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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenselves, oral history interview are not history. However,
they often contain valuable primary source material, as useful
in the process of historiography as the witten sources to which
hi storians have customarily turned. Verifying the accuracy of
all of the statements nmade in the course of an interview would
require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP s operating budget
permts. The program can vouch that the statenents were nade
but it cannot attest that they are free of error. Accordingly,
oral histories should be read wth the sanme prudence that the
reader exercises when consulting governnent records, newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other sources of historical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that are as
close to verbatim as possible, but sone alteration of the text
is generally both unavoi dable and desirable. Wen human speech
is captured in print the result can be a norass of tangled
syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences, sonetines
verging on incoherency. The type font contains no synbols for
t he physical gestures and the diverse vocal nodul ations that are
integral parts of comunication through speech. Experi ence
shows that totally verbatim transcripts are often largely
unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources expended in
their producti on.
Wiile keeping alterations to a mninmum the LCTHP wll, in
preparing a text:

a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the uhs

ahs and ot her noises w th which speech is often sprinkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress |anguage that would be confusing to
the reader in unaltered form

c. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in its
pr oper context;

d. enclose in [brackets] explanatory information or words that
were not uttered but have been added to render the text
intelligible; and
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e. make every effort to correctly spell the names of all
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recognizing that an occasional word
may be msspelled because no authoritative source on its
correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the close of the

Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United States
had been settled, ranches and farns developed, communities
established, and roads and railroads constructed. The mning

boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from newy
devel oped |odes, and the settlenment of nobst of the suitable
farm and, were but a nenory.

Al though Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation of
any map of the state fromthe |ate 1800s shows that nost of it
south of the 38th parallel remained largely unsettled, even
unnmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renmained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in Lincoln
County in the attitudes, values, lifestyles, and nenories of
area residents. The frontier-like character of the area is al so
visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of the natural
environment, much of it essentially untouched by hunans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history reveals
variability fromtown to town: A fair anount of literature, for
i nstance, can be found covering Pioche fromits first newspaper,
beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present. Newspapers from
Del amar are available from 1892 to 1906 and Caliente from 1904
to 1968. In contrast, Panaca and A anbo never had newspapers of
record. Throughout their histories, all Lincoln County
comunities received only spotty coverage in the newspapers of
ot her communities. Mst of the history of Lincoln County after
1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are still
I'iving.

Anare of Lincoln County's close ties to our nation's frontier
past and the scarcity of witten sources on local history
(especially after 1920), the Lincoln County Comm ssioners
initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP). The
LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and preserve the
hi story of Lincoln County, Nevada. The centerpiece of the LCTHP
is a set of interviews conducted with individuals who had

know edge of local history. Each interview was recorded,
transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the | anguage
and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al oral history

interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and bound and
archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special Collections in the
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James R Dickinson Library at the University of Nevada at Las
Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated throughout Nevada.

The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they form
a never-before-avail able conmposite of each comunity's life and
devel opnent . The collection of interviews for each community
can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the bouquet is
uni que--sone are large, others are small--yet each adds to the
total image. In sum the interviews provide a view of community
and county history that reveals the flow of life and events for
a part of Nevada that has heretofore been l|argely neglected by
hi stori ans.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by the
assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each community's
hi story. These pictures have been obtained from participants in
the oral history interviews and other present and past Lincoln
County residents. Conpl ete sets of the photographs have been
archived along with the oral histories. The oral interview and
witten sources served as the basis for histories of the major
communities in Lincoln County. These histories have al so been
ar chi ved.

The LCTHP is one conponent of the Lincoln County program to
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, which would be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncoln County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that nmay be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it will remain a source of interest for hundreds

possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-l1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

- - RDM
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Thi s
their

Is Robert MCOracken talking to Joe and Evelyn H gbee at
honme in R chardville, Nevada, one mle north of Al ano,

Nevada, in the Pahranagat Valley, March 16, 1991.

CHAPTER ONE

Joe, let's start with your name as it reads on your birth
certificate.

It's Joe Vaughn H gbee. (I am naned after ny grandfather
Joseph Sharp.) | was born in Alanb, Nevada, in 1925 in the
home | amnow living in.

What was your father's nane and when and where was he born?
My father was Ernest P. H gbee and he was born in a little
town called Toquerville, between St. George and Cedar Gty
[Wah]. He was part of the Mornon H gbees over in southern
U ah. They noved here when he was about 10 years old. He
and his father cane into this beautiful valley and saw the
water and all that, so they decided they'd like to nove
here. They noved here about the sane tinme the Mrnons did,
about 1900 or 1901.

And when was he born?

He was born in about 1890.

And what was your nother's full nane?

Mam e Shar p.
When and where was she born?
She was born in Pioche. There was no doctor here, of

course, so she was actually born in Pioche, Nevada, and
lived her whole Iife here in the Pahranagat Vall ey.

Let's nove back to your father's famly. Can you discuss
thema little bit?

M/ grandfather |saac H gbee was a cow man and a cowboy and
a pretty tough character really. | don't know if | should
repeat sonme of the stories of his life. He was a Mornon
but he was one of those who believed in living life. He
was a big, old, tough man, and he lived a tough life.

I n what sense was he tough?

Vll, he drank quite a |lot of whiskey and cel ebrated and he
loved to run horses. [|'Il tell you one story. They got a
little D xie wine and he deci ded that

Now, what's Dixie wine? Is it fromthe D xie [UWah] area?
Yes. That's what they nade form the grape over there.
They had a bunch of nustang horses in a corral, and he bet
sone fellows he could ride every horse in that corral
wi t hout touching the ground. He got them running, and as
they ran around this corral he would junp from one to
another and get the mane . . . He was a stout man - |
remenber him In fact, he stayed with us.
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JH:
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He lived in the tinme when they worked in Arizona and he
tells a story about living there. He had a wife and famly
down in southern Wah, but went into Arizona and worked for
a big cow outfit and nade a little noney. As they were
comng honme, sone outlaws had trailed them and he said
they found that they were scared. So they kind of canped
out on alittle island out in the mddle of the river.

The Col orado River?

Yes. And as they were comng along back toward Wah, they
were nervous - they had a bad feeling - so they canped out
t here. Two white nen tried to kill them for their noney,
and these white nmen were |later found down river. The story
goes that Indians had killed [the outlaws] and they were
found down the river, but | always wondered if maybe [ny
grandf at her and the other cowboys with hinj did it, not the
I ndians. He never would admt it. But they were raised in
a bad tinme and they worked out at mnes and there were lots
of stories that | could tell you if you wanted to |isten.
|'d like to listen to sonme of them Was he a native of
Toquervil |l e?

No, he cane west with the Mornons.

Ch, with Brigham Young?

Vell, if you read the LDS church history, they're listed
many tines. People came over in groups of tens and
hundr eds. A H gbee was in one of these groups and was a
hunter of ganme for his section. Aso in the church history
it says that they took part in the Madow Massacre and
things like that. They were there, for good or bad.

When did they go down to Toquerville?

They had a beautiful home in Provo, Wah, and [Brigham
Young] decided that they should settle down there, so they

left that beautiful hone to go to a rock pile. I f you' ve
ever been to Toquerville . . . it's a rock pile. The only
thing they could raise was wine, |I think. But he sent them

down there and they were supposed to raise cotton and all
these kinds of things that they needed, so that's how cone
t hey wound up there.

How ol d was he when he went there?

He went to Toquerville as a young nan.

D d he have a famly then?

No. He married ny Gandma Davis, who already lived in St
Ceorge or soneplace like that. Do you renenber where the
old Silver Reef Mne was? As a young nman he worked at the
Silver Reef Mne there. It was black silver, it was not
silver as we knowit. It cane in the sandstone.

I's that right?
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There's a story behind that. They nade grind stones out of
it and they tested it and found out it actually had silver
init.

"1l be darned.

If you haven't been there, it's worth your tinme to go.
It's just north of St. George about 10 mles and straight
west 2 or 3 mles.

What are sone other stories about him that would tell us
sonet hi ng about his character and who he was?

Vell, he loved to run horse races. Now, ny dad was a
smal | er man. It was funny, but [ny grandfather's] wfe,
G andnma Davis, was a little woman, and ny father was a
small man. So he al ways jockeyed for him- both ny father
and another cousin of his, Ed H gbee, who cane over from
St. Ceorge. They always jockeyed and he loved to run
horses. He trained horses pretty near all his life.

Dd he cone froma big famly?

No. There was only he and Dick, and | think one or two
sisters, he wasn't froma big famly.

What about your nother's side of the famly - the Sharps?
They cane from Engl and after they had joi ned the church.
I'm | ooking at a picture of Jake Johnson and ny nother, as

a young girl. She was a great friend of the Franks and she
stayed in their hone when they used to go to dances in
Delamar - and there was a skating rink and other things

that a young girl loved to do. But she always stayed with
this Jake Johnson, who was quite a famous |lawran [and a
menber of the Frank famly]. He used a gun earlier in
life, but he killed a person and he felt |ike nmaybe he'd
made a m stake, so fromthen on he never even packed a gun.
He would walk in and he was a big, gruff person, and a
little hard to get acquainted with, ny nother said. But
she remained a lifelong friend of the Franks.

That's interesting. And you have anot her picture here?
There is Louis Stearns - he was the first H ko postnaster.
He was also the judge of H ko, and in these stories they
tell about hangings . . . [A man naned] Vail was on trial
and he spoke quite broken German. They said he wasn't too
pl eased that they were making the coffin - they should have
at least waited until after the trial. Then Henry Sharp
becane the second postnaster.

X, let's go back to the Sharps. Wien did they cone over
from Engl and?

[ Readi ng] "Henry Sharp, one of Pahranagat's |eading
citizens, was born in Floore, North Hanpshire, England, on
Cct ober 10, 1833. Hs parents were Henry Sharp and Sarah
Ki dal ey. He had 7 brothers and sisters. Henry was a
bl acksmth, as was his father. At ate 17, he cane to
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Bi r m ngham Wiilst living there he becane interested in
the LDS church, the Mdirnons, and joined the church Decenber
12, 1854, at Birm ngham He said, 'Il had to go to the
United States, sailing Novenber 30, 1855 on the ship, The
Enerald Isle. Not long after arriving in the United
States, he net and nmarried Charlotte Ann Mrris, who had
also cone from England, from Suffol kshire. She was 20
years old and he was 21. They noved to Monroe, Nebraska
and a year later their first child, WIliam Henry, was born
- the 24th of Decenber, 1856." | knew all of these people,
but WIlliam Henry. "They lived in Mnroe, Nebraska, unti
the second child, Ella Terria, was born. Then they noved
west 100 mles, preparing to join the Mrnons' nove
west war d. In Wod River, Nebraska, their third child,
Ceorge Henry, was born. A wagon train left Wod River
Nebr aska, June 26, 1861, and the Sharp famly was with it,
arriving in Salt Lake Gty Septenber 13, 1861. Not w shing
to live in the city of Salt Lake, they noved south to
Coshen, Wah County. From there they noved south again to
Fillmore, MIlard County, and it was here that their fourth
child, Mary Hiza, was born, My 30, 1863. In 1865, twin
sons were born, Hram Herbert and Joseph Lew s." And
that's where | cane in. The sane year, they noved to H ko
and Irish Muntain.
X, now let ne just get this straight in ny mnd. Henry
Sharp was your great-grandfat her?
Yes. He was ny nother's grandfather. Joseph was ny
gr andf at her.
X, his son Joseph, one of the twi ns, was your grandfather
And your grandfather, Joseph Lewis Sharp, lived . . .
He lived right here. They noved to Irish Muntain [when
the twins] were little babies.
So your great-grandfather cane to the Pahranagat Vall ey.
Yes.
What brought hi m here?
They were headed for California. They stopped at this
beautiful place with lots of water (and there were |lots of
Indians, too) and it was a nice place to rest the stock
before they crossed the desert. It was a son-of-a-gun from
here until you hit California. Wiile they were here, the
Indians stole their horses, took their cattle and stole
ever yt hi ng. At this tine there was a mne at |Irish
Mountain called the Silver Canyon, and so they noved up
there and went to work. Mahalia was born there - she was
younger than the twins - and then they noved, when she was
little, dowmn to H ko.
They noved to H ko and nmade their home there and took up
land all around H ko. In fact, |1've got a copy of the
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docunment he actually filed on the land, and it told how

many years he had been here in Hko. | was just |ooking at
it this norning. 1t canme fromthe old Pioche paper.

Wiy were they heading for California?

Gol d.

Wiy were they going this way? | nean, the way they usually

went to southern California was down the Mrnon Trail.

They were taking alnost the sane route the 49 ers went

across, and | suppose it was still pretty barren.

There were a |ot of people that did that though. A lot of

people got in trouble doing that, too. That was serious

busi ness, from here on. They would go from here towards

Tonopah and that area, and they would wind up south of

Sacranento and in that area -by [way of] Bishop, really.

Ch, they'd go over toward Bi shop.

Yes, in that area.

Ch, that was their shortcut to California. 1'll be darned.
Now, what year was it that they were com ng through here?

| think it was 1865.

Henry Sharp canme here in 18657

He was just a boy.

D d you know Henry Sharp?

No. My not her did.

What ki nd of a man was he?

He was a kind man, a good person, and yet those were hard

times, and he helped kill Indians and a l|ot of other

t hi ngs. He had 6 or 7 girls and 3 boys, and not one of

them married until after he died. He'd tell them "Hey, |

want grandchildren,” and all that, and there were plenty of

young nen around and they were beautiful young | adies.
|"ve got pictures of them - here's one of himand all the

daught ers. Anyway, there wasn't one of them who got
married until after he died. Then they were all married
within a couple of years. He was a good nman and a kind
man.

| could tell you another story:

There were 3 boys who cane fromthe East. They were headed
for California and they were going to go right up over
Logan Springs and across that way.

They got to the foot of Logan and they were going to canp
the night there. Some Indians were there and they had sone
pine nuts and they asked them to cone over and have sone
pine nuts. The older boy didn't know about that, but the
younger two decided, "Wll yeah, let's get sonme pine nuts
fromthese Indians.” They went over there and the I|ndians
canme up behind them and bashed the 2 kids in the head and
killed them The other one broke and ran. They had taken
off their heavy boots and he was in just a kind of pair of
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nmoccasi ns or sonething - maybe that hel ped to save his life
- but he ran and the Indians behind himtried to stop him

and kill him but he was quite a foot racer and he ran down
to Hko. It was after night, and he got down to Sharps and
they took himin. M/ nother's aunts and uncles tell this
story - it took 2 weeks to pull all the stickers out of his

feet and his body.

Henry Sharp and Ceer, Butler, Ferguson, MQ@ffy and nany

other nmen in the valley (quite a few bachelors at that

time) got a posse. There was one big canp of Indians right

out from Alano and they killed a whole bunch of them

There was another bunch up at Cystal and they killed a

bunch nore of them They made the Indians turn over 10

others fromtheir tribe, but sonebody turned them | oose, so

they only hung 2. But they killed quite a bunch .
.actually, that was the last tine they had trouble with

t he I ndi ans.

What year woul d that have been, roughly?

Vel |, that woul d have been not too awfully |ong after Sharp

got down to Hko - 1867 or '70. There were only the

MQffys and the Butlers . . .

Was H ko goi ng when he got here?

When he first got here, | doubt it very nmuch. They later

made a mll at H ko. You see, H ko wasn't anything, but

they later made a mll there.

But there was sone activity at Irish Muntain?

Absol utely. In fact, this old CGeer had patented mning

clainms on their private property.

To back up, Henry Sharp and his famly were com ng through

here on their way to California and the Indians ran off

their horses or killed them or sonething. What did the
valley ook like then in terns of white occupation?
Wll, there were lots of Indians and sone outl aws. In

fact, this one chief said there were about 300 bucks, plus
squaws and ki ds.

Wiere were the Indian canps?

One of themwas right here on the west side of Alanb. |'ve
heard ny fol ks tal k about it.

Is there a spring there?

No, but there was a little grove of trees. That's one
thing that people don't realize. When the settlers first
cane in, there were only a few black willow trees. There
was one bunch down below Alano at that place that G andpa
Sharp bought later. And then there was one at Al ano, and
there were sone ash trees, and that's all the trees there
were. So atree was quite an item believe it or not.

Evel yn H gbee: WId grapes grew in there.
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Yes. There was a bunch of Indians at Ash Springs and then

there was a canp at Cystal. But they didn't live here
year around. They would stay here in the winter and then
they would go north, like to Cherry Oreek and Pine Ceek

and Ti npahut e.
Wiile I"'mthinking of it, there are 2 stories I'd like to
tell you. One is about when G andpa Joe Sharp was a young
man. He owned all the range and cattle out west here.
How far west did it go?
VWl |, probably 60 or 70 mles from here, then north . :
he owned these 2 or 3 valleys and all the springs. The way
he got to know this country, his ol dest brother was naned
Henry, and he never married until he was a real old person.
So he kind of lived with the Indians quite a lot of the
tinme. And they actually showed him 2 real valuable gold
m nes. (Remnd nme about this gold mne story.) But
anyway, Henry lived with the Indians. The Indians told
Henry where the water was and he told Joe Sharp. Henry
didn't care about the springs, but he did the mning. Joe
Sharp was out here riding and he cane upon a place where he
could hear sone old squaws crying and hollering. Qut at
Ti npahute Mountain the Indians had abandoned 3 old, blind

squaws. They had becone blind and couldn't go with the
tribe, so they just put brush around them so they coul dn't
get out, and then they Ileft. He rode up on these old

squaws and he took them and back to the [Indian] canmp and
told them "You so and so, you don't take care of these .

