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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenmselves, oral history interview are not history. However,
they often contain valuable primary source material, as useful
in the process of historiography as the witten sources to which
hi storians have customarily turned. Verifying the accuracy of
all of the statements nmade in the course of an interview would
require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP s operating budget
permts. The program can vouch that the statenents were nade
but it cannot attest that they are free of error. Accordingly,
oral histories should be read wth the sanme prudence that the
reader exercises when consulting governnent records, newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other sources of historical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that are as
close to verbatim as possible, but sone alteration of the text
is generally both unavoi dable and desirable. Wen human speech
is captured in print the result can be a norass of tangled
syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences, sonetines
ver gi ng on incoherency. The type font contains no synbols for
t he physical gestures and the diverse vocal nodul ations that are
integral parts of comunication through speech. Experi ence
shows that totally verbatim transcripts are often largely
unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources expended in
their production. Wil e keeping alterations to a mninum the
LCTHP will, in preparing a text:

a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the
uhs, ahs and other noises with which speech is often
spri nkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress | anguage that woul d be confusing

to the reader in unaltered form

C. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in
its proper context;

d. encl ose in [brackets] explanatory information or words
that were not uttered but have been added to render
the text intelligible; and
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e. make every effort to correctly spell the nanes of al
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recogni zing that an occasi onal
word may be m sspell ed because no authoritative source
on its correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the close of the

Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United States
had been settled, ranches and farns developed, communities
established, and roads and railroads constructed. The mning

boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from newy
devel oped |odes, and the settlenment of nobst of the suitable
farm and, were but a nenory.

Al t hough Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation of
any map of the state fromthe |ate 1800s shows that nost of it
south of the 38th parallel remained largely unsettled, even
unmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in Lincoln
County in the attitudes, values, lifestyles, and nenories of
area residents. The frontier-like character of the area is al so
visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of the natural
environment, much of it essentially untouched by hunans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history reveals
variability fromtow to town: A fair anount of literature, for
i nstance, can be found covering Pioche fromits first newspaper,
beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present. Newspapers from
Del amar are available from 1892 to 1906 and Caliente from 1904
to 1868. In contrast, Panaca and Al ano never had newspapers of
record. Throughout their histories, all Li ncoln County
comunities received only spotty coverage in the newspapers of
ot her communities. Mst of the history of Lincoln County after
1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are still
l'iving.

Aware of Lincoln County's close ties to our nation's frontier
past and the scarcity of witten sources on local history
(especially after 1920), the Lincoln County Conmm ssioners
initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP). The
LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and preserve the
hi story of Lincoln County Nevada. The centerpiece of the LCTHP
is a set of interviews conducted with individuals who had

knowl edge of local history. Each interview was recorded,
transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the |anguage
and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al oral history

interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and bound and
archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special Collections in the
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James R Dickinson Library at the University of Nevada at Las
Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated throughout Nevada.

The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they form
a never-before-avail able conmposite of each comunity's life and
devel opnent . The collection of interviews for each community
can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the bouquet is
uni que--sone are large, others are small--yet each adds to the
total image. In sum the interviews provide a view of community
and county history that reveals the flow of life and events for
a part of Nevada that has heretofore been l|argely neglected by
hi stori ans.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by the
assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each commnity's
hi story. These pictures have been obtained from participants in
the oral history interviews and other present and past Lincoln
County residents. Conpl ete sets of the photographs have been
archived along with the oral histories. The oral interview and
witten sources served as the basis for histories of the major
communities in Lincoln County. These histories have al so been
ar chi ved.

The LCTHP is one conponent of the Lincoln County program to
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, which would be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncoln County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that nmay be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it will remain a source of interest for hundreds
possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-l1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

- - RDM
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This is Robert MGCacken speaking with Ralph Denton, Jim
Cottfredson, Alyce CGottfredson and El aine Eardensohn at Ralph
Denton's honme in Boulder Cty, Nevada, February 8, 1992.

CHAPTER ONE

RM |I'mtalking to Ralph Denton, Alyce CGottfredson and El aine
Dent on Ear densohn. W're going to be talking about the
history of Caliente from the perspective of the Denton
famly. Now, you're all cousins aren't you? Rel at ed
t hr ough whon?

Ral ph Dent on: Qur fathers A they were brothers.

RM OK Ralph, why don't you state your nane.

RD: M nane is Ral ph Lloyd Denton. My parents were Floyd H
Denton and Hazel Baker Denton.

RM  And when and where were you born?

RD: Caliente, Nevada, Septenber 8, 1925.

RM And Elaine, will you state your nane as it reads on your

birth certificate and your parents' nanes?

El ai ne Ear densohn: Daphne El aine Denton, daughter of J. Les
Denton and Hazel Foster Denton.

RM  And when and where were you born?

EE: Caliente, March 28, 1924.

RM And Alyce, would you state your nane, rank and serial

nunber? [ Laughter]

Alyce Cottfredson: I'm Alyce Jeannette Giffith GCottfredson,
born in Caliente March 3, 1935, and ny
parents were Mldred Denton Giffith and
CGeorge Edward Giffith. And George Edward
Giffith was froméEy.

RM | thought you said your fathers were brothers.

AG M nother was [El aine's] sister.

RM Oh, K You're a different generation, then.

AG Yes, the next generation.

RM K Wiere did the Dentons cone fron®

RD: They came from Waterl oo, Nebraska, which is a little town
just west of QOraha on the El khorn River.

RM And how was it they happened to be there? Wre they LDS?

RD: 1'll enphasize that by saying, Ch, god, no. [Laughter]

RM Were they farners there?

RD:  You know, | don't really know | don't think so. | was
always told, and | can't vouch for the accuracy of this,
that our grandfather Denton was a cattle buyer. | know at
one time he had a butcher shop operation in Waterloo. But
| know very little about him other than that.

RM Howdid the famly get to Caliente?

RD: Well, I"'mgoing to tell you what ny understanding is wth
the caveat that it's based upon stories that 1've heard

Ral ph Dent on 1



through the years without any really direct know edge of
it. The first nmenber of our famly, whose nanme was Janes
Denton, canme west with the Union Pacific Railroad, |'m
t ol d. He was either working for the railroad, or perhaps
he had the comm ssary contract to feed the workers on the
rail road. When they got out here and the road had been
conpleted into UWah and northern Nevada he didn't go back
to Nebraska. He stayed, and went on into Uah and becane
involved in the mning business with a man by the nane of
Codbey. Now, keep in mnd that ny father was very young
when he was brought to Nevada | ater on, and | sonetines may
doubt the accuracy of things that he told ne, because he
woul d've been in no position to have really known other
than through tales he heard as he was growing up in
Cal i ente.

Codbey, historically, is a significant figure in Uah and
in mning history. As | understand the story, Codbey was
in the mning business in Utah at a tinme when Bri gham Young
didn't want the Saints engaged in mning. Godbey had sone
difficulty with the church, as | wunderstand it, and was
excomuni cated. Again, | cannot vouch for the accuracy of
that statenment, but at any rate, our great-uncle Janes
becane associated in some way in mning in Wah wth M.
Codbey.

RM Do you know where in U ah?

RD: The mning operations in Wah then were up around Bi ngham
[ Canyon] and those areas. | have been told that he cane to
Nevada in | believe 1887, advancing the Godbey m ning

interest to the then boonmtown of Hamlton, in Wite Pine
County. There cane a tine then when he noved from Ham | ton
A and | don't knowif it was directly A to Pioche.

In checking the county recorder's office |ooking for early

Denton deeds (and | haven't had an opportunity to do it
t horoughly), the first deed I canme across with a Denton was
in 1896, | believe, and it was from Janes Denton and his

wife. The brothers had nmarried sisters. Janes' wife was
the sister of our grandnother. And the deed described [the
property] as being the Denton ranch, situated 14 mles
north and east of Pioche. In addition to conveying the
real property (that was the sole description of the deed)
it conveyed sonme cords of coke. Renenber, they used to use
coke in the mning operations. [t's ny understanding,
again based largely upon what would be referred to as
hearsay testinony, that [Geat-]Uncle Janes then noved from

Pioche to what is now known as Caliente. At the tine,
there was not a town there. It was a ranch, and | believe
the early maps show it identified as Qulverwell. He estab-
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RM
RD:

lished a stagecoach line, put his headquarters in what is
now Caliente, built a hotel

On the ranch, in effect?

VWl |, he acquired the |and sonewhere. If you're famliar
with Caliente, it would be right on the foot of what is now
called Denton Heights. And right where Denton Heights
joins the main street in Caliente A on that corner A was
the location of the old Denton Hotel. And he established a
stagecoach line that ran from Caliente up the canyon to
Modena, where the railroad ended. The stagecoach cane from
the end of the railroad, down that canyon to Caliente
From there, to Pioche, out to Delamar and to H ko. And
that essentially was his business.

Now, | understand that the next nenber of our famly who
cane to Nevada was Elaine's father, ny uncle Les [Geat-
Uncl e Janes's nephew]. | believe he cane in the mddle
1890s. | know that during the Spani sh- Ameri can War he went
into the arny. You mght recall, historically, that the
states set up units, so if you were joining the arny [from
Nevada] in those days, you joined the Nevada brigade, or
whatever they called it. He joined the Nevada brigade, and
| think went to Reno, where they forned units, and then
those units went out to different places. | never Kknew
whet her Uncle Les went on to Cuba or to the Philippines or
the war ended and he cane hone. But he was the second
menber of the famly to cone to Nevada.

What year was it when the original Denton set up the hote
in Caliente?

| have no idea. The old Denton hone in Pioche still
stands, and one tinme when | was up there a man by the nane
of Louis Scott, who lives in Pioche, took ne and showed it
to ne; he renenbered. But | don't know what year he noved
from Pioche dowmn to Caliente. | suspect that because of
t he conveyance of the ranch in 1896 it nust be about that
tinme.

Wiere was the ranch, again?

It was due north of Pioche. | talked to Gordon Col e about
it not too long ago (he is a Pioche resident), and gave him
the description, and he said he thought he knew what ranch
it is, but I don't know Wul d you have any idea, M.
Cottfredson?

Jim CGottfredson: | have a suspicion that it would be at the

RD:

base of WIson Muntain, and it's what has
been know as the Edgar Nores ranch.
Then, after ny uncle Les got here, Elaine's father, then ny
grandnother, Elaine's grandnother, came out to visit her
sister and her son. Her sister was narried to Janes. For
the sake of the record, our grandfather's nanme was Lew s.
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And |1'm not even sure what his full nanme was A ny brother
was naned Lewis WIlliam Denton |11, so | always thought ny
grandfather's nane was Lewis WIlliam yet when | went to
Nebraska a few years ago and | ooked up sone newspapers on
his death, | discovered that his mddle nane was WI son.
So I'm not sure whether our grandfather's nane was Lew s
WIlliam Denton or Lewis WIlson Denton. But at any rate, ny
grandnother and Elaine's grandnother had a sister out in
Nevada, and a son, Elaine's father [Les Denton], and she
cane out to visit her sister and her son, and brought her
baby with her, and that was ny father.

And hi s nane, again?

My father's nane was Fl oyd. Peopl e woul d know him by his
ni cknane, Babe. There were 8 kids in the famly. FEaine's
father was the ol dest and mne was the youngest. And nuch
to his chagrin, all his life they continued to call him
"Babe,"” and that offended him but there was nothing he
could do about that. But I think it affected his whole
life. At any rate, they never went back.

| see. Now what year woul d that have been?

That woul d' ve been either 1900 or 1901.

Could I nmake a comment on Babe Dent on?

Sure. Wiy don't you introduce yoursel f?

I'm Jim Cottfredson, a long-tine resident of Caliente, and
friend of the people that you're interviewing. Babe was a
very instrunental part of ny life as a young fell ow grow ng
up in Caliente. | always had the utnost respect for the
man. Wenever | called himBabe, it was in respect; it was
not in a derogatory sense at all.

K. As | was saying [our grandnother and ny father] stayed
out here. They mnust have gone back for visits; to what
extent they did, | don't know I"'mtold that the father
cane out once, stayed a little while, and ny dad just said
he didn't like it here and he went back [to Nebraska].
There were 8 kids in the famly, 4 boys and 4 girls. Al 4
boys wound up out here in Nevada with their nother, and all
4 girls stayed in Nebraska with their father, which to nme
has always been . . . 1'd give anything in the world to
know what went on in that famly. [Laughter]

D d they get a divorce?

No, they didn't get a divorce. As a matter of fact, when |
read ny grandfather's obituary in the Waterl oo, Nebraska,
paper, neither his wfe nor any of his sons canme to his
funeral. That was a tragedy that was expressed many tines
to ny father. The story said that Ms. Denton and other
menbers of the famly were on their way to Nebraska for a
visit, and they were in Denver on the train when they
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|earned of M. Denton's death so they just turned around
and went back. [Laughter]

That's interesting. So your father arrived in Caliente as
a small child in either 1900 or 1901.

Yes. | think it's 1900 because he always said that he was
9 years old when he cane there, and he was born in 1891.
Now, Elaine can tell you about [her father]. | would just

add to where we are now, for continuity's sake, that they
were followed by the other brothers, Lloyd and Lews
Dent on.

X, since he cane first, why don't you tell us what you
know, El ai ne?

| think Ral ph knows nore than | do, but he did work on a

tel egraph 1ine. He worked on the stagecoach with his
uncle, first, didn't he?
Ri ght .

He cane looking for his uncle, was ny understanding, and
got off the train and here's the sign [for the Denton stage
line]. So he worked with him and then |ater worked on the
tel egraph |ine.

Yes, as | understand it, when Western Union was constructed
in Nevada, linking some of the northern and southern part
of the state, he worked on the construction of the Wstern
Union line where he nmet a friend of his that was a friend
for life, Lester Burt.

Ri ght .

"Il add that if you'll look in the political history of
Nevada that's put out by the Secretary of State each year
that goes into back el ections, Uncle Janes Denton served in
the Nevada State Legislature from 1896 until 1909, either
as a senator or as an assenbl yman.

Representi ng what ?

Li ncol n County. Lincoln County and dark County in those

days, as you'll recall, was all one county up until 1909,
and Pioche was the county seat. After the counties were
divided, he was never in the |egislature again. I think

during that period of tinme there were one or two sessions
when he did not serve, having been defeated.

What do you know about the Denton Hotel ?

|"ve got sone early newspapers from 1903 and in that area,
and they show ads for the Denton Hotel and the subdivision
of Denton Heights A selling of the lots .

Was that the first subdivision in Caliente?

No, | would suspect that the first one was when the
railroad cane through. I would assune that the old
Caliente towmn site would ve been the first one after they
got the land fromthe CQulverwells.
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X, so the railroad got the first land, and then probably
Denton was the second, do you think?

| would think it was probably the second subdi vi si on.

And it was bought fromthe original ranchers.

| never checked title, so | don't know. It was up at the
east end of town, and he mght have even acquired title
directly fromthe governnent. M father told ne that when
he cane there, that whole valley was all neadow, except for
the Culverwell hone and what becane the Denton Hotel. And
the big channel that goes through town wasn't there, then
Where was the Cul verwell hone?

| assune where it is now The ranchers in those days
woul d' ve built houses on the high part so they'd have the
| evel part for cultivation.

As far as | know, Ralph, that's correct.

Do you have any of the old original plat maps or anything
fromthe Denton subdivision?

