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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenmselves, oral history interview are not history. However,
they often contain valuable primary source material, as useful
in the process of historiography as the witten sources to which
hi storians have customarily turned. Verifying the accuracy of
all of the statements nmade in the course of an interview would
require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP s operating budget
permts. The program can vouch that the statenents were nade
but it cannot attest that they are free of error. Accordingly,
oral histories should be read wth the sanme prudence that the
reader exercises when consulting governnent records, newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other sources of historical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that are as
close to verbatim as possible, but sone alteration of the text
is generally both unavoi dable and desirable. Wen human speech
is captured in print the result can be a norass of tangled
syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences, sonetines
verging on incoherency. The type font contains no synbols for
t he physical gestures and the diverse vocal nodul ations that are
integral parts of comunication through speech. Experi ence
shows that totally verbatim transcripts are often largely
unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources expended in
their producti on.
Wiile keeping alterations to a mninmum the LCTHP wll, in
preparing a text:

a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the uhs

ahs and ot her noises w th which speech is often sprinkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress |anguage that would be confusing to
the reader in unaltered form

c. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in its
pr oper context;

d. enclose in [brackets] explanatory information or words that
were not uttered but have been added to render the text
intelligible; and
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e. make every effort to correctly spell the names of all
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recognizing that an occasional word
may be msspelled because no authoritative source on its
correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the close of the

Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United States
had been settled, ranches and farns developed, communities
established, and roads and railroads constructed. The mning

boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from newy
devel oped |odes, and the settlenment of nobst of the suitable
farm and, were but a nenory.

Al t hough Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation of
any map of the state fromthe |ate 1800s shows that nost of it
south of the 38th parallel remained largely unsettled, even
unmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in Lincoln
County in the attitudes, values, lifestyles, and nenories of
area residents. The frontier-like character of the area is al so
visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of the natural
environment, much of it essentially untouched by hunans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history reveals
variability fromtow to town: A fair anount of literature, for
i nstance, can be found covering Pioche fromits first newspaper,
beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present. Newspapers from
Del amar are available from 1892 to 1906 and Caliente from 1904
to 1968. In contrast, Panaca and A anbo never had newspapers of
record. Throughout their histories, all Li ncoln County
comunities received only spotty coverage in the newspapers of
ot her communities. Mst of the history of Lincoln County after
1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are still
l'iving.

Aware of Lincoln County's close ties to our nation's frontier
past and the scarcity of witten sources on local history
(especially after 1920), the Lincoln County Comm ssioners
initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP). The
LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and preserve the
hi story of Lincoln County, Nevada. The centerpiece of the LCTHP
is a set of interviews conducted with individuals who had

knowl edge of local history. Each interview was recorded,
transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the |anguage
and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al oral history

interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and bound and
archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special Collections in the
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James R Dickinson Library at the University of Nevada at Las
Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated throughout Nevada.

The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they form
a never-before-avail able conmposite of each comunity's life and
devel opnent . The collection of interviews for each community
can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the bouquet is
uni que--sone are large, others are small--yet each adds to the
total image. In sum the interviews provide a view of community
and county history that reveals the flow of life and events for
a part of Nevada that has heretofore been l|argely neglected by
hi stori ans.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by the
assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each commnity's
hi story. These pictures have been obtained from participants in
the oral history interviews and other present and past Lincoln
County residents. Conpl ete sets of the photographs have been
archived along with the oral histories. The oral interview and
witten sources served as the basis for histories of the major
communities in Lincoln County. These histories have al so been
ar chi ved.

The LCTHP is one conponent of the Lincoln County program to
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, which would be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncol n County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that nmay be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it will remain a source of interest for hundreds

possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

RDM
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This is Robert McCracken talking to Hel en Hackett at her hone in
Eagl e Val |l ey, Nevada, January 26, 1991
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CHAPTER ONE

Hel en, why don't we start with you telling nme your name as
it reads on your birth certificate.

M/ nanme is Hel en Hackett.

When and where were you born?

| was born in St. CGeorge, Uah, February 10, 1920.

What was your father's nane?

Everest Herbert Hackett.

When and where was he born?

He was born in R co, Colorado, July 18, 1892.

And what was your nother's full maiden nane?

Mot her's nane was Sarah Elizabeth Hall, and she was born at
New Hebron, Wah, January 30, 1897.

D d your father grow up in R co?

Hs famly noved to Salt Lake Gty when he was a very small
boy.

What was your grandfather on your father's side's
occupati on?

At the tine he was working at the mnes in Silverton.

In Colorado? 1'll be darned. M dad worked in the m nes
in Quray.

Ch, is that right? G andnother lived in R co, but
G andfather was at the mnes at Silverton, and | renenber
grandnother telling us that they brought the ore out on
mul e trains.

And how old was your father when the famly noved to Salt
Lake?

He woul d have been about 2 or 3 years old.

Dd he growup in Salt Lake?

No. Wen he was 4 years old Gandma and G andpa cane down
to Deerlodge to prospect. They canme in the sumer for 2 or
3 summers and then they noved down to that area.

Then they would have conme to Deerlodge just after the turn
of the century.

Yes.

What was going on at Deerlodge that nade them go down
t here?

Vell, there were sone mnes over on the U ah side that were
being worked, and there were sone being prospected in
Deer| odge Canyon, that's what brought themthere.

What ki nd of m nes were they?

Si | ver and gol d.

Were they pretty good mnes, or were they small?
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They were rich in small deposits. They never found big
veins, so they would take out just a little bit of rich ore
and then they'd lose it.

Ddthey mll the ore?

Yes, there were sone mlls. There were mlls at the Jenny,
over by Gold Springs, and | think there was a mll at the
Johnny M ne, which was over further toward the east from
Gold Springs -maybe north and east. And there were mills
at Fay and Deerlodge both. They didn't operate very | ong,
maybe only a year or 2 years, they had a hard tine
processing the ore and they couldn't find ore in big
pockets [the way] they wanted to.

Where did your nother grow up?

Mot her grew up in Enterprise, U ah.

Enterprise is just this side of St. CGeorge, isn't it?

Yes. Wen you go fromhere to St. George you pass through
just the edge of Enterprise - they have a big hay operation
t here.

| know about Enterprise because that's where the 49ers
split off [in the California Gold Rush]. That's where they
left Captain Hunt's train and canme across looking for a
shortcut.

Now, your nother grew up in Enterprise, so she nust have
met your father in that area, didn't she?

Yes. She said that ny father had bought cattle from her
father. M parents and ny grandparents stayed at Deerl odge
after the mne and the mll closed down, and they took up
honesteads and bought <cattle and nade a permanent
resi dence.

Ch - your grandfather came to Deerlodge as a mning nman and
then the mnes kind of petered out?

Yes. Then ny grandfather and ny father both took up a
honest ead.

Do you recall your father talking about what it was |ike
growi ng up in Deerlodge around the turn of the century?

| can renmenber sone things. He walked to Fay to go to
school. He went fromthird [grade] through high school at
the Fay school. There wasn't very many students, of

course, but it was a one-room school and they had that many
gr ades.

How bi g woul d Deerl odge have been then? Ws it a real town
or was it just a scattering of ranchers?

It was a town for about a year, or maybe 2 years. They had
quite a few nen working there when they built the mll and
when they started processing the ore, but it didn't |ast
very |ong. | think that Mther said Josh Mody bought a
store in 1897 and by 1900 it had pretty well closed down.
But they did have a boardi nghouse for the nen. And the
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buildings that the nen lived in were nostly tents and
boarded-up tents and snall cabins. There are a few log
cabins left up there and ny parents' and grandparents' |og
hones are still there.

|'ve never been to Deerlodge. Were is it fromhere?

That nmountain [just to the east] is what we call Gold Bug
Mountain. You can see just the high nountain at the back
And Deerlodge is at the bottom of that nountain on the
ot her si de.

Ch, soit's not that far away.

No. Take a road that goes up along the bench over there

and follow it till it goes down into a canyon and then take
the fork that goes up the canyon, it's about 6 mles from
there. 1t's about 12 mles altogether.

By way of the crowit would be closer, wouldn't it?

Ch yes. It would only be about 6 mles if you could go
right up here. It really isn't that far away.

So in Deerlodge they had a store and boardi nghouse and so
on for the few years that the m nes were goi ng.

And a butcher shop and a little place where the stagecoach
stopped. There was a stagecoach and the nmail cane through
there from M| ford, Wah, until they got the railroad into
Modena. Then they had to bring supplies in there from
M I ford.

| wonder how many people were living in Deerlodge at this
time.

Ch, | wouldn't know, but they had a pretty good crew of mnen
working there and there were sonme other people working -
sone of the other mnes that were around cl ose. It was a
pretty well-established community, but, as | say, it didn't
| ast very | ong.