Anot her story they tell about Joe was when he was just a
young boy. He was riding around H ko on a horse and he
canme upon an old Indian canp which the Indians had left.
He thought he heard a cat so he started |ooking around
there and it was a little Indian boy. (Sonetinmes | get
enotional when | tell one or two of these stories.) He got
hi mup on the back of his horse and took hi mhone and said,
"Can we keep hin? He's hungry, he's starving to death."
Henry |ooked up, and he had a big famly and everything
but he said, "Yeah, we'll keep him" So they raised this
Indian boy right wth their famly. They called him
"Chiney." | saw hi monce.

He grew up right here and had a famly of his own.

I's that right?

He went down here on the reservation, didn't he Joe?

Yes.

Was he a Shoshone?

No, | think he was Pai ute.

Were the Indians here Paiute or Shoshone?
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| think they were Paiute. Another little story tells about
one time when they rode out in Irish Mountain. They always
killed a beef, and the old Indians knew that, and they
woul d eat anything - the entrails and everything. This one
old Indian knew when Gandpa and the others were going to
ride, so he went out early. They found his lunch on the
trail that they took - it was a dead nouse in between two
old leaves - it had fallen out of his pack.

Another tinme (it kind of nakes you choke up) in that day
and age, they didn't have welfare and all those things
young nothers died and people died, and they didn't have
any folks. Joe Sharp was out riding again, down in a
cornfield they had, and he found a little boy. Once again,
he put himon his horse and took him hone and said, could
he keep him Hs folks died and other people took himin,
but mstreated him- he was starving and had been beaten.
VWre they Indians?

No, this was a white boy, Johnny Mirphy. They took him
hone and said, "Can we keep him, Dad?"

Vll, Henry Sharp was a kind man and he |ooked up at this
little sad boy that had been beaten, and said, "Danmmt yes,
you can keep him" So they raised him too.

Is that right - with all that big famly?

The oldest girl stayed and helped to raise all the famly
until they all married, then she, in turn, married Johnny
Mur phy (the boy the Sharps raised).

Ddthey stay in the valley?

Yes, until she died. That's another story. Sone of the
Sharps noved from here to El ko County, and after she died,
he went up and narried Ella Sharp (a daughter of the Louis
Sharp who had left and gone to El ko County). That's kind
of a strange coi nci dence.
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CHAPTER TWD

| hope you've got nore stories like that. Those kind of

stories nake history cone alive.

Yes, they make people live.

G herw se they're just nanes.

So they would bring home strays for the famly to raise -

an | ndian boy and a white boy.

You know, Henry Sharp had the first mail contract to

Pi oche, Nevada. He and his boys would go hal fway one day,

and at the halfway point they had a little old shack and

one girl and one boy would stay there. They would go from

there one day and they woul d have fresh horses at this stop

over at what they called Bennett Springs. Then from

Bennett Springs they would go to Pioche and then back to

here bringing mail. And they would take a horse and go way

north over into Quinn Canyon and Cherry O eek.

There's a story they tell. One of the older girls, Ella

had one of the little girls and the Indian boy over there

[at the cabin]. She had just gotten through scrubbing the

floors and they got to sliding on these old floors. They

were just board floors, and they had soap on them and they

got to slipping, and | guess she paddl ed their behinds real

good. And ny nother always told about this little Indian

kid - "Now Ella,"” he said, "don't you wi sh we no slide?"

Now, where is Bennett Springs?

Vel |, Bennett Springs is over in Delanmar Valley.

And there was a cabin there where they stayed? D d they

stay there full time or did they go up there?

Sonmebody did. |'ve heard ny nother's aunts talk about it.
They hated to be assigned there - they lived at H ko and

took turns for a couple of weeks at a tinme, so they

woul dn't have to be out there for so | ong.

And that was so that the nail deliverers would have fresh

hor ses?

Yes. There were 3 boys, Henry and the twins Hram and

Joseph, and they would take turns. The boys would take

turns staying out as well as the girls.

And how often did you say they nade that run from Pi oche

for the mail?

It took them about 3 days to nmake the run and then they

would start all over again. It would take one day to

Bennett Springs and then one to Pioche and back to Bennett

Springs and then back to H ko, so about 3 days for the

round trip, with a wagon.

And one of the boys and one of the girls would stay there

and keep fresh horses?

Joe and Evel yn Hi gbee 9



EH:

JH:
EH:
JH:

M/ nother told me a story that tells what they did to this
grouchy mail driver one day. [chuckles]

It goes: Even wth such heavy responsibilities they
managed a bit of mschief. There was one old grouchy nail

carrier they hired. He grow ed at everything. He told
them repeatedly that he had to get up early to be on his
way and they better have his breakfast ready for him and
not to dare let him oversleep. So the old grouch bedded
down for a long winter's snooze, but the children only I|et

him sleep 4 hours, never telling himthat at the tine they
awoke himfor breakfast and sent himon his way.

They really got him up early. He never knew the
di ff erence.

| started to tell you about Henry Sharp.

He never narried, did he Joe?

Vell, he married Mary Dawson up here late in life. But he
lived nostly with the Indians. And the Indians showed him
where these springs were and he'd never show ny grandfather
Joe where the springs were, but he'd tell him Anyway, the
| ndi ans showed him 2 or 3 valuable, rich deposits. Lat er
on his sister in Hko was postmstress for nmany years, and
twice a year he would take a small sack of ore - about 20
pounds - and send it to the snelter in Salt Lake Gty and
then he'd have enough noney for his taxes and living, but

he never would tell anyone where his gold mne was. \%%
grandf at her Joseph even tried to follow hima tine or two,

but he'd just cone back. There was only one other person
the Indians ever showed, and that was Ms. Ceer. They
bl i ndf ol ded her and she said they actually had to let her
down on a rope to get to it. That's the only thing she
does renenber - that they had to let her down a rope. O

course, Henry would never say anything. In fact, ny nother
was with him when he died, and she asked him about it and
he said it was just as well that nobody knew.

So in effect, it's alost gold mne. Wat a story.

You take the people in Pahranagat Valley, the old-tiners
spent half a lifetinme |looking for it.

I's that right?

| think it was probably in Sheep Mountai n. You know this
other country has been explored and gone over with a fine-

t oot hed conb.

But Sheep Mountain hasn't?

No, it's a tough nmountain. Joe Sharp also owned [all of]

Sheep Mbuntai n. It was south and west of Pahranagat

Vall ey, and at one tinme was al ong what used to be the route
to Las Vegas. M nother was out there and she didn't I|ike
to hear the branding of calves. Mdther was kind of a soft-

hearted person and she didn't like the bellow ng of the
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cal ves when they were branded, so she took a wal k and she
fell off a cliff and could have killed herself. If you' ve
ever been there, it's just steep, with many cliffs.

|'ve never been up on Sheep Mountain. | always ook at it
-it's a fascinating nountain.

It's a mean nountain, it really is. It's just cliffs and
straight up and down, and boulders. There are 3 springs on
the west side that Grandpa Sharp owned - Shale Cut, Cabin
and Sheep Springs.

He owned the grazing rights on the west side of Sheep
Mount ai n?

Yes, on the west side. W still had that, even when | was
a boy - that's one part that he kept. He sold all the
others - LaQuinta, Tikaboo and Saveo - to WIlliam T.

Stewart after he got to be an old nan. He got sick and
sold it to WIIl Stewart.

s that WIIl Stewart in Vegas?

Yes, that's the WII Stewart in Vegas, the father of Dan
Dell and Cornell .

When did he sell his rights to Stewart?

Grandpa Sharp didn't sell to the Stewarts till after 1900.
Ch, | bet it was the Stewart boys then.

Al the Stewarts noved from here. But they didn't |eave
here until | was a pretty good-sized kid in high school
Sone of themleft when I was in grade school.

Tell nme sonme nore about your great-grandfather and your

gr andf at her  Shar p. Do you have any nore stories about
Henry Sharp?
Vell, he ran the first cafe. It was in Hko and was al so a

store where everyone got groceries, kerosene and cl ot hi ng.
X, let's go back to the valley. When he got here, who
occupi ed the Pahranagat Vall ey?

|'ve got that witten down. They took up the ground all
around H ko.

Wre they honesteadi ng?

Yes. He patented all that H ko ground on homestead -
probably in the nanes of his children and famly. There's
an old block building up there that they call the "Johnny
Murphy House", this oldest daughter had that piece of
ground. There's a real fine block building up there.

So there was nothing at H ko when he got here?

Right. To go back to this MQuffy story - it's kind of an
odd coincidence. These 2 MQiffy boys, who were born and
rai sed here, years later canme back to visit and got up to
Ash Springs. They both got hellacious drunk and one of
t hem dr owned. The water is very warm and one of them
drowned and t he other al nost did.

Now, when woul d that have been?
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Ch, this happened about 15 or 20 years ago, in the '70s.
They were old nen then.

You asked ne about who lived there - Ceers, Fergusons and
Butlers were here when the Sharps cane. There was an old
bachel or naned Cadwell who |ived bel ow the Fergusons, and
they got into an argument over water. They even went to
court about it (this was in the newspaper in Pioche if you
want to look it up). Ferguson lost, so he stabbed Cadwel l
in the belly, but Cadwel |l |ived.

Now, Ferguson had sonme corn up behind the house, and quite
a while later sonebody rang a bell and it sounded like a
cow was in the corn. Ferguson went out to get this cow out
of the corn and sonebody shot him and killed him
Everybody knew who it was, but it went a while longer til
M. CGeer and M. Butler and other Fergusons shot Cadwel |

It was at night. He was scared so he only went out at
ni ght after the shooting - he knew he was in trouble. They
shot him and it was in the old Pioche Record. The

newspaper clipping named the nen that shot Cadwell and
ended the article with, "Enough said." That's the way it
ended. [laughter] No one was brought to trial.

There's a little side story to this - it's kind of
gruesone. These sane gentl enen decided they would take him
up to Hko and bury himthe next day - that was the |east
they could do for him So they went to Sharp's bar and got
slightly inebriated - Butler and Ferguson and Sharp and
Frenchie (the Frenchie famly were the next ones down).
The grave wasn't very deep. M. Ceer, who was a tough old
man, gave the obituary. They had Cadwel |l down in the grave
and they covered him with a sheet and took a big boul der
and set it down on his head and said, "The way of the
wi cked is hard."

[ | aught er ]

That isn't quite all the story. About a week later the
dogs and coyotes started digging Cadwell up. So they had
to get the town drunk there in H ko (every town has one
you know) all Iliquored up and they gave him $10 or
sonmething to go dig a grave and they rolled himout of this
one and put himin the other. [laughter]

What a story! Wien would that have been, approxi mately?

Ch boy. Probably 1875. Gandpa Sharp probably was just a

t eenage boy, because | know he wasn't part of the killing.
Tell me what you know about the Geers, Joe.

The Ceers were here before the Sharps - they and the
Fer gusons. They were cousins and they cane from the East
sonepl ace.

Wre t hey Mornon?
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Absolutely not. In fact, the Henry Sharp famly, who were
Mornons, had no contact with the Mornon church for so nmany
years that none of them grew up as Mornons. None of ny
not her's people, the Sharps, were Mrnons, they joined the
church later. But anyway, Ferguson was a tough man and so
was ol d Pappy GCeer. The Ceers owned all the range east
north and northwest of Pahranagat Valley and had literally
t housands of head of cattle. He got to be a really wealthy
person. To give you an exanple, Ms. Wight, his niece who
inherited the place, had a picture of himwth the governor
of Nevada in Wrld War | showi ng him as the biggest bond-
buyer in Wrld War |I. He owned all of Delanmar Valley and
way north and east. As he grew old, other people either
bought his range or took it over when he could no | onger
def end his hol d.

D d he basically own the Pahranagat Valley?

No. If you want to go back to that, there were the Sharps
and then the Fergusons, the Frenchies, then the Thonpsons,
then the Butlers, then the MQffys, then the Richards.
That's where ny people cane in - R chard owed the Ash
Springs down to Kent Whipple's place (what is now called
Kent Wi pple's pl ace).

Then Joe and Henry Sharp took up all the ground that we
live on now, fromthere to alnost Alanbo. That's where the
Pearsons' place took over. And that's the place the
Mor mons bought, settled and nade the town of Al ano.

Were those peopl e here when Henry Pearson first got here?
No, they all cane at about the sane period of tine.

Who was here when the Sharps got here?

As far as | know, just the CGeers and the Fergusons and
probably the Butlers.

Do you know when Ceer cane in, roughly?

Probabl y around 1860.

How many were in the Geer famly when the Sharps got here?
There was a Mama and Papa and Dyer and Maude.

Dyer and Maude were the chil dren?

Dyer never married until way late in life, his dad bought

him sone nore property. In fact, he bought the old Butler
pl ace and gave it to Dyer. But Dyer finally got sick and
went to California and sonme nurse married him | don't

think she ever lived with him but she married himfor the
property. But then the Depression cane and she never |ived
here and she alnost |lost it because she couldn't pay the
t axes.

One tine Gandpa Joseph Sharp and 2 Ferguson boys were
prospecting around the country and they found sone rich ore
[at Del amar]. They spent quite a little tinme [devel oping
it] and they called it the Mnkey Wench. It was one of
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the old original filings, and it was called the Mnkey
Wench because they had taken an ol d nonkey wench and beat
the [claimstakes into the ground].

That was their prospecting tool?

Yes, this old nonkey wench. Joe Sharp later sold his
interest to the 2 Ferguson boys for an old team of white
horses and a wagon. Hs cousin CGeorge, one of the other
Sharp boys, used to laugh - he would say Joe was the worst
trader in the world. One of the Ferguson boys got a little
noney out of it. He had a beautiful hone at Hko - a 3-
story. The other one didn't realize nuch out of it.

Wy were they prospecting over there? Was there any
particul ar reason?

No, they just prospected a lot. The Fergusons had clains
all over the country and so did Gandpa Sharp. He had
claims on Irish Muntain and clains all over- Baldy
Mount ai n

And t hen what happened? Was there a boomright away?

No, it took a while, but finally the word got out. Then
they got people out of Salt Lake interested in it. The
Ferguson boys got quite a lot of nmoney out of it. G andpa
Sharp never got anything but the team and wagon.

That's interesting. Wuat year would that have been? Was
it before 18907

Del amar closed down in 1911, so | think it was around 1890
or something like that. You' ve heard the stories of how
many people were killed at Del amar and how t he Del amar dust
(as it was called) affected even the people living in town
[who didn't work in the m nes].

Vell, I've heard about the dust - that it was a bad pl ace
for silica.

My dad was a young man working for Joe Sharp on the ranch
and he was going to go over there and get a job. Hs
father and Joe Sharp told him "Don't you go into that
m ne, not one day." So he never did. But a lot of his

friends from southern Wah - cousins actually - went over
there and they didn't |last 6 nonths.

That's renarkabl e. Let's go back to the Ceers. You were
tal ki ng about their son

Dyer lived his whole life here but he never narried. He
was kind of like Uncle Henry. He actually had children
with the Indians and old Papa CGeer used to call them his
sons. The boys left and went down to the reservation when
the rest of the Indians left. But he grew up and spent
nmost of his life around the Indian canps. As he got ol der
he becane sick - probably cancer - and went to Los Angel es
to the doctor. He narried a nurse he net there.

Maude Ceer was the sister
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Ch, that's right. | remenber a story they'd tell about
old man Ceer:

"I raised Dyer, | raised him well. Mot her rai sed
Maude and she raised Hell." She was a pretty girl and

all the young boys from around here tried to court

her . But, no - her ran them off. He was a pretty
tough old boy. Finally, this [man nanmed] More cane
along and he was tougher than the old man. And he
said, "hey, we're going." So they got up and took off

So he got the daughter?

You bet - he took the daughter. The old man took after
t hem and when he caught up with them Moore said, "I'Il just
kill you, that's all there is toit." He convinced himand

the old nman went hone. Maude did cone back to have her
first child.

The Fergusons lived up in a little old rock cellar just
south of the |lake. They were cousins and she had her baby
t here. Ms. Wight, who actually wound up with the ranch
was the Moore [daughter]. She was a Wight, but that was
her married nane.

Where was Moore fron?

He was an outlaw. He cane through this country and he was
just tougher than old Pappy and he just took her and
married her. And as | said, Pappy never did forgive her
But Mammy hel ped deliver the first child. Sonebody cane
down and said, "Your daughter is having a baby." So she
got in an old buggy and got sonebody to take her up there
and she stayed several days.

But they wouldn't accept her back into the famly?

No, they never did.

She was living with the Fergusons.

She and her husband.

How did Mbore earn a |iving?

He was a cowboy around here.

A hand, basically?

Yes, he was just a cowboy.

But he was a tough guy?

Yes, tougher than the old nan. He was tougher than these
| ocal boys. There are sone terrible stories told about old
Pappy. _

Li ke what, for instance?

Feedi ng people to the pigs.

Do you think they are true?

| don't know. | shouldn't even say that. | try to keep to
the truth, but that I don't know.

There are no Ceers left in the valley, are there?

No, The daughter who was born here was the only one who
ever lived here, and when she died that was the last. Her
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parents left right after she was born and she lived her
life in old Mexico, but she cane back when the fol ks got
old. She had an old Mdel-T and she took them for a ride
or two and wound up with all the property and all their
noney.

She was a banker down here.