No. There's one thing that | think is significant from an
hi storical standpoint, insofar as it relates to the growh

of Caliente. Qur uncle Janmes gave to the county, the
uni ncorporated town of Caliente, its water system Those
wells . . . that land up above where they built the tanks.

My source of information on that conmes from an old
gentleman | knew when | was growng up in Caliente, Tom
D xon, who's dead. He told nme how nuch he admred ny

great-uncle Janes and how Janes had given the water system
to the town.

Wiere were the wells | ocated?

| have absolutely no idea. I would assune up near his
property sonepl ace.

You woul d' ve thought the railroad woul d have controlled the
wat er supply for the town.

Vell, the railroad did, to a large extent. Wen we were
kids, the railroad controlled everything. | don't know if
El ai ne renenbers, and |I'm not sure whether | renenber it or
was told it, but the railroad conpany generated the
electrical power. But it only went until 11:00 at night.
They didn't have power service all night long or all day
| ong, and what hours it was open, | don't know.

What tine did it conme on, do you know?

| have no idea. But | suspect that as far as the railroad
was concerned the water system probably served the
railroad's interest and whatever installations they had in
the way of honmes. | don't know, that would be interesting
to find out, because the city of Caliente has al ways owned
the water distribution systemin Caliente.

Do you know when your uncle Janes gave the town the water
syst en?
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RD: | have no nore idea than the man in the noon. | have no
recollection of him | think he died before Elaine and I
were born. Elaine's older sister knew him and our
grandnot her, and she was al so dead before Elaine and | were
bor n. Mldred, as far as | know, is the only one of our
generation of Dentons who knew the grandnot her.

Can we talk a little bit about what you know of your
fathers growing up in Caliente?

Sure, 1'd be delighted to tell you the things that |
remenber about ny father, again with the caveat that when
you tal k about soneone that's so close to you, you' re often
bi ased and do not get an objective view of history.

Oh, sure. That goes with the territory.

The outstanding character or quality that | remenber about
nmy father is his sense of hunor. |In those tough Depression
years, | don't think our famly would have survived as a
famly unit without his sense of hunor, because no nmatter
how tough things got A and believe ne, during the '30s they
got pretty tough fromtine to tine A there could be great
tenseness and tension and worry, even sone inter-famly
aninosity in the hone. But no matter how difficult it
becane, he'd think of sonething funny and the first thing
you know the whole famly would be laughing and it would
all be forgotten. The second quality | renenber very well
is his generosity A he was generous to a fault. The third
quality is optimsm You know, there's the old saying,
"Qptimsmsprings eternally in the prospector's heart."

Yes, right. [Laughter]

No matter how tough it was, we were convinced we were all
going to be mllionaires within 2 weeks. W were going to
strike the notherlode. [Laughter]

Was that a characteristic of nost people in town at that
time?

| don't think so. | don't think it's any different than it
IS now. Sone people take a look at a glass half full of
water and they'll see it half full and others wll see it
hal f enpty.

Another quality | renmenber about him A to what extent he
was influenced by ny nother in this, | don't know A was the
constant pressure for an education. He resented his |ack
of educati on. He didn't blanme anybody else for it, he
bl amed hinself. Apparently when he grew to young nmanhood,
he wanted to be a lawer. And in those days you could do
it, like a man Jimand | just talked about a mnute ago, A
Scott did A he becane an attorney in Pioche. You could do
it by reading law, or taking a correspondence course. As a
young man our father had gotten a conplete set of |egal
encycl opedias from one of the extension colleges, and it
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was at our hone, and he would read that. But whet her he
had sone feeling . . . You know, nost of us, when we suffer
econom c | osses or business |osses or sonething |like that,
it's the result of a self-inflicted wound. And he al ways
| anented the fact that he hadn't gotten an education, but
even nore so, he blaned hinself because he coul d' ve becone
a nmenber of the bar. He used to say, "You have to get an
educat i on. That's the only thing they (the collective
pronoun they) can't take away from you. You know that you
can have the world's wealth and [through] sonme economc
factor conpletely beyond your control you could lose it.
But the only thing they can't deprive you of is what you
have between your horns.” And he used to stress that. I
don't know to what extent ny nother influenced himin that
regard, but that's a quality of his | renenber. And |'ve
tal ked about his generosity and | ove.

RM  What about his first years there? He got there when the
town had just been forned.
RD: | don't renmenber him talking too nuch about chil dhood. I

can renenber him tal king about sonme of the kids that he
grew up wth, and had a life-long affection for. 1'll nane
a couple of them MNane Duffin. Manme Ryan was her nane.
She was a Ryan A they were big ranchers. He was very fond
of Mane Duffin. He was very, very fond of John and Dana
Conway and Billy Culverwell, and sone of the other Kkids
that he had growmn with there in Caliente. As a matter of
fact, when he was undersheriff of Lincoln County, a big
part of the job was to keep the drunks off the street in
Cal i ente. W had about 14 saloons in those days.

[ Laught er ] But his old buddy Dana, whenever Dana was in
town, was one of them Dad would have to get the drunks
off the street, take themover to the jail, and then in the
norning take themover to the State Cafe and feed them but
he never could do that to Dana. So none of us ever knew
when we got up in the norning if Dana'd be asleep on the
back porch. Because instead of taking Dana to jail, he'd
take Dana hone and put himto bed on the back porch, then
Mom woul d feed himthe next norning. [Laughter]

One thing that | don't think is typical anynore in the
famly, but was typical of all of the Dentons, was an
absolute love and respect for the state of Nevada. [f ny
dad wanted to give sonebody a conplinent, he'd say, "He's
just a good old-tine Nevada nan." Al of the boys felt
t hat way. I know Uncle Les did and Uncle Lloyd did. By
god, there was a pride. |'ve tried to analyze that pride,

and | don't know that | can, but I've always thought there
had to be a pride in people who settled and stayed in the
nmost undesirabl e geographical area in the United States of
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Anerica, and tried to run a state governnent wth fewer
than 100,000 people; tried to have a university; tried to
produce and have all of the things that an organized and

civilized society should possess, and they were proud. "By
god, we can do it. The rest of them. . . it's easy for
t hem But we can do it." | think that's part of the
pri de.

| think you're right.
But you don't see nuch of that any nore.
How di d your dad | ose his eye?

me2
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CHAPTER TWD

El ai ne nentioned that ny dad lost his eye. That's true
He lost his eye when he was a little boy as the result of a
pistol blowing up in his hand. Uncle Lloyd had been
postnmaster there in Caliente for a short time and he had a
pistol in his desk drawer. Dad was just a little kid, and
| guess he was either there to see Uncle Lloyd or Uncle
LI oyd was taking care of him when he was little. Anyway,
Uncl e LI oyd wasn't there when Dad was there and he got this
pistol out of his drawer and there were sone cartridges.
He put a .45 slug in the .38 pistol, and of course the
chanber didn't close and he fired it and it blew up and
took his eye. He was a very little boy when that happened
A he was probably 11 or 12, sonething like that.

Ch, ny goodness! Now, did he ever talk about social life
or anything in Caliente say prior to 1910? Wat kind of a
pl ace was it?

Vell, it was a construction town. It was basically a
railroad town, and people were still working up and down
the Iline. It was a Wstern boom town;, as opposed to a
m ning boomtown, it was a railroad boomtown. There were
a lot of saloons. | don't really know to what extent the
Denton brothers did things together in the early days or to
what extent they did things separately. | think they did a

great deal of things together in the early days. They were
sal oon keepers.

So sone of the brothers owed sal oons?

Yes. |"ve got a picture of the old East Side Saloon with
ny uncle Lloyd standing behind the bar. And here's a
picture of the bar that says "Lloyd at the plank.” M dad
used to tell nme about in the early days how the Mrnon kids
woul d cone down from Panaca wth a team and a wagon and a
| oad of waternelons or sonething, and they'd want to get in

a little gane. He said, "I played casino with them 0]
course | always kept the ten of dianmonds and the two of
spades."” [Laughter] He had nore fun than anything el se A

as well as their produce.

He did tell ne one story which relates to Nebraska. I
don't know how old he was, but he'd gotten a job with the
railroad conpany. Steady work never did have too nuch of
attraction to him working for sonebody el se. But he got a
job with the railroad conpany and he saved his noney. How
much of this was anplification and how nuch was actual

fact, | don't know, but he said he saved his noney to have
enough noney to buy a ticket on the train to go back and
see his father. (Any time he ever [talked about] his
father it was with an outpouring of |ove and sadness. |'ve
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been curious as to how did he have such deep enotional ties
to his father when he obviously couldn't have spent too
much tine with himafter he was 9 years old.) But having
said all that, he told nme that he saved his noney to get a
ticket on the railroad to go to Qraha to see his father
And 3 or 4 nights before he was to go, he got in a poker
ganme, and he |ost every penny. So much for the trip to
QOmaha. And he decided, or so he told ne, "If those
bastards can do that to nme, | can do it to them" He said
he practiced and practiced. Every free mnute he had he'd
practice with cards until he could do it to them And then
| think, by god, he did it for a substantial part of his
life (when he was real young). [Laughter] But | renenber
he was very good wth cards. [Mre Laughter]

He coul d pal mthem and everything el se? )

He could do everything. [ Laught er] | was told A not by
him A that he could deal a 21 game and stack the deck by
pi cking up the discards. He was that sharp. Pi cking up
the discards he could stack them shuffle them nove them
t hrough; never nove a card. [Laughter]

Anot her interesting facet of his character is that when he
went out of the ganbling business in 1935, he never had a
deck of cards in his hands fromthat day until the day he
died, except to play bridge with Mm and sone of her
friends on occasion. He loved bridge. There was another
exception A one tine [he picked up a deck of cards] to

teach ny brother and ne why we shouldn't ganble. It was
when ny brother was going up to the University in Reno.
Dad called himinto the dining room | was just sitting

there watching, and Dad said to him basically, "I
understand you' ve been playing a little cards around town,
you know, poker and things like that."

Lou said, "Yes."

And he said, "You pretty good?"

Lou said, "Well, | think I"'mpretty good."
He said, "Wll, let's ne and you play." [Laughter]
They got a box of matches and | got to play! | had sone

mat ches and Lou had sonme matches and ny dad had sone
mat ches. Pretty soon he had all the matches.

He said, "Now, | want to show you what |'ve been doing to
you. You know, if a dealer ever throws a card high at you

you watch him care-fully, because he's comng off the
bottomw th the next one." The reason he threw it high was
to catch your eye. And he said, "That's why | don't want
you ever to ganble. Because if you go up to Reno and you
get in games up there, they're going to do the sane thing
to you that | just did to you."
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That's just an aside. The inportant thing is, Dad had been
a ganbl er but he considered, when he had children, that was
t he end. He said, "Ganbling is legal here in Nevada, but
it's not anyplace else in the world, and | don't want ny
sons to ever have to be ashaned of ne."

Wl | actually, it wasn't legal then, was it?

It was legal in '31. But it's interesting, | think, froma
soci ol ogi cal standpoint A the attitude even of guys who'd
been in the ganbling business in the early days. Ganbling
was never thought of as being respectable, even when it was
| egal . Now it is. But the ganblers did not intrude into
the social and political structure of a comunity to the
extent that they do now Isn't that true?

That's true.

| mean, if you were to go to Reno and l|ook at the
menbership of the Twentieth Century Qub (I think that's
the big wonen's club in Reno) or the Msquite dub or
Juni or League here in those days, you wouldn't find any of
the ganblers’' wves as nenbers. The ganbl ers thensel ves
were not admtted, for exanple, to the Masonic Lodge for
years. The only way they ever got into a Masonic Lodge was
by starting a new |odge A the Daytine Lodge. That woul d
take ganblers, but the others wouldn't. And that's a
soci ol ogi cal change in Nevada. | nmention this because ny
father's attitude was: Ganbling is essential to Nevada, but
that doesn't nean that it's all right. W have to have it.
W don't have anything else. But in his mnd, ganblers
were never really . . .

Was there a lot of ganbling in Caliente and other Nevada
t owns when he was grow ng up?

Ch, sure.

Do you know under what circunstances it was conducted? |
mean, where did the ganes take place, and who held thenf
Vell, they were open. W' ve always had ganbling in Nevada,

since the start. W' ve had a period of tine when it was
illegal, but that doesn't nean we didn't have ganbling. It
was illegal from 1912 to 1931, but it still went on. The
Bank Cub in Reno flourished. Reno was practically w de

open, and it was all over Nevada.

In those early years, where were sone of the places in
Cal i ente where they woul d have ganbl ed?

The sane ones that are there now But they had different

nanes. | remenber ny famly owned the East Side. They
weren't hidden at all.

Mercy had the one operation over there, too. ad Mn
Mercy, | know, had to go way back

Ch, sure. Vll, the Amante famly. They were an

interesting famly.
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Sone of these boys are still involved in the gamng
i ndustry here in Las Vegas.
Is Pete still down at The Showboat ?

No, he's over at Pal ace Station.
That remnds nme of a funny story. You probably don't want
this on tape.
No, | do. | like stories.
The Culverwell famly, as you know, owned the valley, so
nmost of the buildings on that commercial street over there
were owned by Charlie CQulverwell. They were rented out to
sal oon keepers and whatever commercial endeavors you had
going on over there, and one of them was a ganbling and
bootl egging joint run by a man by the nane of Louie Amante.
And Louie had quite a few sons A Al bert, Ernest, Carlo and
Pet e. Now, Charlie Qulverwell was sheriff, and one year
Albert ran for sheriff against Charlie. Vell, Al bert
didn't have nmuch of a chance, but as with every politician,
Charlie was scared to death, so Charlie went to Louie

Amant e. Louie had been a tenant of his for years, and
they'd been good friends. Also, Charlie was the sheriff
and ganbling was operating, and | have to assume, human

nature being what it is, that the |law enforcenent officers
of the period had sone economc interest in the preserva-
tion of ganbling and bootl egging. [Laughter] Watever it
was, Al bert apparently had been canpaigning around the
county, telling everybody what a dirty son of a bitch
Charlie Qulverwell was. And it had Charlie really upset.
The way ny dad told ne the story, Charlie went to Louie,
and told Louie what good friends they'd been all those
years. "W've been such good friends for all of these
years, and your Al bert's going around telling everybody
what a dirty son of a bitch I an?"

And Louie said, "Can | help it, what you are?" [Gales of
| aught er ]

Here's another Louie Amante story. I don't know if Uncle
Les told ne this, or Uncle Lloyd, or ny dad. But Louie was
tal king about his boys one time, and in addition to the
boys he had a couple of daughters A renmenber he had one
nanmed Nevada?

He had a daughter naned Nevada?

He had a daughter naned Nevada Amante, and another girl; |
can't renenber her nane. But old Louie was tal king about
his kids one tinme, and he said, "A bert's a pretty gooda
boy. Ernie's a pretty gooda boy. Pete's a pretty gooda
boy. But that god damma Carlo is a dirtya no good of a son
of a bitch, a just likea hisa god dammn nother." [Gales of
| aughter, and nore | aughter]

| guess |1'd forgotten that.
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Boy, that's a gem [Laughter]
You know, one thing | am interested in, if you re doing
sone serious historical work on Lincoln County, is what
sort of educational facilities were available at the turn
of the century in Lincoln County, Nevada. What school s
were present? Were were they? How did kids get to go to
then? Because ny father always said he only went to the
third grade.
So he didn't go to school when he cane out here?
Vel |l whatever he went . . . And the teacher was a |ady by
t he nanme of Mabel Mirray.
Here, you nean?
Yes, in Caliente. She was related to the Ryan famly.
But he woul d have been in the third grade when he got here,
woul dn't he?
Yes. Mabel Murray was his teacher. He and Mane and Dana,

[ Laught er ]

VWhere was t he school ?

| don't know at that tinme. | called the county clerk up in
Pioche a few years ago to see if they had any separate
school district records on the early schools, and she
wasn't very cooperative or helpful. | don't think she
regarded it as a significant request for information of any
val ue.