And what was going on at Fay during the m ne boon®

The Horseshoe M ne was operating at Fay, and when Deerl odge
started to go downhill - when they saw it wasn't going to
make it -they noved everything from Deerlodge to Fay. The
man who had charge of the mne at Deerlodge noved his
operation to Fay. And they noved the water over - they
took water from Water Canyon at the foot of Mhogany
Mountain and piped it first into Deerlodge and then they
took it on over to Fay.

How far is Fay from Deerl odge?

It's about a mle or 1-1/2 mles.

Were there mnes at both Deerl odge and Fay?

Yes.

Where were the best m nes?

| think that the best mne was the Horseshoe at Fay,
because it operated off and on down through the years

Hel en Hackett 3



HH:

HH:

Peopl e prospected the mnes at Deerlodge and they'd work
out maybe a little pocket of ore, but nothing pernmanent.
Were there other mnes at Fay?

There were mnes in the vicinity. There was the Little
Buck M ne. It's just over one hill from Fay. And there
was the Johnny and the Qphir.

They were at Fay?

They were further east. They were over on the Uah side.
Fay was in Nevada, but Gold Springs is in U ah.

Fay was just barely in Nevada though, wasn't it?

Yes, barely.

What were sone of the mnes at Deerl odge?

The main mne that they built the mll on was the
Honest ake. There were about 5 patented clains there. And
then there was one patented claim that they used for a
townsite. The Iris Mne was operating off and on then -
people were working in it. And the Indian clains were
bei ng worked too. And then close to the bottom of Gold Bug
Mountain there was a mne that a |lot of people worked on,
off and on. They called it the White Horse and [then] they

called it the Tenpa . . . it wasn't patented so when peopl e
went in to relocate they'd give it a new nane. | don't
know what they call it now.

Were a ot of the mnes patented?

Sone of them were.

Do you recall who found the first mnes in the district?

He was a mning man ny grandfather had known in Salt Lake
Gty.

Oh, is that right? Then your grandfather was a real mning
nman.

Vel l, vyes. He was nore a kind of a businessman in the
m ni ng. He wasn't well enough to go right into the mnes
and work, but he did accounting and he did surveying and
sanpling and that sort of thing.

D d he have silicosis or sonething?

He had tuberculosis. He had it when he cane West. He cane
fromBoston to Colorado for his health.

Dd he cone Wst with his famly, or did he marry a wonman
out \West?

He canme West by hinself, but he had a famly in Boston and
he brought G andnother and ny dad's sister out after he'd
[settled in Col orado].

He brought themout to Rco, and then from R co he went to
Salt Lake Gty?

Yes.

What did he do in Salt Lake Gty?

He bought sone real estate and he did sone accounting - he
was an accountant. Wwen he worked for wages he worked as
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an accountant nostly. And he bought sone real estate. He
had nade a little bit of noney in Silverton that he could
i nvest .

h. Ddhe neke it as a mne owmer or howdid . . . ?
He was a | easer, | think.
That's interesting. About how long was he in Salt Lake

bef ore he cane south?

Not very |l ong, because ny dad was born in Rico and he was 4
years old the first sumer they came down to Deerlodge. He
didn't stay in Salt Lake Gty very |ong.

D d your grandfather cone down with the idea of finding a
mne, or did he buy into one or sonething |ike that?

Vel |, he had comunicated with this M. MCune because they
were both interested in mnes, and M. MCune was
pr ospecti ng.

D d he cone with MCune?

Wel|, after McCune. But he canme with McCune's advice.

Was your grandfather involved in the Horseshoe M ne?

|"m not sure that he was. The Horseshoe was at Fay. That
was McCune, too. He took the whole operation over.

Ch, | see. So MCQune had several m nes. Then your
grandfather was involved in the mnes for just a few years,
wasn't he?

Ri ght. He thought that with his health the way it was,
he'd have a better opportunity to nmake a Iliving at
ranchi ng. He continued to be interested in the mnes and
he did prospecting work [as] what you'd call a geol ogist, |
guess, taking sanples and evaluating mnes. He said he did
that for M. MCune. And he did the accounting and the
managi ng of the mll.

Wen the mnes began to fade did the towns of Fay and
Deer | odge go down fast, or . . . ?

Yes, they went down pretty fast. G andpa and G andna
stayed, and there were always a few other people there for
short [periods of] time to prospect it, but there were not
very many pernmanent residents. They noved over to Fay or
they noved to Delamar or soneplace else. The mne at Fay
operated till about 1906 or sonething like that, and then
it went downhill, too.

D d you ever hear what the town of Fay |ooked |ike before
the m nes faded?

Yes, | have a pretty good idea. The mne and each shaft
were at the top of a hill as you go down into Fay Canyon.

And the mll was there and then down along the side of the
hill was nost of the residential area. They had a big

boar di nghouse at the bottomof the hill that stood probably
| onger than any other building that was over there, because
| can renenber it. And you know, when they noved form one
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town to another they very often took their little cabins
with them That happens in |lots of places.

So when they went from Deerlodge, they took them over to
Fay?

Ri ght. But Fay lingered on |onger than Deerl odge did. I
think I told you that | could renenber when we got our nail
at Fay. They noved the store and the post office to Fay,
t 00.

What year did they nove?

That was about 1900 - 1899 to 1900.

Wat all was in Fay at that tine? Do you recall vyour
grandparents ever tal king about that?

Vell, there would have been the wusual butcher shop and
store and saloons and usually the conpany - the mning
conpany - would have their own supply depot and store

They were sort of responsible for nmaking sure people had
things that they needed because the nearest services would
have been at Mddena after the railroad cane in. And the
railroad was in by the tinme ny grandparents cane to the
area, or soon after - maybe in 1903.

Fay was bi gger than Deerl odge, wasn't it?

| think Fay was bigger.

The big mne at the top of the hill with the shaft was the
Hor seshoe, is that right?

Yes. That was the main m ne.

Do you know how deep the shaft was?

|"ve heard some people say it's about 200 feet deep and it
flooded with water. That's one reason that it shut down.
Wien was Fay basical | y abandoned?

| can still renenber when a few people lived there, which
woul d have been about 1926. It wasn't conpl etely abandoned
any tinme during that tinme, | don't think. There were one
or two famlies | can recall living there.

Can you tell ne any stories that your father told about
growi ng up in Deerlodge and the Fay area?
| can renmenber that he said that he worked in the mne
hinself. He said he used to |load the shots for his father,
and worked with his father just helping him | already
nmenti oned that he wal ked to school in Fay. He walked first
from Mdnight to Fay and then he wal ked from Deerl odge to
Fay.
Was M dni ght another town in the area?
Mdnight was a little canp - | wouldn't call it a town,
really. I[t's just above the windmll that's over on the
U ah side, but Mdnight is in Nevada, close to the border
It's in the Little Buck Canyon - below the Little Buck and
right into the edge of the flat as you go over into Mdena.
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M/ grandfather and grandnother |ived there for a year or
two before they noved to Deerl odge.
What other little communities were there - canps or so on?

Vell, there was Gold Springs. There were 2 or 3 mlls and
several mnes at Gold Springs, which is in Uah, east of
Fay. Those mnes were active. There's always been

sonebody at Gold Springs working on a little devel opnent of
sone kind. They say that the gold ore at Gold Springs is
rich but there's not very much of it. People want |ots of
ore when they go look for it.

Ddit coneinlittle thin seans?

Mostly in quartz seans. That's where they | ooked for it in
those days. O course, they don't now - they look in lots
of different formations.

What was the country rock?

It's rhyolite.

There wasn't any placer in the area, was there?

| don't remenber any placer.

Do you recall any other little canps or towns that m ght
have been right in that area?

| think |I've covered them pretty well. There would have
been canps, like at the old Fernagiam and the State Line.
And there was a little canp at Gold Bug for a while, which
is about [where] our ranch [is] up there.

Where di d your grandfather honestead then?

He honesteaded at Deerlodge in the canyon below the mne -

what they call the Deerl odge Canyon.

How many acres did he honest ead?

|'"'m not sure. A ranch honestead, at that tine, would have
been 340 acres, and a regul ar honmestead, what you think of
nore as a farm ng honestead, was 160 acres. | really don't
know how much they took up. But they took it up nostly for
range. They had 3 little fields that were down the canyon
that they could cultivate, but nost of it was for range.

Was there water on the place?

Yes, there water. There's one spring that is permanent

and | think ny dad said it was the only surface water that
was there when they first went there. It's in a gray nud
and it's always there. People still get stuck in it,

because it's just right on a steep hill side.

Before he took up the honestead, did he have a house in
Deer | odge?

Yes. He said he had bought a ot in the town and he had a
house on it.

Dd he build the house or did he nove it in?

He built the house. It was 2 roons, log, with a sod roof
when he first built it. Then after they decided they'd
stay they built a nicer house.
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Dd he cut the |ogs hinself?

' m not sure. He would have cut some of them but as |
say, they recycled a lot of the buil dings. He m ght have
just taken logs from buildings that had already been
abandoned. [Later] he added on to the original |og hone.
They built an upstairs story and added on a kitchen and
servi ce room

You don't know what he paid for the lot, do you?

| don't know what he paid for the lot. |'ve wondered about
t hat nysel f.