So Moore's daughter wound up with the property.

Dyer didn't have any children other than the I|ndians, but
Josie Moore Wight had a brother. He was not included in
the will and |I don't believe he or his famly realized any
part of the estate.
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CHAPTER THREE

| just found out Pappy GCeer's nane: Adrian W Ceer.
Everybody in this country always called them Mamy and
Pappy .

This is a picture of the daughter.

This is Oara Maude CGeer - she's the one who ran off wth
Moor e.

And how many children did she and Moore have?

Two. She had the girl Josie and a boy, but | don't know

what ever becanme of him He was living in southern
California. | don't think he ever canme to the valley, that
| know of. 1've been here all ny life and | think |I would

have known about it.

But the granddaughter inherited?

Yes. Here's a picture of the girl - Josie More Wight.

How big of a place did CGeer have when your folks first got
her e?

He had probably the biggest ranch in the Pahranagat Vall ey
at that tine. The big ranchers had a lot of cowboys
wor ki ng for them

D d he have nost of the Pahranagat Valley?

Cosh, no. He only owned that part and then, as | said

there were the Sharps and then the Frenchies, who owned
Frenchi e Lake, and the Fergusons and then | think there was
a man by the nane of Thonpson and then CGeer and then Butl er
and McQuffey.

Were they all here when the Sharps got here?

No. The only two that were here when they got here were
Ferguson and Ceer.

How nmuch did Geer have? | nean, the whole valley was open
then, wasn't it?

Yes, but he didn't have it.

He probably had all he could handle. [chuckles]

They wouldn't let them take but so much, you know. A |ot
of these ranch owners would get their cowboys to take it up
for themand they would later buy it back from the cowboys
and make it part of the ranch.

D d Geer have mning interests?

Yes, he had a |lot. In fact, some of the clains on Irish
Mountain, which is on the west side of the valley, are
still listed in the Lincoln County Courthouse - where he

filed for the patent on the mning clains.

Wiere were they selling their cattle in those days?

Ch, that's another story. Wy back when, they would have a
big old drive, usually to the end of the railroad. In the
earliest days they had to drive them nmany mles, one tine
they took themto El ko County. Wen the railroad finally
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cane through southern Nevada they just took them to
Caliente or to Mapa.
But that wouldn't have been until the turn of the century.

That's right.

What ki nds of crops were they produci ng?

They had sone alfalfa. |'ve heard sonme of themtell about
alfalfa - there's one field up there that's wonderful

ground and they claimit was the sane alfalfa for 50 years.
They raised nostly this wild grass. And then they raised

beautiful corn. This is a good place to raise corn.

What did they do with the corn - feed it to the stock?

Yes, to the chickens and pigs. Wile Delamar was operating

it was a valuable asset to the people here. They all had

great big orchards - M. Ceer, M. Butler, Gandpa Sharp -

everybody had orchards. Gandpa Sharp nust have had 4 or 5

acres of them And anything they could raise, they sold in

Del amar, so they raised about everything they could. They

had a good narket. The people here in the valley really

prospered when Del amar was goi ng.

What kinds of fruit trees did they grow?

About anything - apples, peaches, pears, apricots - you

nane it.

They sold to Tonopah too, didn't they?

Yes. And they raised pigs and turkeys and all Kkinds of

things. | know ny folks raised a | ot of turkeys.

Do you wusually get a fruit crop, or does it often get

frozen?

W al ways get apples. About the only thing they don't ever

get much of is apricots because they bloomtoo early. But

the rest of the fruit wusually does well. It used to,

anyway.

So how |l ong did Pappy and Mammy Ceer have their place?

Ch, they lived to be real ancient.

Do you renenber then?

Absol utely. | remenber all these people - all but Henry

and Joe Shar p.

But the CGeers were definitely in here before the Sharps?

Yes, the Ceers and the Fergusons were here before the

Shar ps.

What do you recall about the Fergusons?

They were cousins to the Ceers.

Was there a famly of then?

Yes, there were several sisters and brothers.

Was there a nother and father that started the famly?

| don't know their genealogy that well. I"ve heard them

tal k about several brothers and several sisters. One of

them was a Manning and nmarried a Manning and it was all
m xed up, so | know there were sone girls, but I can't tel
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you how many. There are 2 or 3 Fergusons living here. For
a lot of the old famlies - like the Pearsons, the Butlers
and all of those people - none of themare left. But there
are Sharps and Fergusons, and they are intermarried. As
far as that's concerned, the Butlers and the Ceers and the
Fergusons and the Sharps all intermarried.

There weren't that many places to go for spouses, were
t here?

Thi s Pahranagat Valley was very isolated in all respects.
Tell me about the Sharps. Ddn't you tell ne that they
mned first?

Just for a short period of tinme. Then they put a mll in
at H ko so they noved down and they put up an eating house
and a bar. And they took up all the farm ng ground around
H ko.

Tell me about the restaurant that they opened up.

Those girls and the nother put up sonme good neals and cl ean
beds. |'ve read stories, as | was going through material
(and | had heard before), that they put up a nice bed
People cane through there, and they fed the mners and

people at the mll. There were a lot of old bachelors
there - in fact, there were still a few of them around when
| was young. | don't know how they survived. | guess the

county gave them $10 and they used to carve out a little
dugout sonepl ace. Most of them were half blind, and they
would get their beans and bacon and craw back in their
hole for another nonth in the side of the nountain. Many
of those hovels were around H ko, but they were all up and
down the valley. 1t was sad.

Yes. So the Sharps nust have built the building at H ko.
Yes, they did. Now, Ferguson is the one who nmade the big,
beautiful building in north H ko. It was a lot nicer
bui I di ng than the Sharps built.

Wiere did they get their |unber?

They mnust have shipped it in by the railroad, and from
there on teans.

But the railroad didn't get to Caliente until after 1900.
Maybe they brought it by wagon from Salt Lake.

It was farther south than Salt Lake.

Ch - Fillnore?

Actually, Rchard was a freighter from the end of the
railroad to Pioche. The Richards were quite a nusical
famly. They had their own orchestra and they actually
woul d play in Pioche. They'd stay overnight there and then
they'd go back, that's how they | earned about this valley.
How big was the building that the Sharps built in H ko?

| really don't know, although there are pictures of it.
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| wonder where he got the noney. That's quite an
under t aki ng.

| don't know.

Maybe he nmade sonme noney in m ning.

He just went to work. | don't think he owned a mne or
anything |i ke Geer and sone of them did.

And you say he had a boardi nghouse?

Yes. Because this one story | read told about 3 boys who
cane from Idaho and stayed there and then they wote back
and thanked him |ater. Sone of these folks have nade
copies of those letters over all these years. The story
tells about those boys staying there and the clean sheets
and the food. Then they left for California, except the
| ndi ans got after them | think they killed one of them
but the other 2 got away or sonething and cane back to H ko
and then went to [|daho].

And you say he had a store or bar?

A bar and a store.

Was he running cattle on his |and?

Yes, they always had a few cattle. And his boys . . . when
Joe Sharp was just a young man he started running cattle,
and then that's how he wound up with all this range.
Hram the other twin, was never very healthy. He never
marri ed and he di ed when he was about 35.

What was wong with hin®

You know how it was in those days - there wasn't a doctor
anypl ace. There wasn't anything in Las Vegas, and Caliente
was a ranch. If you got sick, you died. That's what it
amounted to. Al those years there was sonething wong
with him- he was just never healthy and he died a fairly
young man. But he used to live with ny grandfather or one
of his sisters.

Coul d you, again, nane the children that Henry Sharp had
and say a sentence or so about what happened to each one of
t hen?

K. There were 3 brothers who started out from Engl and
Henry, Hubert and Louis cane to America. Then Hubert went
to Canada and narried and settled down there and Louis and
Henry canme to Nevada

Yes. Louis cane with Henry.

D d he cone to the Pahranagat Valley?

He cane here for a while, then he noved to what's called
the Sharp Ranch, up north and west about 100 m | es. Now
it's called Adaven. Then that group of Sharps noved from
Adaven to El ko County.

There's a little story | could tell you about that. They
went there and a man naned Wnes owned a bar and a cafe up
at El ko County. They took a herd of cattle up to the end
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of the railroad and he saw all those cowboys and he just

closed and boarded up his establishnent. They saw this
beautiful country and cane back and sold out down here and
went back to El ko County. What's funny is that years
later, Louis Sharp married Wne's daughter. That was the

second Loui s Sharp.

The first Louis was Henry's brother and then he had a son
nanmed Loui s?

Ri ght. In fact, when you go up to Elko County there's
Louis, Louis, Louis, Louis. In fact, there was another
Loui s Sharp down here.

"1l be darned. Those 2 brothers had a huge inpact on
Nevada.

They had a bunch of kids . . . Here's an interesting story
they tell about this famly and sonme of the troubles that
befell them They had a [warning systen] that, if they got
in trouble with Indians or whites, they'd run a flag of a
certain color up the chimmey. One day the nen were not too
far away, working in the fields, and 2 wonen and the 2

children were at hone. (This was a 2-room cabin but 2
famlies lived in it.) Sonme Indians canme around, and first
they said, "Wll, nmaybe we can hand them sonmething out the
wi ndow and nmaybe that will satisfy them" They tried but

[the Indians] took their spears and tried to cut their
hands off, so they decided that wouldn't work. So Henry's
wife Charlotte took her kids .

Was this in H ko?

No, this is before they canme to H ko.

This was sonmewhere up in U ah.

At any rate, this one worman was pregnant. She said to
Charlotte, "You take the children and go in the back room
and lock it and I'll stay out here and see if | can't give

them cl ot hes and food and satisfy themuntil the nmen cone."
So she tried, but this woman was raped and nurdered and
deci mat ed. By the tine the nen got there they opened the
door and saw all this horrible thing and, of course, they
killed the Indians. But that's a little side story.

Was it Charlotte who was kil led?

No, no. It was a friend of OCharlotte's. They 1|ived

together in the sane cabin.

Charlotte and the kids hid in the other room

Ch ny god. Now, Henry and Charlotte had these children

The ol dest child was naned . . .

. . Wlliam Henry. And WIliam Henry |loved to mne and
he owned a |l ot of property just north of A ano about 3 or 4
m | es.

Ddn't he have a lot of horses, Joe?
Yes, he had | ots of horses.
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Was he a grown man when Henry cane to the area?

He was the ol dest one, but he was still a youth.

Li ke a teenager?

Yes. He's the one who lived wth the Indians part-tinme and
the Indians showed him where the gold and silver and the
Springs were.

And he lived out his life in the valley?

Yes. He's buried right up here. Then Ela was the ol dest
girl. She was the one who took care of all the children
and kept the famly together after their nother left them
Dd Charlotte take off?

She ran off.

When did she run of f?

The youngest one was only 5 or 6 years ol d.

What happened? | nean, did she run off wth another guy,
or did she just |eave?

She literally ran off w th another guy.

Who was it?

Bill Johnson - | guess he was soneone who boarded there or
sonething, | really don't know.

D d they ever hear from her?

They went to Wah, yes.

Ch, vyes. The boys never did go see her but as tinme went
by, why, sone of the girls went and visited her.

But she went back to U ah?

Yes, and lived out her life in central Wah sonepl ace. I
think they ran a boardi nghouse there.

So the nunber one daughter, Ella, kind of took the place of
the nother in raising the children?

Right. And | told you they raised this Mirphy - and |ater
on she married him and they nade a big place up in H ko
and it's still there. She was buried here in Pahranagat
Valley in the H ko cenetery.

Then Alice is the one who married Johnny Richard in a
doubl e wedding. Alice Sharp and Johnny R chard nmarried and
ny grandnot her Katherine R chard and grandfather Joe Sharp
marri ed.

Ch - so that brothers and sisters narried brothers and
sisters? That's nice.
As | said, none of them married until after Henry Sharp

died, and then they all married pretty fast.

The next boy was CGeorge. He is the one who left here as a
young man and went to Railroad Valley. That's where
there's oil and where the Sharp boys up there live. They
own |ots of property there.

Wiy did he go over there?
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He and WII| Ferguson went there originally, and they had
cattle together. And Ferguson sold out to him Fer guson
married their sister Mhalia.

Ferguson nmarried a Sharp sister?

Right, Mahalia. W'Il get to her in a mnute. But anyway,
they went over there, and then Mhalia and WII| Ferguson
sold out to George Sharp.

And then they cane back here?

Yes.

| was talking to the Sharps the other day - | ran into them
i n Tonopah.

D d you? Nornman and Ceral d?

Yes.

They' re ny cousi ns.

Yes. And they said that they thought their famly didn't
cone in there till 1900. | thought that seened | ate.

Boy, that is late. But they ought to know

And then Ceorge lived out his life over in Railroad Valley?
Yes, and died over there. He gained |lots of property, 1'lI
tell you. And then Mary Sharp married John Peter Wight.
He was a mner from Delamar and he only |ived several years
after they were nmarried. The mning dust got him Now,
the old Henry Sharp had the post office after Louie
Stearns. Wen he got old, Mary, to support her famly, ran
the post office in Hko for nany years. That's how she
rai sed her famly. And then her son John got started in
the cattle business, and he's been a cattle man all his
life.

That' d be John Wi ght.

John Wight. And his sons, Jay and Kay, still run cattle
here in the valley. Hram Joseph's brother, died fairly
young. He was the twin. He never narried.

And Joe, the other twin, was your grandfather.

Ri ght . And then Annie - she was the younger one - first
married Joseph Little. And he died of who knows what, in
that day and age.

Was it shortly after they were nmarried?

Yes. They never had chil dren.

He didn't have the dust?

No, he didn't have the dust. He just died. And then she
married WIIl Thorne.

Was he a local fellow?

No.

He was a surveyor.

He was a surveyor - quite an intelligent nan. He cane in
here surveying this country and she was a pretty girl, and
Annie married WIIl Thorne, and they had 2 children - a boy
and a girl, Audrey and Francis.
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And did they take up | and here?

No, they just had a hone here in A ano. Now, Joe Sharp
owned nost of the ground north of Alano and south of Henry
Sharp. As sone of his sisters got narried he | et them have
sonme [land]. And then as sonme of his other sisters
married, he'd just give them property. | guess he wanted
to keep the famly around. He was a kind-hearted, good
per son.

Let's talk a bit about Louie Stearns. Wen did he cone in?
| wouldn't have any idea. He nust've been there pretty
much in the beginning. He was the first postnmaster, he was
t he judge, he was kind of everything.

Were there little communities up at Irish Muntain?

You bet.

There was a little place called Logan.

In fact, there are still old rock places up at Silver
Canyon, where they noved to.

And that's where the mners were staying that were working
t here?

Ri ght .

And Stearns becane the postnaster of H ko?

Postmaster, and the judge . . . and the jury. [chuckles]
And t hen what happened? D d he die there?

Yes, | think he's buried at H ko. And then Henry Sharp

becane the postnmaster and |later Mary Sharp Wight was. I
think Henry Sharp was the first sheriff, too.

He was the sheriff of H ko?

Ri ght, and Lincoln County.

So he woul d' ve been a sheriff when Pioche was goi ng?

Yes. The county seat, to start with, was here. Then they
noved it to Pioche.

X, sure, he woul d've been the county sheriff there.

They noved the county seat over there when Del amar went
down and Pi oche really was boom ng.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Who are we mssing? Mhalia - did | nention Mhalia?

You nentioned her, but not in the [list of] nanes.

0@ W started talking, and | said we'd get back to her
next . She was another sister and she nmarried WII
Fer guson. As | said, they lived here in the valley, then
they noved up to Railroad Valley with George Sharp, and |
guess they had about 800 head of cattle from the story |
r emenber . Then he sold out to George Sharp. First they
nmoved over to Hot Oreek, up by Sunnyside, and stayed there
for a while. Then they noved back to Pahranagat Vall ey.
He had cattle all his life. He and Mahalia both |ived and
died here in the valley, and raised a famly. Not too many
of their folks are left here, but one girl married Vern
Shummay, and they're here. So sone of their posterity is
here.

Now, we talked about the Fergusons, the Geers and Sharps
they were the first ones in. Wwo cane in next?

The Mornons cane in and bought the Pearson ranch.

Now, the Sharps were ahead of the Mornons?

Ch, yes, by 40 years.

They were Mornons, though.

Yes, but like |I said, none of the kids were even bapti zed.

[ They were converted] in England, and that's about all the
contact they ever really had with the church

That's about it, they really weren't practicing Mrnons.
They didn't have an opportunity to.

So basically 3 groups cane in early - the Sharps, the
Fergusons and the Ceers.

There were others - for instance, the Butlers. One of the
Butler girls married a Ferguson, so that kind of entw ned .
. . The Butlers owned the ranch just south of the Ceers.
They was next to the GCeers. Then there was the MQffy
famly.

Now, when did the Butlers cone in?

The were anong the very first.

They cam about the sane tine as the Sharps?

Probably a little later.

K, yeah. Wat was his nane?

Ch, | know one of the boys was .

Nye?

No, Nye Butler's one of the sons. The old man and famly
are buried up on the hill.

Ddthe Butlers have a |lot of children?