Ral ph, may | just interject one thing that renenber? In
Ursine, out beyond Eagle Valley, on the old dirt road that
we used to travel up through that canyon, on the |eft-hand
side before you got up to the point where the canyon
wi dened out, there was an old building set over in the
background. And as | renenber fromwhat | was told when |
lived in Pioche, that was one of the early-day school s that
they had out in the Eagle Valley-Ursine area when the

Mornons first cane in and settled there. It was built out
of adobe rock.

0@ |'ve been curious about that. On reflecting on what
we' ve tal ked about today, | feel kind of guilty for talking

so much about ny father, when he was just one of the
famly, and Elaine and | haven't seized the opportunity to
tal k about our nothers.

Vell, before we finish up, is there anything el se that you
recall your father saying about what Caliente was |ike when
he was grow ng up?

| don't renenber from any discussion that it was any
different than it was when we were grow ng up. | don't
think there were essential differences.

How many people were there, then?

| don't know. | have a tendency, | think, to overpopul ate
Caliente during the Second Wrld War. During those years,
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people would say, "Were are you fron? And how big is

that?" 1'd say, "2500."
D d you say that?! [Laughter]
Yes. And | think that during Wrld VWar [I1, when the

railroad was operating at a maxinum it was pretty close to
that. But maybe | exaggerated consi derably.

|"msure you were within a couple of hundred peopl e, Ral ph.
What about the social classes, and the social life of
Caliente? It was a mxed community of gentiles and
Mornons, wasn't it? Wre there many Mornons in Caliente in
those first years, or were they nore over towards Panaca?
There were always Mornons there, but |'mnot sure that they
were the predom nant group in those days.

Were a good percentage of them Mrnons?

| have no idea. Wat woul d you say, Jinf

In ny earliest recollections of Caliente going back to 1931
or '32, there was a church up on the hill that the Mornons
had. There was a fairly good congregation of Mrnon people
who attended that church at that tinme. And | would presune
that because of circunstances in Uah . . . there were
al wvays young offspring on a farm who couldn't nake it on
that farm and had to go sonmewhere else, and they either
went to the mnes or soneplace else where they could get
wor K. So there were a nunber of Mrnon people who
eventually found their way to Caliente on the railroad
enpl oynent, and the farns and the ranches around that area.
And that would be, | think, nostly after the [railroad]
shops were noved from MIford to Caliente. There was a
period of tinme when the railroad shops were in MIford
And then Caliente was nade the division point between Los
Angel es and Salt Lake, and the shops were noved there, and
that brought down a |ot of people who worked in the shops,
many of whom were Mor nons.

Do you think there was any stratification in the town in
ternms of what Mornons did for occupations and what gentiles
did, or anything like that?

| don't really know El aine mght have sone idea.

| don't think so.

Wen Elaine and | were kids, there were wonen's clubs in

t own. And | don't know to what extent Mrnon |adies
participated in those wonen's cl ubs.
Vell, Mrnon ladies didn't play cards all that nuch, |

don't think, but I think Jims nother did.

She pl ayed bridge and loved it.

Ri ght . So she was always involved, but not all of them
probably, because they really didn't believe in playing
cards.

That was sort of against their belief, wasn't it?
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Yes.

But it wasn't a firm one, like drinking or sonething |ike
t hat ?

No.

Plus in those days, renenber the honenmaker's cl ub?

Yes.

And ny nother had a literary club that net in her hone when

| was growi ng up, called the Delphinians. [|'mnot sure how
frequently they met A there were about 10 of them | don't
remenber who all the wonen were, but | renenber Eula

Jacobsen was one of them They would neet once a nonth and
revi ew books.
What year woul d the Del phinians have gotten started?

What happened before | was born, | don't know To the
extent that it operated before 1925, | don't know

And how long did it go?

Ch, | think it was going up through when | was in high
school .

And they woul d neet in people' s houses?

Yes. They'd neet in the evening. One of them would be
assigned a book to review That person would review that
book, and then when it was over, they'd have refreshnents.
And would they all read the book, or would just the one
person read it and then tell the others?

Vll, the one would read it and review it, and the others
would read it if their interest took them so far. But |
think generally the nmenbers were worried that they had to
give the review at the next neeting, so they'd be reading
t hat .

And woul d they get the book out of the local library?

| don't know. One thing that characterized our little hone
in Caliente was the presence of books. The walls in our
living room were our bookshel ves. But there was a little
library over at the grammar school that ny nother and Eul a
Jacobsen, who were both teachers at the school, ran on a
vol unteer basis. That little library would be open 2 or 3
nights a week, with ny nother or Eula or sone other |ady.
That was on a vol unteer basis.

Dd they have a pretty good stock of books, like a few
t housand, or a few hundred? How would you describe it?

| don't renmenber it as having a great volune of literature
there, do you, El aine?

No.
But, of course, we had no basis to judge.
And it was |located at the grammar school. Were was that,

at that tine?
Right where it is now  Speaking of that, nost of the tine
when | was growing up, Elaine's father, ny uncle Les, was
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on the grammar school board of education and ny nother was
on the high school board of education. But | don't recal
any particular significant social things. | do renenber

that both the Eastern Star and the Rebekahs were wonen's
organi zations in town that a great many of the non-Mornon

wonen belonged to. And they carried on a social agenda of
sone ki nd.

Yes.

How many nenbers did you say you thought the Del phinians
had, agai n?

My guess was 10 to 12.

And they woul d neet in people' s hones?

Yes. Eula Jacobsen was al ways a nenber, and | renenber one
lady that Elaine and Jim will renenber, Salonme Scannel
Her husband was with the railroad conpany.

He headed up the car yards.

Yes, he was one of the executives of the railroad conpany.
Just recently |I've learned that Salone is still alive, and

the daughter of a friend of mne here in Las Vegas | ust
married Salone's grandson. Can you believe that? Sal one

Scannel A god she was a dresser. She'd cone to our house

and she'd have peroxide hair A the latest coiffure A and

she dressed out of the best shops, and ny nother would

smle and say, oh, she w shed she could dress |ike Sal one.
[ Laught er ]

Do you want to talk a little bit about your nother? Were

did she cone from and so on?

M/ nother came from Richfield, UWah. She cane to Caselton

to teach school

Is that right? Wat year would that have been?

| think 1915.

Was she Mor non?

Yes.

So she cane over to the Prince Mne to teach school in
1915?

Yes.
Tell nme about that!
VWll, she cane over there to teach school and never went

back. She married a Nevada ganbler. Her famly in UWUah
didn't take too kindly to that.

Your dad was known as a ganbl er, then?

Ch, sure.

Was that his occupation?

Prior to marrying ny nother | think he was a ganbler. Wen
| look back on it and try to be |logical about it, he nust
have worked wi th his brothers.

K. And they owned bars?
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Vell, Uncle Lloyd did. Uncle Lloyd was older. | think by
then, Uncle Les was postnaster, wasn't he? Wen did he
becone postnaster?

| was just trying to renenber, because he was postnaster
for 28 years, and | think he retired in '40 or '41

Hs first appointnent was for President Coolidge, wasn't
it? Ws that the first one?

Yes. Do you remenber the year . . . the date on there
honey?

That was 1913.

What el se did the brothers do? | nean they owned bars, one
was a postmaster A what el se?

You know, | really could not accurately say that nuch

It's always been ny inpression that Dad was kind of working
with Uncle LlIoyd in sal oons.

K. Maybe he was runni ng the ganbling?

Vell, for a tine. At tinmes, | guess they would be in
different things. | think that they probably did
everything that young nen did to nmake a living on this
desert in that day and age, up and down the whole track.
They never were bootl eggers. Al three of those nen had
t he highest regard for the | aw

Except for the ganbling part.

Vel l, ganbling wasn't regarded as being against the |aw
You had tent saloons and ganbling joints all up and down
the line, from Las Vegas probably all the way to Qmaha,

woul d be ny guess. But you certainly had it through
Nevada.

Ral ph, did your dad [work on] the stagecoach?

Wl |, of course, when Uncle Janes ran the stagecoach

How | ong did the stagecoach |ast?

Until the railroad cane in. And probably a while after
that, insofar as going to Pioche and .

And Del anar .

And what happened to the hotel? D d they keep the hotel
during these years?

| have absolutely no idea when that went out of business.
Al | remenber about that location . . . there's an old
one-story house over there that our cousin Bill lived in,
and his nother. That was ny grandnother's sister. I
remenber being scared to death to go in there; everybody
was scared to go see her. That's all | can renenber

But you don't know what happened to the hotel? It sounds
like it mght have burned down, or sonething.

There is one girl in Las Vegas who m ght know sonething. |
regret the fact that Elaine and | don't take the tine to
get ahold of Dorothy CGerard to talk to her, because she
woul d .
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|s she an old-timer from Caliente?

Her grandfather was Bill Denton, who would have been our
second cousin. She's done very well in Las Vegas, she's a
real estate broker, and Novotny is her last nane. | don't

know i f she knows anyt hi ng.
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CHAPTER THREE

| think that all of the [Denton brothers] were in and out
of nost of the turn of the century mning boom towns of
Nevada. What they did there, | don't know, but |'m sure
they went there seeking a fortune.
So they were in and out of H ko and Ely what not ?
Ch, sure. The stagecoach ran from Caliente. My dad used
to say in those days the only difference between him and
the horses was that he took his shoes off when he went to
bed. [ Laught er] But he told his story about . . . they
had a stage station there at Oak Springs. Qak Springs is a
spring up in those nmountains right out of Caliente which we
referred to as "The Summt." You' d go right out of
Caliente, and you'd stop at Cak Springs to water the
horses, then go on over to Delamar. He said one night he
was canped there all by hinself A he told nme he was 13
years of age, and he was out there alone A and a calf was
keepi ng hi mawake. This calf was right outside, nooing and
crying, and he couldn't get any sleep. So he grabbed a
pitchfork and went out and threw it at this calf, and it
killed him
n!
And man! he was scared to death that Jim Ryan would catch
himif he killed one of his calves. So he said that he
spent nost of the night digging a hole to bury that calf.
[ Laught er ] He said he buried the calf, and he just got
finished with the calf, and the calf's nother showed up.
And the calf's nother stood there A (nvo). He was scared
to death that Jim Ryan was going to catch himfor killing
one of his calves. Al he was trying to do was scare it
away so he could get sone sl eep
I'mreally interested in hearing El aine tal k about Del amar.
| wonder if she knows nore about the famly's invol venent
up in Pioche than | do, because | think in the early days
there was a lot of tine spent in Pioche. Uncl e Janes'
first home was in Pioche, and | think there were tines when
t hey maybe noved up to Pioche and stayed there. Dad used

to talk about dances up in Pioche and Bill Denton playing
the fiddle at the dances.

VWll, Elaine, repeat the story you were telling about
Del amar .

My nother with her famly, at 5 years of age, came from
Canada to Delamar, and they opened a store there A it was

general nerchandise, as | recall. She told one story about
the Indians. There evidently was an Indian canp out beyond
the hill there in Del anar. She said they would cone in

every norning and the Indians would cone up to the w ndow
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and put their face against the wi ndow and say "Beescut, get
beescut?" (food), asking for sonething to eat. And t hey
had to be out of town at sundown so she renenbered at
sundown watching the Indians all go back over the hill
That story always stuck in ny mnd, because | could just
picture it.

And that was 1904?

Yes. That's when they cane.

Now that was your nother, you said? Tell nme about her.
They cane into Del amar fromwhere in Canada?

Quebec, Canada.

What brought them from Canada cl ear to Del amar?

|"ve often wondered that; | don't know. | just can't
imagine, but it had to have been the m ning. Because at
that tine Del amar evidently was a boom ng m ni ng town.
They' d heard about Del amar apparently up there?

Evidently, yes.

Were they mners up in Quebec?

Not that | know of. | don't recall being told what they
did there. Mybe they were nerchants there, also, because
| don't think ny grandfather went into the mning;, it was
the store.

Do you recall any other stories of your nother's about
Del amar ?

No. They cane to Caliente when she was 13 years ol d.

So they were there for 8 years?

Yes.

She went to school in Delanmar, | assune.

She went to school, and | renenber her saying that she had
to go to high school in Cedar Gty after she noved to
Cal i ent e.

What el se do you recall about her life in Del amar?

Very, very little.

Her father was a nerchant for all of the years that he was
t here?

Right. Then when they canme to Caliente they opened a store
there, and a boardi nghouse. | recall hearing stories about
a boardi nghouse that ny grandnot her ran.

D d she run a boardi nghouse i n Del amar ?

Not to ny know edge.

| gquess Delamar was kind of falling apart by 1912, when
they noved to Caliente?

Evidently so; | rather inmagine that's what brought themto
Cal i ent e.

What was the nanme of their store in Caliente?

| don't know A it might have been Foster's A Ms. Edna S
Foster.

And what kind of a store was it?
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A general nerchandi se store.

Tel | about what you renenber your nother saying about her
life in those first years in Caliente.

| renmenber her telling about a community Christnmas tree
that they had. And on this tree, there was a beautiful

dol I. Evidently the parents put gifts on the tree for
their children. And I'mgetting . . . |I'"mabout to cry.
That's K

She saw this beautiful doll and she just hoped that was her
dol 1, and sure enough, it was! [Laughter]

So the parents would put the presents for the kids on the
comunity tree?

Evidently.

"1l be darned. It rmust have been a big tree?

|'m sure it was. W always had a big tree in Caliente.
Wien we were kids ourselves, it would reach to the ceiling
inthe gym It'd be a huge, huge, huge tree.

And that was the community tree in the school gyn®

For us it was.

You nean for the kids?

For the kids. Yes.

Do you know where they put the community tree in those
years?

No, | do not know For sone reason | thought it was
out side, but maybe it wasn't.

And she was hoping that doll was hers, and sure enough it
was.

And sure enough it was.

Isn't that a nice story.

| thought so.

Then you've nentioned that she had to go to Cedar CGty,
U ah, to go to high school? So apparently they didn't have
a high school in Caliente.

No.

Ddn't they have a high school in Panaca?

That's where we went. There was a high school eventually,
but what vyear it becane a high school, | don't Kknow,
because | renenber her saying she had to go to Cedar Cty.
Maybe Lincoln County didn't have a high school at that
time?

| don't think they did. Do you renenber seeing a date ever
on the high school at Panaca?

| don"t. | don't know when it started.

Do you renenber your dad saying anything about going to
hi gh school in Panaca? It was third grade, you said.

No, there was no high school in those days. | know Mane
Duffin went up
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How did they arrange going to school in Cedar Cty? I
guess the county paid the county in U ah. But where did
she stay?

Vll, she would ve had to have stayed wth soneone. I
don't think there were any relatives there. Probably there
were board-and-room honmes that took in children at that
time.

And she could ve gotten over there on the railroad,
couldn't she?

| would think so, by then.

| don't know when that spur line ran out to Cedar Gty from
El bert, but it's likely that there was rail transportation,
although I think it was nore likely they went by team and
wagon.

