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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenselves, oral history interview are not history.
However, they often contain valuable primary source material, as
useful in the process of historiography as the witten sources
to which historians have customarily turned. Verifying the
accuracy of all of the statenments nmade in the course of an
interview would require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP s
operating budget permts. The program can vouch that the
statenments were nmade, but it cannot attest that they are free of
error. Accordingly, oral histories should be read with the sane
prudence that the reader exercises when consulting governnent
records, newspaper accounts, diaries, and other sources of
hi storical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that
are as close to verbatimas possible, but sone alteration of the
text is generally both unavoi dabl e and desirable. When human
speech is captured in print the result can be a norass of
tangl ed syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences,
sonetinmes verging on incoherency. The type font contains no
synbols for the physical gestures and the diverse voca
nodul ations that are integral parts of comunication through
speech. Experience shows that totally verbatim transcripts are
often largely unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources
expended in their production.

Wiile keeping alterations to a mninmum the LCTHP wll, in
preparing a text:
a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the uhs
ahs and ot her noises w th which speech is often sprinkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress |anguage that would be confusing to
the reader in unaltered form

c. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in its
pr oper context;

d. enclose in [brackets] explanatory information or words that
were not uttered but have been added to render the text
intelligible; and

e. nmake every effort to correctly spell the nanmes of al
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recognizing that an occasional word
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may be msspelled because no authoritative source on its
correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the cl ose of
the Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United
States had been settled, ranches and farns devel oped,
comuni ties established, and roads and railroads constructed.
The m ni ng boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from
newy developed lodes, and the settlenent of nost of the
suitable farm and, were but a nenory.

Al t hough Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation
of any map of the state fromthe |late 1800s shows that nost of
it south of the 38th parallel remained |argely unsettled, even
unmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in
Lincoln County in the attitudes, values, Ilifestyles, and
menories of area residents. The frontier-like character of the
area is also visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of
the natural environment, nmuch of it essentially untouched by
humans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history
reveals variability from towmn to town: A fair anount of
literature, for instance, can be found covering Pioche fromits
first newspaper, beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present.

Newspapers from Delamar are available from 1892 to 1906 and
Caliente from 1904 to 1968. |In contrast, Panaca and Al ano never
had newspapers of record. Throughout their histories, al
Li ncoln County communities received only spotty coverage in the
newspaper s

of other comunities. Most of the history of Lincoln County
after 1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are
still living.

Aware of Lincoln GCounty's close ties to our nation's
frontier past and the scarcity of witten sources on |ocal
hi story (especially after 1920), t he Li ncol n County
Comm ssioners initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project
(LCTHP). The LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and
preserve the history of Lincoln County, Nevada. The centerpiece
of the LCTHP is a set of interviews conducted wth individuals
who had know edge of |local history. Each interview was
recorded, transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the
| anguage and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al ora
history interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and
bound and archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special
Col lections in the James R D ckinson Library at the University
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of Nevada at Las Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated
t hr oughout Nevada.

The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they
form a never-before-avail able conposite of each comunity's life
and devel opnent. The <collection of interviews for each
community can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the
bouquet 1s unique--sone are large, others are snall--yet each
adds to the total image. In sum the interviews provide a view
of community and county history that reveals the flow of life
and events for a part of Nevada that has heretofore been largely
negl ected by historians.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by
the assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each

community's history. These pictures have been obtained from
participants in the oral history interviews and other present
and past Lincoln OCounty residents. Conplete sets of the

phot ographs have been archived along with the oral histories.
The oral interviews and witten sources served as the basis for
histories of the major communities in Lincoln County. These
hi stories have al so been archi ved.

The LCTHP i s one conponent of the Lincoln County programto
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, whi ch woul d be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncoln County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that nmay be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it wll remain a source of interest for hundreds,
possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-l1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

- - RDM
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This is Robert McCracken talking to Lorene Mathews at her hone
i n Panaca, Nevada, January 18, 1991.

CHAPTER ONE

RM Wiy don't we start, Lorene, by you telling ne your nane as
it reads on your birth certificate.

LM El oise Lorene Wight.

RM And then your married nane i s Mat hews?

LM  Yes.
RM  And could you say when and where you were born?
LM | was born here in Panaca down the street a couple of

bl ocks on February 11, 1920.

RM And could you tell ne your father's nane?

LM John Peter Wight.

RM  And do you know when and where he was born?

LM  Yes, he was born in Del amar, Nevada, on May 31, 1897

RM  And what was your nother's full name and her date and pl ace
of birth?

LM Her nane before she was married was El oise Schofield and
she was born in Nephi, Uah, in 1898.

RM  And what was your father's occupation?

LM Cattle and farm ng.

RM D d he have his own farn?

LM  Yes.

RM  Were was his farn?

LM It was in H ko until about 1942, and then he noved to Al ano
and bought sone property just below A ano where he raised
al falfa hay and pasture and fed cattle.

RM Was his father a mner in Del amar?

LM Yes. Hs father was born in Pioche. M grandfather's nane

was John Peter Wight, and supposedly he was the first

white child born in Pioche, as near as [we can tell fronj
any records we have.

Do you know about when that was?

Let's see, about 1863.

How di d your great-grandparents happen to land in Pioche?

Vel l, John Wight, ny great-grandfather, was in the arny in

Fort Douglas. M great-grandnother canme from Denmark to a

place they called North Salt Lake, which is about where

Bountiful is now She sold mlk and eggs and butter to

Fort Dougl as, and that's when she nmet ny great-grandfather.

They were married and lived in Cottonwood, which is right
next to Salt Lake, until the mnes opened up in Pioche.

Wen the mnes opened in Pioche that was a boom ng

enterprise for the surrounding country and everybody who

was | ooking for a job flocked there, so there were |ots of

=222
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people living in Pioche. And they cane to Pioche for ny
great-grandfather to work in the m nes.

Was he a mner by trade?

As near as | know he was in the arny until he came to
Pi oche to work in the m nes.

Dd your great-grandnother from Denmark convert to
Mor moni sn?

Vell, she was already a nenber of the church over in
Denmar k. She canme to North Salt Lake with another LDS
famly who she knew, and they settled there. She had been
married before and had one little girl when she canme from
Denmark. The she net John Wight and they had 4 children -
3 boys and 1 girl.

[My grandparents] lived in Pioche and then they noved to
Leeds, Wah, because there was a mne down there. \%%
grandfather trucked vegetables (or hauled them - they

called it truck gardening) from Leeds over the nountain to
Del amar, and that's how he got acquainted over in Del amar
and went to work there. Del amar was a boom ng town but,
because of the quartzite that's in the dirt in the mning

process .
The silica, wasn't it?
Yes - it's actually glass. They did this dry mning

because they didn't have water and they didn't know any
better, and the silica actually ground out the lungs. They
woul d henorrhage from the lungs, and that's what happened
to ny grandfather.

So he devel oped silicosis - is that what he died of?

Yes.

How ol d was he when he passed away?

Ch, about 36.

Is that all?

My dad was only 6 years old when he died. Then |I have an
aunt, his sister, who was born a nonth after he died.

Dd he die in Del amar?

Yes, as it happened. He had a mail route - he drove the
mail from Hko to Delamar and he'd stay overnight in
Del amar one night and then H ko one night. He got so il
that he couldn't drive the nmail, but he had a carrier. He
was sick and so he went over to Delamar to see the doctor
(the mail carrier took him) and that night while he was in
Del amar he died - he henorrhaged to death fromthe |ungs.
CGoodness. How long did he work in the mnes to get the
silicosis?

Ch, 3 or 4 years.

That's all?

That's all.

A lot of people died of silicosis there, didn't they?
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Lots of them W have a local song that was witten by a
couple of l|ocal people, and they call it "The Wdowraker."
And it's very typical of what happened in Del amar. The
men cane there to work in the mne and they died and |eft
their famli es.

The song was about the mners in Del anar?

Yes.
Do you know the words to that song?
Not that | could repeat them off to you, no. M/ son

probably has them He lives up here about 20 mles and he
used to play the guitar and sing, and he sang that
"W dowraker"  at my nother and dad's 50th wedding
anni versary because of ny dad's father, see.

Your grandnother was left with 2 small children, wasn't
she?

Ri ght .

What did she do then?

She lived in Hko and raised a garden and chickens and
turkeys and a few head of cattle and she ran a snmall store
and the post office.

How much | and did she have in H ko?

| believe at that tine she only had 40 acres.

What years woul d this have been in?

Vell, she cane to Hko with her parents when she was about
13 years old and they lived there ever after. She died
right there in H ko.

Could you tell me what Hko was like during the early
years? For instance, how big a town was it?

In 1864 it was the county seat of Lincoln County. Lincoln
County included dark and Nye County as it is now, and it
was really a boomng town. Most of the ore from Irish
Mountain cane down to the mll in H ko because there was
wat er there. The ore was hauled from the nountain to the
mil. There were lots of people who worked either up in
Irish Mountain or in H ko, but lived in H ko because of the
water. A lot of the houses were built into the side of the
hills. Wen | was a girl and grew up there you could still
see many of the spots where the houses were.

Is that right? Dug into the hill?

Part of the house would go back into the hill, and that
woul d nake part of the walls and so on. The mll was still
standing when | was a young girl. It's only been probably

inthe last 20 or 30 years that it's been taken down. They
took it down for the bricks that were in it.

Approxi mately what would the population of H ko have been
t hen?

|"ve heard that there was 6000 people there at one tine,
but I can't verify that.
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RM D d your nother grow up there?

LM M nother was born in Nephi, Uah. She cane to Pahranagat
Val |l ey when she was about 15 or 16 years old. Her father
bought a ranch there in Hko. (That's what they called it,
but it wasn't a very big place.) It was called the Roder
ranch. My grandfather and his sons bought it and they
noved onto the ranch, and it was about 3 mles bel ow where
ny father and his nother and sister |ived. They were
married in 1918, and they lived in Hko until 1942, when
t hey noved down to Al ano.

RM  And again, what did your father do there as an occupation?

LM He always raised cattle and he raised alfalfa hay to feed

the cattle. Then he bought this land down below A ano
whi ch had sone pasture land, but he still raised alfalfa
hay and he bought sone cattle and fed them as well as his
own.

How big of a place did he have?

Ch, down below Al anb he probably had about 200 or 250

acres. In H ko, he only had probably 60 acres altogether.

How big was H ko in 19187

LM  There were probably only about 12 or 14 famlies fromthere
down to what we call Cystal Springs. From Crystal Springs
up to the Hko Spring is this area that they called H ko,
and there's a post office there at H ko and that's probably
what designates H ko. From Crystal Springs on down to
Alanb [the area] is nore or less known as Pahranagat
Val l ey, until you get down to Al ano.

RM  How big was Alano in 19187

=2

LM In 1915, | would guess, it was just a big ranch. Then sone
people from Kanab noved over and bought that ranch, and
they were the Stewarts. They divided the ranch up as a

town, with streets and wal ks and so on. There were 3 or 4
different brothers with their sons, mnaking up several
famlies. That's why they set it up as a town - so each
one of the sons and their famlies could have a | ot.

RM Sone of the Stewarts noved to Vegas, didn't they?

LM Yes. Do you know any of the Stewarts in Las Vegas?

RM | don't know t hem

LM Well, WII Stewart was one of the brothers. Thomas Stewart
and his wife Mary noved

to Alano from Kanab, and they had several sons: WIl Stewart

and Dave Stewart and Summer Stewart and Marion Stewart, and they

all had their wives and children. Their daughters also all had

their lot and their piece of ground. So that's the beginning of

Alanb. Now, | don't know that all of the Stewarts in Vegas cane

fromthe Stewarts in Al ano, but many of them

RM Well, there was Hel en Stewart :

LM Is that Helen Stewart the one the school's named after?
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RM | don't know.

LM That's not in this Stewart famly. You see, Las Vegas was

a ranch also, and it was called the Stewart Ranch. But

those were not the Stewarts that were in Alanb. And that's

where Helen Stewart's famly's from

. Because the Stewart famly in Las Vegas originally

cane from Lincoln County.

That one that Helen Stewart bel ongs to?

Yes. [ Her husband] died relatively young - he died in a

gunfight down there - and left Helen Stewart a w dow  But

| know that he originally cane from Lincoln County.

LM  Well, that is beyond ny know edge. But | do know that Las
Vegas was originally the Stewart Ranch and it was a stop

2=

for the stagecoach as you went through. But that Helen
Stewart and the school it's naned after was a different
fam|y.

Now, you grew up in H ko, but you were born in Panaca?
| was born in Panaca by coi nci dence.
How di d that happen?
There was no high school in Alano. The Lincoln County H gh
School was in Panaca, and if the students wanted to go to
hi gh school after they got out of the eighth grade they had
to go to Panaca. In many instances, the nother cane over
and rented a little place and sent her children to school.
Sonme of them had to wait until the younger ones grew up,
so 2 or 3 of them would all go to high school together.
Vell, ny father's nother only had the one girl - ny aunt -
so she noved over here and rented a house for 4 years and
sent ny aunt to school
RM D d your father go too?
LM  No, he never went to high school. That was of little
interest to him He had a herd of cattle and things and
when he got out of the eighth grade he was through schoo
anyway. | nean, he'd had enough of that. He was a grown
man at the age of 14 because of necessity. He'd had to
ride on the range with the other nen and tend the cattle
and things and he really grew up.
M/ grandnot her canme over to Panaca and brought her daughter
when ny nother and dad got narried because Dad and ny
nmot her could live there and | ook after things. She coul d
| eave and cone over here and put Lois in school. Then ny
grandnot her Schofield - she was ny nother's nother - had 2
girls just about the sane age as ny dad's sister, and she
cane over and rented a place and put those 2 girls in
school. So when I was born, ny nother and dad cane over so
there'd be a doctor nearby - there was a doctor in Pioche,
but he also took care of the patients in Panaca. So in
Decenber, just before Christmas, ny nother and dad cane

=222

Lor ene Mat hews 5



=2

over and lived wth ny grandnother and his sister. | was
born the 11th of February during the Wrld War flu, as they
called it.
Ch yes.
That terrible, terrible siege of flu. M nother was so ill
when | was born that she hardly knew she had a daughter
She had the flu?
She had the flu and so did ny dad. They were both down in
bed with the flu. And 3 days after | was born I took the
flu, and they didn't see how | was going to live. But
there was also an aunt of ny nother's who lived here and
she was here for the sanme purpose, putting her children in
hi gh school, and she was a practical nurse. She canme and
took care of ne and stayed with ne and held nme every mnute
of the tinme for 3 days and 3 nights. M/ nother did not
have any m|k because of the high fever, and the only way
they could keep ne alive was that this aunt of hers, who
was the nurse, fixed a little teaspoon full of sugar and
whi skey with, | guess, a little water in it, too. They
took an eyedropper and dropped 2 drops of this mxture of
whi skey and sugar and water on ny tongue, and that's how I
survived for 3 days. Then they decided | was going to
live.
"1l be darned.
But they said that ny breath was so shallow and so weak
that they couldn't tell that | was alive unless they put a
mrror up to ny nouth and could see the noisture on the
mrror. They couldn't tell that | was breathing by
wat chi ng, you know, or |istening or anything.
What do you think the whiskey did?
It was stinulation. M/ husband teased ne for years about
bei ng brought up on whi skey.
[ chuckl es]
| don't know the details in between, but in order for ne to
survive they fixed a formula out of Eagle Brand [sweetened
condensed] mlk. That's very sweet and they mxed it wth
water and made a formula and that's what | grew up on unti
| was old enough to sit up at the table and eat.
So you were in effect "bottle fed" on Eagle Brand m | k.
That's right. 1'mone of the very few babies that was ever
raised on that at that tine. In fact, | guess they had a
hard time finding a nipple that would fit on a bottle that
was soft enough and so on, because it wasn't a very common
thing in those days to have bottles. They had to send
clear to Salt Lake to get the nipples to go on the bottle.
And the other thing is, it was very difficult because the
ni ppl es would be heavier and stronger than I was able to
suck on. They had to heat a needle and nake the hole
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|arger so the mlk would conme out freer so | didn't have to
work so hard, and then I'd choke on it. But they finally
got it regulated. But all the health nurses and so on, as
| grew up, said that they couldn't understand why | wasn't

bow egged or have all kinds of problens with ny bones
because Eagle Brand mlk is not supposed to supply all

those things. But | survived very well. | still have all

ny own teeth, | have only had one broken bone in ny life
and that was one in ny foot, just a little one. So I'm
sure that Eagle Brand mlk is good for your bones.

It sounds like the sugar isn't that bad for you either,

because it's really sweet, isn't it?

Yes, but it's a natural sweet.

Yes. So you were the firstborn of your famly. How | ong
did you stay in Panaca?

Until the first part of that April. Then we went back to
H ko.

Coul d you describe the living situation in H ko?

W lived in ny Gandnother Wight's house at that tine,

because she was over here [in Panaca]. It was a nice, nice
hone. It had a front porch that was all screened in, and
that's a necessity because of the flies and the nosquitoes
and so on.

There were a | ot of nosquitoes?

There were quite a few nosquitoes and flies and so on in
the summertinme, and we didn't have sprays and things |ike
that. Then there was a big living roomwith a fireplace at

one end, and then there was a nice big kitchen, no bat hroom
Qut house?

Yes. A trail out the back door. Any 2 bedroons. And then
right next door to it was the store, and it was a rock
bui | di ng. It was an ol der buil di ng. |'"'m not sure, but I

believe that rock building was built when they first noved
t here. That would be when the Sharps lived there. \%%
grandnot her was a Sharp and she just kept on living in what

was the Sharp hone.

Are they related to the Sharps in Railroad Valley over in

Nye County?

You bet.

D d the store have a nane?

Just "the store in Hko." That's the way they referred to

It.

So you were living right in H ko?

Yes. The store was there, the post office was there, and
then Louie Stearns had a little place across the street and
down like this just a little bit (we lived like this and
the street ran in between us) and he had a small sal oon.
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Right on this side was the Castles - JimCastle - and up on
the hill a little bit like that was another brother, John
Cast | e. You went up the street a little farther and that
was where the spring that supplied the water cane out of
the side of the hill. It was a beautiful spring. And
there was a house up there that had been built early in the
days out of solid rock. The rock was cut right out of the
hill. 1t was not far fromwhere the spring is.

And those were the only buildings in Hko at that tine?
Vell, you went down the valley 2 or 3 mles and then
there'd be these Nesbitts and Roders and so on until you
got down to Crystal. 1In 1916 the Schofields noved on this
Roder ranch that | was telling you about. There were 3 or
4 of the boys there living on that ranch wth their
famlies, and they were ny nother's brothers. As you got
down by Crystal there were the Loves - 2 brothers and their
famlies at CGrystal Springs. And then up in Irish Muntain
there were 5 or 6 couples with older nmen who were mners
who stayed there and | ooked after the m nes.

The m nes were not operating then?

Not at that tine.

So we're tal king about around 19207

Yes - 1918 and 1920.

Who supported the store and sal oon and so on?

Vell, partly it was the Indians. There were a lot of
| ndians there and they used to cone and get groceries and
t hi ngs. And people who were going through the town. At
t he begi nning, even the people from Alano cane to Hko to
get their groceries because there was no store or anything
down at Al ano.

Wiere did the Indians |ive?

They had a village north of H ko about 4 mles, and there
was anot her one down close to Cystal Springs that was out
in the hill. There's a little lake called the Frenchie
Lake just north of Ovystal Springs, and east of that |ake
was where the Indians had a little village.

Is that right? Wre they Pai utes?

Yes.

Do you renenber any nanes?

Yes, Elizabeth and Keno and Maggi e and Pete. Maggi e and
Pete belonged to the north group and Elizabeth and Keno
lived down by Frenchie Lake, and Keno used to work for ny
dad.

In the store?

No, on the farm- putting up hay and things.

Coul d you describe a little bit about how the Indians |ived
at this tine?
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LM Well, as | say, there was this little village down by the
|ake and | guess they used to use the water out of the
| ake. But they fished in the |ake. They did a lot of
fishing cause there was a lot of fish in that |ake. And
they hunted, and one of the main things they hunted was
rabbits. They lived off of fish and rabbits, and they
al ways had a good patch of corn. They always had one of
these big rock things wth another rock that they ground
their corn in. For a long tinme ny grandnother Wight had
one - | think the one that belonged to Elizabeth and Keno.