Yes, they had several. And then the next ranch down bel ow
them was the McQuffys.
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| think they had the 2 boys I was telling you about. But here's
the story: The McQffys owned a nice, big beautiful meadow
straight west of Ash Springs. [Ms. MQuffy] had a desire to
own the property right around Ash Springs, that sone old
bachel ors had honesteaded - each man had a few acres. She
desired this land, so she would invite each one of them to
supper and when they got hone, they would die in their bed
Not hi ng was ever done about it or anything |ike that.
RM It would be hard to prove in those days, wouldn't it? They
didn't have toxicologists testing for poison and so on.
[ chuckl es]
JH That's right. But they all died after eating supper wth
her .
RM  Was she al one?
JH No, she had a husband and a famly. There were the 2 boys,
and there were sonme girls. | told you the story about the
2 boys who |ater canme back when they were fairly old nen
and one of them drowned.
The next famly down there was the R chards. They owned
lots of property from there down to where the Sharps took

over.

RM  Wien did the Richards cone into the picture?

JH | figure it was about 15 or 16 years after the Sharps, so
about 1883.

RM  Wre they Mrnons?

JH  Yes, but they grew up just like the rest of them

EH.  The church wasn't avail abl e.

JH  The church wasn't available, and they all drifted away from
it. None of themwere baptized.

RM Were the Butlers Mrnons?

JH  No, the Butlers had nothing to do with the church

RM So, really, the Sharps were the first Mrnons in, but then
there were ot her people who cane in that weren't Mornon?

JH Cood lordy, yes. And |I'm not sure, maybe they didn't even

admt they were, | don't know  You know, there was a | ot

of anti-Mrnon sentinent. In fact, even when ny dad rode

in Arizona as a young nman (he went down there to ride for 2

or 3 years), and he told ne that he didn't dare admt he

was Mor non.

There was that much prejudice?

Ch, yes. There's lots of prejudice in certain areas.

What woul d have happen if he had admtted it, do you think?

Ch, he probably would have got the hell beat out of him

In fact, he said he rode for quite a while with this one

guy, and finally that guy said to him "Ern, you're a

Mormon, aren't you"?

He said, "Wll, so amI|." [laughter] So maybe the Sharps

t hought, "I didn't practice . . . maybe |I'm not even one."

7212
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But history says that they were - | nean, their baptisnal
records - of cour se, people have done all t hat
[ geneal ogi cal ] wor K.

Let's tal k sone nore about your dad's folks.

It was a big famly. They came over her about the sane
time the Mornons did. The stories about all this water got
out in southern Wah, and so the H gbees cane when the
Mornons cane - about 1900. | think the first ones cane in
1900, and the second bunch in 1901. M dad cane with the
second bunch.

Dd they conme fromUah, or did they cone from Del amar ?
They conme from southern Uah. There was quite a bunch of
Mornmons that canme from Wah and wound up here. The Paces,
for instance, cane from southern U ah. They owned a
grocery store. When Del amar closed down, they actually
noved to Pahranagat Vall ey.

So your father cane over here in 19017

Ri ght . He was about 10 years old. My dad told a story
about [their trip]. Wen they left southern Wah they had
chickens, 2 or 3 wagons . . . M dad was just a boy, and
W1l was his younger brother, and he was only about 4 or 5.

For sonme reason G andnma H gbee would not run a wagon, so
they had the 2 wagons, and they had WIIl, the little guy,
sitting up there. M/ dad and one of the oldest girls,
Sabra, drove the cattle and the horses.

And Grandpa had the second wagon. He said they would go a
little ways every day, and then at night they'd let the
chickens out and they would mlk the cow and everything
and so on. And that's the way they cone into this country
- it took about 10 days. Wen they got on the Panaca
Summt (at that tine it was just an old dirt road) they
told WII to stop there and they would help him down the
hill. But he didn't, he headed off down there. So ny dad
was on the only horse. He was just a 10-year-old boy, but
he took to him and finally caught him down there a ways
and darn if he didn't run along and get those old horses
stopped. H's nother was just horrified. | mean, she just
t hought he was dead.

She was terrified. Ern was the third child, and by the
time he was born, both older children were dead. |In those
days they got chil dhood di seases.

Then they |ost one other brother, Carlton, after they cane
her e.

h. So the famly had 5 children and only 2 |ived, huh?
They had nore than 10 children. Living at this tine were
Ernest, Sabra, Ethel, WIliam Zelda, Lila and Lawence - 3
died at a young age.
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Wen vyour dad's famly canme over here what were they
leaving in [D xie] Wah?

A rock pile. And wine. To be right honest [chuckles] with
you, ny grandfather, |ke H gbee, got to drinking quite a
little of that Dixie wine, which a ot of the fol ks did.
M/ grandnother said to him "You know, |'ve got ny famly,

now you've got to quit your drinking or I'm going to
| eave." [l aughter] I never knew himto drink when | knew
hi m

So it was a tough go over there?

It was really tough. It was much easier here because

Del amar was goi ng. Anyt hi ng anybody could raise, [they
could sell]. So they prospered, they could nmake a |iving,

you see. In fact, this valley probably was never nore
prosperous than when Del amar was goi ng. They coul d raise
an egg, or a chicken, or a wagon load of hay . . . |'ve

heard ny grandpa lke talk about taking the hay up there
and they had a Chinese nman there who did the laundry. He
had a little old cart, so he had to have a horse to feed.

And he told ny grandpa, "I want sone of your hay but no fox
[sounds like "fock"] tail." So Gandpa took up a |oad of
that and he said it was just |oaded wth foxtail, you know,

and [laughter] the Chinese man didn't know foxtail when he
saw it, so that was fine wwth him And he was just fine.

Anot her time ny dad went up there and he had a | oco horse -
horse that got into |locoweed - which is dope. And they're
crazy. M/ dad didn't realize this horse was |oco when he
was got him but they just quit on you - they just won't
go. So ny dad got behind himand beat him and finally got
himup to Delamar, and he knew he couldn't cone hone. And
the old horse was docile and he told the Chinese nman, "You

know, 1'd like to trade this for that gentle horse you' ve
got on that team there. He said, You know, |'ve wanted a
mare . . ." (this was a horse). And he b.s.'d the old

Chi nese man, so he traded him They hooked himup, and the
old horse was gentle, you know. But the next norning, he
was raring to go, and |I guess he just tore that thing al
to pieces, all through Delamar. [laughter] Those old boys
were a little tough on the horse trading, sonetines.

[l aught er ]
Oh, they used to cheat each other on that horse trading.
That was legal, | think, to cheat each other on horses.

Another tinme ny dad traded horses with sonebody form over
in Panaca. Dad was out on Sheep Mountain, riding - (they'd
be gone for 6 weeks at tine) he was out riding for G andpa
Sharp at the tine. This guy delivered the horse, and it
was the sorriest looking old thing, an old mare. They knew
about the tinme Dad woul d be hone, so ny nother and G andpa
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Sharp and all of themtook an old hat and cut out holes for
ears, and put a bonnet and an apron on this old horse.
[laughs] MW dad was so nad, he went all the way to Panaca,
and | guess the guy knew he was com ng, because nobody in
Panaca knew where he was. [laughter] That was part of
horse tradi ng. [chuckl es]

Vell, to get back to H gbees . . .

The Mornon church didn't tell themto cone over, did they?
Ch, no. They cane as different groups. The one year there
was Thomas Stewart, Wban R ggs and Botts and Jim Alen
Those 4 bought the whole Pearson ranch and they nade Al ano
- they blocked out the streets. That was a good thing
|'ve always thought that if the Mrnons had not cone here
and laid out the town of Alanb it mght have wound up |ike

Sunnyside, or like the Sharps over in Railroad Valley. It
seens like it took sonebody or sonething to cone in and
make a town and nmeke a [farmng comunity]. Over at

Railroad Valley, there's a ot nore ground, but |ook what's
t here.

So I've always felt that maybe if the Mornons hadn't noved
in, you never know what it mght [have been |ike].

The Mornons al ways set up good communities, yes.

Yes, they actually nmade the town - nade streets w de and
strai ght as Brigham Young had done in Salt Lake Gty, U ah.
Then 2 years later, a lot nore cane from another town -
Kanab, Wah. That's when the Coxes, Forenmasters, Shumays,
Lanbs, H gbees and all the rest of them cane.

That woul d' ve been in 1901.

Yes.

What did your grandfather think, comng here with his

wagons and everyt hi ng?

Dad was the oldest child, and he and his dad canme down the
Virgin Rver and they went over to Bunkerville and then up
across this way, and into the valley. They |ooked it over
and [thought] "Hey, this is nmuch better than the rock pile

we got over here." So they went back and sold what they
could, and took all their stock. But [when they noved]
they cane the other way - by Panaca, through H ko, and then
ri ght down. They bought a little place just below the
Sharp ranch, just north of Al ano. It was part of the old
Pearson property, but they bought it from the Mrnons who
had recently cone in.

How much di d he buy?

Oh, he nust've had 40 acres.

Coul d you nmake a living with 40 acres?

Vell, it didn't take much in them days.

Al they had to do was survive.
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Al they had to have was sone kerosene, a little bread.

They had a few cattle, they had their chickens, and they

about made their own clothes. So they didn't need a lot, a

little bit of tax noney, which didn't anount to nuch, and

t he kerosene and sone flour and a little sugar. They could

raise the [rest of the things they needed.] And anything -

corn, hay, you nane it - they could sell in Delanar.

What happened when they got here? D d your grandfather

bui I d a house?

Yes, he built a little house.

What did he build it out of?

A lot of them nade them out of adobes. Wien Del amar cl osed

down, the people didn't have nice hones. A lot of the

houses in the valley were just adobes, which were fairly

confortable, in a way - probably they were warner than

those old Del amar houses. But when Del amar closed down,

they practically gave the houses to those people here and

they noved them down here and nade the homes in A ano and

t he surroundi ng ranches.

Were the Del amar houses wood houses?

Yes, little old wood houses with wood floors . . .

How did they get them down here? That's quite a little

trip, to get themfromthere over to here.

Yes. They would nove them just |ike you do now They

woul d take big long poplar trees and tie them to the back

wheels of a wagon in a Y, and set the house right on the

| ogs, and they'd have 2 nore wagon wheels up in the front.
Then they would hitch up 8 or 10 horses - maybe 15 to 20

horses - and they'd pull them through the sands and set
them down. They didn't have very good foundations, none of
themdid. In fact, they noved our present hone from across

the valley. This wasn't a Delamar home - there are only
one or two of themleft - they' ve either all been torn down
or burned.

Cark Hardy's is one.

There's one of them right up here, if you want to take a
picture of it.

When did they start noving the Del amar hones in?

In 1911.

What caused Del amar to fol d?

The ore just ran out. Talking about Del amar, they have run
the tailings 3 or 4 different tines and they're thinking
now, if they can get Oark County to give us a little
water, of running it through again.

And of opening the m ne up again.

Yes, but they got all the high grade out of it.

Are there opportunities for heap |eaching, |ike they've
done in sonme of the other old canps?
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Yes, actually, they've devel oped these new processes .

Wul d they heap | each the whol e nount ai n?

Vell, | don't know about that.

When they devel op a new process they go through this m ne.
They've already gone through them 2 or 3 tinmes in ny
lifetine.

So your grandfather built an adobe house and your father
woul d' ve been 10 years old . . .

Ri ght. He went to school here about 3 nonths out of the
year - that's all they had.

Do you recall himtal king about what schooling was |ike?
Yes. Henry Sharp would board the schoolteachers - he'd
hire them and pay them To start wth, all there was was
just the little old school at H ko.

Was it alittle frame building?

VWl l, the teacher and the kids just used one of his roons,
| guess.

| see. And Henry Sharp did that for his kids?

Yes, for his kids and any others that lived at H ko. The
next school that opened up was when the R chards noved into
this end of the valley. He did the sane thing that Henry
did. He would hire a teacher and help with the pay. And
[they held school] about 3 nonths out of the year.

Wen the Mrnons noved in, they did the same thing down
here. There was actually 4 schools at one tinme - at H ko,

Crystal, R chardville, and A ano. They were still around
when | [started school]. In fact, they were still using
t hem M/ brother Edwin, who is 2 years older, went to
Ri chardvill e school . W lived on the other side of the

valley. W noved the house because this was kind of a | ake

in the winter and you couldn't cross over here. (The road

cane down here.) But always before, the Richardville

school was on that side. So Edwin went over there 2 years.
Kay Wight and all of themwent to H ko.

But when I went to school . . . | was born in 1925 and I

was about 6 years old when | started so that woul d be about
1931, and they consolidated that year.

Everybody was bused into Al ano.

And before that, there were 4 little schools. Veére they

little frame buil di ngs?

Yes.

There's one left. That one is up on the Stewart ranch
Al the wi ndows and everything are gone, but .o

Yes - the one at Cystal. It's in the canyon - from the
Stewart ranch you go straight across through their |ane and
the building's still sitting there.

So a person could go and take a picture of it?
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Right. And then the foundation for the H ko one is where
the fish and gane place is. They noved the building down
here (it was a pretty good building) and it sat down here
for a long tinme. They noved the R chardville school down
there, too, but I think it's all gone.

M. Stewart, when he cane in, was the one who took part of
the Pearson ranch and platted it out for the Alanb - is
that right?

Yes. He and R ggs and a nman by the nane of Botts and Jim
Al en.

What was Riggs's first nane?

They called himlrv, but [his real nane] was U ban.

And t hen peopl e bought lots in Al ano?

Yes, the second bunch bought |ots. They would live in
town, and they had their little ground outside. Wth their
40 acres, they could nmake hay or whatever.

Do you know what your grandfather paid for his 40 acres?
Joe's nother told nme one tinme that land was 25 cents an
acre. And on a back of a picture it said $2 per acre for
one wth water. Here it is.

That's the Frenchie famly, they had land up there.
There's a story that goes with that:of the boys here, a
Ferguson boy and a Richard boy, married 2 Frenchie girls.
And it's kind of a sad thing - they noved fromhere over to
Bi shop, California, and one had a boy and one had a girl
and those big, strong healthy [Frenchie] girls both died
within a week after their children was born. Andy Richard
took the baby and brought it back to his nother here, and
she raised this baby - they called him Merl e Andy R chard.
The little girl was raised by the Frenchies. And a
sidelight to that is that the daughter got burned up in a
big fire back east - the Coconut Gove fire. Her f ather,
Charl es "Duke" Ferguson, lived with us for quite a long
while. He never did remarry, but the other man did.

| want to go back and pick up 2 other people who we m ght
want to say a little bit nore about. The Indian boy that
t he Sharps adopted .

Chi ney?

Yes. Tell me whatever happened to him and what kind of a
person he was, and so on.

Al right, I'"Il tell you a little about him Wen | was a
boy, there were still Indians here. Chiney stayed and
worked around with the ranchers and worked for G andpa
Sharp and anybody he coul d. He married a squaw and |eft
the whites and went with the Indians. After he grew up he
left the Sharps, but they still remained great friends all
their lives. If we went to Vegas . . . the road used to go
down by the Mdapa |ndian Reservation. So when ny nother,
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Uncl e Lawence or Aunt Jewel or any of the fol ks [went down
there], they'd look up Chiney and his famly. In fact, |
was a little boy when we swung around there once and saw
t hem

D d he have children then?

Yes - we have a picture with his famly.

What finally happened to Johnny Mirphy?

He went to Elko and married the Ella Sharp from up there
and they had sone children. He's buried in El ko.
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CHAPTER FI VE

What happened to your nother's sister Jewel ?

She stayed here nost all her life. She and Mt her divided
what was |eft of Joe Sharp's ranch

Lawence didn't get it?

No, he got that piece down [at Alanb]. He had a big ranch
down there and the 2 girls divided this place. She didn't
live too awfully long right on the ranch. She married, was
di vorced and her second husband owned Ash Springs, so she
was at Ash Springs for a long tine, until they went to Las
Vegas. She died in Las Vegas and is buried in Richardville
cenetery.

What was her married nanme?

D mm ck. Her daughter was the girl we told you had cancer,
and who put all this book together for 10 years. She was
ny first cousin.

| see, what was her nane?

Cer al di ne Anhder Wadswort h.

She had to look up all this information.

Here's sonething we haven't nentioned. l'd like to bring
out the fact of the cancer in this valley. I know darn
well it's fromthe fallout that used to cone over. They

didn't even tell us to stay out of the weather. They would
actually wash cars as they went through here, tinme after
time, and yet they wouldn't even tell us to stay out of the
damm t hi ng.

Yes, they never told us anything about [the danger]. W'd
go stand out there and watch that it.

You nmean, they woul d wash your cars?

No, no one would wash ours - this was for anybody going
t hr ough. They would stop the cars down there and wash
t hem

The AEC [ Atom ¢ Energy Conmm ssion] would do that?

Yes.

If they were | eaving the valley, they'd wash them

But they wouldn't tell you to stay out of it?

Ri ght .

If they would have told us to even stay in while one was
goi ng over.

CGood | ord.

And the clouds would conme right over us, we could see them
you know. Al the kids would get out and watch them

W went out and watched them too, we filnmed them

[ chuckl es]

There's one street down in A anb where every house has had
from1l to 3 people who lived on that street at one tine die
from cancer. There's [ny cousin] GCeral dine, Kent Wi pple,
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Kate Evelyn Wight - all young people. It's all up and
down the valley, but that one street is exceptionally bad.
Wre they young peopl e?

Yes, they died young.

Does it tend to be any kind of cancer?

Just about any ki nd.

Tell nme about seeing the clouds.

Vel |, they cane right over through here fromthe west. It
was a dirty red-l1ooking cloud. You' d see the bonb. They
wait - even right now, when they shoot them off out here -
they wait for 2 weeks if they have to, so the wind doesn't
blow to Las Vegas and California.