Oh. That was a long trip, then. Well, tell me about your
father. He was an ol der brother of Ral ph's father?

Right. J. Les Denton. He was the oldest in the famly.
How much ol der was he?

What was the difference?

|"ve had in mnd that it was over 20 years.

Vel l, he was 19 years ol der than ny not her
When was your nother born?
I n 1889.

M/ dad was born in '91, so ny dad was 2 years younger than

your not her.

So there would ve been about 21 years difference between
Babe and Les.

K. So the famly was really spread through tine.

Ri ght .

He was a grown nman, then, when he cane into Lincoln County,

wasn't he?

Yes.

Wiere did he grow up, again?

In Waterl oo, Nebraska, just west of QOraha.

And they were farnmers there?

Cattl e-buyers. There was one thing about that I do recall.
My dad told ne that his father and Creighton were very

close friends A the man who founded Creighton University.

And any of the Denton boys, had they wanted to, could ve

gone to Oreighton University for nothing.

I's that right?

Cosh. That is interesting.

Now when was your father born?

M/ nother was born in 1889 and he was nineteen years ol der

t han she, so that woul d've been 1870.

So he was a 30-year-old man when he got out here.

Ri ght .

But he didn't have a famly?
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EE: Well, he had a famly in Nebraska, and they divorced. He
moved out to Nevada |ooking for his uncle with the stage
line, Uncle Janes.

RM Wiy was he | ooking for hin?

EE: He knew he was in Nevada soneplace. | guess he just wanted
to conme to Nevada, and there was a relative there. So he
cane | ooking for him not know ng exactly where he

was. But when he got off of the train in what is now Mdena,

here was the sign:"Denton Stage Line." Am | repeating this

correctly?

RD: | think so, yes. That's what | was told.

EE: So there he was, and he worked with him And what year he
went with Western Union, |'m not sure. I recall another
story . . . | don't know whether this is after they were
married or before, but | remenber stories of him cutting

ice for the icehouse down the canyon sonepl ace.

RM  You nean in Caliente.

EE: Yes, in Caliente.

RD: | renmenber, Elaine, one tine in the early days | think your
dad was a | aw enforcenent officer

EE:  Yes he was A with the county.

RM  Wien did he neet your nother?

EE: | renenber him saying that he saw her at a dance, and he
said, "I'mgoing to marry that girl." [Laughs]

RM And the dance was at Caliente?

EE: That was at Caliente. Wen we were growing up, there was a
dance every Saturday night, and | wouldn't be a bit
surprised but that was al so the case way back

RM  Wiere was the dance hel d?

EE: In the gym if it were a big occasion. But on a regular
basis they had what they called the Rose Don Ballroom next
door to the Shanmrock Bar. | think they still have a dance

hal | there. [Laughs]
RM And was it live nusic?
EE: (Oh, yes. They had the WIcox orchestra at one tine.
RD:

But before the Rose Don Ballroomwas built, | renmenber they
used to have themin the theater

EEE Oh, that's right! It was the gym or the theater. Qur
uncle Lloyd owed the theater and they could nove all the
seats back and have dances there. |'d forgotten

RM  And where was the theater |ocated? )

EE: R ght next door to the post office A the theater's right
where it is today, and the post office at that tine was
right next door. | think it's a barber shop now.

RD: 1'd like to interject there that Uncle Lloyd started that
theater in 1912. And a couple years before he died there
was an article in both the New York Tines and the Los
Angel es Tinmes about the ol dest theater in America under one

Ral ph Dent on 24



ownership. That article has appeared in other publications
in Nevada A Nevada Magazi ne and several things |ike that.

He nust've started a theater about the sane tine as novies
were com ng on the scene.

EE. Yes.

RD: They used to power it with a old Mddel T engine.

RM Is that right? That is neat.

EE: [ Laughs]

He used to tell about how, if the engine would start
m ssing, he'd have to run back and prine the engine to get
it going again. [Laughs] The carbon arcs would go .

RM That's fascinating.

EE: You were tal king about what mght've happened in Caliente
during the wearly tines as far as entertainnment was
concerned. This is a columm about when ny grandnother and
grandfather got married A Les Denton and Hazel Foster. It
says, "After the wedding

reception, at 10: all repaired to the opera house where an

enj oyabl e wedding ball was held, and where
all presents tripped the light fantastic
until the wee hours of the norn.” So
sonepl ace, there was an opera house.

RM You're citing an issue of the Pioche

EE: Pioche Wekly Record, May 16th, 1908.

RM Can you say any nore about the weekly dances? That's an
i nportant social function, isn't it? mportant for the
t own.

EEE Onh, it was inportant. W were there every Saturday night.

| can renenber as a little kid, ny older sister Bernice
and ny cousin CGeorge and | lived up on Spring Heights, so
we were together a lot. Ralph lived in the |ower part of
town, and at that tinme kids couldn't cross the tracks, so
we woul dn't have that nmuch tinme together until | got on the
other side of the tracks. My cousin and ny sister taught
us to dance as little fol ks because everybody went to the
dance A nons, dads and Kkids. Everybody went, and it was
wonder f ul !

RM D d they dress up?

EEE Oh, | imagine so. Well, | can renenber ny nother A and |
know that this would relate to Ralph's nother and Jins
nmother . . . In Caliente they were social (and | think
perhaps that was true nost places in those days). | can
remenber ny nother getting her work done in the norning and
dressing up every afternoon because sonmeone mght drop by
for cake and coffee. | don't ever renenber her changing
that, ever in her entire life.

RM So she'd do her work in the norning, and then have to be

ready to receive guests in the afternoon?
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| guarantee you, she was. She |ooked like a little doll
every afternoon. | think that was true of the ladies in
Cal i ent e. They'd take their children and go visit, and
have a little social life.

What ki nd of clothes would they wear when they dressed up?
Vell, | have pictures of ny nother sitting on the beach in
Southern California, very dressed up, with hat . . . just
sitting in the sand, for heaven's sake! (That was before |
was born.)

When people went visiting, did they just drop in or did
t hey call ahead?

Vell, there were no phones, anyway. No, you just dropped
in. That's why they were al ways ready.

K. And they'd have coffee, and cake that she had probably
nmade.

Exactly. From scratch, | want you to know. Well, that's
the way it was then. It was a nice tine. It was a
beautiful tinme in our history. | think they did that nost
pl aces.

Yes. | think ny grandnother did that in Oipple Ceek-
Victor, Colorado. She used to drag us around to these

[ homes] and we used to hate it.

[ Laughs] But it was a nice thing to do. Peopl e kept in
t ouch.

They visited in those days, and they don't do it any nore.
No. And no, you'd better not drop in wthout calling
anynore, either, because people mght not be ready for you.
What about the dances in the Rose Don Ball r oon?

That canme later, in the late '30s. | remenber they had a
contest over what they were going to nane it.

Rermenber the Shanr ock?

That's right.

Joe Colunbo and his son-in-law, Don Rowan, put it in right
next door to the Shanrock. There was a big contest about
what they were going to nane it. And can you inagi ne that
they were so clever that Don Rowan was the owner and his
wife's nane was Rose, so they called it the Rose Don

Yes, right! [Laughter]

By god, you'd have to be a genius to nmake that one up.

[ Laughter] That won the prize.

How | ong did the Rose Don | ast?

| don't know, but |I wanted to insert when you were talking
about dances, they also had themin Panaca. The church had
them because | renenber a story ny dad used to tell
Nephi John Wadsworth was the bishop, and he announced one
day that there was going to be a big dance in Panaca the
next Saturday night, and everybody in Lincoln County was
invited, except Babe Denton and CGeorge Jeffs. [Laughter]
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Wiy didn't they want then?

They danced too close to the girls!

Cnh! [ Laughter]

Ch, gosh. That's a great story.

How | ong did the Rose Don Ballroomlast, then?

[ They still observed special holidays] long after | |left
there. |1 went to a dance there in the '60s.

Do they still have a Saturday ni ght dance there?

No

When did the Rose Don end, and when did the Saturday night
dances end? D d both things happen at the sane tine?

The [regular dances] cane to an end in the early '50s I
t hi nk.

| know they | asted up through World VWar 11. | used to play
in the orchestra there. And they were quite frequent A
al nost every Saturday night there' d be a dance. Then when
Wrld War 11 canme on, | assune they probably continued it
during the war. And what happened after the war | don't
know, because | haven't been there that nuch.

What killed the Saturday night dance there, do you think?

| have a theory. | think that when the railroad fol ded up
and a lot of the railroad people noved out, there was |eft
a cadre of principally LDS people. And their life then, as
now, is centered at the church. |If they were going to have
a dance, it would be down at the church

That makes sense.

There weren't enough gentiles left to have a good drunken
party. [Laughter]

K. D dthey have liquor at the dance?

Not at the dances, but they would have an intermssion, and
everybody'd go to the bar, and they were a | ot happi er when
t hey cane back for the second half of the dance.

| mght nake the comment that | never went to a good Mrnon
dance in Wah or in Nevada where, if you got a little
thirsty, you couldn't go out and open . . . [Laughter]
|'msure that's true, Jim

| remenber one tine at a dance up in the old Thonpson Hall
in Pioche, I was just a kid, and I was a | ousy drummer, but
| was the only one in town, so | was playing with the
W1 cox orchestra. Prof [WIcox] was the piano player and
Evan Edwards was playing the tuba, and they had Carlise to
fiddle. During the intermssion, | couldn't go to the
sal oon, so | sneaked out back to have a cigarette. And I'm
standing in the alley back of the Thonpson and the
cigarette's glowing in the dark. I ook down and | see
another cigarette; sonebody else, hiding. | went down to
see who had the other one. He saw ne and he put his out,
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and | saw him and | put mne out. It was Prof W] cox.

[ Loud | aught er]

And who was he?

He was the principal of the high school. [Mre |aughter]

He wasn't supposed to snoke tailor-made "cigareetes.”
Now t hat woul d have been the high school at Panaca.

Yes.

So the dance was a major social thing in the town in those
years. And again, where did they have it before the Rose
Don?

In the gymmasi um and the Rex Theater.

And when do you think these dances started?

Vell, ny dad saw ny nother at the dance, [|aughs] and that
was 1908 or 1907.

|'d like to nake an observation about Elaine's father, ny

uncle Les, because | probably wll never get another
opportunity to do so. | know of very few nmen that |'ve
respected through ny life to the extent that | respected
hi m Also, |I've been told that he was one of the nost

astute political thinkers in the state of Nevada. And the
fact that he nmaintained his job as postmaster through
Republ i can, Denocratic, Republican, Denocratic admnistra-
tions would attest to that astuteness.

Al of the famly were very active in Denocratic politics.
As a matter of fact in ny dining room | have a plate that
was painted by one of our aunts back in Nebraska that is
aut ographed by WIIiam Jennings Bryan and whoever his vice-
presidential candidate was at that tine. Qur grandf at her
was a very close friend of WIIliam Jennings Bryan. Qur
uncle Janes, of course, was active politically in the
| egislature, and that carried on with Uncle Les as the
patriarchal head of the famly. They had a very close
relationship with nost of the Nevada high politica
figures, from Key Pittman on down. Uncle Les was very
astute. | respected himvery, very nuch. And there were a
couple of tines in ny life when | really needed sonme hel p.
It was a forbidding experience for me to go and ask ny
Uncle Les for help. | felt like a supplicant. | did, and

he responded i medi ately.

Wien di d he becone postnaster?

He was postmaster for 28 years and retired, | think, in
"41, so it had to have been 1913.

And he was postmaster of Caliente all those years?

Ri ght .

Cont i nuousl y?

Yes. Through, as Ral ph said, many adm ni strati ons.

And that was when postnmasters were nore subject to the
spoils system wasn't it?
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Definitely.

That was before civil service.

They were patronage appoi nt ments.

Ri ght. Now, your father saw this girl at the dance, and
said, "lI'mgonna nmarry her."

Ri ght .
And he was a bit ol der than she was.
Yes, he was A 19 or 20 years older. |'m saying 19 because

| thought | figured it out one tinme, but let's say 20.

And how ol d was she?

She was about 18 or 19.

So they got married. And he woul d've been postnaster not
too long after they were narried?

That's right. As Ralph said, he was very involved in
politics. | renmenber all of ny |Ilife, congressnen,
senators, governors, all comng to our hone, all the tine.
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CHAPTER FOUR

What was your father doing before he becane postnaster?

As Ralph said, he was a l|law enforcenent officer at one
time, and | renenber the story about cutting the ice for
the icehouse, and | don't know what period that was. He
was in law enforcenment when they got nmarried because |
remenber a few stories about when Bernice was little.

Yes, he was either deputy sheriff or the railroad bull, one
of the two.

| think he was a deputy sheriff.

And your nother cane from.

Del amar . Both our nothers are named Hazel, so they were
known as "Hazel B' and "Hazel F." They were very |ovely
ladies, | want to tell you.

There's sonething worth commenting on about the 2 Hazels

as well as the other brother's wife, Mbel. These 3 wonen
lived in a small town, nmarried to brothers, for many years.
There could be tension between the brothers; there could
be hard feelings between the brothers; all of the sort of
things that you woul d expect, but those 3 wonen were mature
enough that | don't think there was ever, ever any
ant agoni sm or gossi pi ng between the 3 of them

That's true.

The 2 Hazels, | think, were always quite cl ose.

Especial ly cl ose.

Dd the brothers generally get along well, or did they each
kind of go their own way?

| think they all got along well. | wouldn't even know what

the problens mght have been, but that would be a natura
t hi ng.

Actually, vyour father was alnbost a father to Ralph's,
wasn't he?

Ri ght .

What did your uncle Lloyd do?

He had the theater.

Al'l those years?

He had other business ventures. And he was in a sal oon
before that. He was in the saloon business in the early
days, and then in the saloon business wth ny father, and
of course ny father was the youngest one, and | think ny
father had a feeling that no matter what he did, it was
W ong.

So LI oyd was prosperous, financially.

Yes.

And Ll oyd married and had a famly in Caliente, too?

Yes.
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Your father was 43 when he becane postnmaster, wasn't he?
Then he was postnaster for 28 years, and then what did he
do? He woul d've been past 70, wouldn't he?

"Il tell you what he did. He retired, and then he died.

M/ nother was appointed postnaster. He was afraid of
retirenent. He didn't want to retire, but because of his
age, he had to. So ny nother was appointed interim

[ postnmaster]. She had to be there, which she didn't |ike
too nuch, for himto be able to stay on in that capacity.
Was he forced to retire because of age?

Yes.

Was it at age 707?

It nust have been 70, because he died at 73. She was still
interim postmaster or -mstress when | went away to schoo
in'42.

Do you have any stories about the wvarious politicians
comng to your house?

Vell, | didn't think too nmuch of it at the tine, because it
just happened. It was natural, as if anybody'd drop in. |
do renmenber this, though. These politicians would start to
whi sper because of sonething they wanted ny dad to do, or
what ever . And he would say, "You do not whisper in this
house. Not hing | eaves this house.” And | was very young
at the tinme, but nobody said a word about what went on in
that house as far as politicians were concerned.

Is that right. Now, how many brothers and sisters did you
have?

| have 2 sisters and a brother A Lester Denton, MIdred
Dent on and Berni ce Denton.

Dd you give the nanes in birth order?