Keno di ed, we assune from pneunonia. And when he died, he
had a beautiful team of dapple gray horses, and Keno's wfe
had ny dad round those horses up and shoot them over the
top of his grave. And then they took all of Keno's
bel ongi ngs and put themon the top of that grave.
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CHAPTER TWD

It was really hard for ny dad to do that because they were

such beautiful horses. But that was the Indian's custom

and he did it because she requested himto do it, you know
It was just like anything that you would do nowadays to

hel p sonebody out . . . That was what she wanted done so he

did whatever she said. He was trying to help her out

because he t hought so nuch of Keno.

About how many people were living in these 2 villages,

woul d you say?

Vell, | would say there was probably 10 or 12 couples and

sone children

Wuld this be in each village?

In the one down at Frenchie Lake there were about that

many, | would think - about 12 different tepees. 1've been

down there lots of tinmes with ny dad. He'd go down to get

Keno to cone and work or take him hone or sonething and |'d

go with himin the car

At the north part, | really don't know what they did for
wat er . Part of the tine there was a little stream that
cane down from the nountain, | guess, but it was just a

little ditch that ran along there. They'd go out wth
their buckets and scoop up the water and it'd be nuddy and
they would let it sit for a while until it got clear. As I
say, there was one couple | knew up there, Maggi e and Pete,
because Maggie used to cone down and wash for ny nother

when | was just a little girl - she'd do the washing on the
board. And she helped to clean the house. W got to think
a lot of Maggi e because she'd tell us lots of stories. She
got so she could speak English pretty well - enough so that

we coul d understand her.

Are there Indians around now?

Vell, | know that Maggie and Pete both died, and as | told

you, Keno di ed. After Keno died Elizabeth noved over to
Cal i ente. She lived there until she got to be really old
and she died while she was in Caliente.

Are their descendants around?

Yes. There are sone Petes down in Caliente, and they're
descendants of Keno and Elizabeth. There's WIllard Pete
and Dan Pete and . :

Is that right? There's sone Petes over around Tonopah,
too. | wonder if they're rel ated.

| don't know |I'mnot famliar with the Petes over there.

| think the Tonopah Petes are Shoshone. Do you renenber
any of their cerenonies or anything?

The only thing that | can renenber is this death business.
As far as having big powwws, | don't renenber anything
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about that. The one thing that | can renenber is going
down there with ny dad. | was really close to ny dad and |
went everyplace wth himthat he was able to take ne. W
had an old Mddel -T Ford, and he took ne in the car with him

lots of tines to take Keno back down there. |t was about 3
or 3-1/2 mles from our house down to where Keno lived in
this village. The thing that | renenber is these I|ndians

kind od | eaning back out there in the sunshine and the dogs
lying in the sand, asleep. And | thought that it was a
"Sl eepy Hollow' type of place, you know That's the thing
| renmenber about those vill ages.
[ chuckl es]
El i zabeth used to wash for sonme of ny nother's brother's
wives - ny uncles and aunts - because she lived closer to
them And Maggie lived on the north part, and | guess she
washed for ny grandnother Wight first and then ny nother.
She did for both of themwhen | was just a little girl.
Coul d you descri be the store?
It was probably about twice as big as this room- 25-by-12.
And it was about 50-by-25?
Yes. The main store where the shelves and everything was
probably about this size, and then the other half of the
bui | ding was her storage room She had a little corner of
that roombuilt up off of the ground and all screened in so
no mce or anything could get init. And that's where she
kept her flour. It was a special roomthat she had built
out of screens so that nothing could get in, and then it
had a tight door on it and you had to go up a step to get

in there. They had a lot of flour. It cane down on the
train and then, | assune, one of the stores in Caliente or
Del amar bought part of it and she bought part of it. (1
really don't . . . can't verify how that went.) | can

remenber them hauling in these big 50-pound sacks of flour
over their shoul ders and stacking them

What all did they sell in the store?

Wl |, canned things |ike canned vegetables and canned neat
or whatever was canned at that tinme. And candy . . . | can
remenber when | was just a little, tiny girl they wouldn't
give me very nmuch candy. M/ nother wouldn't allowit, and
G andma would sneak ne a little piece once in a while. But
she had these fancy glass jars that the candy was kept in.
Was it hard candy?

Yes, and there was licorice and sone |long sticks |ike that
were covered with chocolate. That's the one that | wanted

all the time, the chocol ate. They'd have those down in
there and then they'd have little sacks that they'd fill up
with so nmuch candy and weigh on the scales. They had
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scales that were snmall on the top and wei ghed heavier on
t he bottom

Dd they sell dry goods?

Ch yes. She had a big box like this with drawers in it
and that was [full of] all different colors of sew ng

thread. Sone of the famly still has the box that had the
dr awner s

A lot of the wonen really sewed in those days, didn't they?
Vell, that was the only way. M nother sewed and ny aunt
sewed. M/ nother's sisters-in-law were sone of the nost
beauti ful seanstresses you ever saw. And then they sold
yard goods - they canme on a kind of a roller thing. I

nmean, she had these kind of rollers that was just the width
of the yard goods. They'd bring in this big roll and put

it on there and then she'd roll it off and neasure how many
yards of material they bought with the yardstick that was
on the counter. One of the materials that | can renenber

that was always on the roller was flannelette. Do you know
what |' mtal ki ng about ?

No.

Fl annel ette is a cotton material, and it's very soft, they
made shirts out of it and all kinds of things, because it
was warm They made night wear - pajamas and ni ght gowns.
They al so made shirts the nmen wore in the winter. They'd
get in a roll of that nmaterial and every nen in the
vicinity had a shirt nmade out of that.

And they'd all be the sane col or?

Yes, the sane materi al

What color would the shirts be?

It was either a dark blue or a kind of a maroon red that |
can renenber, kind of in a plaid.

What other materials were popular, do you recall?

One of the things was white mnuslin - unbleached nuslin.
Muslin is a heavy piece of cotton material.

Li ke a sheet?

Li ke sheets. Unbl eached muslin was heavier then a sheet,
and it was not clear white.

And what did they use that for?

They made curtains, sheets for their beds. They even nade

underwear out of the nuslin. | can renenber ny nother
maki ng sonme curtains for out kitchen off of them

Do you recall any other kinds of material that were
popul ar ?

Vell, they had what they called calico. Are you famliar
with calico?

Not really.

It cane on those big rolls, or bolts. Calico was a cotton
material, but it was always a printed type of material.
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The prints would be about as big around as your little

finger. They weren't wild or bright or bold. It was
al wvays a dark kind of blue and gray or black and white with
little flowers, little figures . . . | can renenber ny

grandnot her Wight having a dress that she nade that had a
little square like this with a little dot in the mddle of
it. But it'd be that big.

As big as the end of your finger.

Calico is not a wld print. It was always very small in
print and done in dark colors - black with a little white
in it and blue, wusually with white. Gay was a very

popul ar color in the calicos -blue and black and white and
gray. You didn't see like pink or yellow or anything |ike
t hat . Until | got to be about 12 or 14 | never saw
material in pastel colors.

Is that right? And your nother nmade all the clothes for
you ki ds?

Vll, she made all of ny clothes, but by that time they
bought the boys' clothes. She nade sone of the shirts for
nmy brothers. | have a brother who's younger than | am and
then a sister and then a brother.

What are their nanmes?

Kay Wight is the second one in our famly and Jay Wi ght
is the fourth one in the famly, and they both live in
H ko. Kay lives just about 2 mles north of Cystal Spring
and Jay lives clear up at the top of Hko right by the

spring, not very far from our original hone. Keith
Wi pple, the county conmssioner, lives right there in
H ko. In fact, he lives in the house where | grew up

After ny nother and dad noved to Al ano, Keith Wipple
bought that house.

And that would be next to the store?

Right by the store. G andnot her Wight's house was right
next to the store, so you could just cone out of the house

and go between the 2 buildings and down the steps into the

store. Then ny nother and dad built their house on the

ot her side of ny grandnother Wight's house. But ny aunt

noved ny grandnother's house, where | first grew up, down

to Alano and she still lives in it there.

Now what other kinds of things did they sell in the store?
D d they sell shovels, dynamte or anything |like that?

No dynamte. She sold the basic things like flour and

sugar and salt and lots of spices. | can renenber a whole
shelf that had different Kkinds of spices. It's really
surprising how far back a lot of these spices stem Li ke
ci nnanon. G nnanon was often in sticks, and cloves were
t he whol e cloves. But they had little grinders that we
used to grind them up. In fact, | ground up lots of

Lor ene Mat hews 13



LM

LM

cinnanon sticks in ny day when | was, oh, 6, 7, 8 years
ol d. Al you had to do was to turn a handle and the
ci nnanmon would cone out a little spout into a glass bottle
or sonet hi ng. Then she would can them in the cans that
cane [with it].

Oh, like spice cans?

Yes, simlar to what they are now But sone of them -
sticks and whol e cloves and various things |like that - cane

in a pasteboard box about this tall - 3 inches tall and
about 1-1/2 inches across the top. Sonme of the spices cane
whole Ilike that, but they also took them ground. \%%
grandnother ground a lot of it. And coffee - always

cof f ee. W had a coffee grinder and we had to grind the
cof fee beans and nmake theminto ground coffee.

Wuld you grind them for each person as they nade a
purchase, or would you grind up sone for the week, or

5

W ground them up and when they'd get low we'd grind sone
nore so that there was al ways sone on the shel ves

D d you sell neat there?

No, | wouldn't say so. However, ny dad raised cattle and
they killed the neat in the wintertine (because there's no
way of keeping it in the summer). That's a little story
"1l tell you about because it seens quite unique to ne.
In the wintertine they'd kill the pork, they killed the
young animals and steers which they would fatten with corn
and so on until they got to be the right amount of fat.
Then they would hang them They had a mneat house and
they'd hang them in the cold weather on hooks. | guess
when it was really cold he'd just hang them and wap them
in what they called cheesecloth - thin, white cloth - to
keep it fromdrying out.

Ch, it would dry out?

Ch yes, in the air. When it got a little warner weather
he'd hang it at night and then wap it in big, heavy quilts
that ny grandnother and ny nother nmade out of overal
pieces and that would keep it cold during the day. At
ni ght when it got cold again then they'd hang the neat back
out . It was a chore that ny dad did, hanging the neat
every night before he went to bed and then wapping it the
first thing the next norning when he got up. Also, they'd
take the pork and cut hans and shoul ders (hans is the rear
part, the shoulders are the front part) and cure them

How did he do that?

Ch yes, in the air. When it got a little warner weather
he'd hang it at night and then wap it in big, heavy quilts
that ny grandnother and ny nother nmade out of overal
pieces and that would keep it cold during the day. At
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ni ght when it got cold again then they'd hang the neat back
out . It was a chore that ny dad did, hanging the neat
every night before he went to bed and then wapping it the
first thing the next norning when he got up. Also, they'd
take the pork and cut hans and shoul ders (hans is the rear
part, the shoulders are the front part) and cure them

RM How did he do that?

LM They'd get big boxes of what they called snoke salt. (1
can't tell you the brand nane). The boxes were kind of
round wi th heavy pasteboard and kind of a netal lid on the
top. He'd take that salt and rub it onto the shoul ders and
hans. They'd rub so nuch every day, or every other day,
until he felt that the hans were cured. And then they had
big barrels that stood about |ike that, and they were big

like this.

RM  Like 50-gallon barrels?

LM  Yes, about. But they were special barrels that they
bought. They'd put the hans and shoulders in and put the
lid on themand they'd keep way till it got to be real warm

weat her, or until we ate themup

RM But you didn't sell them- they were for your own use?

LM  Well, nostly for our own use. I"ve known of ny dad's
selling sonme, but only to special people who wanted them |
guess. And then they took the bacon - that's the sides
the stomach part - and nmade bacon and cured it just like
they did the ham- in the same process. They'd cut off the
rest of the fat, render it out and nake | ard. M/ not her
and grandnother's job was to render the fat and nake the
| ard.

RM How did they render it?

LM They'd put it in big pans. They'd cut it up in little
strips and put it in big pans and put it in the oven and

cook it slowy [so it didn't get] too hot. Then they
poured the liquid part off into buckets. (I don't know
whet her you've seen a lard pail or not, but long ago
everything was in lard pails.) They'd fill this lard pai

with the liquid part and it would set up and get hard.

Then it would just be like the lard you' d go and buy at the
store. Then the pieces that were the remmants of what the
fat cane out of were called cracklins. They didn't dare
cook it too nuch because if it got too hot it would turn
the lard so that it was not pretty and white. But they'd
put the cracklins back in the pan and put it in the oven
and finish rendering them out and sonetinmes ny nother would
save a little of that to fry in or sonething. But nost of
the time they just threw it away cause it was too dark

But the cracklins were yummy good. They just put a little
salt on them and we'd eat them The people in the South
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take the cracklins and make cornbread and break up the
cracklins like this and put that in the cornbread. And ny
not her and ny grandnother used to do that. Not always, but
we put the cracklins in some of the cornbread they nade.

D d they nake soap?

Oh yes, | should say so. 1've even nmade soap nyself since
|'ve been marri ed.

What fat woul d they use?

Fromthe beef - tallow

Not pork?

No.

Wiy was that ?

Because beef tallow gets to be a hard consistency. Por k

fat never gets to be really hard. It's always soft enough
that you can put a spoon in it and dig it out of the
bucket . It never gets really hard, but tallow does.

Candl es are nmade out of beef tallow

| didn't know that.

They did use sone fat off of the venison - it wll harden
like the beef tallow also. They used that to nmake candl es
with sonetines because the wild taste from venison is in
the fat. If you can cut all of the fat off of venison, the
meat won't be wld.

Anyway, they'd take the tallow fromthe beef and render it
out (it's just the same process that | just told you about
for the pork) and take the liquid part and pour it off and
set it in big tubs. They had a big, brass kettle (I don't
know why it had to be brass, but it was the best to nake
the soap in) that stood up about 3 feet high and was a
couple of feet across. They'd put the tallow fromthe beef
in this brass kettle, and then they'd put lye on it. The

lye ate up the tallow - the grease part - so it wasn't
grease anynore, and you had to have the right recipe to
make it - so much lye to so nuch tallow Then you'd
constantly skimthe top off. | can't tell you for sure why
they did the skimmng, except that it had particles of the
tallowthat they'd . . . throw away.

The skinmm ngs you throw away. How | ong does that process
take - | nean, the cooking of it? It's on the stove
right?

No. W never used it on the stove. It was too dangerous.

W always built a fire outside.

Ch, the fat woul d burn.

Vell, if anybody bunped into it or it got knocked over that
terrible lye concoction would burn till they'd have .

if you got a little of it splattered up on you from
skimmng it, you d have little places all over your arm
that were like small little burns, but that was from the
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lye. M dad built an outdoor stove deal out of bricks that

had a netal top to it. A lot of the times we would cook
the soap on that. But wusually he'd just build a brick
deal, for

How | ong did you have to keep the heat on it?

Probably at |east 8 hours. W never got one batch done in
a day, hardly.

And then what did you do? D d you pour it into little bar
nol ds?

No, we'd pour it into great big pans, |ike about 3 feet
long and a foot wde. | guess they had them especially for
t he soap. They'd pour that liquid all out and it'd set
overni ght and then the next day it'd be hard and you'd take
a big, heavy, long butcher knife and go out and cut it into
sizes of bars. They used to be about like this - pretty
good si ze.

Was it good soap?

It was good soap to clean with, but it was really harsh.
You wouldn't want to bathe with it, 1'll tell you.

What did you bathe w th?

W bought store soap.

What kind did you buy, do you renenber?

Wodbury's. That was the main brand that | can renenber as
alittle girl. W always bought Wodbury's.

And what did you use the honenade soap for?

Laundry.

You were scrubbing on the board, weren't you?

Yes.

So wonen's hands were in this harsh soap, weren't they?

Yes. It was hard on the hands to scrub with the laundry
soap. But when we did it on the board we'd scrub the white
clothes for a little while, and then we'd have a big boiler
- everybody had a copper boiler - and we had it on the
stove that | was telling you about that ny dad built. It
was | ong because the boiler was long -and wide. W'd set
the boiler on the stove, and he had a stovepi pe that went
up like this and we poked the wood in here. W'd put the
clothes in the boiler and boil then in the honmermade soap
suds.

Now, why the boiling . . . except that nmade it white. W
had a plunger that was specially built. | think you can
still buy them- you' ve seen themin antique stores anyway.

But you'd plunge the white clothes in the boiler when they
were boiling. Then you'd take them out and take them to
t he washboard and the tub and scrub them but it was to get
the soap out. After you did that, you rinsed them and
rinsed themand then you put themin the bluing water.
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CHAPTER THREE

W'd have a rinse tub, and we'd take the wash fromthe tub
where we'd been scrubbing to get the soap out, put it in
the rinse tub to rinse the soap out nore, and then put it
in the tub where the bluing water was. The bl uing water
keeps the white clothes white.

M Cr acken: What is bluing water?
It was really blue, wasn't it?
It was really blue, it |ooked |ike ink. You bought a

bottle of bluing and you only poured in 2 or 3 drops into
this whole big tub of water, and it got to be bl ue.

Is it a dye or a speci al :

| really can't tell you, to tell you the truth

Wiy did it nmake clothes white? | never understood that.
VWl |, do you ever use Blue Cheer in your washing nachi ne?
Vell, it's the sane principle. It's got bluing in that
soap and it helps to keep your . . . 1've always washed ny

husband's white shirts in Blue Cheer because it's got that
bluing init, and it works on the sane principle.

Lorene, let nme ask you if you' ve ever heard this. W used
to live out in rural Nye County and we had cats. And
occasionally a cat would start going crazy and throw fits.
Supposedly it was because they were eating |izards. But
the folklore was that if you fed that cat bluing it would
cure him D d you ever hear of that one?

|'ve never heard that one. [ chuckl es] | guess it's good
for everything then. But that's all we ever used it for.
Lorene, why don't you tal k about washing on the board. I
don't think people know much about washing on the board.

Ch, | can tell you from personal experience. [ chuckl es]

W had a big tub with a washboard you know, you've probably
seen them They're corrugated with a netal corrugated
piece init. It had alittle |edge up here where you could

put the bar of soap and you' d take your clothes down in the
water, bring themup onto the board, and rub the soap like
this over them because corrugated shape hel ped to take the
soap onto the material. Supposing we had a sheet - they're
difficult to handle. You' d put your sheet in your water
and then you'd lay it up on the washboard. The washboard
sits down in your tub like this - at an angle. You' d bend
over the top of the washboard (you were standing up here
and you kind of bent over it) and get the sheet up out of
that water, put it on your board, which is at an angle,
take your bar of soap off of the top of the |edge and rub
it over the sheet. And this corrugation helped to take the
soap onto the material. Then you go like this with your
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arnms good and hard and scrub it up good. Then you'd put it
down in the water again and .

Wuld it lather up really well?

Yes, very - depending how nuch soap you put on it, of
course. You'd scrub it and put it back down in the water
and then do it again, because the water runs out of the
material as you're scrubbing it. You' d do that 2 or 3
times, and if it wasn't pretty and white when you got
through, you' d take it over to the boiler that was going
with hot water and boil it. Then you use your plunger on
it for a while. Then you'd pick it up. You had a stick,
specially nade, usually about 2 feet long and an inch in
di aneter, nade of very hard wood. You' d take that stick
and go over and dig the sheet out of the boiler and bring
it over to another tub of water you had, because you now
had to wash the soap out of it.

You'd get the soap washed out and then you'd rinse it in
the clear water, then you finally got into the bluing
water. And you'd wing it out with your hands. Eventually
t hough, we got a winger that you fastened onto the tub.
Ddit twist it?

Vell, the winger was 2 rollers, with a handle here. Then
you turn the handle and put the sheet (or whatever article
you had) through and turn the handle and wing the thing
out. It was nuch easier, especially wth sheets and heavy
things like that, to run them through the winger than to
wing themby hand - they were really hard to wing. You'd
wing a section and another section and another section.
And then you'd get them out and finally get them onto the
cl ot hesline and hang t hem up.

How | ong did the whol e process of washing themtake?

Al day long, lots of tines.

Real | y?