But one tine one went straight north. Fay Stewart was at
Irish Mountain at that time, working at Tinpahute. One of
t hose clouds went right over there. He had one of the nost
beautiful daughters you ever saw in all your life. At age
21, she got nmarried and had, | think, 1 or 2 kids, then she
died of leukema, He died a few years later, but he had
| ung cancer.

That [cloud of fallout] went on up over Mnnie Sharp - the
not her of the boys you talked to in Tonopah. She lost al
her hair - she never had a drop of hair after that went
over. And the Bordoli famly - it killed the little boy
and his dog. The lady was in the house, and so she
survived. But it killed everything else around there. It
even dropped on the cattle - they had big old blotches on
t hem

Yes. Dan [Stewart] told nme that his cows had big burns on
them and that about 10 percent got cancer of the eye.

Yes, right. And of course both ny parents died of cancer
when they were old. But |I'm tal king about young people.
Kay Wight's wife died of cancer. You can go up and down

the whole valley . . RM Has anybody ever done a study of the
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cancer deaths here?
| don't think so, not in this valley. They have in St.
Ceorge, because they have noney and a | ot of tal king power.
There are nore peopl e there.
But this is the closest place there was, you know.
W're about only 35 mles straight through from G ound
Zero. The cloud just came right over this way.
You coul d see the cloud cone up and then cone this way?
Oh, yes, we could see it. It would gradually drift
It would be a big old mnmushroom thing - then it would
finally dissipate and conme right over us. W never thought
anything of it, you know.
It was a big, old, dark-Iooking, reddish-black cloud. You
could tell it, you know.
D d you see dust falling on your car?
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Not really.

But you coul d see the cloud, huh?

Ch, yes. It was a funny |looking cloud, a funny color. It
was between a gray and a bl ack.

How big was it?

Usually, by the tine it came over us, it had spread out a
little. Mot her Nature had kind of spread it out in maybe
just a trail, then maybe it would get bigger as it cane
along. It depended on the upper w nds, you couldn't say it
was any one thing.

Dd you ever notice any burns or any unusual effects on
your body or your famly's?

Cosh, yes. One day | was running a Caterpillar, and at
ni ght when | cane up, ny neck was burnt bl ack.

It was fiery red.

And all the skin cane off on ny neck

Where were you running the dozer?

Just right here in the valley.

It killed Cornell Stewart, Dan's brother.

What did he die of?

Leukema. He really got burned bad, too.

Wll, [the governnent] sent him out there where the
Stewarts' cattle were and told himthey had to get them out
of there. [ The governnent] wouldn't go out and ness

around, they had himgo out there and nove his cattle.

They never even gave him protective cover or anything el se.
Dd they ever cone in here and tell you . . . ?

Ch, they tested.

W wore badges all the tine. They won't tell us anything.
"1l tell you a little story:

W were putting up hay. Well, they tested your badge once a
week, or sonething like that. They saw Mther's badge and
holy Toledo, it went right out of sight. And they said
"Wl l, you' ve been out on the Test Site, haven't you"?

And Mother said, "Wll, no, | haven't been on the Test

Site."
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She' d been right there, cooking in the kitchen.

So they took that badge away and gi ve her anot her.

And that's all they did.

That's all they did?

Yes, that's all they did.

Good | ord.

They'd never admt to anything. You can take them and show
themthe cattle right here .

Sonme of our cattle's eyes are . . .

: they say, "Wll, they're just off of the Test Site,"
out in that other area. But they hadn't conme up fromthat
area, they' d been right here in the valley.
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The cows thenselves were all right, but their bags - you
know how t he teats hang down . ?

The udder? Yes?

They would hit the brush, and then their bags would get
brown, and hard. The calves couldn't suck and they would
di e.

No kidding. Fromthe radiation on the brush.

Sure. It's just big burns on the cow s teats.

(n!

It's terrible . . .

You show themthat kind of stuff now .

No response fromthemat all ?

No, they won't admt to anyt hing.

| showed them our horses - we had sonme horses here that had
never left the ranch - they were brood nares. | showed
them white spots that were all over their backs and they
said, "Ch, no way. You had to have had these horses out on
the Test Site."

I's that right.

Vel l, you lying so-and-so. So we didn't even ness wth
t hem

They just stonewal | ed you.

Yes.

D d this happen over a period of years?

Yes, a lot of years. Vell, we aren't talking about the
valley [history] now [laughter]

Vell, | think this is an inportant part of the valley's
hi story. |"ve heard stories like this from other people,

too. W were exposed to it up in Reveille Valley.

Ch, hey - you know you were.

We'd get up and watch the tests.

| was tal king about the Sharps, who are just over there
and what happened to them

| don't think we got the cloud that the Sharps got.

That was probably the worst one.

One tine we saw a cloud cone up the Kaw ch Range. At that
time there were uranium hunters all over, and their geiger
counters were showing - "Hey, man, this whole area's
uranium" [laughter] Their scintillators were going crazy
up there, [laughter] and it was fallout on the brush.
[laughs] Absolutely. Yes, they were all pretty near rich.
And all it was, was fallout.

They t hought they had it nade out there.

They hunted here north of Hko - | can show you where they
put up a whole bunch of clains - and it was just fallout.
And we wore those badges, we thought they were a joke -
they didn't explain anything to us. VW kept them hangi ng
on our beds.
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They still check sonme of our kids for thyroid. They don't
check us, but they do sone of our Kkids.

Yes. They tested them and they spot test them every so
often. They want to know how t hey're doi ng.

How woul d you describe your relations with the AEC then and
now?

W've had so many dealings wth so nany governnent
agencies, that the people in this valley are very - | don't
quite know how to say this - but they don't trust them
let's just put it mldly - they don't trust them

Vell, they don't tell you anything.

They've |ied and cheated us so nmuch. Let's go way back to
the Test Site. They told the Stewart boys and |[others],
"Hey, we're going to only have this just 10, 15 years, and

then we're going to give it back to you.”" Now they just
keep tal king nore, you know. Sheep Mountain was the sane
way.

Yes, they just keep fencing off nore and nore.

And even the Bureau of Land Managenent has been a terrible
di sappoi ntnent to us.

How has the BLM di sappoi nted you?

To start with, the BLM was a good thing. They hel ped us
make reservoirs and they helped divide the range up -
[they'd tell you] how many years you ran here and here, and
all that, which was a good deal. They actually hel ped us
fence - we did the work, but they would furnish the
material. And they actually planted things in spots. But
in the last 20 years or so, they've just forgotten what the
whol e program was about .

And they won't et you do anything.

Yes. Say we had a spring on that nmountain and we decided
it would be better if we were to stretch a pipe down here.
Vell, it would just be inpossible.

You couldn't do it. They'd just absolutely refuse.

W've dealt with a ot of different agencies throughout the

years. |It's been a pretty sad deal from beginning to end.
W got so disgusted once, we bought a ranch in Idaho.
[ chuckl es]

Yes, were going to just get off BLM [land]. And now this
last thing with dark County and the water - that's going
to be the living end.

Ch, lord - isn't that sonething.

But as | say, ny folks are lying right up here, so we're
going to give it our best shot.

| don't think they're going to pull that one off.

Ch, yes they are.

| think they will.

D d you hear the news |ast night?
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JH  They passed another |aw that said that :

EH.  They could take the ranch and farmng water for culinary
wat er .

RM | think  what you're going to see is a large
environmental i st uprising against it.

JH That's the only chance we've got, because all the power is
in dark County. The begi nning of the end was when that
Warren Court came out and said it had to be one vote, one
man. Qur founding fathers knew [better]. They set up the
Senate and our House, so that the big couldn't conpletely
eat up the little. But when they cane out and said that

there used to be 17 senators in Nevada, and now it's .

RM That's right, dark County just totally dom nates the whole
state. And it's getting worse.

EH On, it will get worse.

JH And the thing of it is, people like us don't have any
rights anynore. And that's sad, you know. If fought a
damm war - spent about 3 of the best years of ny life
fighting a war for that - and then I come home and as | get
to be an old man, they cone in and tell ne |I've got to nove
off. After they passed this law, they can tell nme |I've got
to nove off now - tonorrow whenever they want. It's
pretty sad.

EH It's not fair.

RM Especially for Vegas. W live in Vegas now and it's unfit
to live in.

JH Yes. Really, all they're doing is causing nore problens.
| talk to so many peopl e out

of Las Vegas, and they tell nme just what you said: Leave it as

it was,
it's
bad
enough
as it
isS.

EH  Yes, they should slow dowmn the growth till they can catch
up.

JH To bring another 2 or 3 mllion . . . . lordy, it just
creates nore probl ens.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

RM |Is there anything else that you recall your nother talking

about - as a young woman growng up in the valley at that

tinme?

JH Well, mainly the all-night dances. And when they were at
Del amar, | renenber she said they had a roller-skating rink
t here. And they had a nice dance floor. In fact, they
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moved it down here to Alanb, and it had a real good
hardware fl oor. It's still in the LDS chapel, they redid
it 2 or 3tinmes, but that floor's still the original floor
from Del anar .

That' s amazi ng.

She said she went to school - what little bit they had -
and sonme of the teachers stayed right in their house.

What was their evening entertai nment?

They read lots of books. One of the things they always
gave each other for Christmas would be a book. Then during
the year they would exchange their books. The Richards
sang and played nmusic at night, so when Mther lived with
them there was lots of nmusic. But not everybody did that.
And then there were the picnics - they all did lots of
picnics in this country. Ash Springs has always been a
wonderful place for young people, and in that day and age,
the people who lived in Alamo would go up early in the
nmorning and take a lunch and whatnot, they would spend al
day there, then cone late in the evening. That was a
common thing to do in the sunmer.

O course they helped to ride in the fall and the spring,
when the cowboyi ng was needed. And they'd help farm- they
would run the buck rakes and the derrick horse and pitch
the hay and all that kind of stuff.

And t hey made sorghum from sugar cane.

Ch - they rai sed sugar cane?

Yes. The only tine | ever saw themnmake it, they put it in
a barrel with a fire under it, and they had an old horse to
turn it (if you don't turnit, it burns). They had a thing

fixed up in the barrel like a churn, and this old horse
went around and around, day after day (at night they'd
change and put another horse on), till it turned into
sor ghum

Is that right. And that's nol asses?

That's nol asses, yes. They were still doing that a little

when | was a kid.

And they' d put their pork and things, which they nostly had
in the winter, on the north side of the house. They didn't
have refrigerators, you know. The only way you could coo
things was by digging a well. Anything you want, you' d put
down in the water - like to try to keep your mlk from
souring before night. You' d let it dowm with a w ndl ass.
How deep is it to water here?

Vell, we have a heck of a good well here, and it's only
about 38.5 - 40 feet.

It's good water.

|f Vegas took the water, that would be the first to go -
water |ike ours.
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Does your water here cone from that deep carboniferous
aqui fer?

Vel |, vyes. This good water does. They think somnething
forces it up. But there's other water that's horrible.

It's bad.

Oh, it's bad. It's got everything init.

Is it well water?

Yes. You can't use it to wash with or drink or anything.
It's so harsh?

Vell, it's yellow - full of iron.

This whole valley used to be a river, way back when. | bet
it's been [chuckles] a while. The old Indians told sone
stories about getting on a canoe and going to see their
brothers way up Wiite Rver. You can go up and see |ndian
witings all along where they lived, where there's no water
now. So | think this was a |ow spot, because of the
narrows down here, and there was probably a lake. As tine
went by, it was filled up. And now when they did way down,
all they get is this old swanp. Actual ly, that's what
you're getting, because it |ooks bad - it's bl ack.

The lady living right up here (she's noved to Vegas now)
had water that stunk

Ch, some of it actually stinks.

It has a terrible swanpy snell. You couldn't drink it for
anyt hi ng. She couldn't even use it to shower wth. She
got dirtier showering with it . . . she'd have to go

somepl ace to shower.
How di d your nother and father neet?
He noved here as about a 10-year-old boy, and when he was

still just a boy he went to work for Gandpa Sharp. So
they were well-acquainted. Now, this is another story you
haven't heard [chuckles], if you're looking for famly
history. | could go into a ot of stuff.

Geat - that's what we're here for. [laughter]

This goes back to polygany. M father knew a girl that he
quite had a case on, one of the Pace girls who had lived in
Del amar. They kind of grew up together - they had dances,
and all that kind of thing, with the 2 villages mxing, and
they kind of knew each other from southern Wah. She went
back to St. George and he stayed here and worked for
G andpa Sharp and they wee going to be nmarried. So he got
his wedding stake (I didn't know this till he was an old
man - he didn't nention it) and he went over to get
married, and a while before, they had nmarried her off to a
bi shop or sonet hi ng.

So he cane back and nmarried a girl here - she was a |ot
older than he, and she was a strange one. She was a
hypochondriac. So they didn't stay together too |ong.
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Vel |, |long enough to have children.

Yes, they had 4 children. They noved into Arizona, and
then he left her. He got a job at a big cattle ranch down
there and just kept on going. He got divorced and noved
back to Nevada. He farmed down at Overton for a year or
two - raised cantal oupes - then he noved back and went to
work for Gandpa Sharp for the second or third tine. (He
was even working for hima while when he was nmarried to his
first wwfe.) And ny nother was nmarried to another man for
a short period of tine. But when ny father went to work
for Gandpa Sharp again, after all those years, they got
marri ed.

So he was not a real young man when they narried?

No. | think he nust've been darn near 40 when | was born.
Are you the ol dest?

No, Edwi n's ol der.

And they got married here in the valley?

Yes. And then went to Caliente and had a dairy for a short
tinme.

And he noved into this hone.

Yes, when it was [on the other side of the valley].

Where was your grandfather, Joe Sharp?

He died when | was a baby - Mther and Dad had been narried
about 4 or 5 years.

They had a dairy over in Caliente.

Yes, Dad and Lawence (the son) and Gandpa Sharp had
started a dairy. Gandpa was raising the hay over here on
this ranch, and they'd bring it to Caliente, where they had
a dairy. Caliente was a pretty good-sized railroad town.
And Grandpa Sharp got sick - finally he got so bad that
Lawence and Dad had to cone back, and they brought the
cows wth them G andpa Sharp died, and then the
Depression hit and we wound up with all these mlk cows,
and that's how we survived - we shipped cream up to Nel son
Ricks Greanery in Qgden. ( | did mlking, even as a little
boy.)

So your father noved into the household with your nother
and her father?

For a short tine, yes. But actually we were nostly in
Cal i ent e.

And your nother and father had 3 children? Wy don't you
give their names and the years they were born?

0@ M/ oldest [sibling is ny] half-sister, Barbara
Stowel!l. She's a lot older than | am

|s she still in the area?

She's still alive, she's in Reno. She didn't ever like it
her e.

Dd she grow up with your father?
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Ch, yes. M father raised her.
She went to Lincoln County H gh School [in Panaca].

When she grew up there still wasn't a high school here -
they had to go to Lincoln. Anyway, ny dad narried ny
not her and they had 3 kids. Edwn is the oldest - he was
born in 1923. He lives on the big Burns ranch just
straight west of Ash Springs. |It's the old ranch that the
Ri chards took up. It's all still much like it was, they

haven't done nmuch with it.

And then, you're the second child.

|'m the second child - | was born in '25. And | have a

sister who did live here for a long tine. She married a

Wadsworth, and they live in Reno. They have a nice hone

t here. He runs one of the big construction outfits up

t here.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

You nentioned that Tinpahute opened during Wrld War [1?

Yes, they were getting tungsten. | went to high school

with sone kids [of famlies] that worked out in Tinpahute.
| also went to school with the Sheehan boys fromthe G oom

M ne.

Were they the owners of the G oom M ne?

Yes. And the air force bonbed them out of there. (They

swear up and down the air force did it on purpose.) They

had a nice little mll there and all, and they swear up and

down that the air force bonbed them out on purpose while

they were in eating dinner.

Is that right - so in effect that nade it useless for them

Ri ght . You see, their mne sat right up where they could

see everything. They had to go, that was all.
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CHAPTER SI X

Where was Ti npahute shipping their ore before Wrld War 117

They always shipped it on trucks to the train at Caliente.
From there they shipped it to Oem It's used to nake

tensile steel.

Ch, so it went up to the Salt Lake area.

Yes, and they just dunped it into the steel to strengthen

it.

And they were doing that back then.

Yes - before Wrld War 1I1.

Was it a big operation before Wrld War [17?

Pretty good-sized, you bet. It's opened 3 tinmes in our

lifetime, that they've actually had mlls and things Iike

t hat .

What was the first tine?

That was the first tine.

About what year was that?

Ch, there were guys working . . . Ev, do you renenber old
D ck Wt zel and those guys?

Yes.

They all worked out there when | wa in high school. Sone

of the guys who worked out there used to cone into the high
school dances.

And they lived there, didn't they?

Yes, they nmade a canp out there. The first canp was out in
the flat, not up by the mne. | went in the service in
1943, and | graduated '43, so it had to be 1940 or ' 39.

Is there water at the mne or in the vicinity?

As they went back in the mne they found water. [At first]
they got a big well down in the flat and punped it wup
there. The second and third time it opened up they had the
wat er punped up that they [found in the mne and they built
their town up there].

How I ong did the mne operate the first tine?

Ch, it closed out right after the war - probably 5 or 6
years, sonething |ike that. And the next time, it only
opened for a year or two.

Was that in the '50s?

Pr obabl y.

My dad worked there in the '50s.

For heck's sake.

It had to be in the '50s, then.

| think it was probably around '54 or -5.

You didn't go to school here, then

No, we were mning out at Reveille Valley.