When he honesteaded, did he continue to live in the house
that he had built?

Yes. In fact, ny famly grew up in that house and ny dad
built another . . . | think he rebuilt an ol der house when
he got marri ed.

| see. And that was right in the nei ghborhood?

It was just right next door, just in the old townsite.

Were your grandfather and your grandnot her Mrnons?

No, they weren't, not ny father's parents. My nother's
famly were Mrnons.

XK So your father grew up in this area. When he got
t hrough school what did he turn to as a livelihood?

He kept the cattle.

By then your grandfather had honest eaded.

Yes. And he also worked in the mnes. He would |locate a
claim and work it for a while and he mght lease a claim
and work it for a while. He always kept his fingers in the
m nes.

How |l ong did your grandfather |ive after he had homest eaded
t here?

He lived till 1922.

Dd your grandfather live out the rest of his life in
Deer | odge?

Yes, he did. He got to be quite a bit of care to ny
grandnot her, but they took care of those kind of people.
He had conplications with his heart and with his |ungs.

How ol d a man was he when he passed away?

Vell, he wasn't really awfully old - probably in his 60s
|"d inmagine. G andnother lived to be 93 and | think she
lived 30 years after G andpa died.

D d she continue to live in Deerl odge?

She spent the summers with us in Deerlodge and she went to
Salt Lake Gty with a daughter. Dad had a sister, A nm
Traver, who was quite a bit older than he was who lived in
Salt Lake Gty. So in the wintertine Gandma woul d stay
with them

How many children were there in that famly?
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HH  There were 3 - ny father and a sister and a brother who
di ed quite young.

RM | see. And your father, as he grew up, began to take over
the duties on the ranch.

HH He had to. Yes.

RM And they had the honestead, plus they were running cattle
on the range, weren't they?

HH  Yes.

RM | wonder how many cattle they had.

HH On, it varied. Probably 300 or 400 head. It wasn't a big
operati on.
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So they had 300 or 400 head of cattle. Where were they
shipping their cattle out of?

They used to take themto Mbdena and then ship them on the
railroad to Los Angel es, unless they got a | ocal buyer.

But they would drive themto Mdena.

Yes. They'd collect themand drive them Mydena.

Were they growi ng any other things on the ranch?

They grew alfalfa hay and sonetines sonme dryland grain -
rye or sonething like that. And they had quite a big field
that they held cattle in when they were gathering them and
they reseeded it to grasses of different kinds. And we
al ways had a big vegetable garden. W had a good garden,
t hat hel ped us out.

Now how di d your father neet your nother?

M/ father went to Enterprise to buy cattle fromny nother's
f at her. He was a rancher in and around Enterprise - they
had a ranch above Enterprise in a canyon. He went over
there to buy cattle and net ny nother that way.

And then they got narried and noved back to Deerl odge and
lived on the ranch there?

Yes.

How far from the ranch was your grandfather's house? Ws
it just right next to it?

Vell yes, it was on the old townsite. They nust have
pi cked the townsite up for taxes, because it was included
in the ranch.

And then your father built his house right next to your
grandfather's, and that was the house you grew up in?

| lived there till | was about 9 years old and then Dad
renodel ed G-andma's house and we lived there for the rest
of our lives.

Could you tell me about early recollections of grow ng up
in Deerlodge, say before you noved into your grandnother's
house?

Vell, ny oldest brother and I went away to school to Mdena
for a year or two.

There wasn't a school in Deerlodge then?

After ny younger sister got old enough to go to school (and
there were sone ot her people there who had children) we had
our own school at the ranch for about 10 years. W had to
have 5 students to start it, and then we could keep it with
3. But I went to first grade in Mdena.

Dd you stay with relatives or friends there?

M/ grandnother - ny father's nother - took care of ny
brother and ne in Mddena. They rented a little house and
we went to a one-room school there, but it was a pretty
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good-si ze school for one room It was 8 grades. I

renenber the ol der youngsters listened to our recitations.

| would read to a fifth grader, for instance.

| went to a school where they had 4 grades in one room and

| liked it. | would listen to the older kid s |essons.

| really liked that kind of school. And that's the kind of

school we had at Deerlodge, of course. Once in a wile

we'd borrow a cousin to kind of fill out, to keep it going.
And once in a while we'd borrow a cousin to kind of fill

out, to keep it going. And once in a while there' d be

people there working on the mnes and they'd have children

who woul d go.

So there was still sporadic mning activity there.

Yes, there al ways have been a few peopl e working up there.

Wre they doing any good?

| always thought they put nore noney into it than they got

out of it. | wasn't very optimstic about it. But yes,

sone people nmade a little bit off from it. My brot her

worked in the mne at Deerlodge one sunmer and he and |

went back to school on what he nmade that summer, so that

was a hel p.

How were they recovering their gold? Wre they grinding it

or did they have a little mll there operating through the

years?

They had a little mll for a little while. In fact, there
were 2 mlls there while | was growing up. The one at the
Homestake Mne was a ball mll - iron balls. They said

that the ore was harder than the mneral that was in the
bal | s.

I's that right?

It was that hard quartz. They ground it and ran it through

shaker tables instead of amal gam tanks. It was a cyani de
pr ocess. The tailings are still wup there. O course
they're all |eached out now

But this was when you were grow ng up?

Wl |, that operation was early - that was at the Honestake
M ne. The other little mll was in the canyon above the
ranch, about in the md-'20s. I wasn't very old - | was
trying to tie it to ny younger brother's birthday - it was

about 1924 or ' 25.
They had leased a gold mne at Gold Bug and they thought
they could reprocess sone dunps that were in the area. I

don't know what the crusher was like - | don't seem to
renenber that. | renenber the shaker tables and it had a
big steamboiler. It's still there, | think.

Now, this was when you were grow ng up?
This was when | was grow ng up
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So they were running it with a steam plant when you were

growi ng up

Yes. But they didn't have enough water. They had the

little spring at CGold Bug, and there was a little spring

there where they put the mll. They developed it and they

had sone water, but really not enough. They didn't get

very good returns fromit.

What did the ore run in that area?

| really don't know | don't renmenber seeing veins that

were any nore than about half an inch [thick].

And they drilled by hand, didn't they?

Yes. They had to drill by hand and then pack in the

dynamte and blast it out, then go back the next norning

and clean up and do it again.

When you were growing up was there a store or anything at

ei ther Fay or Deerl odge?

No. | think that the store and post office noved out of

Fay . . . | was about 4 or 5 years old when we went there

for mail and they had noved out at that tine.

So that woul d have been what, about 1924?

Yes.

Where did you go for supplies and nmail then - Mdena?

VW went to Mbdena a lot of the tinme and sonetinmes we'd go

to Pioche.

Wi ch one did you usually go to?

Wll, as long as we were in grade school and the school was

at the ranch we'd go to Mbdena nore than we did to Pioche.
But after we got old enough to be in high school and were

going to Panaca to high school, we changed our post office

to Pioche. Mdena was a little closer.

Was the road better?

They're dirt roads either way you go.

What kind of car did your fol ks have?

They had a Model -T. They bought it about the tinme | was

born. | can renenber noving from Deerlodge to a | ower canp

- a winter canp - in a wagon. But they did have an

autonobile at that tine

And your grandparents would have used wagons, wouldn't

t hey?
Yes. They had wagons and what they called a buckboard.
Wat was it like as a child, gromwng up in this rural

ranching and m ning community? How would you descri be your
very early years?

Vell, we liked it. W didn't know anything else. I
renmenber being all over the hills. | think about it now
and | wondered how Mot her and Dad would dare to let us just
run over the hills. There were lots of mne shafts around
with water in them and wild aninmals. But we didn't think
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anything of it. | go back up there now and | think, "The
hills couldn't have been this steep.”

D d you have a |l ot of playmates?

Not very many - just your own famly. As | say, once in a
while there'd be another famly there. Sonet i nes Mot her
and Dad would hire a teacher who had a child or two to fill
out the enroll nent.

Where did the school building in Deerl odge cone fron®

One year they held that school in ny grandnother's place,
and then the next year ny dad did sone renodeling and we
noved into Gandma's, and then Dad' s house becane the
school house.

Where woul d you get your teachers?

Vell, fromvarious places. W had Mss Vonny DeVaney from
Georgetown, Colorado - she taught probably 3 years. I
still hear fromher. She wites to us. She's an old, old
| ady now but she still wites to us at Chri stnas.

|'d like to get her address and talk to her. | was born
not too far from there. M/ brother was born right up the
road from CGeor get own.

Ch really? 1'Il give you her address. They're not |iving
at Georgetown all the time now She had a big famly. She
married after she left here and they raised about 9 or 10
ki ds.

Is that right? And she was with you for about 3 years?

She was here, as | renenber, about 3 years. And then there
was a Betty Brownfield. You mght have heard of her - she
stayed in the area. She married David Francis, and | still
comuni cate with her, too. She's in Las Vegas now.