Wen | was 13 years old, | started doing the famly
[ aundry. | rubbed a lot of it out on the board. But
finally ny dad bought a washing machine that was nade out
of a wooden tub. It had a winger on it simlar to the one
| was just telling you about that we fastened on the tub
bef or e. But this one had wheels on it and it connected

with this wooden tub. Then ny dad would take the Mdel -T
Ford and put it up on a jack so that the belt went fromthe
washi ng machi ne out over the wheel of the Mddel-T, and it'd
go around and keep this belt going, and that woul d keep the
center piece of the washing machine - turning like this.
So it worked the sane as the automatic washer does, really.

M/ wor d.
But it was run off of the wheel of your car.
Yes.
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That is anmazi ng.
M/ dad had to get involved with the laundry, 1'll tell you,
because he'd get it all jacked up and set and then he'd do
sonet hing that was close by. He didn't stay right there
with us, but if the Mdel-T ran out of gasoline, or it
stopped for sone reason, he'd be there to get it going
again for us. So then we'd go through the sane process -
the sheets and the clothes would be put in this wooden
washi ng machine and then we'd run it through the winger,
into the rinse water, then into the bluing water, and then
out. And we'd wing themw th the same winger because it
woul d swi ng around.
Ddalot of famlies have this type of washi ng machi ne?
Vell, eventually. | guess ny nother and dad had the first
washing machine in the whole vicinity. And it the envy of
a lot of the people.
Ch, 1"l bet.
How often did you wash?
About once a week.
Was there a wash day? M nother al ways washed on Mndays.
Ch al ways, yes. W washed on Monday and ironed on Tuesday.
Tel | us about ironing.
| wish I had one of those flat irons. They were nade out
of heavy, heavy iron. They were about this long and then
they had an iron handle, and you put them on the cook
stove. The cook stove had an iron top, and you'd put them
on there and get that fire really hot. In the sumertine
it was really a warm job, I'Il tell you, to heat up the
wood stove, to heat the irons. W had a pot holder, and it
would just fit over the handle of this netal iron, and take
your pot holder and go over and get your hot iron off the
stove and then you'd hurry back over to the ironing board.
Today's ironing board is not nmuch different than that one
only it was just a board, it didn't have legs. You d put
it between 2 chairs or between the table and a chair or
sonething like that, and iron. Wien the iron got cool
you'd put it back on the stove and get another one. You
had 3 or 4 irons to keep one person goi ng.
Dd you use water with it?
No. That's really new fashion. What you used to do was
take them and sprinkle them down. You'd put them out on
the table nd get a little pan of water or sonething and
then you sprinkle the water. Then you'd roll them all wup
tight into a little bundle, and then you'd have a |aundry
basket - we always had a |aundry basket. You'd roll the
itenms of clothing down into this little roll and put them
in the laundry basket until you had a whol e | aundry basket
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full. Some of them used the washtubs, too, to put the
cl ot hes in.

| can renenber people had jars with a kind of a special lid
on it with holes in it, and you would sprinkle the clothes
with that.

Ch, well that was quite nodern.

Is that right? [chuckles]

W did finally get those that had the Ilittle sprinkler
thing on the top, but . . .

And it was an all day job? Wiat time in the day would you
start?

My dad put the car up on the wheels just about at sunup
W'd have breakfast and then ny dad would go out and get
the car jacked up on wheels while ny nother and | were
getting the laundry ready. You had to sort them and get
all the white things here and the ones that were not quite
so white, or that had anything, and then the dark ones and
then the overalls and the socks - everything had to be
sorted out into piles. Because, you see, you washed them
all in the sanme water

Ch, you'd just use one tub of water?

So you did the lights first and then progressively got to
t he dark?

The very whitest first. That was in the washing nmachi ne.
Wen we did them in the tub we changed the water quite
often because it'd get too soapy. But we heated the water
in this big copper boiler | was telling you about that we
boiled the clothes in. W heated it, we had about 3
boilers and we'd keep 2 going and one we boiled the clothes
in.

Wiere did you get the wood for the fire?

M/ dad hauled wood from the nountains and had huge, big
stacks of wood back of the house. He haul ed enough wood to
keep our house going and ny grandnother's. And then he had
a big table saw. Are you famliar with those big saws that
t hey cut wood?

Yes.

Here again, we used the car - the Mddel -T Ford. HE put the
sanme type of belt around a pulley on the saw and hooked it
onto the wheel and the wheel would keep it going. This saw
was about 3 feet in dianeter - it was huge. They had what
they called the table, and they'd put these big |ogs onto
this table and push it back like this so it came in contact
with that big old buzz saw and it would rip through that
wood. They' d saw big chunks about |ike that, however big
the | ogs were. He'd put those into a big pile, after he
got a big pile sawed he'd take the ax and split them so
that they would be pieces of various sizes, because we had
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to have snaller pieces to go in the cook stove through the
door where the wood went in there. The bigger pieces they
put in the fireplace or into the big heater that we used to
keep the house warm

How long did ironing take? 1s it an all day job?

Yes. Sonetines we'd never get it done in one day.

Way di d peopl e iron?

Wll, they didn't have permanent press in those days. I t
was all cotton and it winkled so fast.
Yes. But it seens like a person would rather wear a

winkled shirt than to go to all that trouble.

Oh no, they were too proud for that. W ironed the sheets
and the pillowases and things, because we were very proud.
When did the store in Hko first open, do you know? That
store that your famly had.

Ch, | would say probably in about 1888 or '87. My
grandnot her Wight had it before she was ever narri ed.

Is that right? Were did she get it?

She was about 30 when she got married and her parents |ived
right there in that house. M/ great-grandnother Sharp went
off and left her famly, so ny grandnother nd the sister
ol der than she kind of raised the children. Their father
was hone, but they raised the children. Gandnma Sharp just
saw a greener pasture. . . we don't know what happened.
She just took off and went to Kaysville, U ah.

But your famly built the building there for a store?

Yes.

And you nention that they were related to the Sharps in
Rai | road Vall ey.

My grandnother was a Sharp and her brother, George Sharp,
went to Blue Eagle - that's Railroad Valley - and they had
the 3 big ranches up there. So her brother's sons are the
ones who live over there.

|'ve never nmet those Sharps, but | know of them - they're
wel | - know over there.

Uncl e George Sharp was ny grandnother's brother and he went
over there and took up these ranches. They called it Blue
Eagl e because there was a big nountain and it |ooked just
like an eagle up in the rock. So they called the operation
the Blue Eagle Ranches. There were 3 of them and they had
big springs on them They were real fun to swmin because
the water was just right. |1've been there lots of tines.
He had sons nanmed Howard and Roy and Jim and Lester, and
then he had 2 daughters - Inez (and the other one's slipped
ny mnd). But they lived on this ranch at Blue Eagle
Then as the sons got older, Roy lived on one ranch (wth
his wife and children) and Howard noved onto the south part
close to Nyala. So his famly grew up down there, and all
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of that valley up and down there was controlled by the
Sharps. Jimlived on the main ranch.

RM  But Jimwas your

LM M cousin. He was ny dad's first cousin.

RM So the Sharps are on your father's side?

LM R ght. My grandnother Wight was a Sharp and she was a
sister to George Sharp who went over and took these ranches
up.

RM Do you know when they went over there?

LM Onh, | don't. It was probably about 1888 or sonething |ike
t hat .

So the Sharps had originally conme from. :

LM . . . H ko. Al the Sharps over there are ny relatives
now. And ny husband and | got really well acquainted with
Roy and his wife Ellen, because they had children the sane
age as ny children, even though he was quite a bit ol der
than his wife. He was older than | am but his wife was
about ny age (he narried a girl from Salt Lake) and their
children were ny children's age. W had a big Sharp famly
reuni on, and these kids were about teenagers and they got
to have a lot of fun. Roy Sharp and his famly played
musi cal instrunents - they did it for recreation over there
on the ranch - it was a lot of fun to go over there
They'd get their nusical instrunments out and play. Then
they had the spring that was just right to swmin - all we
had to do was walk down the road a little ways and go
SW nmm ng.

RM So as a kid you went over to Railroad Valley quite a bit.

LM | went to Railroad Valley every summer fromthe tine | was

about 11 or 12 years old, because ny dad and not her took ny
grandnother nd his sister up to visit Uncle George Sharp
and his famly every summer. That's how I kind of grew up
with the Sharp kids. And then Uncle Ceorge and his wfe
and children cane down to see ny grandnother at |east once
a year. They often canme at Thanksgi ving timne.

RM  Wien did the Sharps conme into this area and where did they
cone fron®

LM M grandparents - the Sharps - were converts to the LDS
church and they canme into the Salt Lake area. Then they
went down through Uah, and 1'm not really sure, but I
think they were probably called to go and help settle these
pl aces. My grandnot her Wight was born in Goshen, U ah.
The twin boys, who were younger than she, were born in
Fillnmore, W ah. Then the next child was born in Irish
Mountain (you see, we found out where they |ived because of
where they were born).
Then they noved from Irish Muntain dowmn to H ko and built
this little house, and then they added onto it, |I'm sure.
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But | think that they probably built the store first,
because there was an old wooden building at the back that
we kind of used for a storage. But the back of the store
and all, | think, was their house to begin wth. Then
after they built the nice house (which was really nice in
t hose days) they turned this part into the store.

Was there a community at Irish Mountain, or was it so cl ose
to Hko that it . . . ?

Yes, there was a community at the tine the Sharps noved
over there.

What ki nd of m nes were they?

Silver.

They didn't have the silica problem that they had in
Del amar, did they?

Ch no.

So when you were a small child your famly store at H ko
was the only store in the Pahranagat Valley?

Ri ght .

Ddit also serve as a post office?

Vel |, they had another building that was the post office.

So your famly ran the post office?

Yes.

But the post office was not | ocated inside the store, huh?
No. At first, as | told you, there was a small saloon
across the street that Louie [Louis] Stearns owned. He had
it and he ran the post office at first. And then ny
grandnother . . . | guess when she cane back from sending

Lois to school, and after | was born, got the post office
and ran it fromthen on.

Was there a school in H ko when you were a kid?

Yes, there was. Wen | was a kid or when ny dad was a ki d?
Vell, let's start with when he was a kid. Now we would be
t al ki ng about what year?

He was born in 1897, so it was the early 1900s. They were
married in 1918 so he was about 21 when they got narried.

So in the very early part of this century he was going to
school in H ko.

Yes - 1906 or somewhere in there.

X, tell us about that.

They had a building - a wooden type of building - up atop 2

roons. There was rock underneath. It was over on Castle's
pl ace, which is just kind of kitty corner, |ike across the
street like this a little bit, kind of on the hill. They

used this building where they had the 2 roons made out of
wood - just framed up with boards around the side. Wat do
you call them - board and batten. They'd put a board up
and then they'd put a small board over the cracks. Then
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underneath was the rock building, and | know they used the
rock building for grain and things.

Was it a 2-story building or did it just have a cellar
under it?

Vell, it was kind of a split level deal, because it was
built on the hill. You could walk in off of the hill into
t he school house up on top or you could cone around here and
wal k into the bottompart of it still on the |evel.

Ch, K Do you know when that school was constructed?

Vell, | would assune around 1900.

Do you renmenber himtal king about what it was like to go to
school then?

Sure, all the time - and all the mean things that he did.
Tell us sone of the things.

[ aughs] They had a lady teacher who canme in there to

teach school. And the kids who were in the vicinity, even
clear down the valley 3 or 4 mles out, came up to that
school. They had a little cart and a horse that 3 or 4 of

the kids rode in. One famly had 3 girls in this little
cart pulled by the one horse.

There were about 5 or 6 kids went to school there - and ny
father caused a little [trouble] for a girl naned Popoff.
She had long braids, and those long braids would lie down
fromthe back on the front of his desk like this, so he was
al ways noving the braids out of the way. One day he got
mad and they had the little ink wells that went down in the
desk like that, so he put one of her braids down in this

ink well. And this really caused a lot of havoc, | tell
you. The teacher got a little disturbed at kids in those
days. You didn't wash ink out |ike you do now It was

per manent, you know. Part of her braid about that |ong was
dyed the color of the ink, you see.

Ch, isn't that awful ?

That was one of his favorite stories. He said, "You don't
want to ever do that." [l aughs]

About what grade woul d he have been in?

Ch, about the fifth.

And this school was the first grade through

. . . the eighth
| f the kids went on, where did they go?
They' d cone over here to Panaca to high school. M dad had

a cousin who lived just above Alano in what they call
Richardville, which 1is about 4 mles above Al ano.

Richardville was there before Al anbo ever existed. The
people who noved in were called R chard, and that's why
they called it R chardville. There wasn't any school down
there, so this cousin (he was the sane age as ny dad and
full of as much dickens as he was) cane up and lived with
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nmy grandnother, who was his aunt, and ny dad and went to

school. One time they found a dead cat on the road going

to school (they had to walk about a half mle to school)

and they picked it up and put in a kettle of water and put

it on the stove and had it brewing when the teacher cane

in.

Ch, ny word.

She just about left and went back to wherever she cane

from [I|aughs]

[ aughs]

They weren't really what you could call nean.

No, just m schievous.

But they were always finding some of these things to do

that got theminto trouble.

Ri ght. And | inmagine they gave them lickings at school

didn't they?

Oh yes. | renmenber Dad telling about when he put the

girl's hair in the ink well. She just took him by the nap

of the neck and marched himall the way home to his nother.
He got his punishnment by her taking him honme, because he

didn't want to face his nother.

| guess the result of that story was that the girl probably

had her hair cut so that it wasn't quite so |ong, you know.
Anyway, those are things that ny dad did. Nothing really

serious, but | guess they were pretty serious in those days

because they were really strict. At least in ny famly

they were really strict, and kids were obedient, polite and

So on, so when they did things like this, it was trouble.
Right. Then you went to school in H ko, too?

Yes.

It wasn't the sane building, was it?

No, it was about 1-1/2 mles from where | lived in H ko

down to the H ko school. |In those days there was a schoo
in Hko, there was one at Cystal Springs, there was one

down at Richardville that I was telling you about and there

was one in Al ano.

And this would have been around 1925 and in that era?

Vell, '26.
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CHAPTER FOUR

In 1926 there was this school, and the kids fromthe south
from around the Schofield' s, nmy nother's brother's
children, came up to the school and the ones in H ko went

down to it. So we had 8 or 9 students. Then there were
peopl e naned Nesbitt. The school was close to their ranch
and their children went there. | walked to school. During

the first, second and third and fourth grades the teacher
(who wasn't the sane one every year) boarded and rooned

with ny grandnother, so the teacher and | wal ked to school.
Then ny brother was old enough to go to school, and we got
pronoted to horses, and we rode horses. W tied them to

the fence and they stood there all day for us till we cane
out of school and got on and rode hone.

Even in bad weat her?

Al ways.

D d you have a saddl e on then?

No, we didn't bother about saddles. W'd just clinb on

them and take off and go down through the brush Iickety-
cat, and be there in 15 mnutes or |ess. It was a rea

treat conpared to wal ki ng.

Yes. Wiere did the teachers cone fron®

M/ first grade teacher cane from Ogden, U ah. M/ second
grade teacher canme from El ko, Nevada, and she taught the
second and the third grade - Mary Mnoletti.

h. But the school had all 8 grades in one room didn't
it?

Ri ght. The stove was in the mddle and we put the desks

all the way around the stove, especially in the wintertine,

so that we kept warm

Ch, that's how you did it. Facing the stove?

Yes, facing the stove.

And the teacher would then wal k around the stove?

Yes, she had a desk kind of the edge of the circle, but she

spent nost of the time wth the different classes. She'd
have the eighth grade there and the seventh grade here and

t he second grade over here and so on.

They were usual ly young wonen, weren't they?

Vel |, vyes. The first grade teacher from Ogden was Jean
Brody, and she was just young - just out of school -
probably 20 or 21 years old. Mary Mnoletti graduated from

the University of Nevada and she was from El ko, but she

cane to H ko to teach school, and she taught 2 years. The
next year we had Mrguerite MQiston and she was from
Lamoille, which is up by Elko. It's a little town now but
it was bigger at that tine because it was a mning spot.

Do you know what they paid the teachers?
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No, | really don't know. But | would guess, between $80

and $90 a nont h.

And you say they boarded for several years wth vyour

gr andnot her ?

Ri ght .

Now what was her nane?

Mary Eliza Wight.

And then you went through the eighth grade at H ko?

Vell, | only went to H ko through the sixth grade because

they consolidated these schools (H ko, GCvystal Springs,

Ri chardville and Al anb), to becone Pahranagat Valley School

District Nunber One so that they could have a high school.
You see, each school had its own school board. They had

the school board nenbers - ny dad was on the school board

all the time | was going to school.

What did they call your district?

H ko School District. There was the Gystal Springs School

District, Rchardville, Alano . . . they each had their own

school board and hired their own teacher and took care of

everything. But then the valley got together and said, "If

we consolidate all these grade schools and put our noney

toget her we can have a high school." So | went through the

sixth grade at H ko, then by the time |I went into seventh

grade i was in Alanbo and we rode the bus. The road was not

oiled like it is as you cane up today.

It was dirt?

Drt.

A snaki ng road?

Yes, and around Ash Springs on the east side, we went not

on the west side like you do now There was a little road

between the hills and the spring around like this. W rode

the school bus and we left at 7:00 in the norning or a

little after 7:00 in the bad weather and we got down there

in time for school at 9:00. Then we got hone at 5:30 at

ni ght.

That's a | ong day.

And a long ride.

Yes. So ny seventh and eighth grades were in Alanb. That

was quite a different change for ne because in Hko |I was

the only student in ny grade - there was nobody ny age

There was ny brother and another boy 3 grades bel ow ne and

there were maybe 2 in the seventh grade, but | just

happened to be a loner. So when | went to school in A ano,

it was quite a change to have 12 or 14 students in the one

[ doubl ed- up] grade. (W had the seventh and eighth grade

together down in Alanpo. [The students cane froni 6 in one

grade and 8 in the other.) And then they had the high

school .

Lor ene Mat hews 28



=222

LM

LM

BM

LM

LM

LM

LM

What did you do for ninth grade?

That was hi gh school

Ch, so you went there for high school, too.

Yes. W rode the bus just the sanme. Wiether you was in
the first grade (we didn't have a kindergarten then) all
through the 8 grades and the 4 years of high school, those

who lived up and down the valley all went to school there.
There were a few students who lived down below A ano on
the ranches down there and they had a bus that cane up to

Alano. So for 6 years, while | was seventh and ei ghth and
hi gh school, | rode the bus down.

About what was the total student body for the whol e school

when you finally graduated.

Vell, | can tell you about the high school and then we'l
see what we can cone up with for the grade school. Wen |
graduated we had 12 students in ny class, and that was the
| argest class that graduated from Pahranagat Valley H gh
School for quite a few years. The class just underneath us
had only 2.

And then the next class, which would be the sophonores at

that time (that was in 1938), had about 10. And then the

freshmen cl ass had only 4.

Dd you graduate with a |lot of the people that you had gone

to junior high with?

Oh yes. | went to school wth themthose 4 years, you see.
Peopl e didn't nove very nmuch then

By the tine you graduated, had H ko changed?

Not rmuch.

Was the store still there?
Yes.

Was there still a sal oon?

No, the saloon closed |ong before. Louie Stearns was an
old man and he ran the post office and the saloon unti
about 1922 or '23, and | guess he either died or got too

sick, but then he soon died. So the saloon was not in
exi st ence. There were no saloons up and down the whole
valley until later, probably in 1932 or '34, they had a

sal oon down just this side of Alano a little ways called
John Louis's. (That was his nane.) He set up this little
bar and that was the extent of it.

Were there any other stores in the valley by then?

By 1936 or sonewhere in there (after I was in high school)
they started the store in Alano. Then we didn't have much
of a store up at H ko anynore.

D d your store just start to fade then?

W just kept a small store there until about 1938. (%%
grandnother died in 1938 and ny aunt kind of ran it for a
little while, but it just finally fizzled out and they
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closed it down. The only thing they had then was gasoline
- they had a punp and sol d gasoline.

When did they put the gasoline in?

Oh, in about 1932.

During the Depression, where was the trade comng from for
your store in H ko?

The val | ey.
So you weren't getting that nmuch conpetition from A ano?
Vell, they didn't have a store down in Alano until about

the time it closed. She closed the store in '38 and they
started the store in Alano in about ' 36.

| see. How many people were living in H ko then when you
graduated? Could you list sone of the famlies and the
structures and so on?