In Reveille Valley? Then you know the Sharps in that
country.
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| don't know the Sharps well.

Fal i ni s?
Yes, | know the Fallinis pretty well - Helen and Joe, and
all of them yes. |In fact, | interviewed Helen for the Nye

County Town H story Project. But ny dad got snowed out or
sonething one winter at Reveille Valley, and he had to get
a job, so he went to work at Ti npahute.

"1l be darned. 1've thought of a story about G oom Lake -
this is kind of interesting. There were sonme mners and
their famlies working at G oom Lake and they called these
peopl e the Purdyman party. They had a mne on the other
side of the valley. In that day and age, there weren't
Caterpillars and all these things |ike we have now, and the
snow got so deep, they ran out of food and everything
They could see a light across the valley so they decided
t hey woul d cross G-oom Lake and go over there.

Vell, they got right out in the mddle, in one of those big
ol d Dodges or sone blasted thing about this high, and they
ran out of gas or it quit or sonething. One of the guys
said, "well, I'lIl go on and I'lIl get sone help." Vel |
they found him dead, by a tree. He didn't nake it. But
the other guys made a light and the guys from G oom M ne
cane down and got them

They stayed there. In fact, the story is that one of the
wonren who was working there cooking or sonething narried
one of the old boys fromon the hill there, and they |ived

happily ever after.

But the county sent 3 |ocal boys out to pick up the one guy
who didn't nake it. They had an old Mdel -A truck, and you
know how they didn't have nuch wi ndow - the w ndow was out
of the back. |In order to keep warm they managed to take a
ot of whiskey wth them [ chuckl es] So they were
slightly inebriated. As | said, the guy died by a tree
sitting up like this. They got him and roped him on the
back of the old Mdel-A truck - it didn't have any racks or
anything, they just put a rope around him and he was al
laid out. Those guys got to comng hone, and one of them
happened to glance back - and here he was, |ooking right
t hrough t he w ndow.

Sitting right up

Onh! [l aughter]

O course, they were going slow, and they just - whoosh!
Junped out of the truck? [l aughs]

It just scared themto death. [l aughs]

That is funny! [laughs] Then Tinpahute operated for a
couple of years in the '50s?

Yes, it didn't operate too |ong.

And | think Wah Chang had it at that tinmne.
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You're right.

Then the third time was Union Carbi de?
Yes - they're a big outfit, you know
When did they operate it?

Ch, boy. Wat - it operated 8 or 10 years ago, Ev? It's
still out there.
They still have guys out there watching it.

It's been dead for 4 or 5 years.

They put, what, $7 mllion into that mll.

Now, tell ne some nore about your father growing up in the
Pahranagat Vall ey.

Vell, he didn't get too awfully nmuch schooling. | think he
finally went, a little bit, to the eighth grade, and then
he went to punching cows. He told a story about the GCeer
ranch. They kept about 100 head of saddle horses - they
had that many cattle. And they had about 50 head of work
horses, so they had about 150 head of horses. Now, that's
a big outfit. M dad and Billy Lanb went to work for them
when they were boys. They went up and they said, "W want
to ride your rough string."

Now, the rough stringis . . . ?

It's the string of unbroken horses. Nowadays we break them
younger, but then they let themget to be 3 or 4 or 5 years
old and they would have to actually break them They would
ride them 8 or 10 tines, then turn them over to the
cowboys. So the rough string is getting them so that sone
of the cowboys could ride them

Dad was only 13 or 14 years old - he hadn't been in this
valley too |ong. He and Billy Lanb were about the sane
age. They grew up together, they were the best old friends
in the world. (Billy Lanb is Floyd Lanb's father.) They
told this old man they wanted to ride the rough string
and, "Yeah," he said, "Wll, 1'll give you a try. If you
want to, try it."

So they went out to get the horses - he was going to show
them which ones to break. Billy Lanb got right in the
mddle of a creek, and this old mare put her head down to
drink, and for sone reason she got spooked, and she bucked
Billy off, right square in the creek.

So the old man said, "Wll, boys, there's no use of
[ aughs]
My dad said, "Ch, no, we can do better than this." And

they did, they broke a whole ness of horses just as boys.

Then they headed north with the cowboys. They went with
them and they told about riding the old Coal Valley, on
into Garden Valley. He owned Coal Valley and Garden Vall ey
and all the north. They were gone for 2-1/2 nonths or
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sonmething - just 2 buckboards and bed rolls, and that was
it.

Joe's dad | oved horse racing.

D d they have a | ot of horse racing?

Ch, always. Wen they had a celebration here, they always

raced horses. Wen the Indians were here, they used to
even race them Then they raced against each other. WII
Stewart loved it. Dell Stewart and those guys always had
hor ses.

They still do.

They still have them dd Dell and all of themraised the

best quarter-horses and race horses in the country, they
spend a | ot of nmoney on them

D d they bet on horse races, or howdid they . . . ?

Vell, no, the Mornons didn't bet on them they wagered

[ | aught er]

Your dad rode relays, or sonmething, didn't he? That's
i nteresting.

Vell, yes, that's sonmething you m ght know about ny dad -
he was quite an athlete. You' ve seen in the western novies
how they junp on a horse - they grab hold of the mane and
get one foot on up?

Ch, vyes.

He was an expert at that. K they used to have what they
called a relay race. There were several different kinds -
in one you started, and then you ran down and threw the
saddl e on and cane back. M nother said that nobody ever
beat ny dad.

Anot her kind was where you had, say, 4 or 5 horses, and you
went out around a great big track - maybe 4 or 5 mles in
all - and you would have different guys with different
horses. One of the guys [who held a horse for ny dad] was
a big old Indian, a big old guy, and ny grandpa H gbee was
al ways one of them - he was a big nman. They'd just grab
that old horse, and ny dad would just hit, and he'd just
hit again on the other horse and he was gone, and nobody
could ever beat him He was a good athlete - he really
was.

How | ong were the horse races?

Oh, it wasn't like the nodern-day tracks they have now.
They would just kind of level off a little spot and say,
"from here to here." They were probably half a mle, and
sone of them maybe even a m|e.

Dd they ride with saddl es and everyt hi ng?

They had regular jockey saddl es. O wth those relays,
that was a regular saddle. And if they were just racing
saddl e horses, they would use the regular saddle. But when
they got serious, which they did sonetinmes, they got
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awfully serious - that's where the fights and so on
started.

They woul d have fights?

[ chuckl es] Onh, yes. You know how horse racing is - nobody

ever | oses. There's always an excuse for every race -
sonebody cheated . . . And they used to cheat.

[ chuckl es]

How woul d you cheat in a horse race?

There are nmany ways. |"ve heard ny dad tell of it.

[chuckles] To start with, say your horse was better than
m ne, but he was nervous. M dad or one of them would cone
up to the Iline. (Renenber, they didn't have starting
gates.) They would cone up in the line too quick, or way
too far back. So the nervous horse would go down the track
and they couldn't stop him So they called it a false
start. You had to wait until both of you got to the line
at the sane tine. So [chuckl es] they would jockey around
for about 30 mnutes or so, and by that tine the nervous
one had probably lost half its gas, and then he would just
ride, and away they'd go. [I|aughs]

What ' s anot her way?

Vel | [chuckles], ny dad and D ck H gbee were the 2 jockeys.
There were a lot of different ways they would do it. A
lot of things were on the start, or there were severa
things they used to do if they got an even start. They
still doit, |I guess - ride along with the whip and hit the
ot her horse over the eyes, or do things |like that.

So it was serious business for them wasn't it?

Ch, yes.

Li ke a basketbal|l gane. [chuckl es]

They'd get in a big fight half the tine.

Were there always a |l ot of races?

Yes, there were a lot of races. Heck, they'd run all the
little old cow ponies and they'd have kids' ponies .

They'd run all day | ong.

In fact [chuckles] | renenber ny brother had a real good
hor se. He used to rope on him and nobody would outrun
hi m One tine when we were all young guys, the Stewarts
brought some of their best horses from Las Vegas to the
locals. But old Paul Stewart had stayed here, he never did
nove to Vegas. He said, "Edwin, can | run that old horse

you' ve been ropi ng on?"

And Edwin said, "Well, | don't care." (They'd had a rodeo
before the races, you know.) "Wll, sure, go ahead, Paul."

Paul was an avid racer and he never did | ose. So they
started, and 1'lIl be dammed if this old rope horse of

Edwin's didn't beat this high-powered horse of Stewart's.
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[laughs] dd Paul got on and beat his own nephews. (Paul
was a brother to WII.)

Ddthe little guys always ride?

Ch, vyes. Grandpa H gbee couldn't ride, that's why he
al wvays made ny dad and Dick H gbee ride - they were snall.
"Il have to tell you one about Gandpa H gbee. Hs
brother Dick was a little guy. D ck was a westler - like
Dad, he was an athlete, and real quick. They were at the
mning town of Silver Reef and there was a bunch of mners
around there in the evening, and one guy kept a-bragging.
He said, "I can whip anybody in town. | can whi p anybody
in the mne."

He just kept it up, and finally this little guy, old D ck,
wal ked up and said, "I don't think you can." So the mners
all got a big purse, because they knew D ck, they knew he
could fight. There was a heck of a bet going on, and they
started off, and Dick just pretty near killed the guy.

So the guy got nad. They had tents, and he ran in the
tent, and he said he was going to kill him "lI'mgoing to
get ny rifle and kill you so-and-so." Dick said he didn't
know what in the hell he was going to do. He just hated to
run, but he didn't have a gun or anything. So [ chuckl es]
| ke, his brother, the big one, (lI've got a son who's built
just like him stood right in the tent. And as that guy
cane out, lke hit himright square in his jaw.

[ aughs]

[ aughs] O course, down he went. Then | ke beat him up
pretty good and he ran himout of the canp.

That's a good story. Were is Silver Reef?

It's just north of St. CGeorge about 10, 12, 15 mles - it's
only about a mle off the road - just west of Toquerville
about 10, 12, 15 mles.

Do you renenber any other things about your father grow ng
up in the valley that he would tal k about ?

Vell, he grew up just about like we did. W hunted - there
was lots and lots of gane here. Before, there was no deer
- the Indians had all the deer killed off. There were 1 or
2 or 3 on Irish Muntain and that was all. The deer al
cane back when they started killing off the cougars. Now
the environnentalists are protecting the cougars again, so
there's a lot |ess deer. But when | was little, and when
nmy folks canme to this country, there were nountain sheep
but there weren't any deer.

Are there nountain sheep now?

Yes.

Were there a ot of nountain sheep?

Yes, there were a ot of them
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|'ve read that the Indians in southern Nevada did a |ot of
hunting of nountain sheep but it's hard for ne to inagine

there would be a |l ot of nountain sheep, |'ve never seen one
inthe wld.

They planted a bunch up here in the valley.

Yes. | saw sone just a while back right out here. Ve
owned that range down here on Sheep Muntain. Ev and |

have novi es of them

Yes, that we took over at Sheep Muntain.

Now, Sheep Mountain was acquired by the Sharp side of the
famly, wasn't it?

Yes. Vell, all the range - the H gbees didn't acquire
[ rangel and] .

Your nother grew up here in the valley, too, didn't she?
Yes.

What do you recall . . . ?

Mther was a real hand with a horse. Her dad was in
cattle, and he always kept them in the best horses, and
Lawence, his son, had the first old Mddel-T, and . . . as

| say, he had a little noney. M/ not her had | ong reddish

hair - she was a beautiful woman. Her first husband died

when he got hit by I|ightning.

What was his nane?

CGeorge Stowell. They'd only been married a year and a hal f

- they had the one child, Barbara. And then after 6 or 8

years she married ny dad.

Where was he when he got hit by Iightning?

Qut on the north end of Irish Muntain, in the cedar trees.
But anyway, she helped themw th the cattle. She wouldn't

hel p them brand, but she'd help themride. She was a good

horseman, ny nother was a good rider. You see, although

they tried to put the schools where the kids were (they

noved them a lot) the kids had to go on horseback. Those

girls and boys got to be horsenen, they could ride. They'd

tie their horses up and go to school.

Mot her actually went to school up here at Richardville,

where the R chards had a school. They didn't have one

right here, so she went up and lived with her grandnother
Richard and went to school up there, in the school house

that they noved over from Delamar. So she actually stayed

with themin the winter.

When she got to the eighth grade they sent her, | think for

2 years, to school in Los Angeles. After the eighth grade,

there wasn't any school here.

Wher eabouts in L. A did she go to school ?

| don't know. Some girls' school.

That nust' ve been expensive

You bet it was.
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Yes, | imagine it probably was. So she had nore schooling
than practically all the girls and boys in this country.

How tal |l was your nother?

Ch - she was about your height, wasn't she, Ev?

Five foot five.

She was a wonderful person.

What did she do after her first husband was kill ed?

She stayed with her nother and father. She lived across
the valley, in this hone. This was Joe Sharp's second
hone. The first one, before he got married, wasn't nuch
but as he got a little noney, he nade this hone.

| see. So your nother was raised in this house. That mnust
be kind of nice, to live in the house where . . .

| was born in this house. Al of her children were born
her e.

Was she born here?

No, Mother was born in Pioche.

How many acres was Joe Sharp farm ng?

Ch - boy. He owned fromthat lane in front of the Pearson
place, all but just little spots. What - 600 acres - 800
acres?

Yes, 800, 1000 . :

That was a lot. Was nost of it pasture?

Yes. Although he had sone alfalfa. | remenber ny nother
said she used to run the old buck rake and hel p put up hay
just like the boys did where she grew up.

How much alfalfa do you think he was farm ng?

Ch, probably a couple of hundred acres.

And how many cuttings do they get here?

Thr ee.

And they just get one cutting of the wild hay, don't they?
Yes, usually. You can get one and a fair one, but nostly
it's just one cutting of the grass hay. That's mainly what
t hey put up, grass hay.

Is the grass hay better hay?

h, no. It isn't nearly as good as the alfalfa hay. I
think good alfalfa is 12 or 14 percent protein, and this
grass hay is crowding it to get 5 and 6.

It fills their tummes, is all. [chuckles]

They still use it a lot, though. You winter cattle on it,
but they don't get fat.

Wiy didn't they put in nore alfalfa?

Water. Now we have cenent ditches and all that, so you can
take care of [the water situation]. But in those days they
had those old ditches and the water cane down through the
dirt and sand, and the water just disappears in the sand,
and with the heat, so by August or Septenber
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Your grandfather Sharp nust've had the biggest place in the
val | ey.

Ch, no. The Ceer place was bigger and the R chard place up
here by Ash Springs - the one that Fish and Gane owns down
at the lower end of the valley - was bigger.

How many acres woul d you say the Ceer place was?

Cnh, 800 or 900 acres.

W said Joe Sharp's was between 800 and 1000.

Vell, maybe it was about that size, then. |It's cut up now
where it's hard for nme to envision it. Because as | said,
as his sisters got married . . . sonetinmes he'd al nost give
them | and, to keep them around. And as the grandkids cane
along, and his kids, we divided it [further]. Now it's
split up to where we've only got about 120 acres.
Oiginally, he had a ot of |and.

"Il say he had a |lot of |and.

So he was growing mainly alfalfa, and running cattle, and
he had vast ranges out there, and then they probably always
had a garden, didn't they?

Ch, a big garden. And he had a great huge orchard.
Everybody who was here a long tine (of the white fol ks) had
a great big orchard.

D d they have a cellar?

You bet, they had cellars in these hills. | may have told
you about where the Indians died - they would just go right
back to the hills . . . it wuld stay at the sane
tenmperature the year round - it wouldn't get any col der and
freeze. It was cool enough to put their apples, their
potatoes, their <carrots, their cabbage, anything they'd
store.

Basically, did they grow the whol e range of vegetabl es?
Absol utely, yes

|s there anything that won't grow here - that they tried?
No.

D d they grow grapes?

They didn't grow for us. [chuckles] W're not garden
peopl e.
No, but this is great country for grapes. It's not Ilike

Toquerville was, where the Mrnons cane from but you can
rai se good grapes here - good fruit.

Dd your grandfather Sharp take up raw ground, or did he
buy it from sonebody?

|'"'mnot real positive. | think he took up a lot of it. He
may have bought little pieces from sonebody else, but he
and Henry, his brother, took up the piece above. Henry
(the guy who lived with Indians) owed a big piece. Henry
was the ol dest, and then Joseph. Henry took the place that

Joe and Evel yn Hi gbee 52



was right next to the R chards' - right there down to this
lane - and Joe had it fromthat lane to this |ane.

Dd any other Sharps of their generation take up land in
t he Pahranagat Valley?

No. George, their brother, went over into Railroad Valley,
but they were the only 2 in this valley. The R chards took
up | and. They even took up little pieces of ground here
and there besides the big place. That was | ater, though.
How many brothers and sisters did your nother have?

She only had one sister and one brother - Jewel and
Law ence.

And what happened to then?

Vell, Lawence wound up with a pretty good-sized ranch
bel ow Al anb, just below the Stewarts. It's a nice, big
ranch.

What happened to Jewel ?
She got half of this ranch. She didn't live on it very
long. Her children still own it.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

|"ve got a story I'd like to tell you about Sprague. You
know that outlaws |ived at Ash Springs when the Sharps and
all of them were here as young narried people. Jack
Sprague was the outlaws' |eader, but there was a whole
bunch with him and for sone reason they each had Jack for
a nane - Jack this or Jack that or Jack . . .
Anyway, [Henry's wfe, OCharlotte Ann] was up there and
Sprague cane up to H ko with his gun and his nmen and he
shot up the town, shot through all their w ndows and things
like that.