Yes. |'m the youngest [by] 8-1/2 years. It dawned on ne
one day, and | said to ny nother | nust've been a m stake.
She said, "Ch, honey, let's not call you a mstake."

[ Laughter] And | thought that was nice, because | really

was very spoil ed.

| can attest to that. [Laughter]

| can attest to that. [laughter]

X, let's go back and pick up on your nother then, Ralph
She canme from R chfield, and was teaching school at the
Prince Mne. Do you know how she got her job at the Prince
M ne?

Sur e. Her ol der brother was naster nechanic in charge of
t he machi ne shop. He had a whol e passel of kids, and there
were other kids there, so he was able to get whatever the
school organi zation was A | assume there was a board and it
was an independent school district A to hire his baby
sister as a teacher.

Wiere did she go to school at?
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Vel l, she went to school at a place where she |earned not
to end a sentence with a preposition. [ Laught er] She
graduated from Ogden H gh School in 1908. And then she did
sone work at the University of Wah, and she first taught
school in Kinberly, Wah. And in those days, you got what
was called a Normal Certificate. |'mnot even sure you had
to have it.
It was a 2-year degree, wasn't it?
Yes. I"'m not sure you even had to have any college
educat i on. One aspect of her character that | think is
well worth nmentioning is that all her life, alnost every
sunmer, no nmatter what the conditions were at hone, she'd
go off to some university soneplace, and would drag ne
al ong. Her life's anbition was always, she said, to live
across the street fromthe biggest university in the world,
and just take whatever courses she wanted to take.
As a matter of fact, she nust've been about 70 when ny
brother and | were going to | aw school in Washington, D.C ,
and she canme back to visit us. Ve were both working and
both going to school, so she was al one nost of the day, and
she made good use of seeing Washington during that period.
| cane hone one evening and asked her what she'd done
t oday. She said, she'd gone up to WIlson's Teacher's
Col l ege, which is now the University of the District of
Col unbi a, and signed up A she was going to sumer school up
t here.
So your famly was really into education.

As | said earlier, | wasn't certain to what degree ny
father was influenced by ny nother in that. But she used
to go to the University of Uah alnost every summer. That
was the closest one. It was nore difficult to get to Reno

to go to school than it was to get to Salt Lake Gty, but
she always wanted to go to the University of Nevada. She
becane the sane type of Nevadan ny father was

Very proud of the state.

Very proud of Nevada, and she was al ways active in wonen's
novenents. She was active in the wonen's suffrage novenent
and things of that nature. She was a supporter of Anne
Martin, who ran for the United States Senate from Nevada.
And she was very active in wonen's club matters and things
of that Kind. She wote a colum for the |ocal newspaper
and she was always a contributor to the Salt Lake Tri bune.
Is that right? On what?

Ch, just different things that she'd wite. There used to
be a guy naned Ham Park who had a columm in the Salt Lake

Tribune and it was called "The Senator from Sandpit." She
contributed to his colum a lot, and they becane pretty
good friends. Every year he'd have a big party . . . He
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was non-Mornmon. The Salt Lake Tribune was pretty nuch non-
Mor non.

Ch, | didn't know that.

Yes. It was owned by the Kerns famly. You have a |arge
gentile population in UWah, and the Kerns famly was one of
the promnent Uah famlies and they owned the Salt Lake
Tri bune and the Continental Bank, mnes, a whole bunch of
stuff. And Ham Park was a columist for them and he would
have a party every year at the Hotel Wah, and he'd have
these correspondents like ny nother cone to it, and she
al ways enjoyed that. She enjoyed witing and that sort of
t hi ng.

How | ong was she at the Prince M ne? )

| think until she and ny dad got married A probably 2

years. |'ve got an interesting picture of Mom and M ssy
Wah, when M ssy Wah first cane.
Is that right. I1'd like to nake a copy of it.

One time we were up there having dinner at Mssy Wh's
place, and I was telling ny |law partner, Earl Mnsey, that
ny not her had taught M ssy Wah to speak Engli sh.

Your nother was M ssy WAh's teacher, then!

Yes. | didn't know Mssy Wah wuntil ny nother died,
actual ly. But | was telling Earl that ny nother taught
M ssy Wah to speak English, and Earl says, "She didn't do a
very good job." [Laughter] Wich was true.

W're transcribing Mssy Wah's tapes right now

Sonmebody told me A not ny nother A that ny nother was
instrunental in getting Mssy Wah out of the cellar.

Because Tom Wah had her | ocked up, didn't he?

He had her locked up in the cellar. And |'ve got sone
pictures of ny nother with sone of the mners. She told ne
that at night she was helping these mners to speak
Engl i sh.

What years woul d she have been at the Prince M ne?

| think it's probably about 1915 A '14 or '15.

So it was right before Wrld War |I.

|'m sure she nust've nmet ny father at the sanme kind of
dance that Elaine's father net Aunt Hazel, at a dance in
Pi oche or Panaca, or soneplace. She nmarried ny father and
that was the end of that. That was the end of U ah.
[ Laught er ]

She didn't continue in the church after she got married?

No. And | don't know to what extent she had partici pated
in the church before she got narried. She never joined
anot her church. She certainly was not anti-LDS, but she
was never active in the church. She did not attenpt to
influence her sons . . . There was a short biographical
statenent about her in a book one tine that she was what
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you' d describe in those days as a really free thinker. She
resented any attenpt by anybody to control the process of
human t hought . In that sense she could' ve, | think, been
fairly accused of bei ng sonmewhat radical.

What el se do you know about her career at the Prince M ne?
D d she have her own quarters or did she live with one of
the famlies?

She lived with her brother.

Were they working a lot of nen at the Prince Mne then?

Yes. Incidentally, a cousin of mne who grew up there
wrote a biography and he describes life at the Prince Mne.
He describes it quite eloquently. And it's interesting A
after the mnes, you should pardon the expression, petered
out, they all went back to Uah and different places in the
country, but they maintained a |love for Nevada. M cousin
Evan Baker married Evan Edwards' sister, for exanple. That
whole part of ny nother's famly in Wah had alnost a
reverence for Nevada.

Wiy was that, do you think?

| think it was the years growing up here. 1t was a freedom
they'd never seen in their lives. | have the biography of
one of ny uncles who was from Monroe, U ah, and he used to
cone to Nevada in the wintertine to work in the mnes, when
the farns lay fallow because of the weather. In this
bi ography of his, [it says that] one of the reasons he
liked to conme to Nevada was so he could read books.
Because he was controlled in Wah, you know A what you
could read, what you coul d see.

I's that right?

Sure. Everything was censored.

Dd he work in Pioche m nes?

He worked nostly in Delamar. Onaen's biography is the best
description of the conduct of a mning operation |like the
one in Caselton that |'ve read. He tal ks, Jim about the
burros being down underground all of their lives, and that
kind of stuff.

Ral ph, one of ny earliest nenories in Pioche, when | was

just a little shaver, was of the donkeys pulling the ore
carts out of the tunnel that they had in the nountains
there in Pioche.

Yes. And those little burros had been down there
underground all their lives. [Laughs]

Al their |ives.

Can you i nmagi ne? Wat would the SPCA . :

Now, who was it that wote the biography? He was vyour
nmot her' s brot her?
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That's one of them and the other [one was ny cousin]. She
had a slew of brothers. Uncle Lew s, who was the ol dest
one, | think was renarkabl e.

He wasn't the master nechanic.

No. He stayed in Wah. You see, ny nother and all her
brothers were born in polygany A ny grandnother was the

second wife of ny grandfather. He was a real independent
thinker and he had trouble with the church and conpletely
left the church and would not let his children . . . They

were the only non-Mrnon famly in Mnroe, Uah - ny uncle
Lew s, ny aunt Laura, and his children. They continued to
live there, and he was el ected Justice of the Peace every 2

years for nost of his life, and was generally the
commencenent speaker at the high school. The only non-
Mormon in town. Just fromthat standpoint, | would regard
himas an interesting, outstanding man. | renmenber him as
a kid. | can't make any judgenents nyself about him but
he had a great influence on ny nother, [ think.

Was there nore than one brother at the Prince?
No, there was just one brother at the Prince.
And who was it who wote an account of life at the Prince?
That brother's son A Evan. He was one of ny nother's
students. The other is a biography of ny uncle Lewis, the
one who stayed in Monroe and used to cone to Nevada in the
wintertinmes to work in the m nes.
D d your nother |ater teach school in Caliente?
Yes. | don't know when she started teaching in Caliente
after she left the Prince, but she taught there until the
Depr essi on years. You may recall, if you ve read Studs
Terkel's book Hard Tinmes, that it was national policy
during the Depression to fire married wonen. That was
national policy because in theory a job should be for a man
with the responsibility of supporting the famly. There
was a certain degree of chauvinism running ranpant in the
country in those days.
But it also nmade sonme sense, rather than have 2 incones for
one famly.
Yes. The problem was, Mther [ost her job teaching at the
sanme tinme ny dad either sold his business or lost it. I
suspect that he lost it, although for years | told people
he sold it and went into mning. At any rate, we were al
going to get rich at Irish Mouuntain in the m ning business.
So he went to hard-rocking it out there in the hills. At
the sane tinme, ny nother |ost her job teaching. At the
sane tinme, ny oldest brother was ready for college. So
during those years, ny nother supported us by taking in
boarders at our house.
Just boarders, not rooners?
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VWell, we had one rooner, too. In all of those years, |
slept on a couch in the living room and the rooner had ny
bedr oom Mother fed people A she packed |unches for
peopl e, and the evening nmeal was taken at our dining room
t abl e.

When did she run a boardi nghouse?

| would say, '35, '36, '37. Maybe a little bit before
t hen. She tried like hell to get a job teaching and
couldn't, basically because of the national policy, but
finally she got a job teaching the year | was in the fifth
grade. She got a job teaching at the Henry Ranch, which is
a ranch below Caliente, down Rai nbow Canyon. That was a
one-room school house, and | went down and did fifth grade
there, and we would conme up on weekends.

Com ng up on weekends was fun. In those days there was
al ways one train that had to stop

all these places, so we'd get up on the track Friday night

about 9:and we'd wave and the train woul d stop.
She taught ne in the second grade in Caliente.
What years did she teach at Caliente?
| was born in '25, which neans | was 6 in '3l El ai ne
probably started in '30, and Mm was teaching in the
Caliente grammar school then, and had for many years before
that. And Momtaught ne . . . god, that was terrible.
You and your nomin class.
Yes, she taught ne in third grade, and it was terrible
because | always had to dance with Jimmy Wite. [Laughter]
Whenever they they put on a program or sonething, poor old
Jimy . . . Well, Jimmy was a little thick between the horns

Bl ess his heart.

and the sweetest little guy you' d ever know, and he
sort of stayed in ny nother's room for years because he
liked her. So when you put on a program sonebody had to
dance with Jim and it was always ne. [Laughter] And Jim
sonetinmes didn't snell too good . . . [Laughter] Al though
if the truth were known, Ms. Wite and that Price famly
kept hi m spot| ess.
They really did. Wen he went out, he always had on a suit
and a tie.
| have genuine nenories of going up to Caliente not too
long ago, while Jimy was still alive, and going in and
havi ng hi mshine ny shoes. | always tipped hima couple of
bucks extra, just to make himfeel good, you know.
Yes, ny uncle Lloyd used to really . . . in later years,
Jimy was a shoeshine boy in the barber shop. He succeeded
me in that respect, because there was a period of tine that
| was a shoeshine boy. Jimmy didn't have a big stool to
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sit on, so you could put both feet out. He had a little
box with [room for] one foot. Add Jim would shine Uncle
LIoyd's shoes and he'd get the one shoe done, and Uncle
LI oyd would put the foot down, and then Jimmy'd get the
stuff to [put on the shoes], and he'd put the sane foot

back. And old Jimy'd accuse him of doing
[ Laught er ]
But, that year I went down to the Henry Ranch . . . | think

it's kind of an interesting observation on the social
devel opnment of people living in extrenme rural areas at that
particular time in our history. The kids who were ny
classmates were the children of people who worked on the
section. The Houc famly were the railroad section famly
down at Leith. Then there were the Henry kids, and then
there were grandkids of the Henry famly, the Bundys.
Vell, this was the Depression. One of the Henrys had gone
off and married a Bundy, and had l|ived soneplace else in
the country. The Depression hit them and, I|ike many
people did, they had to cone back home because there were
no jobs. The Bundy kids lived out on this ranch with their
grandparents and their nother and their dad, and they were
very insular, as you can imagine A to the point that if we
were up playing at recess (there was a little alfalfa field
out in front of the school, and we'd be out playing and
that sort of stuff) and a car cane down the canyon, they'd
run and hide. [Chuckles] It was the dammdest thing | ever
saw in ny life. [ Laught er] A car would cone down the
canyon and these kids . . . [Mkes shussing noise] But can
you i magi ne a society so insular?

Yes. [Wth pity] Cosh.

It was the fifth grade [for ne]. That was an inportant
grade in the Caliente grammar school, as Elaine and Jim
will tell you, because the principal of the school had a
full athletic program for kids; organized teans from the
third grade on up. It was tinme for basketball on the fifth
grade team and | wasn't there to play. M nother and dad
arranged for me to live with old Aunt Mae Dewey, so | cane
back to Caliente and boarded at Mae Dewey's house for the
rest of that year.

What years was it she was teachi ng down there?

If I was in fifth grade, | would assune it was '35 and ' 36.

And what did she do after that?

There canme a tinme when she got back to teaching in
Cal i ente. I"m not sure what year, after the pressure was
of f, she was rehired.
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Do you want to go ahead and tell your story, El aine?

Vell, Ralph said earlier that our fathers were especially
fond of children, and they were A truly, truly. M dad was
president of the school board when | was in elenentary

school and when | went into high school he becane president
of the high school board, and everybody's going, "Ho, ho,
ho!" [not as laughter, but nore as "Wll would you | ook at
that!"] They teased ne about that A "Your dad's there to
see that you're taken care of."

And | said, "You' re probably right." And they probably
wer e. But he was crazy about kids, as Ral ph's dad was.
Fourth of July was a big, big tinme in our town. | think

that in the county, Fourth of July was Caliente's big day,
and everybody would cone there. They'd go to Labor Day in
Pi oche, and Twenty-Fourth of July in Panaca and also in
Pahranagat Vall ey.

Twenty-fourth of July was what ?

W referred to it as "Mrnon Day," but it was actually
Pi oneer Day. Anyway, on the Fourth of July we'd have
races. O course we'd have a parade first, and that was
wonder f ul . And then there were races, and ny dad always
got to hand out the noney. No one | ost. Everybody got
money A the winner got the dime, and everybody else got a

ni ckel . And | can renenber the joy in ny dad when he'd
watch all these little kids run up with their hand out, to
hand out noney. | renenber that especially. It was a

great tine in Caliente.
One of those Fourth of Julys was [when] Jim Cashman, Jr.
and Carol Burt burned the Rex Theater down. And Ji my
accuses nme of being wth them To this day, Jim Cashman,
Jr., will swear to god that | was with them [ Chuckl es]
Vell, on the Fourth of July we had fireworks . . . we'd
bl ow our fingers to pieces, and it was all over town. W
just had the grandest tinme, and so these Cashman kids from
Las Vegas always wanted to cone to Caliente for the Fourth
of July. This particular Fourth of July, yes, they did go
up on the hill behind the Rex Theater and shot off a
rocket, and burned the theater.
Is that right? That's not the theater that your uncle
?