Jimand Carrie Castle lived in a big 2-story house on this
side of us, and then there was ny aunt and grandnother.
They lived there until 1938 when ny grandnot her died. Just
a year or 2 before that ny aunt got married, so she and her
husband lived in the house next to us. Then there was us,

and then there was the house up here on the hill that was
called the Castle place, and that's where Dad first went to
school . But they had all died and gone or noved or

sonething, so that ranch was leased to different people.
At the time | was going to high school there was a famly
by the nane of Bastion - Cyril and Vilda Bastion and their
famly - who lived there, and they lived there for quite a
few years

And then the ranch was sold to Murray and Rita Wi ppl e when
they cane (the Bastions had given up the |ease). That's
the Wipple ranch now, but it was the Castle ranch. He
canme from Sunnyside, Nevada, up by Lund, and bought that
ranch and put cattle on it and things. They had a boy who
was about ny youngest brother's age when they noved there,
and he is Keith Wipple, the county comm ssioner, he was 3
or 4 years old when they noved there. | guess he was 4 and
ny youngest brother was 3, and they grew up together.

So that is Keith Wipple and his folks. Hs nother and
father had another son, Kent, and then Katherine, the 3

chi |l dren. But 2 of them were born after they noved to
Hko. Hs dad died in 1946. Then you go on down the road
and there was Nesbitts' ranch. And then down at

Schofield' s there were about 4 different famlies -Mms
brothers had divided this ranch up. And then you get down
to CGystal Springs and the Loves that |ived there.

Then you get down to the Mddle Ranch, as they call it,
which is right dowmn by Ash Springs, and | don't know who
owned it, to tell you the truth. | guess the Roders did

but i didn't ever know them because they I|ived away
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sonepl ace and just |eased the place - different people cane
in and ran it. H gbees are on that Mddl e Ranch now. I
don't know whet her you've ever heard of Burns, but he was a
big noney man down in California. He had the Burns Tool
Conpany in California, and he was quite well-to-do nd he
bought this ranch and then hired the H gbees to run it. He
died and H gbees were able to buy it from the estate, so
they owmn it now

So that was the extent of the ranching activity and the
people in that vicinity?

Until you got down to Al ano.

Was there any mning activity going on then?

Not in the valley. There's always been sone mning
activity in Pioche off and on, until the last . . . And
there was always a little bit up at Irish Muntain, but it
was just individuals. A couple of nmen who lived there kept
one of the mnes kind of going. They'd just bring a
truckl oad of ore down and ship it to E ko.

Do you renenber their nanmes?

Rose Iracuri and Brownl ow. lracuri was a little , short
Italian. And then the other one's |ast nane was Brownl ow
and he just went by that nane.

Were they just little |leasers up there?

| guess - | don't know | think Rosie owned that place.
He'd work away and he had a dunptruck and when he got
enough ore to fill that dunptruck he'd haul it over to
Caliente and load it on the railroad. | really don't know
what Brownlow did with his.

But there was a fellow who went out there from Salt Lake.
He cane with his son, and the son brought a friend of his.
These 2 young boys were going to run this mne up there
for the father, but they nurdered this one boy's father.
The boys were named Miurdock and Carter. Mur dock was the
son of the father who owned the mne or had possession, and
Carter thought that this fellow had noney. So he invol ved
the son (can you imagine) to kill this father. There was
quite a big trial over it.

Good lord. You nmean Murdock's father.

Yes, Mirdock's father. | can renenber very well, it was
just one of the tragedies of Pahranagat Valley. Peopl e
knew these 2 boys because they'd been there for at |east 2
years. They'd cone down to the valley and buy groceries
and get the mail and they just got to know them you know.
The next thing we heard was that M. Mirdock had cone from
Salt Lake to spend sone tinme and | guess sonebody in Salt
Lake didn't hear from himor sonething. Anyway, they found
out that he was m ssing. So people went down and they
found him They' d stacked big rock slabs that had been cut
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out, maybe for a building or sonething, and they'd buried
himlike that by lying these slabs over the top of him So
they had a big trial in Alano for these 2 boys - a loca
trial (that was the |aw). Then it went to Pioche to the
district court, and the boys were sent up to Carson Cty
for nurder.

Is that right? Was there a church in Hko or in the area?

I n Al ano.

And it was an LDS church?

Yes. The only church that there's been in Pahranagat
Valley was in Alanb, and everybody who belonged to the
church went to Alano to church

Were nost of the people in Hko and in the area LDS?

A good percentage of them Then in the last few years, 10
years, nostly because of the Test Site, a |lot of the people
who have noved into Alano and that area and work out at the

Test Site . . . Oh, and then there's the nmne out at
Ti npahut e.

Ch yes, | wanted to ask you about that.

A lot of the nmen who lived in Alanb worked out at

Ti npahute. Ti npahut e booned.

Was this in the '50s?

Yes, the '50s and ' 60s. Anyway, there are a couple of
[ non-LDS] churches over at Al anb now. They're small, but
they do have a couple of buildings where they neet.

Was there ever a church in H ko?

No, there was no type of church. You see, the Sharps |
told you about joined the church and canme down through
Ut ah, but by the tine they reached Irish Mountain (we don't
know why or what) they never had any children who becane
menbers of the church. There was nothing nentioned about
their church

So the Sharps out in Railroad Valley are not considered
Mor nons now?

[ Shakes her head] It's funny - they're not, but nearly all
the rest of them are, because they' ve been involved through
the church in A ano. But the Sharps in Railroad Valley
aren't. George Sharp, who was the father of the ones who
nmoved out there (he was ny grandnother's brother), married
a wonman who was a Catholic. So | think, if any of the kids
remenber, they're Catholics. I know Jim Sharp was. Roy
Sharp wasn't, but Jim married a girl who went there to
teach school who was a Catholic, so a lot of the kids were
brought up in the Catholic Church

Ddthe folks in Hko who were Mornons participate actively
in the church dowmn in Alano, or was it too hard to get to?
No. "Il tell you sonmething that you'll say, "Ch, not
really!™ During the Depression it was hard to buy gasoline
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or to have enough noney to buy gasoline, so they drove the
school bus fromH ko to Al ano. Anybody who wanted to go to
church on Sunday norning got on the school bus and rode to
Al ano. Now that was approved by the school board and so
on.
That's interesting.
But this was a cooperation - a thing that happened during
t he Depressi on.
What role did the church play in comunity life and in
ternms of the way people |ived?
A very large one. They sponsored nmany of the activities.
They didn't have any community activities. It was either
the church that sponsored them or the school.
What were sone of the activities?
W had a big celebration on the Fourth of July, and we had
one at Christrmas tine and one at Thanksgiving, and there
was always a dance at these special tines. Peopl e from
H ko and all down the valley went to the dance. They had a
| ocal orchestra, we had good dances.
They al ways had horse races, even on Christnmas, the weather
permtting. But then, in Alano we didn't have col d weat her
like we do here. (One person had a horse and sonebody el se
had a horse and they challenged them and set them up and
they used the Main Street in Alano for the horse racetrack.
(I had a horse and we had a fell ow who worked for us, Dan
Stewart, who lived with ny folks when | lived up at H ko
before we noved to Alano. He worked for us and lived right
there because it was too far to travel back and forth |ike
they would now). Dan was riding ny horse in this horse
race and the horse got scared and went over the top of the
car and knocked himinto a man and we thought he was killed
for a little bit because it knocked himin the chest and
knocked his wind out. But as soon as he got his w nd back
he was all right. | felt all upset and bad about ny horse,
but | guess not hi ng happened.
Was the horse dead?
No, she just got banged up a little.
Did the church sponsor the Christnmas celebration and the
Fourth of July and things like that? How was Christnas
cel ebr at ed?
Vll, they had a big Christrmas tree. And in those days
they had these great big pot belly stoves - one at one end
and one at the other at the hall. They'd have a big
Christmas tree and they'd always have a Christnas program
and the kids got different little gifts off the Christnas
tree, and there was al ways something for everybody because
they'd bought all these little gifts. They weren't
expensive in those days, but it took a |lot of noney to get
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it rounded up. The people would donate so nmuch noney and
donate things. Then after that they had a dance. And lots
of times we used to have a big supper. (This would be
Christmas Eve, or maybe the night before Christnmas Eve.)
Was it a pot luck supper, where everybody would bring
sonet hi ng?
Sonething like that, but they'd usually sign out sonebody.
They always had a group that did the neat, and then they
had salads and they always had great big hot rolls. (1
don't know why they nmade them so big in those days.) And
lots of times at Christmas they' d have freezers of honenmade
ice creamfromthe ice cream freezers that you crank. And
then the wonmen nade fruitcake. You had to have fruitcake
at Christrmas tine. And it was that old dark fruitcake nade
with nolasses. | can renenber we always had fruitcake and
ice cream After that they had the Christnmas tree and the
program Then they had the children's dance. The children
danced for a while and the nen sat around in the corner and
tal ked and the wonen cleared up the supper and things and
sonme of the others were carrying on the children's dance,
and things. After they got all through with that, the
grown-ups woul d dance. The kids would be stretched out on
benches and bl ankets and thi ngs, asl eep.
[ chuckl es]
W lived clear up at the top of the valley, so often we
stayed down in Alanpo at night on that kind of occasion. W
dad had a couple of aunts and cousins and there was all
ki nds of people [we could stay with]. W'd stay overnight,
then the next nmorning we'd get up and go hone. Ve were
always honme for Christmas Eve, so it had to be the day
bef or e.
Was the Fourth of July a big occasion for the valley?
You bet. W always had horse races and they always had a
big patriotic program and a dance. A lot of the tines
they'd go up to Ash Springs and have a picnic at noonti ne,
and the kids would swmin the afternoon. They always had
these big, long tables at the picnic.
Let nme tell you about Christnmas Eve in Hko - in the whole
vicinity. (I think everybody did the sane thing.) M dad
haul ed wood, so he always brought in our Christmas tree and
one for ny grandnother and then sone for the neighbors.
Wien he cane with a | oad of wood he'd bring these Christnas
trees in and put them up on wooden stands and they'd sit on
our big porch for several days to a week or 2, waiting for
Christmas to cone. Christmas Eve afternoon, ny dad would
bring that Christnmas tree in and set it in the front room
After we had supper, ny nother and the kids who were old
enough woul d gather around the Christnmas tree and decorate
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it. My dad always sat by the big, wooden fire and
participated by poking the wood in the stove and keeping
the fire going and telling us stories and things while we
were decorating the Christmas tree.

What did you use to decorate the tree with?

Ch, popcorn and cranberries threaded on strings that we'd
worked on for days before, and then we had candles that
were on little round things like that with clip-ons, and we
clipped them onto the branches of the tree. W were very
careful - we only lit themfor alittle while Christnmas Eve
and they'd sit and watch themand then all the candl es were
bl own out carefully before anybody went to bed. Then the
next norning ny nother would always get those candles lit
so that they'd be glowing when we'd get up about 4:00 in
t he nor ni ng.

You' d get up at 4:007?

Ch, always. [chuckl es]

Dd Santa O aus cone in those days?

Ch, you bet.

D d you believe in Santa O aus?

| should say. After we got the Christmas tree all
decorated and we hung up our stockings . . . we kids always

hung up our stockings. (This was the general tradition, it
woul dn't matter which house you went into, it would be the
sane traditional thing.) After we got the stockings hung,
we sat and Dad always told us stories, and then we were
hustled off to bed. And then while we was in bed Santa
Caus canme, and the next norning there were all these
things: candy and nuts and an orange and a banana - when
the bananas were available (we didn't have bananas for a
long tine).

That was a big treat in those days, wasn't it?

Yes. Wien we got a banana we thought that we'd really had
it then.
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CHAPTER FI VE

What kind of gifts would a child have gotten for Christnas
in those days?

The gifts were not many, the way kids get now But we were
a very fortunate famly because it seened |like we got as
much s anybody in the conmunity. One of the reasons is
because ny grandnother and all would run the store, and
they had great contacts with the big stores in Salt Lake
like Salt Lake Hardware. They always sent to Salt Lake
Hardware or ZCM wup in Salt Lake for certain things that we
got for Christmas. M sister and | always got a doll until
we were too old to get dolls.

Now how ol d woul d t hat have been?

Ch, about 12 or 13. And we always got a new dress.
Sonetines Mom nade it. Once in a great while we'd get a
boughten dress, but not very often. But we were so
fortunate because of the contact with the stores, a |lot of
kids didn't have those things. I renmenber at different
times one or the other of ny brothers would get a red wagon
made out of wood. Then as ny brothers got a little ol der,
they got saddles and bridles and saddl e bl ankets and t hi ngs
of that nature, because ny dad was in the cattl e business.
Thi ngs they coul d use.

Yes.

What kind of gifts did you kids get your parents? \Wat
woul d you gi ve your nother?

Handkerchiefs, for one thing. | can renenber getting a box
of beautiful handkerchiefs for Mther, and a bottle of
per f urne.

That was really special, you know. O course, we didn't

have too much noney as kids to buy things with, but we did
get sone noney. | can renmenber once giving ny nother a
beauti ful pin cushion.

What did you get your dad?

Sone socks or a tie or sone handkerchiefs. The usual

thing, you know - that went clear back to those days. I

can renenber giving ny dad a pair of really heavy wool

socks that he was really happy about. It was cold in the
wi nter and when | gave himthose socks, he was really happy
wi th those.

Dd you wap your presents up in pretty paper?

Ch yes. The paper was a cheap type of paper that tore
easily. It was hard to get it together w thout having a
tear init.

And you opened your gifts on Christmas norning?

Yes. M dad always got up at 4:00 in the norning and built

this big fire, and then he always cane to every bedroom
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door. "It's time to get up. It's Christmas norning." M
sister and | were just remniscing about Christnas. (M
sister lives in Bloomngton down by St. George, and | have
a condomniumin St. CGeorge where | spend sone tinme. She
was over at ny place not too long ago.) She said, "Can you
renenber Dad al ways com ng to the bedroom door and shouti ng
that it was Christmas norning - "Merry Christmas, it's tine
to get up’ at 4:00 in the norning?" He never cane any
other nmorning. M/ nother always got us up in the nornings
to go to school and things. But on Christmas norning Dad
got us up.

RM And that woul d have been before daylight?

LM Onh, long before daylight.

RM So you would see the tree there with the candles and
ever yt hi ng.

LM R ght. | suppose part of the deal was to get up and see

the tree lit.

RM Sure, in the dark. Wat was Christmas Day |ike?

LM W al ways opened our packages in the norning when we first
got up. The first requirenment was that we get up and get
dressed before we canme to participate in the Christnas
There was none of this business of being in your nightgown
or pajamas or anything -you got dressed. After we opened
our packages and things and had our Christmas, so to speak,
nmy nother always cooked a big breakfast for Christnas.
Many tinmes we had waffles on Christrmas. They had a waffle
iron that sat on the wood stove and you turned the handle
over like this so that it baked on both sides. W always
had waffles for Christmas, and usual ly sausage.

Back to this neat business | was telling you about: Wen
they killed the beef Dad used to take some of it and sone
pork and nmake sausage. They had a special recipe for
maki ng sausage: so nuch sage, so nmuch . . . and half beef
and half pork. Mm made bi g bags about 3-1/2 feet |ong out
of cheesecloth and they'd stuff that with the sausage.

After the neat was thoroughly mxed in big pans with the
seasoning and so on, they'd put it in the bags that Mm
sewed up. Then they'd hang them in the meat house during
the wnter. Then we'd go out and get one of those
sausages, as we called it, brought it in the house and Dad
would slice themoff and the pats of sausage woul d be about
4 inches in dianeter. Then they'd fry those. O course,
when they got them fried up they weren't quite that big.

But we had waffles and honenmade sausage for breakfast on
Christmas, and syrup, and | suppose naybe we got away
wi t hout having cooked cereal on Christnas. Qur breakf ast
usually consisted of some kind of cooked cereal, but |
think that we didn't have to do that. W used to get so
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tired of cooked cereal, | think we got out of it on
Christmas. Then later in the day, about 2:we always had a
big Christmas dinner.

RM  And what did that usually consist of?

LM Turkey. My grandnother raised sonme turkeys and so we
always had turkey for Christmas and Thanksgi ving. And
they'd stuff the turkey with dressing.

"Il have to tell you a little story about ny grandnother
and then you can see where ny dad got his teasing from |
must have been about 12 years old, and they invited sone of
the relatives from dowmn in the valley to conme up for
Christmas dinner and so on. Sonetimes we'd eat dinner at
nmy not her and dad's house and sonetines at ny grandnother's
house. Vell, this tine we ate dinner at ny grandnother's
house and they invited ny grandnother's niece (ny dad's
cousin), she happened to be a really good friend of ny
nother's before they were married. M/ nother and Emma
Richard cane over to Panaca to high school together and
they got to be good friends then. And it just so happened
that ny nother married her best friend s cousin. But she
and he husband and 3 children cane up for Christmas dinner.
And | always loved to go over and watch G andnot her Wi ght
stuff the turkey. Vell, this is the first time she had

ever seen candy corn. Are you famliar with the candy
corn? They look like a kernel of corn - yellow with a
little orange on it. Vell, that's a long tine ago. But
she'd seen it over at Caliente or soneplace, so she bought
Sone.

| have to backtrack a little bit. When they raised the
turkeys they always fattened them with the corn - they
shelled the corn off the cob. W fed the corn to the
turkeys and they would eat this whole kernel corn and
digest it through the crop and so on. Vel |, of course,

when the turkeys is dressed, the insides are all cleaned
out and the crop is right here in the neck. The corn and
everything is ground in there by the turkeys eating gravel
and various things, and that grinds the grain. Vell, ny
grandnot her fixed a place in that turkey where the crop had
been and put candy corn in it.

She had asked Carl Foremaster (who was ny dad's cousin's
husband) - he was kind of a tease, too - to carve the
turkey. They always set the turkey on the table whole as
it canme out of the oven - that was tradition. Then they
carved the turkey on the table. So she asked Car
Foremaster to carve the turkey. M dad had al ways done it
before and | thought this was kind of unusual - how cone
she was asking Carl Forenaster, the guest, to carve the
turkey? Well, he carved in and one or two of these pieces
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of corn came out on the platter. So he turned it around
like this and carved and another kernel or two cane out.
And he was so enbarrassed. He thought that G andnma had
forgot to clean the crop.

[ aughs]

Grandma got to laughing so that when Carl | ooked over and
saw ny grandnother |aughing, he |ooked down at that corn
and then he started to |augh, too. G andma used to tel
me, "That was a dirty trick to play on him" But she
enjoyed it.

That's funny. What other things did you have at dinner
besi des turkey?

Cranberries, mashed potatoes and turkey gravy, and then
we'd have sone kind of vegetables - whatever. In ny day
they raised |ots of cabbages and they'd pull themup by the
roots and then put the head of cabbage down in the dirt in
a row Then you'd go out and pull up the roots on the

cabbage.
The roots were sticking out?
Yes, they were sticking up like this. Ww'd pull the

cabbage up out of the dirt and then we'd pick the outside
| eaves off and wash it off and the cabbage would be snow
white when you cut into it like that. They'd just be
bl eached so white, you know.

Had the ground frozen though, or did it matter?

Yes, sonetinmes, but it didn't seemto.

"1l be darned.

If you left it out so that it got to thaw out before you
cooked it, then it would get soft. When they raised
cabbages before they put them in the ground in the row,
they used to bring them in, in the fall. They had big
knives that were sharp as could be and ny dad would slice
that cabbage off really fine and nake sauerkraut. W had
big crocks like this and you' d put a layer of sliced

cabbage and then sone salt and back and forth. When you
got through with that you put a big wooden |lid over the top

of it and a rock on the top of it. As the cabbage
fermented and becane sauerkraut, they'd have to dip the
liquid off every day until it got cured. Then we'd go down

with a big fork and dip up this sauerkraut into a pan and
take it to the house and cook it.

Wre fresh foods shipped in from the outside, or was it
j ust canned goods?

Just canned goods.

So any fresh foods you had were your own that you had
gr own.

Yes. W had bananas and oranges at Christnmas tinme - that's
the only tine we had anything fresh like that. They were
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t o0 expensi ve. But we raised lots of apples, and we had
big bins of apples and a big bin of potatoes. But the only
fruit that | can think of was not canned.