They were scared of him and they'd just give him anything
he wanted. He lived off the people in valley.

Charlotte Ann grabbed the kids and ran out the back door.
But one of the little girls got wound up in sone yarn - she
was nmaking a quilt or sonething - so she couldn't get out

t he back. She ran back in and there was an old guy,
probably an old mner, and darned if he didn't grab his
knife and cut this little girl loose, so [once freed],

Charlotte Ann grabbed her and took her. Sprague killed the
old boy who had helped the little girl just a little while
| ater. From the stories |'ve heard of him he was a
horri bl e person.

Ceraldine's history of the Sharp famly says, "The only
time he didn't snarl was when he was talking to hinself."

[ chuckl es]

There were a lot of outlaws in here, weren't there?
Yes.

It was because it was so isolated, wasn't it?
Absolutely. | nean, this was isolation.

Even the guys who were with Sprague hated him Tell Bob
what they did.

Wll, the other outlaws actually got scared of him - he
killed sonme of them They decided they'd have to do away
with him so they got sone poison some way and put it in
his beans. And they got worried that that wasn't going to
do it, or he was going to kill them - maybe he'd feel it
and kill themall - so dammed if they all didn't draw their
guns and kill him They buried himup at H ko.

Yes - he sat by a tree, or sonething, and he was sick, but
they had to hurry, so they just shot him

Is that right. And this would have been in the '70s or
' 80s?

Yes. There was no law in here.

Do you ever recall stories of a famly comng through here
in the 1870s by the nane of Yount? A famly that hel ped
form Pahrunp cane through here - Joseph Yount and his
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famly and his son-in-law, Harsha Wite. And Harsha Wite
stayed on for the winter and taught school in H ko.

Is that right - well, it's a cinch he stayed wth the
Shar ps, then. I"ve been told 100 tines that the teachers
lived with them |'ve got a |ist, soneplace, of all those
old teachers, but | haven't got that nane.

That's really interesting. Then they went on and

establi shed the Manse Ranch in Pahrunp. They were com ng
from Oregon, headed for Tonbstone.

[laughs] Kind of like the Indians did with the Sharps?
Vel |, exactly the sanme thing happened to Yount when he |eft
here. He decided he was going to go to California instead
and he got over to the Amargosa Valley, and he was resting
his horses there, letting them graze, and he had a herd of
cattle wth him The Indians killed his draft horses,
because they knew he couldn't |eave w thout them and then
t hey coul d poach his cows.

[laughs] The sane thing that happened to the Sharps. 1'lI
be dar ned.

Now, you were born right in this house?

Yes - all 3 of us children were born here with Aunt Luna
Brown as attending mdw fe.

Aunt Luna Brown delivered you?

Ri ght, as she did everybody el se.

And how was your father earning a living in those days?

Boy, that was tough. During the Depression he hel ped nake
the railroad that they built before they started work on
Boul der Dam Ed H gbee, Dck's son, and he were old
buddies - friends throughout their whole lives. Ed H gbee
got the contract to make the grade from the railroad at
Vegas out to Boul der Dam before they made the dam M dad
spent a whole year down there, but Ed, in the neantine,
went broke, and Dad didn't get anything for a vyear. He
worked here and he worked there and tried to keep
ever yt hi ng. W pretty near lost this whole ranch for the
| ack of $500 during the Depression.

Is that right. For taxes?

For taxes, yes.

A l ot of people down here did.

VWll, that's when the Stewarts lost . . . they owned al
that ground and they lost all of that during the
Depr essi on.

Is that right - for want of taxes?

Ri ght - want of taxes and sone nortgages to banks.

They | ost the whol e thing.

The old man kept a little bit. They came in and bought it
originally, but then they divided it all up between the
boys and other people, and the only one who wound up with
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[anything was] WIIl Stewart, the one who noved to Vegas.
He's the one who al so bought G andpa Sharp out. They had
the big ranch west of Las Vegas. | think the LDS church
bought it :

Oh, they went down there and they took over the old Stewart
Ranch in Vegas, and then l|ater noved out around Sunrise
Mount ai n.

Ri ght. But WIIl kept his [land here], and Tommy, the old
grandpa - his dad - kept his. The rest - Ray and Sumer
and all the others - lost theirs.

What are your first recollections about growi ng up here on
the farn?

"1l tell you, it was a paradise for young boys, to grow up

in this valley. Just paradise. | hunted ducks, | fished,
| ran these old creeks naked as a jaybird. And when | was
alittle older, |I'd chase nustangs.

D d you chase them on horseback?

Yes. You didn't catch many, but you had a lot of fun

trying. Pretty much, you' d do as you darned well please.
And things were mght slow and | aid back.
As we grew older, we had our own parties and nade our own
fun. As we went into high school . . . by then they'd
gotten the oil road through here. | was about 10 years old
when the oiled road finally cane in here (in 1935 or '36).
So we were a little closer [to things]. There weren't too
many people that went by here [chuckles] in a day's tine -
maybe 4 or 5 cars. But at |least we could get in and out.
W didn't have shows nmuch down here, so we'd go to
Caliente. Al of us would get in the back of a pickup, pay
the mail man for the gas and he woul d take us over there.

He' d al ready been over there and back with the mail, but if
we'd ask him he'd never say no.
He was ki nd-hearted. Hs name was Ml Forenaster. He

woul d take the mail and buy shoes for everybody when they
graduated, and he would buy the thread for the woman's
sew ng.

Everybody up and down the valley gave himan order and they
would pick it up wth the nail

He would take a piece of thread, and he would try to get

the sanme material. He was the greatest, nost kind-hearted
per son.
So he would fill all your orders in Caliente, and then

bring them back. How nmany years did he do this?

Ch, 20 years or so.

When do you suppose he started?

He started when | was a young nan. Karl, his older
brother, had the contract during the Depression. (Karl
Foremaster's kids were a little better off than the rest of

Joe and Evel yn Hi gbee 56



EH:
JH:

EH:

JH:

JH:

7212

EH:
JH:

EH:

us.) But when he got older, Mel took it over and he had it
for 20 years or so.

Ch, yes, easily.

And as we got a little older, we had basketball and we
started going to tournanments. And we had a good band, and

we got to COgden to a band [neeting]. W were very
fortunate, we had one of the finest band |eaders in the
state of Nevada as a teacher - Horace Mad. He was an

artist and a nusician and a very talented person. He went

fromhere to Las Vegas and taught at Vegas H gh for a | ong

time after he left here. He was killed in a car accident.
"1l tell you, we didn't go anywhere nuch when | was

little. | nust've been 5 or 6 years old when I finally got

to go to Vegas, and maybe to Caliente once in a blue noon.
People just didn't go, you know. You didn't have any

nmoney during the Depression, for one thing.

If they did go, they went a-horseback to the neighbors to

play, or sonething like that.

Yes, we rode horses a |ot. W all had horses - but no

saddl es.

And how was your dad earning his |iving?

Dad was here and there and everyplace, and we had all these
mlk cowns. There was a guy who cone and stayed w th us.
During the Depression, when your parents died, sonebody

el se took you in. Well, we took this boy in and he hel ped
ny nmother mlk those darn cows.

How many were you m | ki ng?

About 20 head.

And raising the hay for them

And raising the hay for them They'd turn on the old

separator and [mlk then] and then they would put [the

crean] in the ditch so it wouldn't spoil, and then they'd
put it on the mail and it would go up to Qgden.

The mai |l man woul d take the crean?

Yes, he'd haul it to Caliente.

That was about the only noney we had for a long tine. But

we still raised turkeys, and once in a while, by Christnas
time, maybe you could take a bunch of turkeys over to
Tonopah or sonepl ace. Vegas wasn't nuch and Caliente
wasn't too big either. So they'd go to Tonopah or
sonmepl ace and try to get rid of turkeys, and they nmade sone
nmoney in that way. It didn't take nuch to live. W had

our own chickens, we didn't go hungry like a |ot of people
di d.

You didn't have the power bill to pay or the water bill to
pay or the punp to fix or
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W had our own eggs, we had chickens, we always had neat,
and ny nother raised a big beautiful garden. She was a
hard worker, and ny dad was, too.

They canned all that stuff

In fact, you look at our . . . | guess it rubbed off on Ev
and ne, because we've got a damn cellar down here that's
plunb full of everything.

Is that right? Fromcanned things?

Yes, and bottl ed.

W still bottle 300 or 400 quarts of tomatoes a year.

I's that right.

Yes. | eat that many nyself. [l aught er] Sone of the
things | had to eat during the Depression, like mlk and
all that, | won't eat anynore. But tonatoes, and the
fruit, | still love. The things that | had to eat

Where did you go to school as a boy?

| went to Al ano. As | said, ny brother went here to

Richardville, but I went to A ano. They had a bus that
cane around this old dirt road. You' d sink along there.
It tipped over once on a sharp turn up here. [ The road
was| real crooked. My brother and sister rode horses to
school, but by ny time | rode the bus.

How many kids were in the school ?

| was in one of the biggest classes that ever was for 30
years, and it was about 10 kids. Mst of themhad 4 or 5
to a grade. And they had 2 grades in one room

And it went through how many grades?

Ei ght.

So there were 4 teachers?

Yes. Wien | was older they got kind of a high school here
and then they went to Lincoln [H gh School in Panaca for] 2
years .

Now they have an assistant for every teacher [chuckles],
al nost .

| played lots of basketball, and we had a good basket bal
team In fact, we won a state chanpionship or two. W did
alot of things, there was lots of softball.

Qur kids just won the state chanpionship in A basketball

W beat our rivals over here at Lincoln - [chuckles]
Panaca.

That's great.

W went in for athletics a lot in ny famly - we had 2

famly nmenbers worki ng at coachi ng.

Dd you tend to have the sanme teachers year after year, or
did they conme a year and then go?

The good ones stayed if they wanted to, and the poor ones
didn't last, |I'll guarantee you.
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was all there was to it.

Now we can hardly fire a teacher

| felt that | had a good education. Wen | went in the
service, | took the test right along with a mllion other
boys, and | got to be a flying cadet.

Ch, you were? Wre you a pilot?

| trained to be a pilot, but they did away with the program

before | got finished, | didn't get to be a full-fledged
pi |l ot. But |, and other kids who went [into the service]
from here, did really well. | felt we had as good an
education as anybody. | felt that we had damm good

t eachers. People like the R chards and the others seened
to be interested in education, it was kind of born and bred
in them And the Mrnons, too. They wanted the best
teachers for their <children, and if they didn't cone
t hrough, boy, they didn't ness with them

What were sone of the activities you were in as a boy?

One of the big ones was narbles. The girls played jacks.
But [often] there weren't enough of us to play, so the boys
and the girls would play softball together and all those
t hi ngs.

And in high school, and even before that, they'd have a
potl uck party about every Friday night.

You' d go fromone honme to anot her.

They' d take turns.

You' d bring sone sugar and a little stuff and nake candy
one ni ght, or popcorn, or . .

And when you finished the elghth grade, what did you do?
They had a 4-year high school down here by the tine |
finished eighth grade. That was only finished 2 or 3 years
before | got there.

| don't know when that building was put there - '36?
Sonething |ike that. | was in fourth or fifth grade when
they built it.

And after you got out of high school you had to go right
into the mlitary?

Yes - a little sooner.

D d you get drafted?

Yes, | got drafted. You had to sign up when you were 18,
but they would let you finish your senior year of high
school . Then imediately you got "Geetings from the
President of the United States.” So | went into the arny

air force and took these tests and | did really well. I
studied in the air force for about a year, and when they
did anay with this program (they decided they had enough
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pilots in training) they sent ne to Italy. | was in Italy

2 years.
What were you doing in Italy?
Alittle of everything. | don't know whether you've heard

of the partisans in Yugoslavia - they were the people who

were fighting the Germans. Ad Tito actually had an arny
in Yugoslavia even though the Germans were there, and we
furnished himw th food, ammunition, all kinds of supplies.
Then they had the partisans in north Italy behind the
German |ines. I"ve got a lot of pictures of us dropping
supplies behind the German |ines.

W also had sone big old slownoving planes that actually
took the wounded from the front back to the hospital.
These planes could land right out on a field. ( Nowadays
t hey use helicopters.)

Whereabouts in Italy were you stationed?

Wl |, everyplace. | landed at Naples, and then went up the
coast to Ronme, and then on to Gvitaveccia, Tarquinia,
Sienna . .

W got to go back there in 1986

Yes, we went back and | showed Ev all of our the places

we'd been, visited sone of the towns and just . . . | still
had a really good Italian friend over there and we stayed
with himand took the tour. W went and | ooked at Napl es,
Capri, Blue Gotto .

Were you in for 3 years?

Yes, | cane out in February 1946

And then what did you do?

| went to work for the county for about 6 nonths. Then
they changed politics and | dairied for 2 years. W still
had those old cows. M/ brother Edwin lived right here and
we made a barn and had about a 50- or 60-cow dairy. Then
he got hurt in a damm rodeo - he broke his leg and his
ankl e.

Hs horse fell dowmn and crushed his ankle.

Hs horse fell on him And we had range cattle, besides.

| was doing about 3 things here, and | finally about went
over the blue wall, so we had to get rid of the dairy.

What ki nd of cows were you ml king?

It was all Hol stein. But in the neantine, we were trying

to build up range, | bought quite a lot of range. | own
quite a lot of range now.
Dd your famly still have Sheep Muntai n?

Yes. W soldit, finally, to Floyd Lanb.

Wien did you sell that?

Oh - it's been a long time, probably in the '70s.
Tell me about that nountain.

Joe and Evel yn Hi gbee 60



JH:

That damm valley is different from nost valleys. You know
where the houses used to be?
The only thing I know of Sheep Mountain is comng down from
| ndi an Spri ngs. You |look off to the left there, and I'm
al ways fascinated by it.
Vell, there's a little ranch right at the lower end there -
Corn Creek. You go straight north up that little valley 10
or 20 mles and then you hit a big round valley. Wen it
rains a lot, the water will get all over it, it's just a
big dry | ake. In fact, during World War 11 the airplanes
woul d actually land on it.
Then on the east side of that |ake is Sheep Mountain. And
I"'mtelling you, that's the roughest, meanest nountain in
t he whol e worl d.
Is that right. |Is there pasture on it?
Absolutely not. W ran cattle at Cabin Springs. Shale Cut
was another spring. There was Canel, Cabin, Shale Cut and
Sheep. There's one nore spring - nmaybe it'll cone to ne in
time. There were 4 springs on that west side, but they
have just run down. There's nothing but nountain sheep -
it's nountain sheep country. W used to see them all the
time - they'd cone in to water at the springs. As | said,
we' ve got sone novies of them
Are there a |l ot of nountain sheep up there now?
Yes. O course, this is a gripe of mne, but there are not
as many as there would be if they'd kill the cougars. I
think there'd be sheep going out of our ears in a few
years. But they have to preserve the cougars along wth
everything el se. You know these environnentalists think
that you' ve got to have cougars and you' ve got to have al
t hese things. They swear up and down they only kill the
old and the weak. Well, that's the dammdest lie there ever
was. | can show you big deer with horns that wide... They
do the sanme thing with deer, not just with nountain sheep.
So they' re sucking wind on that.
Ddyou run a lot of cattle up in there?
h, no. During the Depression Gandpa Sharp sold out his
cows, but kept the range. And all we had was the dairy and
a few range cattle that ny dad ran right around here. So
Edwin and | decided after Wrld War |1 that we wanted to
spread out and we started running down there, again. \%%
dad ran a few down there but we decided to get a few nore.
W didn't run many - just about 75.
Then we sold that out and started noving north. W bought
sone range up there and then | bought hi mout.
Wiere did you start buying range?
Wen you go up Wiite R ver above H ko, our cattle are on
both sides of the road now W own the grazing rights from
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the front of that nmountain and we own all of that Wite
River area up to the end of the second narrows - from one
narrows to the end of the second narrows. Then all that
country straight west fromthere, into Coal Valley, and we
own a |lot of Coal Valley.

Ww. How many head are you runni ng now?

Onh [chuckles] that's another story. M one son and | were
at Hko and we finally got disgusted with the BLM They
gave us so nmuch trouble it was running us about . . . That
was before President Reagan, back when the Denocrats were
in. They just about ruined us - they were taking it all
away from us. But when President Reagan got in, he and
Paul Laxalt were buddies, and Laxalt was a sheepherder, so
he turned him around, and Reagan put sone people in there
who could see both sides of the story, anyway. At | east
they weren't going to take us off [the |and].

But in the neantine ny boys and I went to Challis, |daho,
and bought a big ranch. W were running 700 or 800 head of
cattle between the 2 outfits. Wll, all of a sudden they
decided we had to pay 21 percent interest, the price of
cattle dropped fromabout $1 to about 48 cents and gasoline
went from about 80 cents to $1.50.

W didn't lose the Idaho ranch, we sold it. W were up
there about 8 or 10 years. But we still kept this ranch,
so we noved back and ny son and | started all over, we're
bui I di ng back up. W never sold all of our range up here,

and since then, |'ve bought a little nore. It's kind of in
our blood, | guess. That's why we hate to see it go down
t he tubes.
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You were showing ne that Henry Sharp was here in 1865,
according to census data. That is early.