That's right. That's the one. And so, after that, you
couldn't shoot off . . .

What year woul d that have been?

Late '30s, wasn't it?
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RD:  Thirty-nine, because | think the high school graduation in
1940 was in the new Rex Theater because the ceiling had
fallen in on the auditoriumdown at the high school.

EE: That was '42. That was ny class. M class graduated from
the Rex Theater, because of that damage.

RM Is it there now?

RD.  Yes.

RM Onh, they rebuilt it?

EE: It's still there.

RM So it was an essential thing in the town and when it burned
down, they rebuilt it.

EE: Oh, absolutely.

RD: And that's one of the reasons that they no |onger had the
dance in the theater. It's because the new theater
woul dn't accommobdate a dance. It was nodern, wth a
sloping floor for the seats. )

EE: | can renenber when ny sister Mldred got married A Alyce's
mother A they had a big dance afterwards at the Rex
Theater. To this day | renenber parading in there ahead of
the bride and groom and there was a big dance in the Rex
Theater. Do you renenber that?

RD:  Yes. Is it true that Uncle Les had handbills dropped out
of airplanes when MIdred got nmarried, to invite everybody
in Lincoln County?

EE: Well, that's what | said, but Bernice told ne it was when
he and Mom got narri ed.

RD: They didn't have airplanes!

EE: No, no. Not airplanes. But they passed them out all over
the county. Everybody was invited.

RM Well now Ralph, let's talk about your dad' s bar. D d he
start it, or did he buy it from sonmeone?

RD: | think that he and Uncle Lloyd started it.

RM Lloyd, in addition to another bar, probably.

RD: Well, there was an earlier bar, the old East Side Bar.

There m ght have been another bar called the San Pedro Bar;
| don't know. But when | was a kid, Dad had the bar.
There was a restaurant, and there was a bar, and there was
ganbling. | renenber as a kid that sonetines ny dad woul d
be gone maybe 2 days if he had a big poker gane going. But
generally he canme hone about 2:00 or 3:00 in the norning,
and he always brought his bankroll. In the nornings, if it
was summertine and we didn't have to go to school, he would
count [the noney], and he would give all nickels and dines
to me and ny brother, supposedly to go into a fund to save.
He'd go to work about 4:00 or 5:00in the afternoon, and go
back across the tracks carrying his bankroll and open sone
of the ganes. | renenber that there were different nmen who
worked in there as dealers. And in those days, they were
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paid at the cage in silver dollars every day. You didn't
have w thholding or any of that stuff; he didn't even know
sone of their nanes.

There was one . . . | wsh I could renenber his nane,
because if this story is true, it's an interesting conment
on the rugged individualismof the state in those days. He
had one deal er who Dad said had worked for himfor severa
years, who had a brother going through theol ogical school.
The deal er was supporting his brother, and he graduated and
was ordai ned as an Episcopal priest. He cane to Caliente
to visit his brother, and he liked the saloon and the
ganbling business, and he never reported to his first
pari sh.

[ Laughs]

There was an old character in Caliente who worked for
Elaine's father for many, many years, when he was sober.
He was one of the finest ragtime piano players you' d ever
hear in your life A as good as anybody you will ever hear
and it was all by ear. Wien he was sober, he worked for
Uncle Les in the post office, but he initially cane here
pl ayi ng piano in the sal oons.

That's right A Mac.

ad Mac, yes, a remarkabl e guy.

What was his nane?

Vell, we called himMac. H s nane was McCarty or MCart hy;
| don't have any idea what his first nane was. M/ not her
and dad used to invite Mac to dinner every Christmas and
every Thanksgi vi ng. He lived in a shack up there, and he
woul dn't cone if he was drinking. So if Mac didn't show
up, we knew he was drunk. He would never cone to our house
if he'd been drinking. But he would cone to Christnmas and
Thanksgi ving dinner, and after dinner play the piano, and
we'd all sing.

I's that right?

Ch, yes.

Cod, he could play the piano!

What do you know about the bar business in those years? |
mean, what you picked up around the house.

Vll, we never had liquor in our house. Never . M/ dad
al ways said that whi skey was nmade to sell and not to drink.
[ Laughs] He didn't drink?

On occasi on. He was scared of it. One of his brothers,
Lewis, died at a young age at Caliente. | don't know of
what, but | have reason to believe that maybe Louie had a

very bad problemw th the booze. And ny dad was scared of
it.
So he had seen that.
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RD:  Yes. If he took a few drinks, it mght be a couple days

before . . . | only renenber that happening maybe 3 tines
when | was here. And one of them was ny fault. | cane
honme from the arny on leave one tine, and | insisted on

taking ny nother and dad up to the Cove for dinner. As
soon as we hit the Cove, he was in the bar talking to Fred
Lowy, and we had trouble getting himover to the table to
eat A he was visiting with his buddies. W finally did and

then we went hone. He parked the car in front of the
house, and he got out and wal ked over town. He cane back
very early the next norning and said, "See, | told you I

didn't want to go." [Laughter]

What was the nane of the bar that your dad had?

The | ast one was called the Caliente Pool Hall, | think.

Oh, so he had several different ones during this period of
years?

Wll, that's the only one | renenber.

D d he have pool tables there too?

Yes. | think that was basically during Prohibition.

Ch, K But they served liquor there.

| don't know that. Because there was a period of tine that
ny father was a prohibition agent. |[Fenale |aughter]

Was that just a cover, though? | mean, the way Prohibition
was enforced in Nevada, it basically wasn't enforced.

Vell, you' d be surprised. Wen | first went to work as a
clerk in the United States District Court up in Carson
Cty, | thought it would be fun to check the old crimna
records for the Federal Court for that jurisdiction over
boot | eggers. And being a clerk, all those records were
available to ne. So | went down in the basenent of the old
Federal Court there in Carson Gty, and | |ooked up the
records. | discovered that ny uncle Lloyd had a little
run-in with the Pro-his; and that ny cousin Katy [ Denton]
had. [ Femal e | aught er] But | couldn't find anything on
either ny father or ny uncle Les. Cousin Katy and Bernice
Davis got caught out in the desert. They'd heard that the
Pro-his were in tow, and they'd taken this booze out of
their house and gone over on the hill back of where the
Davi ses live, and they were burying it behind the sagebrush
and the Pro-hi nailed them And they were charged with the
possessi on of booze. [Chuckles] As far as | can tell, ny
father was never involved in bootlegging, nor was ny Uncle
Les, and they both had a high regard for the I|aw They
didn't do things that were illegal

So he may not have been serving alcohol in this pool hall?
Vell, | don't know when it started. Roosevel t becane
president in March of '33, and one of the first things that
happened in his admnistration was the repeal of the
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' 33. | renenber the place, when | was a kid, as being a
full bar, casino, and restaurant.

That's what | renenber.

Wiere was it | ocated?

Ri ght down the street fromthe theater.

Yes. | don't think they had a drinking fountain in the
theater, and 1'd run to the bar to get a drink of water. |
renmenber grabbing sone pretzels on ny way back to the
"picture show," as they called it then

Speaking of ny father drinking, ny nother said one tine
that she was taking ne to the show, [chuckles] and we went
over to go to the show and we went into the bar to see Dad,
and he was up on the bar dancing. [Laughter] So that was
one of the tinmes when he did have a belt or two,
apparently. [Laughter] He cane right hone.

Tell me what the establishnment consisted of.

It was a typical Nevada bar. If you would conme in the
front door, you would see the bar on the right. Down the
| eft side would be sone ganbling tables. And then down at
the back there'd be a restaurant. And in the mddle of it
was a great big pot-belly stove.

Look up at the headings above the building, you'll see the
Caliente Pool Hall [sign].

Dd Caroll MIler have the restaurant there?

Once. I've already indicated the lack of real rapport
between ny father and ny Uncle Lloyd. Uncle Lloyd told ne
one time that he got out of the business wth ny dad
because one Thanksgiving during the Depression . . . the
Depression didn't really hit Caliente until quite |late,
because in the early Depression years there was a great
deal of construction on the railroad, building tunnels.

The tunnel gangs. There were a lot of |aborers building
tunnels up and down the Iline, and they would cone to
Caliente on the weekend, and it was a marvelous sight to
behold! "Isn't it grand the way the noney changes hands, "
as they said in those days. So Caliente was fairly
prosperous until the tunnel gangs were finished and left.
After that, you had CCC canps cone in, and that contri buted
sonmewhat to the prosperity of Caliente.

It was apparent to us, if we thought about it, that
al though things were pretty good in Caliente, they weren't
so good in the rest of the country, because all of the
trains that came through were |oaded with human beings on
the bum But Caliente wasn't too bad A we had that
railroad payroll, and that sort of stuff.

Uncle Lloyd told ne that one Thanksgiving they expected a
big business A which they had, in both the restaurant and
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the bar and the casino, and all of that A and ny dad was in
charge that night. They bought a lot of turkeys, Uncle
Lloyd tells ne, to serve in the restaurant that
Thanksgi ving, and when he cane over the next norning all
the turkeys were gone, but there wasn't nuch noney in the

till for the restaurant. He said, "Your dad fed every
Co. He said, "I just couldn't stay in business with a
man who gave everything away." Every bum who cane by and

want ed a Thanksgi vi ng di nner by god, he got it.

In those days, their attitude was a little bit different.
They used to have a bunkhouse, in the early days, out back
of the sal oons. If a guy cane in and got drunk and | ost
all his noney, he had a place to sleep. The ganblers don't
do that any nore, but that was pretty typical of the early-
day ganbli ng.

RM Is that right? | didn't know that.

RD: They wouldn't steal a guy's noney and then send himout the
door without a neal. They'd steal his noney, but
[ aughs]

RM  What ganes did they play?

RD: | renenber craps and 21 and the wheel, and poker

RM Was it a fairly prosperous operation?

RD: It was very prosperous there for a long tine. W had a new
car, an Qakland, we weren't in bad shape. That was the
thing about ny particular branch of the famly that was
different than the others, in that it had been very good
and then all of a sudden there was nothing. My dad's
brothers had nore stability to them economcally, than we
had.

RM Wiy did it suddenly turn to nothing?

RD: Because the saloon either went broke, or dad sold it, and
put it in the mnes. | choose to think that he sold it and
put it in the mnes, but | have no evidence that that's
correct. It may be that he just went broke.

RM Wiy woul d he have sold it?

RD: | don't know the truth of this story, but | was told that
there was a teacher at the high school by the nane of Joe
Theri ot . M/ Dbrother was very interested in drama (ny
brother's 8 years older than ne) and Joe was going back to
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. He arranged
for sone sort of a scholarship for ny brother. And ny
brother enrolled in Northwestern University. (Then he
transferred to the University of Nevada in Reno.) | cannot

vouch for the veracity of this story, but I was told that
he had pledged a fraternity at Northwestern University, and
when it canme tinme to go active, he was rejected because his
father was a ganbler. Now, whether that's true or not, |
do not know.
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But you think that nmaybe that contributed to your father's
selling the sal oon?

At that tine, ny father said that he didn't want his sons
to ever be ashaned of him And that was the end of the
ganbling business for him Now, how closely that coincides
with his getting rid of the saloon . . . whether he |ost
it; whether he sold it; whether the story's true, | do not
know. But he was very prideful of that, because in those
Depression years, when . . . god almghty, we'd have done
anything for noney. | used to stand out in front of the
theater in Caliente, hoping ny uncle would invite ne in
(which he never did in his life) because |I didn't have 10
cents to get in. Dad had |lots of people that he knew here
[in Las Vegas] in the ganbling business, and they wanted
himto cone dowmn here and work in the casinos and he just
wouldn't do it. He would not go in the ganbling business.
To him it was norally objectionable. It's fine when
you're a young nman and you don't have responsibilities .

S

It becane norally objectionable after he had the famly.
Vell, for him Not for other people. | can renenber

| think this has sone significance insofar as how he
regarded it, and how nost of the old-tiners in Nevada
regarded it: There was an old nmadane up in E ko by the
nane of 3 adys Collier. Her pinp was a dealer in Caliente.
And the reason he was a dealer in Caliente is, the rules
in Elko would not permt a nadanme to have a pinp there.
Al you had to do to be shut down, if you ran a whorehouse
in Elko, was to get caught having a man living there.
(That's the way it used to be. They were nmuch nore closely
regul ated in those days than they are now, when they are
supposedl y | egal. They weren't legal then.) So d adys
Collier would cone to Caliente to see her husband. M/ dad,
at that tine, was undersheriff, and he knew all of those
people in the ganbling business then. And of course then
he knew who dadys Collier was; | later net her when |
started to practice law in El ko.

But one Sunday, we were having dinner in our dining room
which was in the front of the house, and there was a
pi cture w ndow you could see through. And com ng through
the gate were this guy and dadys Collier, comng to our
house. | didn't know who they were. | saw them and | saw
nmy dad alnost imediately turn a fiery red, junp up, and
hit the front door, and catch themright in the mddle of
t he sidewal k. He said, "I have to do business with you
peopl e over town. Don't you ever cone near ny famly." He
turned them around and they went right out. [Laughter]

RM What were they comng for, | wonder?
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To see soneone they thought was a good friend. Sure he was
their good friend. He had to be. But all the old-tine
.. . Jim wasn't that your parents' attitude about
ganbl ers and ganbl i ng?

Pretty much, yes.

W needed it, in Caliente; we had to have it.

But a lot of the prostitutes in Tonopah wound up marrying
| ocal guys, and were always respected in the towmn. And the
madane was highly regarded there. And the nmadane in Beatty
is highly regarded in that town.

Vell, that is true, but in the old days .

In the old days it was different?

No, they were highly regarded in many respects. But they
kept their place. That was the inportant phrase A keep
their place. They're inportant to our comunity. W need
ganbl i ng, economcally. W have to have it. But let's not
forget the fact that ganbling basically is a parasitical
i ndustry that preys on a human weakness.

That's right. | agree. | don't think that's the attitude
now, though, is it?
Not at all.

Especially in Vegas.

It's not even the attitude towards prostitution anynore. |
speak like an old dinosaur, but I'mtrying to give you what
the feelings were . . .

Right, that's what | want.

Your dad felt the sane way, didn't he?

Ch, sure.

Vel |, your dad was undersheriff, then? Under Jake Johnson?
Ch, god no. Jake Johnson was way before. He was under
Jack Fogli ani.

And that neans he would ve been in charge of |aw
enforcenent in that part of the county, right?

Vell, vyes. He was wundersheriff, and this was before
Caliente was a city. M dad was the undersheriff and there
was one other deputy. Mst of the time, that was a man by
the nane of CQurr. M. Qrr was the deputy, and he was a
good LDS fellow. And every tinme there'd be a drunk |ndian
ny dad'd call Brother Gurr and say, "Brother Qurr, we've
got to go find another drunken Lanmanite." [ Laught er ]
Those were the happiest days of his life, | think, fromthe
st andpoi nt of his occupati on.

What years was he undersheriff, would you say?

From about 1940 to 1948, | believe.

So it was after he'd given up the bar?

Ch, along tinme after. It was after he'd even given up the
m ni ng.
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Can you give any insights into what it was like running a

ganbl i ng establishment and a bar at that tine?

| would have no idea. | would suspect that every one of

the joints was what you'd call flat. Mst of themwere, in

the state of Nevada.

| don't know what "flat" neans.

That neans that the player wasn't getting a square shake.