You grew the apples in H ko?

Yes.

D d you have any other fruit trees there?

Yes - peaches and pears and pl uns.

And they all did fine, huh?

Yes, and they'd bottle those. W call it canning now, but
in those days we bottled them because if you canned that
nmeant using a tin can, and they didn't use tine cans. W
just got glass bottles, and they put peaches or pears or
whatever into a big kettle with a sugar syrup (not too
heavy). They cooked them and then put themin bottles and
screwed the lid down tight and then put them in a big
kettl e and brought themto a boil.

And this was all done at your place at H ko?

Yes.

Canning was a big thing in the fall, wasn't it?

Ch yes - there were |lots of peaches and |lots of pears. W
had lots of pear trees. | used to get so tired of
preparing pears to go in the bottle. If you didn't can
them when they were just right . . . they had to be ripe
enough or they weren't any good - and the juice would just
run down your armlike this. I just hated that so nuch.

W were always getting a wash rag and nopping up our arns
because the juice would run down them

Is that right? Are those trees still over there?

| don't think there's a pear tree or a peach tree left in
H ko. I think they're all gone. They don't raise them
anynor e. | don't know why - | guess it's because people

don't can like they used to. W bought the ot that's next
to us over here [in Panaca] and there was an orchard up in
that end years ago. W gave that lot to our son Phil and
there are still sonme apple trees, but we get sone fruit
about every 7 years - other years they get frozen.

It's just too cold here, isn't it?

The frost cones at the wong time. This year we had tons
of apricots in Panaca. That's the first time we' ve had
apricots for years.

But you didn't have that problemat H ko, did you?

Not so nmuch, because they're a little warnmer over there.
How about things like lilac bushes - did you have them over
in H ko?

Lots of them

Were there any other kinds of flowers that you grew for
decoration and so on? For instance, did you grow those
yel | ow rose bushes that you see all over Nevada?
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Lots of them And sone red roses. But lots of the yellow
roses. [Tape is turned off for a while.]

W had another holiday in Pahranagat Valley in August -
Melon Day. W raised lots of waternelons in Alano and they
woul d nmeet at Ash Springs and they had |ots of ball ganes.
Basebal | ?

Yes. First they had a big picnic. Then they had ball
ganes all afternoon, and then they'd get the big truckl oad
of waternel ons out. And later on they used to conme from
over here on this side of the county. They'd bring the
ball team from here over there, and Al ano al ways had a bal
team Then they' d have the waternel on bust and then they'd
have a dance that night.

So there weren't too many holidays because people were so
scattered?

Right. Transportation wasn't that good.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

LM

During the Depression noney was really hard to cone by, and
nmy dad raised cattle, you know - range cattle. There used
to be cattle buyers who would cone in and buy them He had
one favorite cattle buyer who canme (and it wasn't his
fault, it was just the way of the Depression) and bought
sone cattle and shipped themto Los Angeles, and he didn't
get the noney, so he didn't have any noney to pay ny dad.
So ny dad was just out the noney for those cattle, but that
was the situation lots of times during the Depression.
VWl |, because of this setback with the cattle and not
having any sales for them he did a project. He gat hered
the cattle up from different people in the valley who
couldn't afford to buy feed for them and nore or |ess took
themto take care of them And we mlked them- ny dad and
my brother and | - (Kay and | weren't very big, but we
hel ped him mlk then. Then we had a separator. Ve
carried the mlk into a little house close by our house and
we'd separate the mlk and then put the creaminto about a
gall on can. W'd save that until we got a 10-gallon can
full of creamand then we'd ship it over to Caliente and it
went up to Salt Lake on the train. Then they'd send us a
check back for it. And that's how we bought sugar and
flour and things. | even got a pair of shoes from the
cream check

I's that right?

That was a great thing, I'Il tell you. O course we had
all the mlk and cream that we needed to use. W did not
suffer during the Depression as far as necessities. W had
chi ckens and turkeys, so we had eggs. And we had chi ckens,
turkeys and beef and all the food that you could think of,
and we shipped enough cream that we could buy sugar and
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salt and flour. Gandnother Wight (as | told you before)
bought flour in great quantities for her store, so | don't
know that we bought a great deal of flour. And we bought
coal oil for the lanps - we did not have electricity. W
used to buy the coal oil in bulk.

Were you making any noney on the store or was it kind of a
br eak- even proposition?

Vell, by that tine the store was about to the final end
(that was probably another reason for it). W closed the
store in '34. Thirty-two was about when we were mlKking
t he cows.

D d people pay cash or did you have a lot of credit at the
store?

Bot h.

The locals would run a store bill. They had little books
that had duplicates, so she'd wite out everything they'd
bought - bottle of vanilla, a dozen eggs, or whatever - and
total it up. They'd take their slip and go hone with it
and the other slip was left in their book. And each famly
that ran an account had a book, so she'd have a running

bal ance on the book. When they finally got sone noney
they'd cone in and pay it on their store bill. But for
peopl e who just went through the country . . . you see, we

were on the road between Ely and Tonopah at that tine.
There was not hing down the Wiite R ver

Oh really? You nean goi ng down through CUrrant7

If you started through Ely. No, there was no road there.
The only roads from like Ely to Tonopah was down through
Pi oche and across and t hrough H ko and over to Tonopah.

Ch, | didn't know that.

So we had quite a bit of traffic that went through. | can
remenber as a young girl walking along the road close by
hone, and a car cane along and stopped and they said, "Can
you tell us where we can find the road to Tonapah?"

[ accent on second syl | abl e]

[ chuckl es]
And | wondered where Tonapah [accent on second syl abl €]
was, you know. Finally | figured it out. But we were on

the main road. That was one reason why they ran the gas
station. All we had was a gas filter that you punped by
hand.

Ddit have the glass thing on top that you punped through?
Yes.

In the early '30s was the store a pretty good source of
incone for the famly?

| think the reason they closed it was because they had too
much out on the books.
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So you had to take a |lot of |osses when you carried credit
like that?

Yes. W had so nuch loss. W didn't get enough noney from
t he peopl e because they couldn't pay, so we couldn't send
the noney to salt Lake to Salt Lake Hardware and United
G oceries. ZCM, United Goceries, and Salt Lake Hardware
were the 3 big conpanies in Salt Lake that they bought from
and had nerchandi se shipped to Hko. United Goceries was
where we got the flour and a ot of the groceries. | don't
know all the things they got from United Hardware, but |
know that was one of the big conpanies. ZCM is where we
got the [dry goods].

That's a big departnent store. They still have it, don't
t hey?

Yes, they still have it. [ They have a lot of branches in
Uah.] | know ZCM first just opened up a furniture store

in St. George. Now they have a shopping nmall close to the
town of Washington. And ZCM has a big store in that big
fancy shopping nall.

It's a departnent store, right?

Yes. ZCM and Penney's and Wl -Mart are the main ones in
t hat shopping mal | .

At that tine the road from H ko to Tonopah was not paved,
was it?

Ch, | should say not.

What was it like to get fromH ko to Caliente?

Vell, fromHKko to Caliente you'd go north of Hko a little
ways, about 4 mles - alnbst to where we used to turn off

to go up to the Indian canp I was telling you about. But
we went through a natural cut in the nmountain range al ong
t here. The road would go up, and through that cut and
there was about 2 feet of sand.

CGood | ord.

Those old Mdel-Ts had a hard tine getting through that
sand, let me tell you. W'd go up through there and then
across what they called Six Mle Flat (we still go through
Six Mle Flat), but where we cane out of the upper canyon
through that cut in the nountains we went way above where
the road is now Now, when you cane from Al anb you canme up
t hrough the valley. Then you cane up by Gystal Springs
and through where these great, huge, big rocks are.

Yes.

Vell, we did not go that way for years and years - until
they nmade the oil road. W went way up above. And then we
cut across the flat they called Six Mle Flat, and then we
got onto the dirt road. It was all dirt, but we got onto
nore of where the road is now Then we went through
Del amar Flat, and then you cone to where the joshuas are.
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When you get to the joshua trees, then you go off across to
the south of you - to Delamar. W went over the Caliente
Summt in the vicinity of where the road is now, because
that's where the natural canyon is.

RM | see. But it was a dirt road.

LM On yes - all dirt. W'd | eave hone at about 7:00 in the
nmorning to go to Caliente and we'd have lunch on the
Caliente Summt.

RM Five hours to get to the Caliente Sutmt? |Is that right?

LM W'd have lunch and then we'd get down into Caliente at
maybe 2: 00 in the afternoon. W hardly ever went over till
1938 or '36 that we didn't stay overnight. It wasn't till
they built the highway. One of the reasons was that
pulling that summt was really hard on the cars, because
the summt was steep in the old road. So we nearly al ways
pl anned on goi ng over and stayi ng overni ght.

RM Dd you stay with friends, or was there a notel or hotel?

LM Both. W usually stayed with friends, but occasionally if
they weren't there we stayed in the notels. They had a big

hotel. It's right on the corner, but it's closed now and |
don't know that you' d recognize it, the drugstore is in
part of it.

RM  Wiat occasions took you to Caliente?

LM  Doctor, grocery shopping . . . of course, we had to go
through Caliente to go to Pioche for anything that was
connected with legal things - it was the county seat, so

for taxes and what-have-you we cane over to Caliente and
then on up to Pioche and then back to Caliente to stay
overnight, and then we'd conme hone the next day.

RM D d you ever go to Las Vegas?

LM  Ch yes.
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CHAPTER SI X

M/ first experience with Las Vegas involved ny sister.
She's about 9 years younger than | am (she was born in
Decenber and | would be 9 in February) and she was born in
Las \Vegas. My nother had a difficult birth with ny
brother, so ny dad was going to take her down to Las Vegas
where there was a doctor. In those days, First Street was
a residential area, and we had a house that ny dad rented
on First Street. The railroad went right behind it. The
doctor canme to the house and delivered the baby - |I'm sure
there was no hospital in Las Vegas in 1929.

So that was before Boul der Danf

Ch yes. There was not really a whole lot to Las Vegas
until they cane in to build Boul der Dam There was one big
hotel there -or we thought it was a big one - the E
Cortez.

[chuckl es] Yes. Then they had the Sal Sagev, [I|aughs] and
that was about the extent of it. So that was about the
only tinme you went there, for nedical purposes?

Yes. There was not much in Las Vegas, so there was no

reason to go. That was ny first experience. Do you want
to know how | went to Las Vegas for Christmas? ny sister
was born on the 17th of Decenber, and | stayed with ny
grandnother Wight and ny aunt, who was not nmarried then,
so that | could go to school, and the rest of the famly
went to Las Vegas.

What grade were you in?

Ch, the third, or sonmething. Well, we were going down to
Las Vegas for Christmas to be with ny nother and dad, and
then | had a brother and a new baby sister. W went down
to Las Vegas in a truck that Marion Stewart owned that had
a rack on the back and he hauled a big Jersey bull in the
back of it - he was taking it to Las Vegas.

[chuckles] 1Is that right?

So Marion Stewart, ny grandnother, ny aunt and nyself were

all in that little cab with the Jersey bull in the back,
rolling this way and that way. And it was all dirt road.
Ch, ny word.

W left at 4:00 in the norning. Ve lived in Hko and
Marion was in Alanb, so we'd gone down to Al anpo and stayed
overnight with ny grandnother's sister. W left A anpb at
4:00 in the nmorning with this truck with the Jersey bull to
go to Las Vegas and we got there about 8:00 at night - |ong
after dark.

Ch, it took that |ong?

You bet. And we went down through Corn Creek. Have you
ever heard of Corn Creek?
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|'ve heard of it. The Las Vegas and Tonopah Railroad used

to stop on Corn Creek. It's on the other side of Sheep
Mount ai n.

Ri ght .

So you didn't go down the way the highway [does now .

| should say not. W had the long way around, "Il tell
you.

So you went over and hit what would now be H ghway 95 to
Mercury . :

Vell, we would have if there'd been one.

In fact, you crossed what is now the Test Site, didn't you?
Yes.

Tell me about that route across there.

It was a long, long road full of lots of ruts and sand

with nothing but a few water holes to stop and fill the
truck with. W stopped at Coyote - do you know where
Coyote is?

|'ve heard of it, but don't know exactly where it i

Vel l, you know where they had those houses of ill repute
down on the road to Las Vegas. They had those 2 brothels
close to Coyote. Coyote is just alittle west of

It's south of Alano, right?

Yes - | was going to say it's about hal fway between Al ano
and the dark County line, but they're closer to dark
County by quite a bit. Anyway, you'd go west of where
t hose houses were and that was Coyote Springs.

Was there anything there, or just a spring?

There was just a spring. The water just cane up out of a
little spring. There were tules and things around there
and a little creek that went off down. But after it went

S.
I

down the road a ways it just sank in the sand. Vell, we
went down by Coyote, but we had to stop and get water there
for the truck. | can renmenber that.

Was it was heating up?

In those days, it was just one of those things that you had
to do. You either had to carry a lot of water with you -
or enough to get fromone place to another - that was just

part of it. It didn't matter what car it was - pulling
t hrough the sand was hard on it.
So we stopped at Coyote, | know, and got water, and then we

went on down to Corn Creek

Now where is Corn Creek?

You' ve got to go south of Coyote and still west, get on the
other side of Sheep Mountain. Wen you said it was
probably in the vicinity of the Test Site, | guess you're
probably right. But you see, then we cane in and we would
be comng in on the road from Tonopah to Las Vegas. [''m
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sure that road was there. It was just an old dirt road

t hen.

RM I'lIl bet you crossed over north of Sheep Muntain. | f
you're going to Tonopah you cone to Sheep Mountain, and
then . . .

LM  Well, we went on the west side of Sheep Muntain.

RM  Yes, but not too far from I ndian Springs.

LM | think that's right. | don't renmenber going through any
springs - there may not have been an Indian Springs then.

RM | think there was probably a ranch there then.

LM O sonething like that. But Coyote and Corn Creek are the
2 places that | have in m nd.

RM Was there really a creek at Corn Creek?

LM  Yes. But it wasn't the kind of creek you think about, it
was nore like the one at Coyote. It was just a little
dribble that kind of went al ongside the road a ways.

RM Dd you ever take the train into Vegas? O course, you'd
have to go clear to Caliente to get the train, wouldn't
you?

LM R ght. Wen ny nother and her nother went down to Las
Vegas, ny dad took them to Caliente and put them on the
train to Las Vegas so they wouldn't have to go through this
long trip with her expecting |ike that. But then he took
sonme of the bel ongings and things and went down in the car.

But we went with Marion instead of going over to Caliente
to the train. Years |ater we went to Las Vegas on the
train quite often.

RM Dd these trips to Caliente and el sewhere in a car always
involve a lot of flat tires?

LM Oh, I'msure we had flat tires occasionally. I can only,
actual ly, renenber one, but ny dad was always very careful
to keep his tires and everything up and carry spares and so
on, so we never had any great worries.

RM  How about trips to Cedar Gty or Salt Lake?

LM W nearly always went to Salt Lake once during the summer.
My dad (who died of silicosis) had a sister - his youngest
sister in Salt Lake, Aunt Christina. My grandnot her and
her sister-in-law kept a great relationship so we always
went to Salt Lake. But [those trips didn't start] until
about 1932. | know that we went on the train a tinme or two
before that. W went to Caliente and then got on the train
to Salt Lake. The first tine that | can actually renmenber
going to Salt Lake in the car was in 1932. M dad bought a
new car, and that was during the Depression, if you can

I magi ne.
RM  What kind of car did he buy?
LM A ways a Ford. Wwell, I'll have to take that back. W had

a Model -T Ford, then in 1926 ny dad bought a Chevrolet. It
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had a rubberized top and it had a windshield, and | don't
know what it had in the back, but it was all open on the
sides. Wien it was cold in the winter or if it was going
to rain, we'd put up these isenglass curtains. They
snapped or sonething on the sides, and they had little
wi ndows out of isengl ass. And you could see out through
the windshield. W had that car from'26 to '32, and then
nmy dad bought a new Ford, and it was a sedan.

It was a Model - A?

No, it was past the Mdel-A | think the Mdel - A was about
"*30. But this was enclosed, it had windows in it.

Very | uxurious and warm

Ri ght! [ chuckl es] Ch, it was a |uxury. It had this
really neat upholstery that was kind of nohair-Ilike. It
was really sonething to have a car during that tine. \%%
dad was probably better off than nost of the people because
he had the cattle.

Al the tinme that you were growi ng up at H ko you never had
public power, did you?

Ch no.

Tell us how you lived without electricity and what you did
for lights and cooling and what not.

For cooling, you opened the doors and the w ndows - that
was the only cooling system we had in the summertine.
Fortunately, in Hko we nearly always had an eveni ng breeze
so that the nights cooled off. Down in Alanb it was
warnmer, Hko is alittle higher.

And a lot of people slept outside in the sumertine cause
it would be cooler. I can renenber sone of them getting
sheets and getting them wet and hangi ng them between trees
and so on, so a little bit of the breeze would cone
through, and that's how they kept cool. W didn't ever
have to do that up at Hko. W had this big, screen porch
around our house and ny nother and dad put a bed out and
slept out there, and | had a bedroom that had a north door
and we opened the north door and we'd get this breeze in
the bedroom W had no other cooling systemthan that.

W didn't have a bathroom in the house when | lived in
H ko. W did have the water piped in because we Iived
about 1-1/2 mles, | guess, fromthe spring where the water
cane out of the rock in the nountainside. M dad and one
of the neighbors - Jim Castle, who lived next to us -
bought used pipe in Delamar and brought it over and piped
water fromH ko Spring down into the houses - Castle's, and
nmy Gandnother Wight's and our house. So we had cold
water in the house. W had a big sink and a tap with the
cold water. That beat carrying it from the ditch, which
they' d al ways done bef ore.
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W had a ditch that went out in front of the house with a
big box that he built so that we could go out and dip up
the water. W used the water out of the ditch to wash the
clothes with, and we'd bring it in and heat it up for the
bat h. W bathed in what they called a nunber 3 tub, the
| arger size of washtub that we used to wash the clothes in.
In the cook stove they had a place in the back that they
called the reservoir. You took your kettle and dipped the
hot water out of the reservoir and put it into the bathtub.
And we always put a big kettle on the wood stove to heat
wat er for the bath.
How often did you kids take a bath?
Ch, probably not nore than twi ce a week.
Then for lights, at first we had kerosene lanps. W had a
kerosene lanp for every room - one in the kitchen and one
in the living roomand one in each bedroom On Saturday it
was ny job to clean the |anp chimeys, to get the black off
of themand clean them They were all to be polished every
Saturday, and the coal oil, or kerosene, (they're the sane
thing) replenished so that every lanp was filled with the
kerosene. They usually lasted a week, except for maybe the
kitchen or the living room whichever one got used the
nost .
Dd you burn the lanps all the tine in each room or only
when sonebody was in there?
Only when sonebody was in there. In the evening, as soon
as it would start getting dark, we'd light the lanp in the
kitchen and one in the living room The bedroons woul dn't
get lit until we were getting ready to go to bed or, if for
any reason, we needed to be in there. Usually that was the
way it was.
D d you use stick matches?
Yes, just |ike we have now.
D d you ever get Al addin | anps?
W never had an Aladdin lanp. M uncle Merle Schofield, ny
not her's brother, had one, but after the kerosene ones we
had a gasol i ne one.
Ch, like a Col eman | anp?

Ri ght .

They were like a different world, weren't they?

Ch, | should say so. W had lanterns and lanps with the
mant el s. But we used white gasoline in those. It didn't
use the regular gasoline that you . . . we burned in the
car. It's nore |like aviation gasoline now.

And you had to punp themup, didn't you?
Ch yes, both the |anps and the | anterns.
Do you renenber about when you got the white gas | anps?
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| would guess it was probably about 1930, sonewhere in that

vicinity. W also had gasoline irons then.

hreally? I'mnot famliar with them

Instead of the flat iron that | was telling you about

before, we had an iron that |ooked sonething like the

electric irons now, only they were that |ong. They were

just about this long and then they had a little tank on the

end of them Then they had a little tiny tube - | don't

think it was copper, but something simlar to a copper tube

that ran fromthe tank down into the iron part. Then there

were holes in there. And you had to punp the iron up al so.
You' d punp it up, but the air forced the gasoline through.
Lanps and irons all were the sane thing, but there were no

mantel s on the irons.