Dd the teachers live with you and your famly?

No, in this house there was one big living room that we
used for dining room and living room and that was the
school room Then in the back there was a kitchen and a
bedroom and a storage area, and that was her quarters.

How woul d a teacher from Georgetown, Colorado, wnd up in
Deer | odge, Nevada?

| think they filed their names with the enploynent office
at their college. She went to Boulder [University of
Col or ado] . She said she was really very frightened when
she got off the train in Mdena.

"1l bet she was.

You can inmagi ne what a shock [it would be].

Do you recall any other teachers that you had?

Wll, Betty Francis was ny eighth grade teacher, and the
teachers who cane after that | didn't know as well, but
there was . . . M. Mbore.

Not Ert Moore.

Ert MNbore.
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No ki ddi ng!

You've run across his nane? Yes, soneone else did a
history on him He would up in Beatty, Nevada. He was
over in Beatty for a long tinme and he lives in Sparks now.
"1l be darned. So you had both nmale and fenal e teachers.
Yes, we did. And there was an elderly |ady named Titus who
has relatives over around Tonopah and Warm Springs - Etta
or sonething like that. She was here later. She was one
of the last teachers that we had

So you went to school in Deerlodge through the eighth
gr ade?

Yes - for 7 years - the second through the eighth grade?
What was the typical nunber of students in a class at that
tinme?

Probably 5 or 6 - ny sisters and brothers, nostly. | had 3
brothers and 2 sisters.

Wy don't you give us their nanmes, with the oldest first
and so on?

Al right - Herbert, Helen, My, Edward, Irving and Eva
Lynn. | was the second one. | was really born the third
child, but Mother lost her first child, so | was second.

So there were enough kids to kind of keep the school going,
weren't there?

W could alnost keep it going but ny younger sister and
brother started when they were 5 to keep it noving on
There was only about a year between us as we went along

t hr ough.
And then sonetimes there would be a teacher who had a ki d?
Yes. Ert More had a little girl - Mary Fogliani. You

m ght know her - Mary [Fogliani] Scott?

| don't think so.

She taught up there. And her youngest brother, Pete
Fogliani, came up with her and nade an extra student.

Wat was it |like going to school in your old house wth
your brothers and sisters? That's kind of unusual.

It is rather unusual, | guess. But we liked it and we had
a regular schedule and the requirenments were set up by the
department of education. They had a curriculum that the
teachers were to follow And we had our recesses and
recreation

What tinme did you start classes?

W started around 9:00 because it was pretty cold in the
norni ng, and we got out at 4:W had regul ar school hours.
Wth an hour or so off for |unch?

| don't renenber, but we went home for |unch.

You didn't have to go far, did you?

No, we didn't have to go far
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[ chuckl es] Wiat was a typical breakfast that you had when

you were grow ng up?

W used to have nmeat and eggs and potatoes for breakfast.

That was a ranch breakfast. Mot her used to nmake us eat

oat meal sonetines. That wasn't our favorite.

D d you have lots of mlk?

Yes, they had a mlk cow as |l ong as we were grow ng up.

And when you cane hone for |unch, what was the typical
| unch?

Vell, let's see. Wuat would we have for lunch? W m ght
have beans or cornbread or maybe chili beans or sonething
like that. There usually would be one hot dish, and maybe

j ust sandw ches. But nostly, | think, we'd have one hot

di sh.

And then what was a typical dinner?

D nner woul d be neat and pot at oes and veget abl es.

Veget abl es that had been preserved?

Yes. Mther used to can a |ot of beans and corn and beets.
And then they'd put cabbage and carrots and potatoes in a

root cellar. And they dried sone corn. W used to have

dried corn and dried fruit and bottled fruit.

And these were all things that they had grown thensel ves,

nostly, weren't they?

Mostly. W didn't have fruit every year because it froze

every year. But ny nother's famly had fruit at Enterprise

and we used to get apples and so forth from them So we

had a good Iiving. V¢ always had neat and potatoes and

baked beans.

Was t he neat beef?

Beef and veni son. In those days they weren't very fussy

about people using the neat if it were available. And we'd

have venison quite a bit in the season when it wasn't good

to keep beef. If you had a beef you had to be able to keep

it quite well because there wasn't any refrigeration. Dad

used to butcher beef or pigs late in the fall and then have

the neat just hanging out to keep it cool. Maybe he'd put
it in a cellar in the daytime and hang it out at night.
And nother used to can a lot of the neat. She'd boil it
and take it off the bones and pack it in jars and boil the
jars - that nade good sandw ches and stews and neat and
gravy.

D d you ever nake any jerky?

Yes, they made jerky and they put down the pork for hans
and t hi ngs.

How di d they nmake their ham and bacon?

They'd cure it for a few days and then they'd rub it with
salt.

Now, how do you cure it?
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Just keep it cool so that it gets a little bit tender. And
then they'd rub it with sugar and salt solutions and wap
it tight. They mght have to repeat that process a tine or
t wo.

D d you do any snoki ng?

Yes, they used to snoke sone of it.

And then in the warner seasons you woul d get a veni son?

A small one, so that we could use it before it spoil ed.

Dd you share food with other people in the area, or how
did that work?

Yes, | think people were always willing to share food. I
know Mot her never |et anybody | eave wi thout a neal, because
it was too far to a restaurant. And | think that as |ong
as we were in touch with the people in Eagle Valley and
Rose Valley we used to trade half a beef or sonething |ike
t hat .

Now where was Rose Val |l ey?

Rose Valley's just bel ow here - just the next

But the teachers didn't take their neals with you, did
t hey?

No. They used to get vegetables and neat fromus and then
cook it for thensel ves.

Do you think it was a lonesone life for the teachers?

| think it was. | didn't realize it at the tinme, but |'ve
read sone of their nenoirs since then. M. More said he
was so di scouraged he was tenpted to quit.

Is that right? Even though he had his wife w th hin®

He had his wife and his famly with him and there was
another famly living there at the tine. It wasn't as
isolated as it mght have been. But he said he was so
di scouraged for a while.

He had a car | think, didn't he?

Yes, he had a car. Sonetinmes the roads wouldn't be
passable for him

D d people get out much, or did you just stay there all of
the tine?

In the wintertime ny parents would lay in extra food, they
pl anned on being snowed in for a while in the winter. But
we went out quite a bit in the summertinme. M/ dad used to
pl ay on a baseball team

How many other people were there living in the vicinity of
Fay and Deerlodge at this tine?

The last of the famlies noved away from Fay before |
started to school .

So there was nobody in Fay by the tinme you started .

Not permanent residents. There were people who would cone
in and work the mne, work the mll. 1In fact, just before
Wrld War |l there was a man who canme in and set up a
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little mll and operated it for a while, but they weren't
per manent people, they were just there to work the m ne.
[ They had] kind of tenporary living quarters.

RM And there were no mners or permanent residents in
Deer | odge?

HH  There was one old German bachelor who lived right next to
us, Wlliam Brown. He worked a silver mne that was bel ow
Gold Bug, and he lived there. He was living there as far
back as | can renenber. He was one pernmanent nei ghbor.

RM He probably didn't get much, did he?

HH  No.

RM Do you renenber the nane of his mne?

HH | think at the tinme he operated it they called it the
| nt er ocean. But it changed nanes. It was one of those
mnes that wasn't patented. Wen they relocated it
sonebody else would give it a new nanme. But to himit was
the Interocean. And it was rather interesting - he was in
contact with sone people who wanted to lease it and he
didn't read or wite. These people brought hima | ease and
he | ooked it over, he couldn't read it. But he put his X
on it and then he brought it to ny dad to have himlook it
over. It turned out that he'd | eased his mne for 99 years
and they weren't going to pay hi manything.

RM  They cheated hin?

HH  They cheated him

RM  So what happened?

HH MW dad said, "Wll, don't worry about it. W can
straighten this out. W'Ill have to wait till next July."
That's when the assessnent work had to be done. He said
"I'f they're not on the property next July, why, we'll
relocate it." So that's what they did.

So M. Brown was getting a little old and a little

di scouraged and he said, "Wll, if you'll do that for ne I'l

give it to you when | die. In the neantinme you can be ny

partners."” So ny dad owned it for quite a long tine.

RM Is it still inthe famly?

HH  No. When ny parents noved to Idaho he sold it to Dee
Burgess, and as far as | know Dee Burgess is still doing

t he assessnent work.

RM  So your fol ks noved out at the end?

HH  Yes. It reached the point where the range was being
limted and there'd been a drought and not very mnuch water
- not enough water to support
When was that ?

HH In the '"50s - '59, | think, is the last year they were
here.
| see. So when your grandfather started the ranch you

could just go out and graze your cattle - you didn't have
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to go through a lot of bureaucracy and rignmarole and
ever yt hi ng.

HH The Taylor Gazing [Act] came in the early '30s and then
they limted the range and started assigning portions of it
and assessed the amount of cattle that were on it.