As a matter of fact, one time Uncle Lloyd cane to visit ne

here in Las Vegas, and | took him to lunch out on the

Strip, in the Aladdin Hotel. The way the Al addin was in

those days, you had the coffee shop and you could | ook

right out on the pit and see all the ganbling going on

Uncle Lloyd started |laughing and he said, "Woever thought

it would have cone to this when we legalized it in 19312!I"
He said, "Your dad and | had so many wires on our roulette

table if they'd have ever shorted out [it would have]

burned the whol e goddamm town down!" [ Laughter]

I's that right?

They were all flat.

Was that pretty nuch true all over the state?

Ch, sure.

How did they work? |'ve always wondered how they got the

ball on a certain . . .

Vel l, they controlled them

But how?
| would assune they could give them an electrical inpulse
and drop a ball in about wherever they wanted to pop it in.

Alittle magneti sm here.

| was talking to an old cross-roader the other day .

Now a "cross-roader" is . :

A cross-roader is the term for a ganbling cheat who was
wor king on the outside. He's cheating the house. Now,
this guy was just telling nme this recently. He's a well-
known ol d cross-roader A one of the best in his trade. He
was telling nme about taking off a roulette gane in London
in one of those casinos. And what he had done, he nade a
roulette ball with some netal right in the mddle of it.
Then he had a magnet on his arm and the nmagnet was covered
by a cast, as though he had a broken arm And he had a
confederate down at the end of the table. Exactly what
their nmethod of communication was, |'m not sure, but they
could indicate where he was going to put his bets. And he
said they divided the wheel into eighths, | think. You' ve
got [odds of] 37 to 1. There are 35 nunbers on the wheel
and then you can bet black or red. It's 37 to one, but
they paid 35 to 1, so they've got 2 for the house A they've
got a 2-point edge on you right there. So they had the
wheel divided into quadrants, and they could cut the odds
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from37 to 1 dowmn to maybe 8 to 1. But he said he got so
good that he could cut it down to maybe 2 to 1. So, here
he is in this fancy casino in London [chuckling] and he's
got this ball into the whee
How does he do that, | wonder?
Sleight of hand. He gets the ball into the wheel, and he's
all set, and he gets up close to the wheel, and he gets too
goddamm cl ose, and the ball junps right out of the wheel
[laughter] right on his arml He said, "CGod!" and he went
right down, and said "Wiere'd that ball go? OCh here it is!
Oh, here it is!"™ And he picked it up and gave it to them
He said, "That up and tunbl ed."
Now this guy happens to be (I'm not going to tell you
where, except it's not in the state of Nevada) a casino
owner now in another jurisdiction. But [the appeal of]
cross-roading, from what he tells ne, is the thrill. He
says it's alnost sexual. The nore risky it is, the bigger
thrill 1t is. He was trying to take off that Big Bertha
sl ot machine at Caesar's Palace. Now here's a guy who owns
a casino outside of here, but he's trying to take off this
great big, enornous Big Bertha slot machine at Caesar's
Pal ace.
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CHAPTER SI X

This involves himactually getting inside the Big Bertha at
Caesar's with confederates on the outside.

Is that right?! \Wat a story.

(This is within the last few years.) He's got to get
inside of it so he can rig the electronics. Then he's got
confederates outside, who're going to play at the proper

time. Well, he gets inside the machine, and sl ot nechanics
show up routinely, and it scares off his confederates.
They take off [laughter], leaving him in the mnachine.

[ Laught er ] He had counted on a great disturbance and an
accumul ation of people around the machine when the big
payoff cane, all of which would cloud his exit from the
machi ne. So now his confederates are gone, there's no
great big wnner, and he's inside the nmachine. [ More
| aught er ] He said he finally just opened the door and
wal ked of f. Nobody knew what he was doing. He just wal ked
awnay.

Oh! Is that a story!

But | think anybody's naive if they don't believe the sane
t hi ngs happen in these joints that have always happened in
these joints, if the situation's right.

Maybe not as nuch .

Maybe not as nuch

Maybe on a nuch | arger scale, when it does happen.

Vell, one guy who was a very good friend of mne was head
of what they called the bust-out crew at the Frenont for
years.

Bust out ?

Yes. Bust out a player.

Wi ch neans what ?

Yes, expl ain.

They sit in the back room and nmaybe you' ve got a great big
drunk Texan shooting craps or playing 21, and it's 2:00 in

the norning and everybody's drunk. The Texan's drunk.
There's noney all over the place, so the bust-out crew wll
cone out to that table and bust him out. They' || take

every goddamn penny he's got.

Is that right!?

Sur e.

Through rigging it. )

Yes. That's a well-established phrase in ganbling A the
bust-out crew. And you can't tell me that these joints
don't have bust-out crews today. It's the nature of the
beast. It isn't going to be fun, otherwise. Like, the 21
dealer wll bust out a player, just to keep in practice.

I's that right?
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Sur e. Say you've got a | oud-nouthed drunk. He's driving

you nuts and he's placing $2 bets. "Ah, let's take him
off, let's clean himout. Get himout of here." You only
get $8 and you won't have to put up with himany nmore. And
sone of themdo it for practice.

And the house goes along with it? Because they' re watching
him They know he's doing it.

Vell, nowadays it's nore difficult. They deal out of
shoes. | don't know the way the house coul d cheat on shoes

Ait's hard for a dealer to do it. And don't believe this
crap that when cheating occurs in the joint, the house
doesn't know about it. Nowadays, every time they catch one
of these places violating the gamng control law, there's
sonme enpl oyee that gets fired. You can't tell nme a guy's
going to take big noney working a ganbling joint that the
boss is going to get to keep. Just like this Steve Wnn
thing that's going on right now They' Il bust this
enpl oyee for apparently catering and hosting Mfia people.
Vell, 20 years ago, it'd have been the joint.

Ri ght .

Who got the noney?

But they're not going to fool wth Steve Wnn

They're not going to fool with any big club, nowadays.
They haven't revoked a ganbling license for a big joint in
Nevada for years.

D d your father's place have slots?

Yes.

Do you have any stories on that? | guess they used to have
drillers and people |like that.

| guess they did. But you see, if you had the kind of
background that ny father had, growing up in it as kid, up
and down the railroad in tents, you could probably spot any

nmove that anybody was naking. You could protect
[yourself]. That used to be the theory . . . and nowit's
not the theory of gamng control. Gam ng control today

spends half its tine protecting the joints. They ought to
be protecting the public, and if a guy can't get his
ganbling license, and can't protect his own joint, he
doesn't deserve a |icense.

That's an interesting point.

| don't nmean to get off on that. | don't remenber
anything, didn't learn anything, was never told anything,
don't know anything about the ganbling business. Al I
know is what | saw when | was growi ng up, and they were a
bunch of happy people .

That's true.

One thing that | think is worthy of note as far as ny
father is concerned A when he was growing up, he played
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with Mxican kids, to a large extent, [whose fathers]
worked on the railroad. Wen he had the saloon and
restaurant, he had a Mexican cook, and ny dad woul d go back
and sit in the kitchen for hours, |earning Spanish. And he
spoke Spanish fluently. He'd chase a Mexican a mle, just
to talk to him

Tell nme sonething about the Mexicans, in and out of town.
Was there a Mexican community within the town?

As far as | recall, we only had one famly, didn't we? The
Huerta famly.

Yes, the Huertas are the ones | renmenber. There were a | ot
of them up and down the canyon on the track crews and in
t he section gangs and those who lived right there.

Yes. Every election tine, ny dad' d take absentee ballots
up and down the railroad, hoping all these Mexicans .

[ Laughs]

He'd interpret the ballot for them and indicate a wse
decision on their part.

[ More | aughter]

They woul d' ve been regi stered, then?

Sonme of them But there were sonme of them who weren't
Mexi cans who surely weren't too smart.

Was he out working for the Denocratic candi dates?

Al ways.

Bot h your fathers were Denocrats?

Yes i ndeed!
Wiere did they get that? Ws their father a Denocrat?
Wll, as | said, he was a friend of WIIliam Jennings Bryan.

They were populist in their political philosophy.

You know, when you go back into the history of Tonopah and
Goldfield, | know for sure there was a strong Sociali st
element there. This is before Wrld War |I. Was the sane
true in Caliente?

No, the Socialist novenment in Nevada, the |WV and those

people . . . Tonopah and CGoldfield was the main part of
that novenment in Nevada, although you did have Sociali st
communities established all over the state. In the days

when reclamation was the big thing, and with the New ands
project, you had socialist communities. None of them was
successful, but there was one in El ko County out north of
Vells .

|'ve read about it.

Yes. They did irrigation, but they failed. And there was
one out east of Fallon, and it failed. But there was a
strong | VWV novenent in the mning canps. One of the nost
abortive uses of mlitary power was Coldfield, where they
called the national guard. Teddy Roosevelt was President.
Teddy Roosevelt, at the governor's insistence .
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CGeorge Wngfield controlled the state.

Yes, he was the one who had it done. Apparently a |lot of
the leftist viewpoints were associated with inmgrants from
Eur ope who had been used to nore liberal political thinking
in Europe and brought their viewpoints with them But this
wasn't the case in Caliente?

No, but | think you have to even take a nore pragmatic view
of what you just said, that the foreign elenents brought it
in. This was repeated in the great red scare in the '20s
and MCarthyism . . . every rabble-rousing politician
al ways wants to point to sone group that they' re protecting
you from And in those days, it was "those foreigners" A
t hose Bul gari ans, those Austrians, those Hungarians .

That's true, yes. I|I'mnot trying to blame it on them
But that would be the political rhetoric of the day. Just
as it's pervaded through this century. | don't know what

they're going to do now, but they can't blane the

conmuni st s.

They' ve got a real problem don't they?

They bl anme the comuni sts, the Jews .

Wll, they're going to blame it on the Japanese.

Yes, now it's the Japanese. But | don't renenber any

socialistic influence around. M nother was probably about

as liberal a person as there was in Lincoln County.

Was there an immgrant population at all in Caliente or

ot her parts of Lincoln County, aside fromthe Mexicans?

Vell, we had Bull the Jap. [ Chuckl es]

What was his nane?

W just called himBull. | don't know what his nane was.

And then we had one Japanese famly up on the section.

What was their nane, Jin®

Takahara. And Takahara helped ny wife renodel that little

pl ace of Qusley's down on the corner for ny folks during

Wrld War |11, when nost of the Japanese had been interned.
He hadn't; he was still there, but Porter Lee told ne that

Taki knew t hey shoul d' ve taken himtoo.

Tell me about Irish Muntain, now. Your dad sold the

pl ace, and apparently didn't have nmuch noney. Your nother

| ost her job, and she started a boardi nghouse.

He started mning out in Irish Muntain.

Wher eabouts in Irish Muntain?

It was the old patented Illinois claim The old Illinois
was a big mne in the early days. |Irish Muntain is right
up fromH ko, and in the early days the Illinois Mne was a

big producer and the mll was in Hko. The mne had laid
dormant for many, nmany years and ny dad and Lester
Burt . . . he was associated with Lester Burt in this, to
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sone degree. They forned a conpany called the H ko M ning
and MI1ling Conpany, and ny dad was off in the hills.

What years are we tal king about here?

|'m tal king about probably 1935 to 1939, when he got his
first job as a school bus driver. I was 13 when we built
the mll there in Gystal Springs. Al though Caliente was a
pretty prosperous town because of the railroad, the
val | eys, |ike Pahranagat Valley and those areas, and their
farners, were really in bad shape. So many of them worked
up at the mne with ny father for no salary, just board and

52

room I went with ny dad when | could, and we scavenged
every old ghost town in Nevada and Wah, picking up parts
from old mlls, and they built a mll there at Cystal
Springs. The remmants are still there.

They hard-rocked the ore up there. The hill was so steep
that we brought the ore down the hill on a sled nade out of
railroad ties and tin, and a pulley hooked to nules. As
the nmules went up, the sled cane down. Then the nules

woul d conme down and the sled would go up. Those mul es cane
to us fromold Dave Stewart in Pahranagat Valley, and his
sons, Cyril and Gerald, worked up there in the mning
operation because it was their nmules and their hay. There
was anot her man from Pahranagat Valley, and a man who had
cone through on a freight train.

To nake a long story short, we got the mll operating. Now
the mll consisted of an ore chute into what's called a big
ball mll A noisiest thing | every heard in ny life. The
ore would go into the ball mll, and the ball mll would
turn and pulverize the ore. Then there was a series of 3
flotation tables and down at the end we would sack up the
concentrates that cane off the flotation tables, put them
into great big canvas sacks, and load them on a flatbed
truck. Then ny dad, one of the nen and | would drive up to
Magna or Garfield in Salt Lake GCty, where you had the 2
big snelters in those days, the United States Snelting and
Refining Conpany, and the Anerican Snelting and Refining
Conpany. Cenerally | had to ride out on the back of the
truck up on the ore sacks because the nen would ride in the
cab. W'd go to the snelter and they would take the ore
and work it, and they would give ny dad a check for
what ever it was.

Then we would drive back to Caliente and cash the check at
the bank in Pioche, then pay Blue Front Mercantile the bill
for the groceries; pay Harry Underhill, or whatever
hardware store there was, for the powder and all of the
equi prent; pay Walt Ray for all the oil and gas. Then if
there was anything left, it would be divided equally anong
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all the nmen who worked there. There never was anything to

di vide, generally.

[ Laughs]

O, not very mnuch. | renmenber one tine we were taking a

load up to Salt Lake, and [Elaine's] brother Lester was in

town and he wanted to go with us because he wanted to go up

to Salt Lake Gty to see if he could get a job. He was a

musi ci an, and a damm good one, and there were a few little

bands working in Salt Lake in the different hotels. ad

Lester and | were riding out on back of the truck and

Lester felt the biological necessity of relieving hinself

[l aughter] so he stood up on the back of the truck and

started this process that's well known to all mankind, and

he hadn't calculated on the wind [louder |aughter] and it

all blewback . . . [nore |aughter]

But | can renmenber the dates because, in connection wth

the mll, we had to have water. (You know, if you have

wat er running over these flotation tables ...)

So we drilled a well clear up on a hill above Cystal

Springs. The old ore chute's still there; you can stil

see it.

"1l look for it.

Do ne a favor, when you're there. Go up to it. That water

was punped from the well into a concrete tank that stood

about 4 feet high and was probably about 5 feet by 10 feet.

And in the top of it when we poured it, | wote ny nane

and t he

Ral ph Denton, age 13, April 1938. Up until a few years
ago, that tank was still there. (It's fallen down,
now. ) | keep thinking sonme day |I'm going to go up
there and get that and bring it hone and put it on the
back hill. But it was one of those things that people
did to try and make a |iving.

How many nen were working at the m ne?

Pr obabl y about 4 or 5.

And basically they were working just for a percentage of

the profits?

They were working for sonething to eat.

For board and room and hoping, by god . . . you see, we

were always just about 2 feet away froma mllion dollars.

Oh, sure. And they were Pahranagat Valley farners?

Don Anders was a Pahranagat farner, and Soup and Cerald

Stewart. Dad had ne convinced, for years, that he could
talk any mule that ever lived out of a balk. Sonet i mes
those mules would balk going up the hill, and he'd go up

and grab them by the ear. He made ne think he was talking
to them He'd put his nmouth right up by that nule's ear
Wat he was doing, was twsting that nule's ear.
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[ Laughter] That nule gets going where he wants himto go.
But he had ne fooled. He told ne, "Son, there never was a

mule that ever lived, | couldn't talk out of a balk."