And as | said, Louie Stearns was the first postmaster at
H ko, then Mary Sharp. |If you wanted sone of the others at
H ko, there was Esther Nesbitt, Helen Schofield, Bonnie
Schofield . . . and at Alano, later, Lois Stewart was the
first one, and then WII Thorne, then WMadge Pace, Elva
Sharp and Edwi n Sharp. | told you about the early mail
service of Henry Sharp

The first garage in Lincoln County was Andy Richard' s (son

of G W R chard). He was not only a nusician, he was a
natural nechani c. Hs garage was right down here in
Richardville, just right on the old dirt road. He fixed
the old Mbdel-Ts. In fact, there's a story that one tine a

man who was running for governor had started from Reno and
cone down through CGoldfield and that way, and he and his
group got way out on that desert soneplace - | guess he
tried to cone through here - and he dammed near choked to
death. They finally got in here and old Andy R chard was
the one who went out [and hel ped thenj. The old boy who
was running for governor nmade Andy stay with them and old
Andy was with him during his whole canpaign as he swung
t hroughout the whole state, to keep his car running.
[chuckles] Ad Andy told that story as long as he |ived.

Is that right. D d the candi date w n?

Yes, | think he got to be governor.

That's a good story.

But old Andy would tell that story a hundred tines.

|'ve heard it, but I can't remenber who the candi date was.

W' ve covered nost everything, | guess. There weren't nany
doctors, I'Il tell you. Peopl e just died, when they [got
si ck] .

What about the closing of the clinic? | read in the paper

that they're closing the clinic here and in Caliente
because of |ack of funds.

Yes, right.
Wi ch neans you won't have any health care here now?
None at all. That does away w th our anbul ance, too,

because you have to have a doctor within 50 mles or so.
Isn't that awful ?

Yes, it's terrible.

Wen they say the clinic in Caliente, do they nean the
hospi tal ?

No.

They're thinking about closing the hospital, too. They
don't have noney to fund it.
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CGood | ord.

| heard that yesterday. O course, there's nothing to

confirmthat.

Do you want to know the names of people as they cane down

the vall ey?

Yes, | do.

XK You start right at Hko with the Sharps, then the
Fergusons and then the Roeders. Then the Frenchies there

at Frenchie Lake, then the Thompsons - that was the big

ranch just below Crystal. Then the Geer ranch, then the
Butlers, then the MQuffys, then G W Richard - old CGeorge
Richard - Henry Sharp, Henry Sharp (the son), Joe Sharp,

t hen sonme younger, other Fergusons - the WII Fergusons

And t hen Pear son.

About what year would this be, then?

Way back in the 1860s - from 1865 or so.

Yes, they noved in and took up those pl aces.

You see, Henry Sharp was in there at the 1865 census.

And all these people were here then?

Yes, nost of them

Let's tal k about you and Evel yn neeti ng.

She was born and raised in . . . well, you tell it.

Murray, Uah. | was 12 when | cane down here. In Uah we
lived nostly in Wst Jordan - the sane area [as Mirray].
My father had a mning venture dowmn here with a nephew at
I rish Mountain.

And what was his nane?

Henry Nel s Youngdel | .

It was the sane place - Silver Canyon - where the Sharps

the old Illinois M ne.

My father and his brother and a couple of nephews and a nan
nanmed Street |ost everything in the mning venture.

They lost a dry farm they lost a Caterpillar and a
har vester.

Homes . . . Uncle Don Youngdell lost his farm

M. Street |lost a big grocery store.

That nust've been in about '35 or '36. They were down here
a while before we ever cane. VW didn't cone down till
about 1938 or ' 39.

So this blond gal showed up down here, and | fell for her.
She was just a kid.

[ chuckl es]

Where did you |ive when you cane here?

W noved into a little house in Alano, a rental, and went

to school. | loved it. W'd always lived out in the
country anyway, but here there were all these beautiful big

weeping wllow trees on both sides of the street. They

were dirt streets, but still, | thought it was sonething
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really neat. And the kids were friendly and we got along

really well.
Were you two in the sane grade?
Ch, no. 1'm2 years older than she is.

| was in the eighth grade when we cane.
W got married while | was in the service.
Decenber the 24th, 1943.

But we went together for 4 years. W didn't have any
children [during the war]. In fact [chuckles], you know
how cadet training is. W got narried in Reno, Nevada

(they sent nme to college for a while).

| went up there and went to work at a grocery store.

W got married at 10:00 and | had to be at the base at
12: 00. That was Christnmas Eve, 1943.

[ chuckl es]

Is that right - what a honeynoon!

Yes, these service nmarriages . :

So your father cane here in a mning venture. Can you tel
us a little bit about the venture?

It was in Irish Muntain, at the old Illinois.

Does it date way back?

Oh, man. You bet. |It's one of those patented cl ai ns.
Is it a big mne? | nean, is it a big workings?

You bet - there's lots of big workings. There's one hole
down there that | ooks like [it goes] straight down. There
are holes all over.

In fact, this sane nephew of mne, Harold Spencer (he just
lived right over here), noved down here 10 years ago. He
leased it again and was going to go back in and get the
silver out of the dunp, but silver went way up to about
$12, and then it started down. It went down continually,
so he gave it up

He was going to ship the dunp, he figured he could make
sone noney. But silver went down to $6 and stayed there
forever, so he never did do anything about it. I hel ped
himfixed the roads and things.

|*ve never been over to Irish Muntain. Are the mnes in
one spot there, or are they all over the nountain?

They're kind of all over the nmountain. There are sone on
the north side, and the west and east sides .

| wonder if that old tree that fornms a cross is still

t here. Right on the horizon there's . . . | don't know
what kind of tree it is. It's been there for years.
It's made by 2 great big old ponderosa pines. |'ve hunted

deer up there, BEv, and it's 2 trees that nmake it | ook |ike
a Ccross.
Is that right? That's nice.
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It's right on the horizon, when you get in a certain area
you can see it.

When and where was your father born?

He was born in Fairview, Uah - San Pete County, U ah

Hs older sister was born in Sweden, but | think he was
born in this country. dga was born in Sweden.
No. | think she was born in San Pete County.

Boy, she could speak Swedish |ike a good one.
Yes. (dga's and Henry's fol ks cane straight from Sweden
Was your father a mner by occupation?

No. He was a nechanic, actually, and a dry farner. He
| eased lots of dry farmng ground and worked it. Wen he
cane out of the service in Wrld War |, after a few years

they gave them a big pension of sonme sort, and he bought a
Caterpillar and a lot of dry farm equi pnment. And that's
how he made a |iving. It was tough during the Depression
for us, too, I'lIl tell you

And what was your nother's nane?

Harriet Zina Poole. And they're English

They tal ked |ike real, honest-to-god Englishnen, too.

She was born in England and cane over here as a baby.

D d she conme over here with the church?

Yes. Her parents did, she was just tiny.

How many brothers and sister did you have?

| have 1 sister and 2 brothers.

Do any of themlive in the valley?

No. They went to school here for a bit but they didn't
st ay.

And how many children do you have?

W have 4. Vaughn is the ol dest. He was born in '46
Vance was born in '49 and Valerie in '52 , and Varlan in
' 60.

Do they live in the area?

Yes, they all live here in the valley.

Vaughn started out to be an athletic director and coach
He coached here, then he coached when we were in |daho.
Now he works at the University of Nevada.

He' s the extension agent here in Pahranagat Vall ey.

Do you know that old, big tall guy in Vegas - Lynn MI1|s?
|"ve net him yes.

He works with Lynn MIIs. And Vance is a fireman in Las
Vegas. Now, Vaughn has 5 children. Vance has 3 boys, and
he lives right here by us.

Does he farn®

Yes.

He has the sprinklers and all that. And then Valerie and
her husband live up at H ko.
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She married Stewart Twtchell, from Enterprise, and they
have 6 kids, including a pair of tw ns.

Varlan lives straight up across on the other side of the
ranch with sone other H gbees - Edwi n's boys. So we've
still got themall around.

That's great.

Varlan has a boy and a girl, the girl was born first. The
boy is just alittle over a year old.

Varl an works for the Nevada State H ghway Departnent and
Vance is a fireman in Las Vegas. They have to do that to
keep our cows.

Yes, you have to have a job on the side to run cattle.

[ | aught er ]
Right. W haven't really said nmuch about the role of the
church in the area. Basically, Al anbo becane a Mrnon

community, didn't it?

It sure did. The church had quite a lot to do wth life in
the comunity. Al though when | was growing up, it was a
long ways from here to Alanb to go to church. Ve were
bapti zed and all that, but we probably didn't go as nuch as
we shoul d have, because we didn't have a car and it was a
[ ong way. They actually had an LDS church and Sunday
school at H ko at one tine.

At the sane tine as they had one in A anp?

Yes, at one tine.

Then they used the bus, didn't they?

Yes, they actually [chuckles] broke the |aw. When t hey
finally conbined the school district, they used the schoo

bus.

They used the school bus for everything.

What are your personal recollections of Mornon |ife?

Wll, as we got a little older, we always tried to go to
Sunday school when we coul d. And especially when | got
older and | was in the bishopric (which nmanages the LDS
church affairs in this area) we took the kids on sone darn
nice trips. These kids still didn't get out of the valley
nmuch. VW took them to Washington, D.C., we took them to
D sneyland nmany tines, we took sone vast trips wth our
young people. W' d raise noney and so on.

As | was growi ng up, the church didn't have that [Kkind of]
noney. But the school had basketball trips - we went to
Reno and things |ike that.

D d you have a nutual when you were grow ng up here?

Yes, we always went to nutual. That was a good place to
nmeet the girls. [laughter]

| went to high school in Ely - | wasn't Mrnon, but | went
to nutual .
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That's the way it used to be here. Everybody went to
mutual and primary. [chuckl es]

W used to get a lot of kids that weren't Mrnons but woul d
cone. Vell, they still do - they still have weekly
activities. They do lots of things, they keep the youth
really busy in this comunity.

They used to have big dances - they called one The CGold and
G een. They don't do that anynore, but they used to.
They' d teach you how to dance and all that kind of thing.
Yes, they've gotten away from danci ng, for sone reason.

How do you see the future of the valley?

It looks pretty bleak right now because of this water
t hi ng. It's got us all scared. If it weren't for the
water thing, | see a great future for wus, really. Thi s
Pahranagat Valley is really grow ng.

W have the |argest elenentary school in the county - about
200 students.

Wiich is nothing to brag about, but it shows we are
growing. (And we were the smallest.) And we've either won
t he [ basket bal | ] chanpi onshi p, or been in t he
chanpi onshi ps, al nost every year here. This place has been
at hl eti c- m nded.

Three years we were runners-up and this year we nade it.
[ chuckl es]

Qur daughter Valerie is also a coach.

Soit's an athletic famly.

Oh, yes. In fact, we've got one grandson who played
col | ege bal |

So the H gbee athleticness is comng through, isn't it?

[ chuckl es] You bet it is.

[ chuckl es] W're athletic supporters. [ | aught er ] Kenny
pl ays for a college in eastern O egon.

W have another grandson - our oldest - Vaughn's boy- who
is in Japan on a m ssion.

Two of our kids went on mssions - Valerie went to
Australia and Vance, our son here, went to Japan. And they
all went through coll ege. Varlan, actually, went to a
trade school, but the others all went to coll ege.

Vell, is there anything | haven't focused on?

How about the phones?

That's anot her story.

The power cane in the year he went into the service.

Wen | went in the service, we still had kerosene |ights
and still had the little path outside. VW had outdoor
plunbing until after World Var 11.

They had tel ephones in Alanb - just a couple of the crank-
t hem up ki nd.
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You had to get a hold of old Ms. Mtchell over there in
Central and
Where was she?
In Caliente, that's where the sw tchboard was.
The county comm ssioner had a phone, and Al anbo Service -
those were the only 2 I know of. The phone lines cane in
'56, | think.
You know, everything we've got here, we've had to struggle
for. Just take the power.
Al ano had power - M K Stewart had a plant that furnished
it.
But it was pretty sorry.
Yes, it was al ways goi ng out
. . . awlile in the evening, or sonething. But nost of us
up here never had anything. W had to fight like hell to
get the power up here from Boul der Dam (From the main
line, they went up to Pioche.)
Ch, the main line went to Pioche, and you didn't get on it?
Right, we had to hook on.
And it was a big fight to hook on?
Oh, we had an awful struggle. Nothing ever cane easy. And
t he tel ephone - everything we ever got .
Tell himwhat we did to get the tel evision.
[chuckles] W dragged TVs wup on top of all these
nount ai ns. . .

full of boul ders.

You can't get television in this valley. W dragged
televisions . . . we'd pack stuff, finally. Well, and it
was fuzzy in here. Finally we got [good reception] way

down on that nmountain - we bounce it once off there.
About 6 or 8 couples of us went.
W took a generator on New Year's Eve, and it was cold, we
had a fire.
W had a fire, but it wasn't that cold. Anyway, we packed
that TV up on that nountain .

with a generator.
. . . and we took our supper.
Is that right - to watch TV.
[chuckl es] Yes. They turned on that crazy thing, and you
could see this snow picture. You' d have thought we found
amllion dollars. [laughter]
So then we thought we'd pick it up there and bounce it over
here and use it here at night.
It was exciting.
That's where we get it - straight over fromhere. But you
have the nmountain to cross. W get 3 stations - 2 out of
Vegas and now we bounce one out of St. CGeorge, and it's on
t he same nountai n over here.
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And then they put cable in a year ago. It's just in A ano,
they' Il get it up this way eventually.

Do many peopl e have satellite dishes?

W do, and there are quite a few people who do, going up
here.

You get all the channels with that, don't you?

Wien it's working we do.

It doesn't work?

There are so many of them that they've got scranbled. W
get a few, but it costs you so darn much noney.

Wth dark County being so domnant in the state governnent
now, you've got a squashed feeling, don't you?

Oh, we do. And it's getting worse.

W think they need to look farther ahead than just the
water in this little valley.

To ne, water has got to cone out of the nouth of the
Col unbia. You could drown California and Nevada both, wth
just a third of it, or just a little bit. [They should do
that] instead of letting it run out into the ocean. They
could solve our problens, if they would just look at it
fromthe point of down the line 50 to 100 years, |ike they
did the freeway system And it's the whole United States -
because it's not just Nevada, it's southern California,
southern Nevada, northern Nevada, Arizona - it's all of
t hese pl aces.

Yes. It's the whole Sout hwest, really.

| don't know why they don't look at it from a broad point
of view and try to solve the thing, instead of just robbing
from Peter to pay Paul till Peter's is all gone, and then
Paul 's still going to be out of water. That's what it
anmount s to.

| renmenber when | was a kid, hearing about bringing down a
big river from Canada or sonething like that. The idea has
ki nd of died.

The environnentalists have really nade it tough to even

think about sonething like that. Now, maybe I'm a
Bol shevi k, but | think we've got to even take a second | ook
at atomc power. Wth coal . . . they talk about
pollution and all that kind of thing, but if they could
figure out a way to get rid of the nucl ear wast e .
Sure. | agree with you.

Anyway, | believe they've got to |ook at these problens

down the tubes just a little ways, instead of short- and
narrowmndedly looking at southern Nevada and Lincoln
County. We've got quite a little water here, and it | ooks
m ghty good to them [The state of Nevada] passed a |aw,
last time, where they don't have to prove usage. W spent
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a lot of noney drilling wells. It took us 5 and 6 and 7
years to prove usage.

It took a long time to prove up on a well.

They went up there and passed a law last tinme that they
don't have to prove usage. So they can take up this
country and have this water and they can keep us dead -
even though they don't use it for 20 or 30 to 50 years
t hey can keep us from doi ng anyt hi ng.

They were going to open Delamar up, but they had to have
water - they had to get permssion from dark County. And
they said, "Ch, yeah, we'll look at it. W'll be kind
enough, we'll look at." In other words, if sonebody wanted
to take up another piece of ground, or if Alano got a few
nore people and wanted a well or sonething, forget it. So
you can see what a strangl ehol d t hey have.

The rest of Nevada is dead as far as further growth is
concer ned. And now they passed legislation and they can
actually tell us farners, "This water's ours," and they can

take it. They just did that 2 or 3 days ago. It's the
beginning of the end, and we're just sick about it. But
what can you do? You feel so helpless. As | say, |'ve got
6 generations right here that put a lot of sweat and a | ot
of blood . . . people don't realize that. But I'mglad to
have you as sonebody to listen to ne.

Wll, it's going on the permanent record, too. [laughter]

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

RM
JH

JH:

JH:

EH:

You were telling a story . . .

[chuckles] It was about CGeorge R chard and Mary Ann Foy.
As has been nentioned before, he was a nusician, and he
pl ayed for dances, even as a young man. They were playing
in Mnersville, Wah, at a dance, and he saw a pretty
little gal sitting on the bench and he decided to [ay down
his fiddle and go dance w th her. They danced 2 or 3

dances and he said, "lI'd like to marry you."

And she said, "Wll, you've got to marry ne tonight. [''m
going to get married tonorrow. |'m supposed to nmarry sone
pol ygam st . " So after the dance, they took off and got
married and |ived happily ever after.

Isn't that sonething. They were narried a long tine,

weren't they?
Until they both died.
They lived to be really old, didn't they?

Ch, you bet. He nust've been 89 or 90. And she was even
older than that. She outlived him But they both lived to
be ancient. It nust've been love at first sight, | guess.
[ chuckl es]

And it saved her from a polygany marriage or sonething.
[ chuckl es]
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JH So we're related to a lot of the Foys over in U abh,
ot her si de.

RM  About what year would it have been when they net?

JH  About 1867.

EH  They had 7 children.

on the
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