RM And that hurt you, didn't it?

HH  That hurt everybody because . . . well, you can |ook out
over the country and see that a cow needs quite a bit of
land to gather a neal off.

RM Yes. So that kind of cut back on the ranching?

HH  Yes.

RM Were there other ranchers in Deerl odge besides your famly?

HH  There were other people who grazed up in that area - up in
O« Valley and over around the Panaca area. And there was
FI i nspachs.

RM Oh, Vera? Yes, we talked to Vera.

HH  You interviewed Vera. She lived on a ranch that's just
over the mountains and into Wah above Mdena. The
Fl i nspachs shared range with ny dad. And Dee Burgess had
bought a little ranch and he shared range with ny dad. I
guess you could say people in Dry Valley did, too. They'd
raised up the canyon. So there were quite a few places
that were [operating then].
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CHAPTER THREE

So you went to school for 8 years at Deerlodge in the
famly school there. And then what did you do for high
school ?
W went to Panaca for high school. W had to board with a
famly there, and we boarded with M. and Ms. Bert Price
They were friends, and they had grown up in the sane area
that ny nother had. They were from St. GCeorge and
Enterprise, in that area, and they had noved to Pioche and
Panaca so he could work in the mnes. He was working in
the mnes up there and it was alnost like living with our
own famly because we knew them well and they knew ny
parents. W stayed with the famly and ny sister and |
shared a bedroom
Dd you like going to school in Panaca?

Yes, | |iked Panaca. It was a good sized school for people
comng froma rural area like we were. And we didn't find
that we'd been cheated at all on our grade school - we were

able to just conpete with everybody there.

Dd you have homework when you were going to school in
Deer | odge?

No, | don't renenber taking work hone. Ve did it all
pretty much, in class - unless we had a poemto nenorize or
sonet hi ng

And you went to school 4 years in Panaca?

Yes.

D d you go home weekends, or how often did you go hone?

W went hone weekends when the weather [allowed].
Sonetinmes in the wintertinme we'd have to stay down.

D d you always | ook forward to goi ng hone?

Oh yes. W always did.

Dd you feel sad when you had to | eave hone and go back to
school ?

W never really wanted to | eave.

And you al ways | ooked forward to goi ng hone?

Yes, we liked it at the ranch better than we did in town.

| wanted to ask you what kind of social life there was
anong the people living in that area? Ws there nmuch at
all?

Not very much. They used to have sone dances here in Eagle
Val | ey. Maybe you saw the town hall over there.

Yes.

They used to have a Christnmas party and a dance or a
Hal | oneen dance and they had their own neetings there -
their church neetings. And we used to, as a group, go for
a picnic or a hike or sonething like that. Then we used to
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neet, sonetinmes, in the evening and have chili beans or
hanbur ger s.

The peopl e in Deerl odge?

Yes, the people who were living there.

How did people spend their evenings then wth no
electricity, radio or TV or anything?

W read a ot - books were our treasures. W also used to
pl ay board ganes |ike backgammon and Checkers and we pl ayed
cards.

What ki nd of card ganes did you play?

Solitaire - Dad used to play lots of solitaire. And |
pl ayed sone solitaire. And we played hearts, and rummy.
(I should be able to renenber nore, but they would be that
type of gane.)

What ki nd of toys did you kids have?

W had a wagon and a tricycle and dolls, carpenter tools
dol | houses and [so on].

What was your first experience wth radio?

| can renmenber when Dad got the first radio we ever had,

and he told us that we could hear people talking. It was
just a little table nodel and it had sulfuric acid
batteries that it operated on. W were living at canp at
that tine - | would have been about 6 or 7 years ol d.

Do you renenber any prograns you |listened to?

"Amos and Andy" is one | renenber.

Do you recall where the stations cane fronf

Maybe from Salt Lake, maybe from as far away as Denver, or
maybe San Franci sco or L. A

Was it station KSL in Salt Lake?

| think that woul d have been the first one we got.

So you listened to "Anos and Andy?"

Yes. And later on the "Lone Ranger." | renenber ny
brothers liked the "Lone Ranger."” | don't really renmenber
many of the others.

What about newspapers? D d you get newspapers there any
tinme?

Yes. W got the Salt Lake paper, the Tribune. My dad
usual |y took the Tribune and got it whenever he coul d.

Wuld it be nmailed in, or would he buy it when he went to
Modena?

Sonetimes he had a subscription and it'd be all piled up at
t he post office.

Ddthe famly subscribe to any nagazines that you recall?
Yes. | renenber the National Geographic going back quite a
long ways in our famly. And it seens |ike Mther had CGood
Housekeeping and Colliers and Saturday Evening Post, those
ol der nagazi nes.
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There were no tel ephones or anything, were there? How did
you communi cate w th peopl e?

Vell, we did have a tel ephone part of the tine. It was
rat her surprising. There was an old tel ephone line from
State Line over the nmountain to Deerlodge before there was
much of a town at Deerl odge. After Deerlodge shut down
they took the tel ephone to Mbdena. And then ny dad built
an extension from the ranch to Fay, and we wused that
t el ephone when | was young. So we did have a connection
out. And then later on, when they put Boul der [Dan] power
over to CGold Springs, they put a telephone wire on the
power |ine. So we had that later on. So we had a
t el ephone nost of the tine.

Then the power they brought in was com ng from Boul der Danf®
It was probably in the '30s that we got that power up here.

Dd that nake a big difference there?

It didn't nmake nmuch difference. Gold Springs thought they
had enough ore and so forth that they could operate kind of
big tine, but the war canme along quite soon after that and
they shut the power down and sonebody stole the tel ephone
wire. After they stole the wire ny parents didn't have a
phone for quite a nunber of years. Then they hooked onto
the Pioche/Eagle Valley line [ater on.

Is that right? Before the power cane in did they use
ker osene | anps?

Kerosene lanps, and ny dad had a little gasoline engine
t hat generated sone power. He bought that after the Second
Wrld War. Up to that tine we just had kerosene |ights.

Oh, | thought Boul der Dam power cane in, in the '30s.

Vell, we maght have had that little generator about the
time the power did cone in, because | know it was after the
war before Dad wired the house. W had electricity from
generator power. Dad never hooked onto the power |ine that
went over to Fay.

The road has always been dirt in Deerlodge, hasn't it?

Yes. The county used to run the grader out - when there
were people living there they used to grade it about once a
year. But now that there isn't anyone living there . :
well, there's a man who | eases and sonetines he takes his
own equi pnrent out. But otherwise it's 4-wheel drive.

What do Fay and Deerl odge | ook |ike now?

There's hardly anything left at Fay. | don't Dbelieve
there's a single building left there.

Are there any old head frames fromthe m ne?

It mght be that the tinbers for the mll and the head
frame fromthe mne mght still be there. 1It's been quite
a while since |'ve been there. At Deerlodge there's a
little cluster of Iog houses, and ny grandparents' hone and
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nmy father's hone are still standing. They're just shells -
[the town] has been badly vandalized. No one's been living

there. There are still a few fences. Sone people have it

| eased and they take horses up there to hunt in the fall.

They have little pieces of grass that they keep their

horses in. And nobody has cattle up there, [although] the

| easer mght bring in a few head of cattle and keep them

right in close to the water. There isn't anyone living

t here. There hasn't been anyone living there since ny

parents noved away in '59. The nman who bought the ranch in

"59 tried to keep a watchman out there, but

Is there any mning activity going on there?

Not now. Just before Wrld War 11 started they built a

little mll at Fay and there were a few nen working there.
But when the war started they couldn't get explosives or

steal or anything to go on with it so they closed it down.
They were punping water, too, out of the bottom of that

shaft and that nmade it expensive.

So the mnes haven't operated since Wrld Var 117?

| don't think so.

Is there any ore left there, do you think?

| guess maybe there would be sonme, because the mning

conpani es keep holding onto it. There's a m ning conpany

from Salt Lake Gty that conmes every year and does the

assessnment work and a little geology project, they' ve done

some drilling. They claim that they' ve blocked out sone

ore, but they say it's not worthwhile to take it out.
[It's too] broken up.

Wien was the last tine you went back to Deerl odge?

Ch, we go up and pick pine nuts up there and we have a
little cenetery there.

Are your fol ks buried there?

Yes. So we try to keep the cenetery up. There's a little
bit of water there - a little spring. And we kind of watch

to see that people are not carrying it all away. Because

t hey have done that. They' ve done a |ot of danmage. Ve
gathered fruit up there this fall, too - apples and pears.
Fromthe trees that had originally been planted there?

Yes. The man who has the |ease usually puts what water

there is right into the yard. And that's the original town
street.

Does he have it |eased fromyou?

He |l eases it fromthe Taylors, who bought the ranch.

Are there a lot of fruit trees there?