There was a flanme burning in there just like a | anp?

Yes. You'd turn the gasoline on a little bit after you'd

punp the air up, then you'd turn the little knob with a

little of the gasoline in it, take a match and strike it

and light it through here. After you got it going the

flame would burn all the time wth the little blue flane

about 1/4 inch high. That woul d heat up, and as soon as

the iron got hot you could start to iron. But you didn't

have to run back and forth to the cook stove, you didn't

have to have that hot fire going all the tine. It was a

dr eam And it was convenient. Wen we got the electric

irons with the cord on them they were an annoyance to us
because of that cord draggi ng across there.

Ch, right - you weren't used to that.

No. W could just iron with the gas iron.

What did you do to keep food cool ?

W didn't have any refrigerator in H ko until about 1936 or
1 37. | went to Reno to school in '38, but we had the
refrigerator before that.

And was it a gas refrigerator?

Yes - a Flano. It had propane gas that you got in a tank.
What did you do before that if you wanted to keep food from
spoi | i ng?

Vell, we had a cooler. You could buy them or y dad built
ours. It stood about 4 feet high and it was about 2 feet

wide and it had a couple of shelves. The ones you bought
were nmade out of metal and they had holes in them about the
size of ny finger. M grandnother Wight had one with the
metal. The sheets of netal on the top and the sides and so
on had the holes. Wen Dad built ours he just used screen
and covered the square box that he nade for the franme with
screen, and then they covered that w th gunnysacks. They
had a little tank on the top of that, and there was a
little spigot that the water dripped down on the top of and
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it would go down onto the burlap and keep the burlap wet,
and that would keep the food and the mlk - especially the

mlk - cool. W put mlk in big pans and set it out there
in the cooler and it'd stay pretty well, it would really be
good. It would last all day w thout getting sour.

When did electricity come into H ko?

H ko didn't get electricity until 45,

D d peopl e have generators or anything |ike that?

Vell, in Alano they had Delco plants, and they had wres
run fromthis big Delco plant. It was run by batteries
t hat | ooked about |ike an autonobile battery. But they had
a bank of them If | renenber right there were about 12 of
them and that ran the generator.

Was that for each house, or for the whole town?

This was for the whole town. But, you see, the town wasn't
as bigas it is now But that's what they had when we went

to Alano to live in "41. | came to Panaca to teach school
and the famly lived in Hko until that fall. But when
they went they were still using the bank of electricity.
Wen we went to Alano . . . Hko didn't get electricity
until long after A ano did.

Wiere did it cone in from the south?

Yes. The line cane up fromLas Vegas and Boulder Cty. It

cane to Lincoln County mnes and up here to Pioche first.
They had electricity in Caliente and Panaca and Pioche
because they brought the line up through Delamar Flat from
Las Vegas for the m nes.

So Pioche didn't get electricity till the '30s, the '40s?

| cane here in 1940 and they just got electricity then.
Sone of the honmes in Panaca were just getting wired for

electricity in 1940 when | came here to teach school
Lester, ny husband, lived down here at the end of the
street. Wwen | cane to teach they were just getting their
house wired, so it was just in 1940, | guess.

D d they have a comunity plant before then?

Yes. Panaca did, like A ano did. But Alano didn't have
power when | cane here to teach school. Wien ny fol ks

noved from H ko down to Al ano they had this generator bank
But | was nmarried in '43 and they had electricity in Al ano

by then. They had just got it in.

Vell Lorene, let's pick up on your life where you graduated

from high school in 1938. You had a question, Banbi.

Yes, | wanted to ask what your graduation cerenony was |ike

when you graduated from high school ? Dd you have the

robes or ?

No. Wien | gfaduated from high school (it was the sane
here in Lincoln County as it was over in Pahranagat Vall ey)
we wore really pretty dresses - long, like you would to a
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dance. My graduation dress was a peach colored chiffon
It was long - clear to the floor. Al the other girls'
dresses were long and they were various col ors.

Dd the whole fam |y and everybody cone for the cerenony?
! And we had the graduation up on the stage at the
Pahr anagat Valley Hgh School, and they had the
val edictorian and the cell and things like they do now
They had one who gave the history and one who gave the wll
and the whol e thi ng.

D d they have a band that played the nusic when you narched
in?

Ch yes. W had a really good band in Pahranagat Valley
H gh School when | graduat ed.

Banbi graduated from Tonopah H gh.

Yes, in '87, soit's kind of fresh in ny mnd.

Yes, | qguess so. W had the regular cerenony, but we
didn't have robes. After the graduation program was over
with the trustees and the principal and so on did their
ritual of handing out the diplomas |like they do now.  Now,
in Lincoln County H gh School they had all the graduates
march by the nenber of the school board that gave out the
di pl onas. The president of the school board always stood
by the table where the stack of diplomas were and the
graduates would nmarch by and get their diplomas. Over here
at Lincoln County H gh School (even after | cane over here
to teach school this same thing happened) the president of
the school board was a M. Denton from Caliente, and he
gave all of the girls a kiss.

Is that right? On the cheek?

Yes. Al the girls hated to go through the |line cause M.
Denton was going to kiss them [l aughs]

[ aughs]

That's funny.

W didn't have to go through that over at the Pahranagat
Vall ey H gh School. Wen | cane here to teach school, you
see, he still was doing that. He had been the president of
the school board for years and years, so every class
suf fered t hrough that.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

LM M dad and WII Stewart |eased Sand Spring Valley to run
their cattle on - that's the valley just on the east side
of Railroad Valley. Railroad Valley is one valley over
t owar ds VWarm Spri ngs.

RM Is it the sane valley that Rachel is in?

LM  Yes. You went down past Hancock Summt and Coyote Summ t
and past where Tinpahute was (kind of up in the hills).
You went past it for a ways (in fact, you went past Rachel
a little ways) before you turned to your right and headed
north up through the Sand Spring Valley. W had a little
hone base type of a place called Shadow. The reason they
called it Shadow was because there was a nountain right
there, and this little house and a corrals and what-have-
you were in the shadow of this nountain.

They had wells all over Sand Spring Valley that were punped
with windmlls, but the one there at Shadow was punped by
gasol i ne. The notor was run by gasoline and they had to
keep filling the tank with the gasoli ne.

There was a 3-room house there - a big living room and a
kitchen and a big bedroom and all the nen who worked there
had beds in this room And there were corrals built all
around. Then there was the tack house, as they called it,
where the saddl es and things were kept.

One of WII Stewart's boys had just been nmarried and he was
going out and they were going to live in this house at
Shadow and take care of the wells. They had to go around
to all the wells and nake sure they were all running and
punping so the cattle wouldn't be without water. They were
going out one Sunday afternoon (they'd cone in Saturday
ni ght and go back out Sunday afternoon before dark) driving
up this dirt road, chugging along through the sand, and
they spotted an airplane on the ground in the valley not
too far off the road. This was such an unusual thing - to
see an airplane. So they knew that there was a calamty or
sone reason he had nade a forced |anding, because it was
sitting out there in the desert. There was a little brush
all over and the airplane was just sitting out there.

They couldn't drive the car across because they'd get stuck
in the sand, but they got out of the car and wal ked over to
this airplane. This new bride (she'd been married about 3
nmont hs, | guess) had beautiful blond hair, she was really a
pretty girl and [her husband] wal ked up to this airplane
and | ooked down in the cockpit and there was this young man
alone in there. He had been there for several hours. He'd
wal k this way and he'd walk that way and he could not see
the road that was over there so that he could conme out on
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the road anyplace. He had witten notes to his sweetheart
and to his parents and so on, "This is what happened." |
don't renmenber what happened to the plane, but sonething to
the notor, and he was just forced to land. It did tear up
t he pl ane sonmewhat, but he was not hurt to any extent.
But he didn't know which way to go for help, did he?
No, he didn't know Being out there on the desert with no
water, he was prepared to just lie there and die. So here
cane this young couple going to Shadow. As she clinbed up
and | ooked down in there, and he saw her, he said he
t hought he was dead and he'd seen an angel. He said it was
a great experience for him
What happened next ?
Wen he realized that he was still alive and these were
live, real people and all this, he was really excited. And
they were excited to have an airplane out here in nowhere.
They just loaded him up in the car and took him on to
Shadow with them They fed him and he drank well, because
he had been there for hours, you see.
He was dry. [chuckl es]
And it was in the sumertine. They had groceries and
everything and with themfor the next week. They were able
to take care of his needs and fix him a bed (there were
several beds there for the cowboys) and he was so grateful
to that couple.
Isn't that sonething?
He said they saved his life. 1'll tell you, they did. You
see, nobody woul d have picked himup. Wll, he stayed with
them for a couple of days and rested, because it was
necessary for this fellow to make his circles to nmake sure
that the cattle all had water. Then they brought himin to
Alanb. There was one telephone in A ano, but he was able
to get out on the telephone to reach his parents and tal k
to them | don't renenber the details of what happened - |
suppose that he eventually got on the train and went to
Salt Lake - that's where he was from
Dd they get his plane out of there?

Yes, they did. | was trying to renmenber how in the world
they got the plane up to Shadow. (It's down here severa
mles anay.) | don't really know how they got to the plane

up there, but | renmenber seeing the plane at Shadow.

What year was it that the airplane crash | anded out there?

| guess it was about 1930.

Now, you graduated in 1938. What went through your mnd
wi th graduation?

Vel l, about the tine | was a senior in high school | nade
up ny mnd that I was going to be a schoolteacher. One of
ny nei ghbors had been a school teacher and | got acquainted
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with her. That was Keith Whipple' s nother, the Wipples
lived on the corner. She had been a school teacher, she'd
conme down to Sunnyside to teach school and that's where she
met Murray. They got married and lived at Sunnyside, and
then they cane down and bought the place in H ko and she
still lives there.

Is that right? She's still living there?
Yes. Her husband died, but she's renmarried again. Kei th
lives where we did and then they live up on the hill we

used to call the Castle place.
And the Castle place was the original school ?

Yes. If I was over there | could show you where it is
The building is still there, unless they' ve taken it down.

I s your school building still there - the one you went to
as a child?

No, it's all gone. | don't know what's becone of those
bui I dings - the schools at H ko, Oystal and Richardville.
Vel |, you nmade up your mnd to be a schoolteacher. How did

you decided to reach that goal ?

| decided that | was going to be a schoolteacher so | was
going to go to Reno to school. In those days, if you went
to Reno to school you had the first opportunity to teach in
Nevada. They didn't go over to UWah and up to Idaho and
around and recruit teachers like they do now - they hired
the ones out of the University of Nevada first. I f they
couldn't get any there, then they'd go sonepl ace el se. But
we always had the first opportunity. So that's why | went

to Reno, Reno was the big school then. BYU was a snall
school , conparatively. Cedar was there, but it was very
smal | . If you wanted to teach school you went to the

Uni versity of Nevada for the reason | just told you

Reno nust have seened like a mllion mles away and very
intimdating to a girl that had growmn up in H ko.

Right - 1'd grown up out here in H ko and hardly been off
t he pl ace. Now for the financial situation: My dad and
John Castle (who lived up on this Castle place we were
tal ki ng about) owned sone cattle together. | don't know
why, but that is the way it was. M/ dad had his own
cattle, and he had the brand Hattie-T. It was like this.

It was a hat with an upside-down T inside of it.

Then | ater he had the 7HL.

h, K- a7 wthan L joined by an H

Then the cattle John Castle and ny dad owned had a Bar-QO
And these brands were all recorded. MNow, this was recorded
in John Castle and John Wight's name, but John Castle was
old and he decided he was too old to go out and take care
of the cattle. So he said to ny dad, "John, let's sell
those cattle,” and they did.
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But there were still cattle out on the range that weren't

gathered in - it was hard to gather themall up out on the
range. So he said, "I'd like to give the cattle that we
haven't been able to gather to Kay and Lorene . . . " (Kay
is the brother that's just younger than | anm) " . . . and

the brand Bar-O" And we were just young kids then. Well,
those cattle grew and they gathered up calves and they
branded all the nmothers and calves that went into the Bar-
O Wwll, by the tine | got ready to go to school, which
was about 10 or 12 years later, there were quite a few head
of cattle accunulated. So Dad said to ne, "Do you want to
sell your half interest in the Bar-O" (that's how they

referred to the outfit) " . . . and take the noney and go
to school ?"

And | said, "Yes."

So he said, "Wll, Kay will buy you out." He's 3 years

younger than | am so Dad took ny brother, who was 15, and
they went over to Pioche to the bank and borrowed the noney
from the bank and Dad signed the note with Kay and got
enough noney to buy ny half of the cattle. So now the Bar-
Ocattle outfit is Kay's.

How much did it cone to - your half interest?

Ch, | got about $3200, sonething like that. But in those
days, you could go to school on about $1000 a year -
especially if you worked. So | had enough noney, about, to
go to school because | worked when | was going to school .
And that's how | went to school.

Where were they running the cattle?

Up on Irish Muntain and Coal Valley and Cherry O eek,
which is all north of H ko. Irish Mountain is up there
where the mnes were. That was sone of their range, and
then just north of H ko -the road goes up through there
NOWw.

And your dad had the grazing rights? O did they need
grazing rights in those days?

They didn't have grazing rights then.

You just grazed your cattle wherever you had water.

Yes, kind of. You didn't have to worry about it with the
governnment or anything, but the Wights had grazing here,
and the Nesbitts had sonepl ace el se, and the Sharps down in
the valley ( who were related to ny dad) had anot her place,
and it was just kind of designated that that was their

range. | don't know what they did to have claimto it, but
there were no Taylor Grazing fees nor anything like that in
t hose days.

Right. So you got the noney to go to school and went off
to Reno. How did you get up there?
M/ nother and dad took ne in the car.
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D d you go up through Ely?

Yes, | think so. | renenber Austin .
It was a long trip, wasn't it?
Yes.

The roads weren't paved by then, were they?

Ch, no. They probably were oiled fromFallon into Reno, or
sonething like that. But ny nother had a sister who |ived
up there, so they went up and took nme to school, and then
they stayed with her sister - ny aunt - for a day or so and

then canme back hone. Wen | wanted to cone hone for
Thanksgiving it was too far, so | didn't conme for
Thanksgi ving. Wen | cane for Christmas, | cane on the bus

to Ely and ny dad and nother canme to Ely and hel ped ne off
the bus. W stayed in the hotel overnight, and then cane
hone t he next day.
The Nevada Hotel ?
Yes. The next year | had a different story. There were
sone kids from Lincoln County who went to school up there
and al so there was a young nman who had worked with the Soi
Conservation down here - GCeorge Canel son. He was ol der
than the regular bunch of us and he had a car. | got to
know himquite well and he used to bring us back and forth.
So I'd cone with George. He'd cone to Caliente and there
was Lee and Enmery Conway and there was another girl here,
Virginia Mathews, who is a relative of ny husband's. She
and | got to be good friends at the university. V¢ cane
down as far as Panaca and |1'd stay overnight with Virginia
and her folks, and then ny nother and dad would conme from
H ko and get ne.
Ddyou find it intimdating up there at first, or did you
take to it like a duck to water?
Can you believe a young girl that lived in H ko by herself
going up there and not being intimdated?
That's what | was wonderi ng.

Vell, it's just like everything else - it's what you get
used to. The first 2 weeks went along pretty well, and
then | got honesick. And | was really honesick. | was
si ck. That's the only tine in ny life that |'ve been
honesi ck. Every night I'd cone home from school and |'d
actually be sick, and 1'd say, "This is not worth it. It's
just not worth it." But | had ny noney in a savings

account down at the bank and the only way | could get it
was during banking hours (you'd take a little book and go
down and draw it out) | couldn't do it at night so, "In the
morning I'mgoing to go back honme. |'m going down and draw
the noney out and |I'm going home on the bus to Ely and Mom
and Dad can cone to Ely and get nme. |I'mnot going to stick
it out." The next nmorning I'd wake up and |'d feel better,
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"Wll, 1'll go to class today." 1'd go to class all day
and when I'd cone hone 1'd go through the sane thing, and |
did that for 2 weeks.

RM  And then what happened?

LM | finally got over it. Then | got a job working in the
dining hall. They had a big dining hall, there was
Artenesia and Manzanita and the dining hall was in between,
the Lincoln Hall was where the boys stayed. It was just up
on the hill a little bit, and there was a big |ake they
called Manzanita Lake. It's still there. Have you been to
the University of Nevada?

BM | haven't spent nuch tinme there.

LM  Well, the lake's still there. Artenesia Hall is gone, but
Manzanita Hall is still there, and | guess Lincoln Hall is.

| worked in the dining hall and got acquainted with a | ot
of the kids, and then everything went al ong snoothly.
| had a job and | had friends and | got interested in
school and it didn't bother ne not to go honme for
Thanksgi ving because there were a lot of kids in the sane
boat, there were kids from Msquite and Logandale who
couldn't go hone for Thanksgiving. So they had the dining
room open because there were enough kids there, and on
Thanksgi ving Day they had a nice turkey dinner for all of
the ones who couldn't go hone. W got together and did
sonething -we were together all that day, and it wasn't too
bad. W suffered through it pretty well. But then at
Christmas | cane honme, as | told you, on the bus. Then the
next year | went hone for Thanksgiving and Christnas
because | dated George Canel son and he had a car, and there
were the 2 Conway boys | had kind of known before. You
see, | didn't know the kids over here before - there was no
communi cation. Wen | got up to the University of Nevada |
got acquainted with the kids fromthis part of the county.
Wen | got ready to finish school the dean of education
told us how to send out the applications with your picture
and so on, but it was inproper to send an application to a
school unless you knew that there was an opening. So you'd
go through a ritual of finding out what schools had an
opening. So, do you know where Barclay is?

RM No
LM It's a little place on the railroad that goes from Salt
Lake to Las Vegas. Famlies lived there that had cattle

and ranches, and sone of them worked on the railroad. I
don't know how many famlies there were - probably 8 or 10
in the vicinity. But they had a school there and they had
an openi ng. So | sent ny application down to the only
place that | could find an opening. O course, | knew
where it was and kind of knew of the people because ny dad
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knew them through the <cattle business. |  sent ny
application down there and | got a letter back and it said,
"W were interested in your application but we want a
personal interview " Can you inagi ne?

RM [ chuckl es]

LM I'mclear up in Reno and they want a personal interview and
the transportation . . . Well, | went into Dean Trainer,
who was the dean of education, and | told him about this
letter. | said, "Dean, there's no way | can go. |'ve got
finals, | don't even have transportation to get there
What am | going to do?"

He said, "Lorene, that school will still be there when you

get through. Just don't worry about it."

RM  [laughs] He knew, then?

LM [l aughs] He really was reassuring. Then the norning of
graduation he had us all out there on what they called the
guadrangl e and then we had to march into the building where
they were going to hold the graduation. Dean Trainer cane
along and he said, "Lorene, they need a teacher down to

Panaca and they need one in Caliente, and | sent your
papers and your recommendations and everything down there,"
just kind of casual |Iike. | didn't even nake out an

appl i cati on.

| went ahead with graduation and when |I cane honme | said to
Mom and Dad, "I guess | need to go over to Barclay for that
personal interview" \Vell, we were all going to go - ny
dad was going to take me to Barclay and he needed to go
Pioche also. It would nmake a |ong day, but the roads were
a lot better by then.

RM  This woul d have been what year?

LM N neteen forty-two. So we were going to go, but on the way
we stopped to get the mail (the post office was about a
mle from our house) and in the mail was a contract from
Panaca for the first and second grade. They'd never seen
me, |'d never sent an application or anything, they just
took Dean Trainer's word for it and sent ne a contract
signed by the school board.

RM Isn't that sonething?

LM So all | had to do was sign it. W were all ready to go
the other way, and Dad already needed to go to Pioche
anyhow, so we just went on. And as we went, we discussed

it. They said, "Wll, do you want to teach in Panaca or do
you want to go to Barclay?"

"Wll, there's no use to going to Barclay, cause they may
not want ne, but Panaca does.” | told you that | was born

here and then ny brother was born here later, so ny dad and
not her knew sone of the people here and they knew one of
t he school board nenbers. He worked in the mne, but he
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and his wwfe and famly ran a little malt shop. W drove
into town (it was right on the highway) and stopped and he
was there, so | went in and we talked 2 or 3 mnutes and |

signed the contract and gave it to him | went hone and |
had a job. So |I never went to Barcl ay.

s that right? Now, | want to back up on a couple of
things. | hate to keep backtracking, but

That's all right.