Not a lot. There's a crabapple and one summer apple and a
pear tree, but they are still thriving. And we gathered
wild elderberries and wild chokecherries in the canyon | ast
fall.
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Wien you were a kid did you pick a lot of pine nuts? Ws
pi ne nut picking inportant?
Yes. W used to pick lots of pine nuts, when there were
nuts. W'd store them and roast themin the oven and have
themfor a treat in the evening.
Were any Indians living there when you were grow ng up?
There weren't any Indians living there, but there was a
group of Indians that cane from St. CGeorge every fall if
there were nuts. (They'd gather nuts.) They were
acquainted with the area and they never bothered anything.
They always asked ny father if they could canp - they had
a place where they liked to canp by the spring that was

above the trail. They'd be there for several weeks during
the fall and gather their nuts. They canme there every
year, | remenber them com ng back.

| imagi ne they were Pai utes.

| imagine they were. There are quite a few Indian

artifacts [in the area], arrowheads and so on and so forth.
Dd you used to find a | ot of arrowheads?

Quite a few

Are there any old Indian ruins or anything?

Not hi ng per manent . And we don't know of any graves or
anything like that. W think that the Indians that were
there were probably just hunters and they gathered their
pine nuts and laid in a store of venison and they were
probably just there for the sumrer.

Was there a | ot of gane there?

There used to be a |l ot of deer, but there isn't any nore.
Way not ?

| think they just hunted them out. There hasn't been very
much water or feed.

Are there many rabbits?

There are lots of rabbits. W used to eat rabbits when |
was younger. And then as we got older they began to tel
us that we could get sick eating jack rabbits.

Yes, we used to call it rabbit fever.
Yes, that's what we called it.
W still used to get the young cottontails once in a while.

Yes, they used to say the cottontails were K

That's what they used to tell us, but ny father and nother

kind of shied away from them after they knew that they'd

been si ck.

D d you keep dogs and cats?

W had cats - we had a pet cat. And sonetinmes we had a

dog, but we didn't keep dogs all the tine. My dad didn't

|i ke the dogs around the cattle. He just wasn't a dog nan.
But ny brothers had a pet dot off and on.

What kind of cattle did you keep?
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Her ef or ds.

And you say you were running about 400 head or so?

Yes, |I'd say that would be about average. And we used to
keep one or two pigs and we'd butcher themin the fall for
fall neat.

And how about sheep?

No. W used to get a stray lanb once in a while, but we
didn't keep sheep.

How about chi ckens?

W al ways has sone chickens, and we had a mlk cow.

What were the things that you grew in your garden?

Vell, we used to grow cool weather vegetables - carrots and
cabbage and beets and peas and radi shes and green beans -
and we could grow corn if we planted quick devel oping corn
and got it in there.

It's a short season up there.

It's a short season. They used to say from the 10th of
June till Labor Day.

Is that right? That's short.

But we had potatoes and they were our nainstay. Then we

used to grow wnter squash - that was a real good
veget abl e.

D d you cel ebrate many hol i days?

W had Christmases and Easters and . . . yes, we observed
the holidays with the famly. Lots of times we'd picnic on
Easter -it was spring then and we'd get out. I remenber

lots of Easter picnics. And then we'd just have Christnas
at hone with our own famly.

D d you have a tree?

W always had a tree that we decorated, and we exchanged
gifts.

Did you just go out inthe hills and cut a tree?

Yes. W usually had one picked out by the tine Christnas
cane.

What did you decorate it wth?

Vell, we had sonme store ornanents. As far back as | can
renmenber we had colored balls that were from the store
And we used to have wax candles in little holders and we'd
make strings, sonetimes, of beads or sonething |ike that,
and we had sone tinsel.

It was the old lead tinsel, wasn't it?

Yes - ropes of tinsel. And nost of our gifts were
handnmade. | renenber a little kitchen cupboard that ny dad
made for our playhouse. And then Mdther would sew - she
did a lot of sewing -so I'd usually have a new dress.

D d she make all you kids's clothes?

She di d.
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That was a big job, nmaking clothes for all those Kkids,

wasn't it?

It was a big job. She used to even nake the boys' shirts.
She was a good seanstress. Up through high school she
made our cl ot hes.

D d nost of the kids in Panaca wear honenade cl ot hes?

Yes, | think so. | know | didn't feel out of place in ny
cl ot hes.

Where woul d she buy her material ?

She would buy it in Mdena at the general store or in
Enterprise - there was a general store there - or in
Pi oche.

How bi g was Mbdena in those days?

Modena wasn't very big, probably about like it is now W
used to send away to Sears, Roebuck and Mont gonery, too.

Was that a big thing?

It was quite a big thing.

D d you spend a ot of time going through the catal ogs?

Ch, lots of tine. | think everybody did in those days -

that was what they called the "w sh book."

[chuckles] Yes. D d you celebrate the Fourth of July?
Fourth of July we alnost always went to Enterprise. They
had a rodeo and children's ganes and races and ny dad
pl ayed baseball (he was on a baseball team. W visited ny
nmother's famly on Fourth of July.

And what about Menorial Day?

| don't renenber that being a holiday. | think our schoo
was usually out by then, so it wouldn't have been a school
hol i day.

What about birt hdays?

Ch, we had a birthday cake and we usually had gifts from
the other nenbers of the famly, or at |east one.

What would be a typical gift you would get for your
bi rt hday?

Ch, a new dress, or nmaybe mttens and a cap or sonething
like that. Sonething Mther had nade, nostly.

And, of course, she'd nade the cake, too.

Yes, she nade the cake, and ice cream

The ice creamwould be in the winter?

Yes, that would be in the wintertine.

You didn't have an ice house, did you?

No. W had what we called a neat house. It was nade out
of ties and it was built so that it circulated air from
bel ow the ground up through it. It was a cooler room for

meat. But we didn't have any ice.

D d you cel ebrate your parents' birthdays, too?
Yes, we did.

What woul d you kids get your parents?
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Mot her a new piece of cloth for sonething she could nake

for herself. As we got a little older and a little nore

sophi sticated | renenber we bought her a set of dishes, and

maybe a dress that was al ready nade.

What about Thanksgi ving? Was that a day of significance?

W al ways had a nice dinner on Thanksgi vi ng.

It wouldn't have been a turkey dinner though, would it?

No, it was wusually roast chicken. And we always asked

anyone in who was in the area. M. Brown used to always

have holiday dinners wth us. And we'd ask whoever was

teaching at that tine.

RM Now, you went to Panaca and graduated from high school
there. Then what happened?

212

HH | went to the University of Nevada and finished one year of
normal school. W could do that then.

RM  What is normal school ?

HH It was a teacher's course. It was just one year the first
year that | went. And then, later on, it was 2 years. Now
| think it is 4 years. | went one year and then | taught
school down at Henry's ranch below Elgin in the Rainbow
Canyon.

RM That's in Lincoln County, isn't it?

HH That's in Lincoln County. Elgin is on the railroad that
goes down through that steep MII Canyon. There was a
little ranch school down there and | taught there one year
and made $1000. And that was a | ot of noney.

RM And that was in the late ' 30s?

HH It was in '39 and ' 40.

RM How did you like it up at Reno? Was that a shock, going

fromPanaca to . . . ?

HH That was quite a change, but | liked it. | renenber |
enjoyed it alot. And | liked the school. I really liked
going to school. That was a treat for ne. | went to Reno

in'38 and '39 and then | taught the next year and then the
followng year | went back and finished the 2-year course.
That woul d have been '40 and '41, | guess.
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How did you |ike your first year of teaching?

| liked it. It was very informal. W had our curricul um
of course, all set up and we had to keep regular hours.
But actually, the school situation was very informal. I

had about 7 students, | guess.

Was Henry's ranch a big ranch?

It wasn't a very big ranch. It was a famly - father and
son - and they had cattle that they put out on the range
down around Delamar. It wasn't very many years after that,
that the railroad and the governnent bought them out
because it flooded so badly down in that little narrow
canyon. They just decided they didn't want to be

responsible for people living there so they closed it.
There's a pretty good road down through there now, | think.
D d you go hone nuch that year?

No, not very much. It was quite a ways down in there and
when that road was out, it was really out. About the only
way you could get back and forth was on the train. | just
stayed there nost of the wnter. O course, when the
weat her got better and the roads were better, then I'd cone
out.

What was it |like? You d gone to a school |ike that and now
you were teaching in one.

Yes. It wasn't that much different from the school that
|'d been in.

Do you keep track of any of the students that you had
t here?

I'm nnot in touch wth any of them now | net one of the
ol der boys later on when | went back to college and he was
in coll ege.

So you spent one year there and then you went back and
finished up at Reno? Wat did you do then?
| taught second grade for 2 years in the Pioche grade

school, and then | joined the service. | was in the arny 3
years.

Is that right? Wat year did you join?

Forty-three. I got in the air force when it was an
auxiliary to the arny. | did radio control tower work - on

t he m crophone.

What nmade you join the service?

| don't know. | think ny parents were quite dismayed. But

| made up ny mnd on ny omn that . . . well, for one thing,

| wanted to go back and finish school (I finished the
normal course but | didn't . . . ), and they had prom sed
us we'd have noney for school if we joined. | guess | was
| ooking for sonething a little different.

Hel en Hackett 27



Wiere did they station you?

| was stationed at South Ridge Field in Mchigan after |
was trained.

Is that right? So you were a |ong ways from hone.

Ch yes.

Was that a big adjustnent at all?

Yes, it was. O course, I'd been away to Reno, but this
was farther away and | didn't get honme very often. | think
| had 2 furloughs during the 3 years.

Were you in Mchigan all 3 years?

| was after | was trained. | trained basic training in
Loui siana and then I went to radio school in New Jersey and
at Chinook Field in Illinois. And I went to tower schoo

at Freeman Field in Indiana, and that took up about 9

months. So kind of late in the first year | was assigned

to South R dge and | was there. essentially, 2 years -

South Ridge Field, Mchigan.

So you got there as the war was getting over.

Yes, it was pretty well over. A lot of the pilots who were

being trained then were French pilots and replacenents for

our pilots overseas.

| see. And then what did you do after you got out of the

arny air corps?

| went back to school in Reno.

And did you finish?

| finished that tinme. That was in '48.

What did you get your degree in?

In history and English with a mnor in education. Then I

cane back and taught in Panaca in the high school for about

9 years. And then | went to Mneral County and taught at

Hawt hor ne.

What nade you go over to Hawt horne?

Vell, I'd been up to summer school during that summer and |

met the assistant superintendent from Hawthorne (I can't

renmenber his nanme right now and he offered nme a job. And
| knew him through classes and so forth at the university.
| knew ny parents were thinking about noving away, so |

took that job.

Ddyou find it sad when they noved away?

Yes.

Yes. And you probably wanted to get out of the area,
didn't you?

Yes. |'d like to have had them stay but |I felt | couldn't

really support them and ny dad was getting too old to
handl e the cattle by hinself. And ny brother just didn't
feel that there was enough range . . . he was working for
BLM at the tinme so he knew what [the governnent's] plans
wer e.
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What were their plans?

They just planned on closing the range to the cattle.

What was their reason?

They t hought that they were overgrazing it and abusing it.
Oh, | see. So they were cutting down.

And there were a |lot of people putting pressure on them for
letting the ranchers use the public land. There's a |ot of
that kind of sentinent right now.

| think they're going to nake them get the cattle off the
range eventual ly, don't you?

They are. Like ny brother said, he could see it com ng.
He said, "I don't know how long it'll be, but they're just
going to cut you down a little bit every year."

So you just kind of cleared out of the country and went
over to Hawt horne?

Yes. | went there and then | spent sone tinme in Oregon. |
went back to school and got a masters [degree] in science.
How | ong did you stay in Haw horne?

Three years.

D d you i ke Hawt hor ne?

Not very well.

Why ?

Vell, it seened kind of desolate - desert and w ndy and
sandy.

There are not as nmany trees as here, are there?

No, no trees. It was pretty barren. There were munitions
dunps there at that time, and a lady | rented from worked
out at the Babbit, [out at] Hawthorne. | rented a bedroom
from her and cooked in her kitchen. | didn't have, really,
very satisfactory arrangenents. |'d rather have had an

apartnent than by [nysel f].

Sure. You couldn't find an apartnent?

Vell, | felt | couldn't afford one. There weren't very
many avail abl e anyway.

What were they paying you at Hawt hor ne?

| don't renenber what | nade at Hawt horne. The first year
| taught at the high school | nade $2700. By the tine |
went to Mneral County | don't remenber what | was naking,
but I knew that | had to pay all ny own way, you see. And
there weren't very nmany places available to rent anyway.
What were you teaching at Hawt hor ne?

| taught science. | did ny degree in history and English
but nost of the tine |I taught science.

Is that right? And then you stayed there 3 years. What
year did you go to Hawt hor ne?

| was at Hawt horne '57, '58 and '59. And then | got into a
National Science Foundation program and | did one summer

Hel en Hackett 29



212

212

212

212

RM
HH:
RM
HH:

school and an academc year at Corvallis, Oegon - that's
Oregon State.

Then you had a nmasters [degree], right?

| had a masters in science.

And t hen where did you go?

To Yerington. | was in Yerington for 5 years, teaching
hi gh school science - '65 through '68. I liked Yerington
better than | did Hawt horne, but | was tired of teaching by
then. | didn't teach after that.

So in '68 you quit teaching?

Yes. In '68 they changed the law so that if you had 20
years in service you had a vested interest in the
retirement [progranj. | retired fromteaching. M parents

were in |daho.

Where in | daho?

They |ived at Payette.

Wiere is that?

It's a little towm just across the river from Ontario,
O egon. | got a job in Twin Falls with a sugar conpany
doi ng chem stry.

What ki nd of chem stry?

Sugar and all of the inpurities in the sugar.

You would do an analysis of the inpurities in sugar to nmake
sure the sugar was pure?

Ri ght. To see where they were renoving the inpurities -
we'd follow it through the mlls. W did sone trouble-
shooting and some investigating.

But it was sugar beets, right?

Yes.

What conpany was it?

Amal gamat ed Sugar. They had factories in lIdaho and U ah

and O egon. I was assigned to Twin Falls but | worked
wherever they needed research done. It was good work. I
liked that better than teaching. | was glad | was able to
get intoit.

What was it about teaching that you didn't |ike?

| just kind of wore out after a while. It wasn't that easy
for nme anynore.

Was it discipline problens, or . ?

| think so. Alot of it was. Tﬁey Iét down a lot of rules
and the students kind of challenged you about what their
rights were and they didn't have a lot of respect for rules

or people who tried to enforce them | think a lot of
peopl e got kind of disillusioned with teaching.

Yes, | taught al so.

Ch, did you?

| taught in college and | have no desire to teach.
| just decided it wasn't worth it.

Hel en Hackett 30



T2

F21232521£2%2

How | ong did you work with the sugar conpany?

About 9 years.

So then you retired fromthat?

Yes. M/ parents reached the point where they needed
sonebody to live with them

By then your father was deceased, wasn't he?

No. M father lived to be about 89 years old. He was not

very well. He had Parkinson's disease.

| see. And he was still living in |daho?

He was still living in Idaho. W debated about novi ng back
here and he said, "No, we're just as well off." And they

were. They had good doctors and there was a nursing hone
he could use when he needed to. W didn't use it all the
time, but if things kind of got out of control | could put
himin the nursing hone for a while.

What year did you quit the sugar conpany?

Let's see, | worked for the sugar conpany w nters,
sonetines, after I'd. . . "76 or '77, | think.

And then you went to taking care of your famly?

Yes.

How | ong did you do that?

Till '85.

When did your father pass on?

M/ father died in 1981.

And then when did your nother die?

M/ nother died in 1985.

So you stayed on with her in Idaho?

Yes. nce again we debated whether we'd cone back.

Way didn't you?

Vell, | think that if the ranch would have been avail abl e
we probably would have - it was the ranch that woul d have
attracted hi m back. | talked to Modther about com ng back
to Caliente where it would be a little warnmer and it would
be close to the hospital. But she said we'd have to nove
into a real small apartnment and she'd have to give up her
furniture and things.

She just didn't want to.

She was tired. She was sick and tired. She just didn't
want to nove

So when did you nove back here?

| started comng back here the year that Mther died. W

brought her back for burial. And | rented down in the
valley - Betty Francis's house. The one | told you had
been our teacher. She wanted to spend nore tine in Las

Vegas. She was living there alone and she was getting a
little old to [be alone], so she rented her house to ne for
2 years while | got a piece of land and built this one.
And then 3 years ago this fall | noved in.
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How do you like it here?

| really like it.

Do you?

A lot of people think it's isolated but it's really not. |
mean, we have nei ghbors cl oser than we used to have. And |
know nost of the people here. And nost of the famlies
have stayed here - famlies that | knew before | left are
still here.

You've had a very varied career, haven't you? You' ve |ived
inalot of places and done a | ot of things.

Yes. | have noved around a |ot.

And you never narried?

No.

M Cr acken: Dd they have the Mrnon church in all the
pl aces that you' ve |ived?

Vell, vyes. The Mornon church is quite prevalent in this

area especially, because the early settlers were Mornons.

| wanted to ask you: Were you raised as a Mornon? Wth
your father not Mrnon and your
nother a Mrnon, how did that
wor k out ?

Vell, we were baptized in the Mornmon church, but we really

weren't raised in it |like nost Mornon people are.

So you're not really an active participant in the church?

No. | guess sone of it wore off fromny nother's famly.

What do they call it - Jack Mornon?

They call us Jack Mornons. That's inactive Mrnons. The

people from the Mrnon church visit here and they always

ask ne to cone to church. | think that their mssionis to

encourage us to cone back into the church. | tell them |

grew up wi thout being acquainted with the church.

Are your brothers and sisters the sane?

They're all pretty nuch the sane. M/ younger sister, Mry,

takes part nore than any of the rest of us.