What about phones in H ko?

There were no phones in H ko until the '50s, probably.

And no tel egraph or anything like that?

No. W had a phone in Al ano.

So if you wanted to nmake a phone call, you went to Al ano?
Yes.

And what about postal service? Wiere did the nmail cone in
fron?

It came from Caliente to H ko and then on down to Al ano.
W had a post office in Hko and it was just about a mle
or mle and a quarter from our house down to the post
office. The Nesbitts ran the post office then. Mnd you,
nmy grandnother used to run the post office. But when she
went to Panaca to send Lois to school and noved away, the
Nesbitts took the post office. The nmail would | eave Al ano
and drive from Alano up to Hko and to the post office.
And as | told you, the road was above H ko, so they didn't
go back down to COystal, they went on up to hiko and out
through the cut there and across Six Mle Flat, so it was
all in their route. But the mail went 3 tinmes a week. I
don't know when they changed and had it go 5 tines a week.
What kind of a role did the catalogs play in your life -
Sears and Roebuck and so on?

The first catalogs that | can renmenber was National Bella
Hess. National, | guess, had been the catal og before, but
they conbined. | was just a little girl then, about 7 or 8
years old. | know that when | was about 8 or 9 I used to
take the old catalogs and cut out the pictures of the girls
in dresses and have them for paper dolls.

D d you order many things fromthat catal og?

The necessities of clothing, yes.

How about Sears and Roebuck?

Sears and Roebuck and Montgonery Ward cane along later - in
about '32 or '34. | was 12 in '32 and they cane in about
the time | was 12 and 14. | can renenber when | was 9, but
| don't renenber anything about Sears and Roebuck - it was
National Bella Hess. It was simlar to Sears as far as
clothes. But | don't know what becane of them They just
finally went by the wayside, | guess. I think that Sears

and Roebuck and Montgonery Ward becanme the 2 popul ar ones.
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Wll, you got your contract to teach in Panaca, and what
happened t hen?

| came to Panaca to teach school. And while |I was teaching
school there was a young fellow here who wanted to get
acquainted with the schoolteacher. Do you want to hear

about that?
Yes. That's a part of your history.
You bet - a major part. | cane here to teach school in the
first of Septenber. (School started the day after Labor
Day.) | cane a day or two before, and of course ny nother
and | cane over earlier and found a place for ne to |ive.
Wiere did you live?
Nobody lives in it now, but as you turn to conme up the
street here it's the house right on the corner with no
lights in it. The school was just on the east of it. MW
not her knew Any Mathews, but on top of that Virginia
Mat hews, who | nentioned a mnute ago, was their daughter
But she was younger than | so she was still going to Reno
to school when | canme here to teach school. Anyway, |
lived with them for 2 years. | guess 1'd seen Lester at
church but didn't know who he was. But one Sunday
afternoon I saw a bl ack Chevrol et car go around the square,
as they called it. (The church and the grade school and
the high school and so on took up this square.) And | saw
this car go around and finally it stopped out in front of
t he house where | was |iving.
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She kind of got up and she said, "Ch, that's Lester." She
went to the door and greeted him and, of course, her
husband and Lester were relatives. But then, they knew
everybody in town, everybody knew everybody. Well, she was
so exuberant about Lester and he cane in and she greeted
him graciously. Then she said, "I'd like you to neet M ss
Wight." She introduced nme to him and he sat down and
visited with Any and ne. Finally he said that he was on a
talent survey for the church - that they needed to know

what all the new people who cane into the ward could do.

What were ny talents? Dd | sing? No. Dd | play the
piano? No. | didn't have any talents and | was getting so
enbarrassed by this little interview he was giving ne,
because here's a school teacher cone into the town, and

you're supposed to be able to do sonething. Finally he
said, "Wll, you nust give a reading."

And | said, "Yes, |'ve done that in the Alano ward."

"Well, next Tuesday we want you to give this reading in
Mutual ," which is an organi zation for the young people. So
| agreed to do that. |'ve never given that reading yet, by
t he way. [chuckl es]

[ aughs]

Then he asked ne if I'd like to go dowmn to Caliente, that
he had to go dowmn to Caliente to neet sonebody. | went

with him but they had it all concocted. There was anot her
couple, who are our really good friends (they weren't
married then), and we all net down at Caliente at the
drugstore and had ice creamor sonething.

Vell, that was ny first acquai ntance with Lester Mathews.
Then he invited ne to a social they were having and they
were decorating for this social - sone of the young nen
were there - and one of the fellows, Lavon Phillips, said,
"Starting tonorrow night," (which would be the social), "we
ought to get acquainted with the new school teacher."”

And Lester said, "Starting last night."

So that kind of deflated the young nen in there, to think
that Lester had already gotten acquainted with the new
school teacher

[ chuckl es]

You see, in those days when the new school teachers cane,
it was new blood in the conmunity, | guess you'd say - a
new girl had cone to town. But there were quite a few
young people here then and | really had a good tine.

How was your husband related to the famly that you were
staying w th?

Vel |, Lester's father and d yde Mat hews were cousins.
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Where was he fron?

Lester? He was from Panaca. They lived in the house at
the end of the street. Nobody |ives there anynore, but
Lester was born in that house.

How | ong did you go with Lester before you got nmarried?

For 2-1/2 years.

What did Lester do?

He helped his father on the farm and things. And then a
lot of the time he worked down in Las Vegas. They were
bui I ding the houses in Henderson at that tinme [for BM].
Hs sister lived there in Las Vegas, and so he lived with
her and drove out to Henderson to work. He worked on those
houses a lot, and then he'd conme honme on weekends and
things. He cane on the train sone of the tinme, and sone of
the tine he'd drive the car. But it was cheaper for himto
cone on the train.

How did you find your first teaching experience in Panaca?
It was a great experience. I had a good principal and
t hi ngs. And then Lester went into the service before we
were ever married, in Wrld Var I1. And teachers then
becane very scarce. | had the opportunity to go into
Pi oche. | taught the first and second grades in Panaca,
and | really didn't want to teach first and second. \%%
training had been in the fourth and fifth grades, and
that's where | wanted to teach. And opening cane up
because one of the young nen who was teaching there, Harold
Wl kes, had to go to the arny, so they needed a fourth
grade teacher up there. Because of the mnes they had a
bi gger school and they only had one grade per room so |

would get fourth grade like | wanted, I'd only have one
grade in the roominstead of 2, and | would get a little
bit nore noney. Do you know how much noney | nade the
first year that | taught school ?

How nmuch?

Thirteen hundred and twenty dollars . . . for the year.

CGosh - just about $150 a nonth, wasn't it?

About $133.

[laughs] Is that right?

And | would get $1440 if | went to Pioche for the year.

That was a little incentive, but that wasn't the incentive.
The incentive was to have one grade and be in the fourth

and fifth grade area where | had trained. So | went up

there and taught the fourth grade.

Then Lester cane honme in March of '43 on his first furlough

and we becane engaged at that time and we were going to get

married in June. | had all the preparations nade, even had

bl ood tests taken, because we were going to be married in
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U ah. | get word after all these preparations that his
June furlough was cancell ed. He was going to be shipped
out. So | thought that was it. He was going to be shi pped
overseas, so | just put everything away and thought, "I may
never get married." Wwo knows, you know? It was hard.
Then he didn't get shipped out. They shipped nost of his
unit out, but he was in the signal corps, and they didn't
sent the signal corps, they attached it to another outfit.

He was in Colorado Springs at Canp Carson nost of the
time, except when he went to Georgia to conmunications
school . And while he was waiting to go with the other
division, we were married. | was lying on the bed with the
3-day neasles and it was in August. There was one phone in
Al ano. Sonebody cane from that phone and said, "You're
wanted on the phone.” | went over to the phone and it was
Lester. He said, "Can we get nmarried in 7 days' tine?" He
got 7 days scraped together sonehow, and that included his
travel tinme.
He came hone and we were married and then left and went
back to Colorado Springs and | stayed there with himfor 12
days and lived in a hotel, because that was the only way
you could do it [ with the housing situation there]. Then
| canme hone because | already had a contract to teach in
Al ano, and that's where ny fol ks were.
Your fol ks had noved to Al ano?
Yes.
When did they nove to Al ano?

In the 1940s.
Wiy did they | eave H ko?
Because ny dad had an opportunity to buy |and down bel ow
Alano that had pasture and a lot, ot nore land to put up
hay and things, and he wanted to expand. He still kept his
range rights and things for his cattle, but he bought
cattle then and had a feed yard in Al ano, and raised hay
and a lot of silage because it was a bigger farm
What year did you say he went down there?
' 42.
"42. So you taught a year in Panaca and then you went to
Pi oche for a year

and then | went over to Alano. | had got nmarried in

August but | already had signed ny contract and there was
no place to live in Colorado Springs. So | only went with
himuntil it was tinme for nme to teach school, and then |
cane hone to Alano and taught school. And | got nore noney
- | got $1550. | taught the fifth grade there and that's
when | taught Keith Wi pple.
But on the 23rd of COctober Lester fell off of a cargo net
in a practice. He broke his heel and hurt his back. He
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| anded on his heel and they said it was just like a boiled
egg that you dropped, it was just a mllion cracks. And
they put that heel back together. The doctor always said
it was a nan-nmade heel. He was in the hospital for 6
nmonths, and then they tried putting him back out to narch
and back out in the field, but he could not march. So one
day they canme up with the idea that they were sending him
honme - giving him a nedical discharge. He only knew it 2

days before he was hone. It was a real surprise when he
called and said, "Meet ne in Caliente. |'mcomng hone."

Is that right? And nmeanwhile you were living in A ano.

| still had another nonth of school to teach.

And this would have been in '44?

Yes. So he came hone and he stayed part of the tine in
Panaca with his folks and then we always spent weekends
t oget her. Either he cane over to Alano or |I'd conme over
here (I had a car by that tine).

RM How long did you stay in Al ano then, just one year?

=222

LM Just till | could get through the year. It was really
dunb. | had a contract already signed for another year
there in Alano and he cane honme all of a sudden - it was

really sudden - and when | got through teaching school, |
just packed up and noved over to Panaca. After 1'd been
over here about a nonth | realized that | hadn't done
anything to be released from ny contract in Al ano. But |
knew all the school board really well and I didn't have any
trouble getting released, but we've |aughed about that a

| ot.
RM D d you teach anynore after that?
LM | didn't teach until after ny youngest daughter was 5 years

old. One night about 11:00 there was a knock on the door
and we were in bed asleep. Lester got up and went to the
door and he cane in and said, "The whole school board s in

your front room wanting to see you." At that tinme, they
had a school board in Caliente and one in Pioche and one in
Panaca and then one for the high school. Wll, the schoo

board from Panaca canme to visit nme at 11:00 at night. I
got up and dressed and cane in and Lester and | visited
with the school board, and what they'd cone for was to see
if 1'd teach school. They had a teacher comng from
Col orado and 2 days before school was to start they got a
letter in the mail saying that she was not com ng. What
were they going to do for a teacher 2 days before school
starts? So they canme down to see if 1'd teach school. |
said, "Gve nme 2 days to think about it," and we decided
that | would. Lester's nother and father |ived down at the
end of the street, which is just a couple of houses down
there. |1'd leave Neva with Lester's nother during the day
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and then pick her up when | cane hone from school. Then

the next year she'd be in school, you see. | taught 18
years.

RM  What year did you start the second tine?

LM In '55.

RM And so you taught until '73?

LM Yes, or '74, sonmething like that. Let's see, it's been 16
years since | quit teaching school

RM  And what type of occupation did Lester follow?

LM  Agriculture. Wen he cane in March proposed to ne for
marri age, he asked ne to marry himand before | had tine to
say yes or no, he said, "WIIl you live in Panaca?"

RM  What did you think about that?

LM That was fine because | really |liked Panaca and | had lots
of friends here. Wyen he cane hone formthe service, | had
taught school enough and saved noney an we could start to
bui I d this house.

RM Oh, you built this house?

LM  Yes. W didn't build this room on until later, but they
started to build the main part of the house wth the
basenent and so on right after he came hone.

RM  How many children did you have?

LM  Four.

RM Could you tell me their names and the years they were born?

LM  Sure. John's the oldest and he lives on a ranch out of
Pi oche about 10 m | es. He was born on January 31, 1945
Phil was the next one and he was born on My 25, 1946
Robert's birthday is Decenber 16 and he was born in '47
and Neva Jo's birth day is May 17 and she was born in 1949.

She lives in R chland, Washington.

RM Do your sons all live in the area?

LM  Well, John lives up here on the big ranch I nentioned, he
and his father bought it. Phil's lives up here in the
housing just a 3 or 4 blocks fromne and he has a wood yard
in the lot next to ne. He works on the state highway

mai nt enance and runs this wood yard. He cuts wood in the
nmountains and his wife says that's his hobby.

He's a very energetic person and has to do sonething
besides just work. He gets hone at 3:00 in the afternoon

so he works in the wood yard. He either goes up in the
hills and cuts wood or splits it and sells it here in the

W nter.
Robert lives right over here close to the Y junction, just
on the road to the airport. And he is running the turf

farm He did various things. He worked in the bank down
to Caliente and then he had a friend had a big business
going in Idaho selling tractors and big trucks and things -
Dave Steed. And he cane down and worked on Rob severa
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trips to get himto cone to Idaho and run the business in
Twin Falls, ldaho. So Rob noved his famly but he didn't
sell his honme. He noved his famly up there and worked in
Twin Falls for 2 years, and then the agriculture crunch
cane in ldaho and the farmers (they raise potatoes, nostly)
were hauling potatoes out and dunping them because the
price of potatoes went down. Rob had done a really fine
job in Twin Falls and pulled the business out of the depths
of despair, so Steve thought if he got him over to Idaho
Falls he could pull the one in Idaho Falls out.

He noved him over there and they lived in Shelly, |daho
which is right by Idaho Falls, but it was too far gone to
do anything wth. The farmers couldn't pay for their
trucks and tractors and a lot of themjust drove theminto
the yard and handed over the key and wal ked out and |eft
t hem Sone of them didn't even bother to bring them in,
they were still sitting out in the fields. The conpany
(I'nternmountain International Harvester) and the bank (which
he'd borrowed noney from both came and wanted their noney
because he had too much out for the trucks and tractors
that were all sitting around, so they just foreclosed on
It.

Lester and Rob knew that this was going to happen, and
Lester had been building a turf farmfor 3 years while he

was gone. He'd reached the point where he said, "W've
either got to sell it or else get Rob down here to help run
it." So we went up and visited wth Rob and he was

grateful for the opportunity to return, so he canme honme and
noved into his house and went to work for Lester working on
the turf farm In 1989 with |andscapers in Las Vegas, and
it was too bad Lester didn't live to see. But | know that
he knew that it was going to be the best year that we ever
had in all of our farm ng.

RM Is that right? Wen did you begin the turf farn®

LM In '84, | guess.

RM  Wen and where was Lester born, and what was his full nane?
LM It's Lester C. - initial only - and he was born Decenber

26, 1919. (He was 6 weeks older than I am) He was born
in that house at the end of the street and |lived here ever
after. He went to BYU one year to school and then he went
into the service and when he cane out of the service he was
going to be a farner. He did various things in the farm ng
busi ness. He bought a bunch of land around that was
available. Sonme of it was really cheap, but the nmain part
of the farm over there was a Desert Land Entry that Quincy
Keal had taken up. Qui ncy Keal noved to Reno and taught
shop in the Reno H gh School, so nothing had been done with
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the land except that he [proved up on it enough to get]
claimto it.

Lester bought it from Quincy Keal and drilled sonme wells on
it, fenced it and went to farmng it. It was a real
struggle, financially, for a while. He tried different
t hi ngs. He had a dairy and ran a dairy for 5 years, |
think. The greatest day in ny life was the day those mlk
cows went down the road.

RM [laughs] Were was the dairy | ocated?

LM Over there where the turf farmis - just north of there.

RM R ght down by the Y?

LM  Yes. It'd be just north one mle. A friend | knew quite
well, Merrill Bunker, came up and wanted to buy the dairy
and Lester was nore than wlling to sell it to him
Because Merrill had sonme dairy cows, but he didn't have

enough mlk base, and with our dairy we had a good mlk
base. He was really nore interested in our mlk base than
he was the cows, but he had to take them

RM What's the ml k base?

LM It's a contract of sonme kind to sell so many gallons of
mlk wth sone conpany. Lester's was with Meadow Gold and
we had a good mlk base. | don't know how we were so
fortunate, except that Gant Lee lived here and drove the
truck to Cedar Gty for Madow Gold and knew the people
over there really well. Grant helped Lester to get a
really good mlk base so that we could expand our dairy. |
guess you bought the mlk base, to a certain extent.

Merrill was interested in the mlk base as nuch as
anything, but as | said, he had to take the cows with it.
RM | have good friends who are dairy people and to ne it's the
hardest, nost demanding job there is.
LM It's tough, 1'lIl tell you. There's not one day off out of

t he year, you know.

RM Yes, it's slavery.

LM  Anyway, then Lester went to work for the AFC Are you
famliar with that?

RM | don't think so.

LM It's a governnment program where the governnment offers
assistance to the farners if there are floods or other
calamties of sone kind. They build people back up and
they have certain soil conservation practices that they
support. There was an opening in the office in Caliente.
A fellow who had been working there was killed in an
aut onobi |l e accident, so it happened suddenly that the job
cane open and they were really hunting for sonebody. I
tal ked Lester into going down and applying for it, and of
course, he got it. He worked there for 7 or 8 years or
nor e.
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One of the things that we did was to buy calves - heifers,
| guess nostly - from sone dairies down in California and
bring them up here and feed them out. VW did that for
several years. They shi pped those heifers up here - they
called them replacenent heifers. Wien they raised them
they'd sort through and take the best ones to put in their
dairy and sell the rest of them

RM Lorene, could you give us sonme of your observations on
Panaca? For instance, what was Panaca like in the md-

1940s?
LM Well, Panaca wasn't nuch different than it is now as far
as population and so on is concerned. The thing that

caused Panaca to be as big as it was, was the mnes from
Pioche. A lot of people that worked in the mne up there
Iived here because there wasn't too nuch of a place to live
in Pioche, and what there was, was nostly taken up. The
mne - Conbined Metals was the main mne in Pioche then -
expanded and expanded and they needed nore nen.

RM  Wen was this now?

LM  Probably in 1950, '52. They decided that they would put in
what they called the Sun Gold Manor - a housi ng devel opnent
out here on the east edge of Panaca, which is a good
portion of our town. They built 100 hones then.

In the early ' 50s?

LM Yes. Robert was 4 and 5 years old while they were buil ding
them and he was born in '47, so that was about '52.

That was a sizeable addition to the town, wasn't it?

LM  Onh ny, yes. And those houses were, | guess, practically
all filled. So Panaca was a good-size town for a while
Then 2 things happened. For one, the houses started to

settle. They didn't go in and settle the ground and part
of it was a big flood wash. They just filled it all up and
went in and put in the houses with cenent floors. And the
walls were . . . Lester's nephew was living with us and
working and he said, "lI'd hate to live in one of those
houses. | f your neighbor got nmad at you he could put his
fist right through the wall." Anyway, they were quickly
built houses. And then, because they didn't settle them
they started settling, so then there'd be a 6-inch gap so
the dogs and cats, the rats, the lizards, everything, could
crawl through because the floor went down and wall was
still up here. So a lot of the people noved out of them
and the governnent condemmed them  They sold those houses
after they were condemmed. A |ot of people just gave them
up and wal ked away and left them but they condemmed them
and sold them for $2500.
RM Is that right? Are there people living in them now?
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LM Oh yes, lots of them A lot of them were fixed, and sone
of themdidn't settle. But in a lot of themthey went in
and jacked them up and poured cenent under there so that
they built kind of a foundation up so the floor wouldn't go
any further. M/ son Phil, the one who works on the state
hi ghway, lives in one of those, but it didn't settle. It's
on kind of a little nound, so it wasn't out on the flood
wash. But when they condemmed them people from over in
Enterprise and New Castle (those are places between here
and Cedar) and even in Cedar cane over and bought those
houses and noved them of f.
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CHAPTER NI NE

So people fromeast of here fromEnterprise, even as far as
Cedar, cane in and bought those houses?