Dd your nother kind of drift away after she married your

fat her?

Yes, she did. She used to try to go back for a neeting

once in a while and, of course, [she attended] their

funeral services and things like that. She never was an

active nenber after she got married. It was just too far

out there, 40 mles on the dirt road.

What nmade you select Eagle Valley as opposed to the other

valleys and all that you' ve lived in, in the area?

| always |iked Eagle Valley. I always thought it was a

pretty place. And, as | say, | knew the famlies here

And it just happened that they opened up this piece of

ground for houses.

Was it governnent |land or was it privately owned?
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It was privately owned but they just hadn't used it.

They subdivided it?

They are subdividing it.

You couldn't ask for a nore beautiful |ocation.

No, you couldn't. | was delighted when they told ne they'd
sell me a piece of it.

D d your brothers and sisters stay in the area?

No. I'mthe only one that's here now Two of ny brothers
died in the war. The younger brother lives at Verdi. He
was at the University of Nevada for a year wth the
extension service and he finished his career wth the
university. Wen he was 60, anyway, they retired him He

still does sone consulting work. He was in range
managenent. And | have a sister - the sister next younger
than | lives in Houston, Mssouri. She and her husband

noved back there about 1970 or so - maybe later than that.
Anyway, they've been back there quite a while. And ny
youngest sister is here with ne nost of the tinme. She and
her husband retired. They had a hone in Lovel ock, but
they're here nost of the tine.

They're here with you in your house?

Yes.
That' s ni ce.
They helped ne build the house. In fact ny brother-in-Ilaw

and his brother built it.

They did a beautiful job.

They did a good job.

Where did your 2 brothers die in the war - what theaters of
action?

M/ oldest brother was in Sicily. He went through the
African canpaign and was killed in Sicily. And ny youngest
brother just finished college and was in training wth an
engineering group in Oegon and he accidentally drowned.
They were building floating bridges.

Oh. It nust have been a terrible loss for your famly.

Ch yes.

Are there any things that you recall about life in Fay and
Eagl e Valley that we haven't touched on?

Vell, | think life in Fay was centered around the m ne

And | think that nost of the people were there just for the
mne and they didn't take up any permanent residence
afterwards. Eagle Valley was settled by Mrnon pioneers.
They were farnmers and they had their cattle and farm
animal s and gardens and they raised their own hay, and they
sold sone fruit and vegetables - what was excess for them
They even went as far as Deerlodge and Fay and peddl ed
their fruits and vegetabl es. So they had big gardens and
that suppl enented their incones. The people who are here
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in Eagle Valley now either are doing sone farmng and
ranching, or they have just maintained the old hones and
are working in Pioche.

Wre the people in Fay and Deerlodge Mrnons who were
comng over and working in the winters, or were they just
regular mners who drifted on to other places?

| think [they were] mners who were drifting around. I
t hi nk nmaybe sone of the Mrnon people would have gone out
to Fay, for instance, and worked through a summer or
sonething like that, but . . .

But it was nore of a boom and-bust mning canp type thing
where they cane in for the mne and then they were gone
when the m nes faded?

Yes, | think so. Most of them were.

What is the el evation of Deerl odge?

Deerlodge is 7500 [feet]. It's 1000 or 1500 feet higher
t han here.

What do you recall of the winters out there as being
different than now? Wre the winters harder?

There used to be lots nore snow. W used to plan on being
snowed in every wnter. And sone of the springs that we
used to know are dry now.

There are springs that no | onger run out there?

That's right. Sone that we thought were pretty pernmanent.
Is that right? And they don't run now.

Not all of them Some of them do, but some of them dried
up before the folks left. Last August there was
practically no water to the old honesite.

Is that right? So your famly could hardly even operate a
ranch there now, could they?

No. Sonetinmes, just the last few years before ny parents
noved away - and that was one thing that nmade them nove
away - they didn't have water. They didn't have enough
water for the yard and a garden, and they didn't have
enough water for the cattle either.

Were were you getting the water? You were getting the
water fromthat spring on your ranch, weren't you?

My dad put in an undercurrent dam across the nain canyon
above the house - a concrete dam dug out to bedrock - and
poured the concrete to catch everything that cane down from
the canyon. He had that piped to the house.

How wi de was that canyon?

Probably about 20 feet. [He nmade the dam in] a narrow
pl ace in the canyon where the rocks cane right down to it.
|"d never heard of that. That's a neat idea. You go down
to bedrock and then damit and then do it that way?

Ri ght .

You cover it back up too, then, don't you?
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Yes.

You can't even see it.

No. The sedinment filled in around it and .

But the water is being held there.

Unl ess you know where it is, you wouldn't know it was .

But the water conmes up behind it. And if there's water,
there's water there.

And that damis still there?

Yes, the dam is still there. And there's another one

further down that he put in later. And then the origina
spring that | told you about - the Gay Mud Spring - stil
has water. But those are the only 2 that | think you could
depend on there being water.

They were the only 2 that were left to irrigate with. The
little spring that we have on the cenetery was runni ng just
a tiny pencil of water and it dried up in August. Then
when we got a few showers in the fall it cane back

What did it used to run when you were a young kid, do you
r emenber ?

Vell, it was piped down to the garden at that tinme and
Mother used it on the flower gardens right around the
house. And we used it at the house.

So the cenetery is not far fromyour old hone there?

No, just a short way - about 100 yards. It's [up] the
little side canyon

That's not just a famly cenetery, there are others there
too, aren't there?

Vll, there's one other man buried right close to ny famly
- M. Adans, father-in-law of Fred Trennam And there is
still another man buried up in the canyon where | told you
they'd started a little mll in the Deerlodge Canyon.
There's a grave on that spring where an old mner that
spent the winter up there alone is buried. The cowboys
called him Johnny Behind the Rock. But there wasn't a
community graveyard. The burials from Deerl odge went to
Fay and there is quite a big community cenetery at Fay.

Wen you wanted to bury vyour parents there did the
governnent give you a bad tine?

No, they really didn't. Nobody interfered. When ny
brothers' bodies cane hone fromthe war, they were escorted
by the governnent.

So they're interred there too?

Yes. O course, ny parents were living there then and they
owned the | and and nobody interfered.
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Helen, you were going to tell wus sonme things about
Prohi bition Springs - where is it, and what happened there?
Prohibition Springs was a winter canp that ny father had
for the cattle. He proved up on a piece of honestead |and
in about 1926. There was a small |log cabin there and he
took the cattle there to feed themin the wintertine.
Because it was too snowy and everything up at Deerl odge?
Yes. It was a better w nter canp. There was a spring
there that he devel oped so they had water, and they had one
or two |log cabins. And the rock formation was white
vol canic ash and the pictures you ve seen are this white
vol cani ¢ ash. If you drive from Eagle Valley to Mdena
you'll pass the field, and it's a big enclosed area that's
used for fall pasture. You won't see the cabins or the
rock formation, but you would see this big field that runs
along the side of the road to the UWah |ine.

But the famly didn't live dowmn there in the wnter.

W did for about 5 winters that it took for himto prove up
on it.

Wiere did you go to school then?

W went to school in Mdena.

Ch. So you didn't attend all 8 grades at Deerl odge?

W went to Deerlodge later than that. M ol der brother and

| went to Modena, at first. | went one year in Mdena.
So you woul d have been 7 when he noved there?
Vell, he mght have been there before then. But it was

war mer and nore open and cl oser to Mddena.

So he would just round themup and drive them down there?
Yes. He had this big field that he held themin, and when
the winter got bad he'd put hay out to them

Wiere did he get the hay?

He bought the hay nobstly from out on the desert toward

Enterprise.
That was expensive, wasn't it?
Yes, it was expensive. They didn't raise enough hay at

Deerl odge to wi nter themthrough

And you couldn't keep themon the range in the winter?
Vll, you could put them out on the range but they didn't
do very well.

It was just too much snow cover and not enough feed?

Too much snow. He especially had to feed the cows that
were going to calf. So the spring there was called
Prohi bition Spring.

Wiere did it get the nane?

| don't know.

Was it in Uah or Nevada?
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It was in Nevada and the fence runs to the Wah |ine.

But he honesteaded that?

He honesteaded it and one of ny uncles, Uncle Dutch Hall,
honest eaded beside him And then ny dad bought his
honest ead.

Dd they actually homestead, or did they get it under the
Desert Land Act?

|"m not sure about that. He always referred to it as a
honestead, but it m ght have been the Desert Land Act.

Dd he built a house there then for the famly and
everyt hi ng?

Yes. There's a 2-room log cabin there that he built and
there are sonme smaller buildings that he used for barns and
sheds.

Dd he sell that place in 1959 too0?

Yes. It was sold wth the rest of the ranch and the range
bet ween here and there.

D d you prefer that to Deerl odge?

No, not especially. It never seened as much |ike honme as
Deer | odge, but we always liked it there.

The winters were mlder there, weren't they?

It was mld and we Iiked to play on those rocks.
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