Ri ght. W can go to Cedar or Enterprise and pick out
houses that they bought and noved over there and put on
| ots. So then they had these enpty lots here. Vel |,
alnost all those lots have been sold and they' ve built
houses or put nobile hones on them There's one that's
just been put in there just recently that's just beautiful,
and they did a whole | andscaping. It's really nice. So
that's how they filled up those |ots.

But the original honmes were built to supply the mnes at
Conbi ned, right?

Ri ght .

Now the mne's not working, so what's supporting the
conmmuni ty?

W have Lincoln County H gh School, which enploys quite a
nunber of people - teachers, janitors, bus drivers, what
have you. Sonme of the people who work at the courthouse
live in Panaca. Probably the main thing other than that is
the Test Site.

So there are a ot of workers fromthe Test Site in Panaca?
Do they commute or do they live on the Test Site?

Bot h. If you worked in the north - Section 51, which is
the north section, they drive from here over to Pahranagat
Vall ey, over to Crystal Springs. (That's right when you
cane into the valley.) There's a bus that goes from
Pahranagat Valley out to 51 and they get on the bus and
ride the 45 mles out there.

That nmakes a long trip, doesn't it?

They have a long trip. But then they cone back to the
Pahranagat Valley and get in their car and drive hone.
They leave at 4:00 in the norning and get hone about 5:30

at night.

Those guys are tough.

O crazy - | don't know which. A few nen go and stay
during the week and cone hone for the weekend - if they
work down in the southern part towards the Indian Springs
area. | don't know what the names of those places are.

So the Test Site is a big factor in the econony of Panaca?
In all of Lincoln County. That's what keeps Al anb goi ng.
A lot of the people came in when the Tinpahute Mne started
up, and they either lived in Alanb or out at Rachel.
That's how Rachel cane about. They started this little
town of Rachel out here - they brought in trailers and
various things and set them up. (I guess you'd call it a
town.) And they worked in Tinpahute - the mnes up here on
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t he nount ai n. But a lot of them lived in A anb because

they didn't have a school at Rachel. Peopl e who didn't
want to haul their children into school lived there and the
men drove back and forth. 1In fact, they rode a bus, too.

The m ne provided the bus for the nen.

And then, how nmany people live in H ko now, would you say?
h, 60.

Are there any Test Site people there, do you think?

Yes, there are about 3 famlies that | know of. One [nman]
who lives there still works out at the mne out at
Ti npahut e. He takes care of it - works on the machinery
and keeps it so that it doesn't rust out, and so on. He's
a nmechanic and he goes out to work every day and cones
back.

K. So Hko is mainly what, agriculture and .

Retired.
And then Alano is ranching and farmng and . . .
Somewhat . Not too much in Al ano. They have sone farns

down bel ow town, but | would say that 90 percent, probably,
is Test Site or involved with the school s.

| see. And what about Crystal Springs?

It's only an area that's broken up because that's where the
road conmes from Tonopah and fromEy to [H ghway] 93.

Yes, it's just a junction there, isn't it?

Yes.

But there was a kind of a town there at one tinme, is that
right?

Yes, but not really at Cystal Springs. Up to H ko though,
which is 6 mles north of Crystal.

The popul ation was nore at H ko than at Crystal ?

Ch yes. Really, the only thing that was at GOvystal was
this spring that produced the water that went down and
provided the water for the top half of Pahranagat Valley to
farmwi th.

And there's an abandoned building that |looks like a little
casino there on the right.

Yes - they just couldn't nmake a go of it. There was not
enough to support it.

Do you know who built that place?

Not really. Some people out of Las Vegas cane up there and
built it because they thought that it was going to be a
really neat place, the road from Ely was being built down
through there. They bought the land with the anticipation
of building it, but there was too much at Ash Springs
already built and it didn't work out.

Are there quite a fewretired people here in Panaca?

W have quite a few retired couples who cone here because
it's quiet, and it's cheap to live here conpared to Las
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Vegas. A lot of the people here are retired from Henderson
and Las Vegas.

What supports the Pioche econony?

The courthouse and retirenent.

What supported Panaca in the '40s when you first canme here?
The m nes.

And when we talk about the mnes, we're talking about the
m nes in Pioche, right?

Right. Caselton, which is over here on the hill. It's as
close to go to Caselton fromhere as it is to from Pioche
around the hill.

And Caselton was Conbined . . . ?
Conbined Metals is what it's call ed. And there have been
different ones cone in and try to reactivate it. Kerr

MCee is one of them They' re a big operation.

And when did they cone in?

Probably in the ' 70s.

Is that right? And it's basically zinc, isn't it - or is

it silver too?

There used to be sonme silver, but mainly it's lead zinc in

Pi oche.

So Kerr McCGee cane in, in the '70s - and they couldn't nake

it go either?

| don't really know. They spend a |lot of time and noney .
we sold an acre of our farmover by the highway because

they were trying to buy sonme land. They tal ked Lester out

of it. W had this strip along by the highway and Kerr

MCGee put 2 quite nice nobile homes there. They had 2 of

their engineers, | guess, who lived there. VW knew them

because we sold them the land and they were next to our

farmand so on.

They put up these nice hones - they bought the |land and put

in the electricity and water and everything, and they

prom sed that they'd be there at |least 5 years. They were

there 7 or 8 nonths, and they were gone. Once couple went

to Grants, New Mexi co.

Wre there any other projects like the housing addition

that they built out here on Panaca back in the early '50s

that really changed the town the way that did?

Not in size, no. Conbined Metals and the addition up here

that they called Sun Gold Manor are the biggest things that

ever happened to Panaca, as far as extendi ng popul ati on.

How about services available in Panaca through the years.

How have those changed, if at all?

You nean restaurants and service stations and things |ike

t hat ?

Yes - restaurants and health care and shops and barbers and

what not .
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LM  Wen | first came here to teach school in 1940, there was a
barber shop, but it only lasted till nmaybe into '50 and
then the fellow got too old, | guess. He closed the barber
shop and there's never been one since in Panaca. Can you
imagine that? He ran a store and had a little gas filter
out in front and he had the barber shop and store here.
They tell the story that he'd get through cutting hair and
go like this and cone in and cut you a piece of cheese.

[ chuckl es]

RM [l aughs]

LM  They've had barber shops in Pioche and in Caliente, and I
guess the 3 comunities are not |arge enough to justify one
i n Panaca.

RM Was there a doctor in town?

LM No. W've never had a doctor until about 5 years ago when
Dr. WIlken canme and put his office out on the highway just
bel ow t he cafe.

Where did you go for your health care in those days?

LM  Well, to Caliente for the l|ocal things. But nost of us
still goto St. CGeorge and Cedar, nostly, for the doctors.
What about dentists?

LM W do have a dentist here. About half of the people go to
him and the rest of us go to Cedar or St. Ceorge. The
reason | go to St. Ceorge is because I own a condom ni um
down there, so | go to the doctor and the dentist and
t hi ngs down there because it's convenient for ne.

RM  How nuch of your tine do you spend at your condo?

LM  Not too nmuch. How | cane to buy the condomniumis that ny
not her bought it. She bought it in Decenber of '89 and
died in Muy. M/ dad had died about 3-1/2 years before
that, but she lived in a retirenent center that they'd
built down there called The Meadows where they had their
owh little apartnents and things, she had a 2-bedroom
apartnent. But they provided neals for themif they wanted
it and a lot of services, so we felt that was a good pl ace
for Mmto be. But they sold it to another outfit, and the
outfit that bought it kept raising the rent. Wen it got
up to $1000 a nonth she said, "I'mnot paying $1000 a nonth
anynore. It's all going dowmn the drain.” She was so upset
we thought maybe she m ght have a heart attack, because she
had a bad heart.

M/ youngest brother went over and talked to her, and his
not her-in-1aw had just bought one of these condom ni uns.
He said, "Wuld you |ike to buy one of those condom ni uns?"
(She had sufficient noney to do this.) He took her over
and they looked at his nother-in-laws, and then they
| ooked at sone that were for sale and she decided to buy
one. She bought it in Decenber, so we noved her from The
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Meadows over to the condom nium There was sone
adjustnments that we had to nmake, but they have what they
call alife line. It's alittle chain around her neck and
if she needed help, she could just press the button and
then it phones in soneplace at the nunbers that you get,
and they get help for her quick. [W had] few things |ike
that. M/ sister lived in Bloomngton so she used to go and
see ny nother every day and she kept the house up - did the
vacuum ng and things. So that's how she got al ong.

But she died in May, so what were we going to do with the
condomniun? Well, | lost ny husband the foll ow ng Cctober
and so | said, "Well, 1'll buy it." O course, the reason
| could buy it was because Mom |eft ne sone noney. I
really put the noney that | got in the condomnium And |
did it because i needed sonething to put ny mnd to,
instead of sitting around and feeling sorry for nyself. |
like to do that, and so | did all this interior decorating
- papered the bedroom and the bathroom and put up fancy
curtains and really fixed it all up nice. There's a living
roomand dining roomthat's all in one, but the living room
part has a 16-foot ceiling. It has a big light and then
fans way up there. But then there's this wall that cones
down and it's way up high and it partitions off the
upstairs. So what was | going to do with this big, plain
wall? | considered pictures and things and one day | was
| ooki ng through a nmagazine and saw 2 pictures. They were
advertisenents, but the background was bl ack wal |l paper wth
flowers about this big that were pink and kind of viney.
(They aren't like big roses or sonething.) And | said, "I
can paper that with black wall paper and put these pictures
up. And so | did that. People that | tell about it kind
of | ook down their nose, "Paper your living roomw th bl ack
wal | paper ?" But they love it. Everybody who cones in
thinks it's great. And | have a white sectional that goes
along the wall on the other side and then a bl ack | acquered

coffee table - cocktail table, whatever you call it- with a
bi g, beautiful bouquet of silk roses on it. Then in ny
dining area | have a black |acquer dining roomset - table
and chairs.

The whole condomnium is carpeted wth nauve-col ored
carpet, so | had to decorate to that. So ny living and

dining area is black and white and nauve.

BM It sounds nice.

LM I've had a lot of fun doing it. I've got it all done
except for a storage roomin it that is not finished. It's
got Sheetrock but the cracks aren't finished and there was
no floor covering. | don't need it for a storage room
because | can put all ny storage things here, | have plenty
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of room So | took that roomand |I've got it carpeted, and
now I'min the process of filling the cracks -taping them -
and then I"'mgoing to paint the ceiling and paper the walls
and then |I'mgoing to have anot her bedroom

It sound great. Lorene, on the history of Panaca, it's
always been really difficult for people to nmake a living
here - especially people who are farmng - hasn't it?

There are not very many people who nmake their living from

far m ng. Lester Mathews was one. Except for when he
worked at the AFC office, he made his living off of the
farm one way or another. Kenneth E. Lee makes his living

off the farmand he has the north part of this country here
above town in pasture and alfalfa hay, and he raises bl ack
Angus and purebred (I think) Angus bulls and has kind of a
busi ness selling black Angus bulls. Now, Robert's going to
go through with the turf farm and so on - take Lester's

pl ace. | would dare say those are the only people | can
t hi nk of who nake their living off of agriculture.
There are people who have snall operations that they

suppl enent, aren't there?

Yes, they're suppl enented by sone ot her business.

When you go further up the valley (you can go up this way
or you can go up to Pioche and out) there's ny son and his
father-in-law, and they bought 1200 acres of alfalfa out
t here.

Are they in Eagle Valley?

No, it's this side of Eagle Valley. They're in what they
call Dry Valley. They're right by Echo Dam which is this
side of Eagle Valley. You go another road up and go to
Eagle Valley and Eagle Valley Dam But they built Echo
Dam which is down the sane creek of water, but it's closer
to what they call Dry Valley. A fellow years and years ago
went up and took up that land - or bought it fromdifferent
individuals - and fenced it and put it into alfalfa hay,
and then John and his father-in-law bought that.

And then just below there there's another farm Dan
Frehner cane up from Mesquite and bought the place adjacent
to John. Then there's another place down there that's been
there for years and years [owned by] the Del mues, and they
just run cattle.

What's your perception of the Las Vegas water grab going on
now?

|"m not as disturbed about it as a | ot people are because |
don't think that the state engineer is going to sell the
wat er from Panaca. Panaca has sone wells and they punp
their water up on the hills in those big tanks. Peopl e
were so upset about it here in the community that they felt
that we'd lose all of our water. | don't think the state
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engineer is going to take the water away from Panaca and

sell it or allow dark County to cone because Panaca woul d
be left without any water. They would have to nove, and |
don't think that'll happen.

Now they may . . . MX came in and drilled all these wells

all around in all these counties. And what dark County
has been doing is appropriating the wells that have been

drilled. | think what'll happen is, when they get those
wells all appropriated Aark County will take that water
And then | understand that there's a big ranch up north

that is willing to sell water to Aark County for a |arge
sum of noney, because it's worth nore than the ranch itself

iS. So if they sell it . . . but the people in the
community say, "Wll, even if they do that it'll take al
the water. There won't be anything left." But |'m not
sure, | guess only time will tell.

RM Are you concerned about drying up the springs in the
Pahranagat Valley and that kind of thing?
LM That's probably the biggest concern, how nmuch water they

take. They think that if they take all this it'll take the
underground water and there won't be any left for Panaca's
wells and things up here. But | think they'll have to

drain off a lot of water before that happens.
RM Can you think of anything that | haven't asked you that you
would think is inportant in the history of the area?

LM  Well, you know Panaca wasn't a very big place to begin
with, but Bullionville was. Now, Bullionville is right
adjacent to our farm- kind of kitty corner across through
here.

RM  About how far?

LM About a mle, mle and a quarter. You can go over there
and see where the houses had been in the sides of the hill,
sonmething like | told you about H ko. And there were

either 1300 people or 1300 nen who worked there. A lot of
them were just nen that cane there and lived. A lot of the
peopl e from Panaca worked over there in Bullionville.
In fact, ny dad worked at Bullionville when | was born. I
told you he was here from Decenber, January and February
and March, and so he got a job working over there. There's
a cenetery over on the hill that's from Bullionville. \%%
grandnother Wight's famly canme over here and lived in
Bullionville for a while.
"Il tell you another little side story that's interesting.
M/ grandnot her Wight was probably 13 when she cane over
here with her famly, and she was maybe 18 when they noved
back. And the 2 youngest Sharp girls were born here. They
canme so that Grandpa Sharp could work in the Bullionville -
that was a mll, you see. Wll, ny grandnother got to be
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really good friends with a young girl they called Fatty

Mat hews. Her nane was Helen Anelia, and she was a
Klingensmth. M grandnother's uncle, Louis Sharp, nmarried
into the Klingensmth famly, and so that's how, |'m sure,

she got to know Helen Anelia, whom they called Fatty
Mat hews. And ny grandnother used to tell me stories about
Fatty Mathews, and how she loved to tease her. They took
bl ack charcoal out of the fireplace and blackened her
baby's big toe because she said she kept the baby just
i mmacul ate in these long white dresses and things.

| listened to these stories and | thought that was really
st range. | never thought about a child being out of
wedl ock or anything to this young girl, 15 years old,
because | was too naive to think of that. As years went
on, | thought, "How conme Gandma's friend, 15 years old
had a baby?" Wen | canme here to teach school, got
acquainted wth Lester Mathews, | found out that the baby
whose toes ny grandnother wused to black was Lester's
f at her.

[ aughs]

She wasn't quite 15 years when she got married, but she was
still 15 when she had the baby a year |ater.

Cee. It's amazing, isn't it?

And so ny grandnother's  best friend was Lester's
grandnother in their earlier years.

Isn't that sonething? There was nobody Iliving in
Bullionville when you cane here, was there?
No. In fact, Bullionville was really at a very |ow ebb

when ny dad worked there in 1920.

It was the mll town for other mnes, wasn't it?

Right - because of the water. Wen | cane here in 1940

there were remnants of the town there. But Bullionville

had a spring, and the spring was where part of our farmis.
Lester and | wused to drive over there before we were

married and watch the ducks out on the pond of water and so

on, and he used to dream of owning that place. As tine

went on we bought the farm down below and then later we

bought it. But there's no spring there now.

Why ?
The fl oods cane down and brought the silt - the fine sand -
and filled it all up. So there's a spring under there

sonmepl ace. But you can drive over there. W farmit. W
raise alfalfa on part of it and there's no spring. W have
a well there. But it's always amazed ne what becane of the
spring that was there when | first cane.
Real | y. Do you think the water's still flowing, but it's
underground? O naybe it just stopped.
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LM | just can't figure it out. | kept saying to Lester,
"Wl |, what happened to the spring that was here?"
And he said, "Wll, the floods cane down and brought all
the silt and filled it up and covered it over." It was not
just one flood, but several through the years. W don't
have floods |i ke that anynore because of Echo Dam and Eagl e
Val | ey Dam

RM (Oh, big waters used to cone down through there?

LM On yes, down through there and down through what we call
Meadow Val l ey. O ear down through Rai nbow Canyon or Meadow
Val l ey or whatever you want to call it.
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CHAPTER TEN

The terrain has changed sonmewhat because of this big, big
fl ood channel that ran down through where our farmis. W
woul dn't have the acres that we farm now if they hadn't
built the 2 big dans up there. So now we don't have the
big floods and the big flood channels. In 1941 ny brother
and ny nother and dad and | had been to Cedar and we cane
through here on the 24th of July, and they had such a big
flood that it went down through and covered what is now a
good part of our farmto the extent that we couldn't get
t hrough across the hi ghway. The water was going over the
top of the fences.

Ww. The top of the fences?

Yes.

Now, how does the valley cone down?

Eagle Vall ey, Rose Valley, Dry Valley and down through this
part of the county.

And this would be Meadow Val |l ey.

Ri ght .

How far down do they consider Meadow Val | ey goes?

| think dowmn as far as Elgin, probably, below Caliente. At
the edge of the town here you start to clinb and go out of
the town, and you're out of Meadow Vall ey then.

The flood up on the east side of the hills which cones way
from Panaca Summt (that's probably 15 mles up there,
because you go up here to 9-Mle Rock, as they call it, and
we haven't even started to get to the top of the summt
yet, and it's at least 15 mles up to the top) used to
drain down through Panaca, right through the mddle of the
town. There was a big flood channel that went right down
t hrough where the schools and things are now, and went
right through the mddle of town. In fact, right on the
hi ghway where you turned to cone up this street, only on
the south side of the street, there was a big cottonwod
tress. The trunk canme up like this and then it went |ike
this, so part of the tree was here and part of it was over
t here. The flood used to go through the mddle of that
tree.

I's that right?

It was right there in this big wash that came down through
Panaca.

And | told you a mnute ago that that's where they built
the houses up here in the Sun CGold Manor - right in that
big flood area. But when the CCC canp cane they built
flood controls. They went through and built flood controls
all the way up through Panaca Summt, so we don't have that
fl ood anynore.
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But originally Panaca was built in a flood plain.

The bi g channel went right down through the m ddl e of town.
The first people who settled in here nust have really
gotten blasted fromtine to tine then.

LM Oh yes. | should say so. | have never seen that flood
because the CCC canp was here when | cane to teach school.
They spent several years before that working on flood
control. They went through and built rocks and wire and
cedar posts and things - little fenced areas - that hold
the floods back pretty well. Check dans is what they
really are. So that's why Panaca doesn't have that big
fl ood anynore. You see, they got it 2 ways. It cane down
from Panaca Summt down through the mddle of town, and
then it cane down through the valleys that we were just
tal ki ng about and went through the m ddle up here.

222

RM | see. And then just went on down Meadow Valley and on
down to Caliente and even south of Caliente.

LM  Yes. In fact, there's a big, big canal that runs on the
edge of Caliente where the floods go down. It goes down

through Caliente and by the railroad down through Meadow
Val | ey down by Rai nbow Canyon, where the railroad goes down
t hrough the canyon. Six or 7 years ago they had a big
fl ood down through there and one of the young nen that we
knew really well was trying to cross that with his car
before he realized how bad it was. The flood just took him
and the car. They found the car but they were 2 days
finding him So they've had big fl oods.

RM  Even now.

LM  Yes. I was trying to think of where the big flood cane
from A lot of it came down through sone of the washes
down between Panaca and Caliente and into that big flood
channel . W didn't get so nuch of it here, it just
happened to be the storm | guess.
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