[ Laught er ]

How far underground were the workings there?

Vell, the old Illinois claimwas deep A it had to have been

sonewhere between 700 and 1,000 feet. But they also

devel oped new holes from outcroppings. And | renenber one

old guy A 1 was thinking just a nminute ago, what a tragedy

it is that we forget people so soon. | can't renmenber his

name. One guy who was working for them fell. A rung in

the | adder gave out and he fell. M dad and sonebody el se

got himout of the hole and got himinto a pickup and got

himto Las Vegas. |'m not certain if he died before they

got to Las Vegas, or if he died after they got to Las

Vegas.

So they weren't working in the deep shaft then, they were

wor ki ng on sone of the smaller hol es?

Sonetinmes, and they would quarry all of the holes around

t he nountain, you see.

What was it, lead and silver?

Yes, |ead and silver.

But they were maki ng shi pnents out of there?

Ch, god, we hauled it up to Salt Lake. Until we just had

to give up.

Apparently, you didn't nmake that many trips to Salt
Lake . ?

| think 5 or 6 over a period of a couple years.

And then, the mll was .

W just abandoned it. )

It was a light tonnage, wasn't it? Wat was it A probably

about 8, 10 tons a day?

Sonething like that, | would think. | didn't know enough

about the procedure at that tine. | was there all the tine

we were building it, and hel ped as best | could, but .o
Dd he buy the mne, or did they lease it, or what was the

deal ?

|'ve never known whether they |ocated new clains and had

gone back, or just howthey did it. | didn't know anything

about m ni ng then; know even | ess now. )

There wasn't rmuch happening at Irish Muntain, then A or

was there other activity?

There was an old Italian fellow by the nane of Rosie. He

was over the brow of the hill.

Cox was out there about that tine, too. You renenber the
Cox famly that lived there?

What was his first nane?
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JG The boy's name that | knew A he was ny age A was George. |
can't renenber the old man's nane, but he was out there, |
know, on Irish Mountain at about that same tinme.

RD:  You know, | was talking earlier about those Bundy Kkids
bei ng i nsul ar?

RM  Yes?

RD: M/ father suffered to a certain degree from that nal ady.
One time we went to Los Angeles . . . first time | ever

went there. Sonme man down there was supposed to invest in
the mne, and ny dad had to see him So we went down
there, ny dad and ny brother and I. W stayed in the old
Roslyn Hotel, which was close to the office of this man who
was supposedly going to invest noney in the mne. And we
were certainly going to be rich, wthout question, in a
very short period of tinme. W got there |late at night, and
we checked into the Roslyn Hotel. The next norning ny dad
got up, got dressed and was taking off to go see this nan.

M/ brother and | lagged behind a little bit, and we got
dressed and cone down and go into the coffee shop and were
havi ng breakf ast. | looked out, and ny dad was still
standing on the sidewalk out in front of the hotel. | went
out and | said, "Dad, what're you doing out here? I

t hought you were going to go see M. So-and-so (whatever
his name is)?"

He said, "Son, I"'mjust trying to figure out which one of
those sons of bitches is going to run me down when | step
off the curb." [Laughter]
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Ral ph, your nother had a political career, didn't she?
Could you tell us about that?

Well, after she retired as a school teacher she ran for
the legislature fromLincoln County, and served 2 terns
in the Nevada State Legi sl ature.

What year did she run?

It was after | noved to El ko, and |I noved there in '51.
It must have been the election of '52, so she was in the
| egislature in '53 and ' 55.

Are there any high points, or any points there that you
would i ke to focus on?

No, not really. | wsh Il'd been alittle bit older and a
little nore mature at the tine, but | think she was quite
di sillusioned by the manner and nethod in which the

| egi sl ature operated. | think she was patronized consid-
erably.

Real | y? WAs she the only woman?

No. There were 3 wonen in that session of the

| egi slature A Maude Frazier fromhere was in the

| egi sl ature. Maude | ater becane |ieutenant governor.

She had been superintendent of the schools here, and had
been at the Las Vegas Hi gh School for years. W've known
Maude for years. And there was a |lady from Reno by the
name of Mabel |sbel, and ny nother.

And ny nother was not really a pragmatist. She was an

i deal i st, and had the courage of her convictions. She
woul dn't care what other people m ght have thought about
her positions. Her principal interest was education.

She worked wth Maude a great deal in establishing UNLV.
This was when the legislature did away with the nmulti-
school districts, and canme up with countyw de schoo
districts, followng a study that was very controversi al
at that tinme that the state comm ssioned, making
recommendations for schools. The one phrase that | can
remenber her using constantly was, "A kid in Eureka has
just as nmuch right to a good education as a kid in Reno,
or a kid in Las Vegas." And she saw the countyw de
school district as a partial answer to the inequality of
education in the state. She saw state funding for the
school districts as an answer to inequality in education
in the state, because up until that tinme, each school
district was supported solely and exclusively by property
taxes within that school district. So if your schoo
district, say, involved 2 ranches, then the taxes from
those 2 ranches were what supported the school. And of
course that gave the ranchers a great deal of power
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regarding the quality of education A the curriculum the
power to regul ate thought A "Teach what we |ike or don't
teach at all." So, as | nmentioned earlier, she was one
of the | eaders of that change.
And what year did that bill go through, do you know?
| don't know if it was the first session she was in, or
t he second session A 1953 or 1955. But the legislature
adopt ed nost of that plan. Another thing, and she's
never been given credit for this, she got special bills
passed creating Ryan Kershaw, Beaver Dam and Cat hedr al
Gorge as state parks.
Oh, she was behi nd those?
W' d al ways had a park comm ssion that had never been
active. And of course they said, "W have a state park
comm ssion. These are on our list of state parks." But
that didn't bother Mom she wanted a specific statute.
They're the only 3 state parks in Nevada, | think, that
have a special statute creating them
Were there any other legislative efforts that she was
particularly . . . ?
Yes A libraries. She was chairman of the library
commttee, and at that tine there was a Caliente guy who
was head of the state library there in Carson City.
Let's focus a little bit on your growing up in Caliente.
What do you recall about your early years of grow ng up
t here?
| think it was a wonderful place to grow up. You know,
it"s only on reflection years later that you're pronpted
to remenber some of the things that are in conflict with
the basic premse that it was a wonderful place to grow
up. It was. That doesn't nean that it was free of
heartache; free of worry; free of concern; free of
hum liation; free of many things. But the overwhel m ng
t hought that | would have on reflecting upon grow ng up
in Caliente was that it was a wonderful place to grow up.
Yes.
Wt hout question. The other things that | nmention |'m
sure are present no matter where you grow up. W had a
freedom. . . you could run all over those hills. It was
a lot of fun!
Wat were sone of the kids' play activities?

Well, one thing that we used to do (I don't know if you
ever did this, Jim . . . we were all crazy about horses.
The only guy who had any horses was Charlie Cul verwell.

So kids would go over to the Culverwel |l place during the
summer and work all day long just hoping Charlie would
let us ride a horse down the right of way to turn them
| oose at night. [Laughter] W cleaned the barns, we
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pitched the hay, we'd do everything, hoping M.

Cul verwel | woul d say, "Well, Ral ph, why don't you ride
old Single down and turn himl oose tonight?"

That's right. That was really a focal point for a | ot of
the kids in Caliente, the old Cul verwell property and
their barns and the things that went on there.

Many of us becane quite active and very skilled in
steal i ng gasoli ne.

Ch!  How did you do that?

You' d put hoses in sonebody's tank and siphon it out. W

got pretty good at that. | could get a hoseful quicker
t han al nost anybody.
[ Laughs]

| got caught one night. My dad caught us. W were down
in back of the depot. As you know, there used to be a
hotel there in the depot, so there would be cars parked
out back of guests in the hotel. Lindsay and | just got
the hose in the tank, and just had her going good, and we
were standi ng back there and this guy sticks his head out
the wi ndow and yells, "Hey, you kids get away from ny
car!™ Jesus! dd Lindsay and | took off across the
desert like you couldn't believe, and we were hiding down
in the flats.

[ Laughs]
And pretty soon there's a spotlight and, "Ch, ny god!"
So Lindsay and |, like John Dillinger, cane out of the

sagebrush with our hands up in the air, and it's ny dad.
[ Laught er ]

But | think we were basically good kids. Really good

kids. And | think that we always believed (I'm not sure

kids believe this today) that our teachers had an

interest in us. Don't you?

Oh, absolutely. And they did.

And they did. Yes. I'mnot so sure the quality of the

education was that good because | certainly have many

deficiencies, but that was ny fault.

Are there any activities or events that are worth noting?

VWll, we had a good Boy Scout troop there fromtinme to

time. And | was always (and | think Jimwas, too)
interested in the athletic prograns at the school s,
particularly in the high school.

The el enmentary school started it.

It was very good at the elenentary school. M. Golden
Hol | i ngshead was outstanding at running the athletic
program He was a |ocal boy, too. He was a teacher and

coach, but he had athletic prograns. |It's remarkable

when you think about it. He had athletic prograns that
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every kid in that school could participate in, including

girls.
VWat were they?
Well, you principally think of basketball. You'd have

basketbal |l teans for third and fourth grades and fifth
and sixth. Then you' d have the first team and you'd go
and play Panaca, you' d play Pioche, and you'd go over and

play Ely and Lund, and you'd play MG II. Then they'd
have a grammar school tournanment in Caliente where they'd
conme fromLas Vegas. It was a magnificent athletic
program

Basebal |, too!

Basebal |, and track. And a full program plus he was

princi pal of the school and taught eighth grade. R ght
down here at Boul der H gh School now, you've got about 10
coaches in a high school, with assistant coaches
But when you noved up to Lincoln County H gh Schoo

in our era, there was a coach by the nanme of Lee Liston
who really earned the | ove and respect of every kid who
went out for one of his teanms. You would no nore use a
curse word in front of Lee Liston than you'd fly to the
nmoon. You would worry if you were doi ng sonething that
you knew was out of |ine.
And that was in Panaca, right?

That was the high school that was in Panaca. You
certainly didn't want Lee Liston to find out. You didn't
want your parents to catch it, but you sure as hel

didn't want Lee Liston to catch it, either, because if he
did you woul d feel dim nished.
Was there a football progranf

Yes.

Did you play 6-nman?

No. W played 11-nman. W played Ely, Las Vegas .

St. George.

St. George, Cedar City. The year | was a junior, we went
and played Reno. At the end of the first half it was

Li ncol n County Hi gh School 6, Reno nothing. And then
during the half, they figured out the double w ngback
system and the gane ended Reno 55, Lincoln 6. [Laugh-
ter] They didn't know what we were doing in that double
W ng system

Jimwas a little ahead of ne. You were on the best team
that Lincoln County H gh School ever had.

| was a junior that year. Yes. They really took the
honors all the way through the state. The only trouble
we had during those years was the Las Vegas Hi gh School.
We al ways clainmed that those guys had been married 3
times and divorced and were still playing. [Laughter]
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One year after you and | both left and | canme back hone
(I was going to the University of Uah A it was before |

went in the service), Las Vegas was playing Lincoln there
in Panaca and they were short of officials, so | becane
the linesman. And Lincoln beat Las Vegas that year.

[ Laughs]

Not that | had anything to do with it.

Al'l those other nmen had gone to war, right?

That's right. [Laughter] Feelings used to run very,

very high when we played Wiite Pine County H gh School
One gane had sone national significance because a
congresswonman fromthe state of Maryland was a girl who
grew up in Ely and attended this gane that ended in a 13-

to-13 tie. One of our yell |leaders was a girl by the
name of Helen Dula. Feelings ran very, very high after

that ganme. Lincoln and Wite Pine were intense rivals.

They ran so high that this girl fromEly col d-cocked one
of our yell leaders, nanely Helen Dula. And the girl who
col d-cocked her was Helen Delitch, who is now Hel en
Delitch Bentley. She's a congresswoman fromthe state of
Mar yl and.

s that right?

Yes. She was a Delitch from R epetown! She and Mtsy

Pi skovich were the two that col d-cocked old Helen. And
now she's a congresswonman A Hel en Bentley. She was | abor

editor of the Baltinore Sun, and was on the Maritine
Commi ssion during the Nixon adm nistration and is now a

congr esswomnan.

And grew up in Ely A or Riepetown, really.

Yes.

You shoul d have had the experience, Ral ph, as | did, of
nmoving to Ely and acquiring a business up there and
having to live wth those kids 20 years |ater

[ Laught er ]

Right. Wen we went over there to play Wite Pine for ny

first tinme |l was just a kid . . . | wasn't on the first

team or even the second teamat this particular tinme, but

we were going over to play Ely and I was telling ny dad

at breakfast that we were going over to play Ely. He

said, "Oh, ny god, don't go play."

[ Laughs]

And | said, "Wy not?"

He said, "They bring these bohunks down out of the hills

fromaround Kinberly. They're 14 feet between the eyes."”
[ Laught er ]

He had ne scared to death. And | renenber | got hoping

the coach wouldn't put nme in. [Laughter] And he didn't.
A lot of our life centered around the schools. But it
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was open A a livestock country; there were hills, old

m ne shafts you could explore; you could clinb cliffs,
you could hunt, you could just do everything!

Where did you do your hunting?

Most of us, | think, used to hunt rabbits right down on
the flats, didn't we, JinfP

You' d | eave the last bl ock of buildings and hones and
fromthere on out to the west, you were hunting rabbits.
There were stubble fields A old fields that used to be
green alfalfa fields in the years previously. But there

was a |lot of rabbit brush and everything. And, gosh, it

was not at all unusual to cone hone after school and get
the .22 rifle out, or the .16-gauge shotgun or whatever

Four-ten A whatever you had.

oo and head of f down the canyon, hunting.

Then, when we were little, we used to go out and dig
undergrounds. Did you ever do that Jinf

Ch, yes.
What are "under grounds"?
Well, you'd dig a great big hole and then a tunnel a |ong

ways. Then you'd cover it, put dirt onit, and you could
crawl down the hole and you were underground.

That was a cl ubhouse, usually.

Then sonme son of a bitch would cone along and step on it
and cave her in on you. [Laughter]

Tel | us about the Boy Scouts there.

| think our Boy Scout novenent had its ups and downs.

When ny brother was a Boy Scout back in the late '20s and
early '30s, the scoutmaster was Loren Lee. Loren was a

| ocal man, and he would take the kids on canping trips to

Ash Springs, and over to Pine Valley, Uah, where they
used to go a lot. Then when | came al ong, Bruce Barnum

was the scoutmaster, and he was a very good scout master
Then Bruce left and then for a while .

Agai n, going back to what | said a m nute ago, you
remenber all of the good things and then as you get ol der
and you reflect on sone of the things . . . | renenber

the last tine | was a Boy Scout. The troop was down at

t he Mornon church, which neant the kids who were not

Mor non wer e basical ly excl uded.

They were excl uded?

Basically. Not by the Mdrnons, but because of their own
religions. And it dawned on ne one tinme that ny buddy
Philip Boudreau couldn't be a scout because he wasn't
Mormon.  He was Catholic.

But you weren't Mornon!

Oh, | was.
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He was at the tine.
VWll, that's interesting. |'ve indicated to you that ny
not her was not actually within the church. | don't
remenber her ever going to the Mdirnon church, except for
a funeral or sonmething. But when | becanme of age |
started out going to primary and everything. And | can
remenber A now keep in nmind, ny father was a sal oon
keeper and was not a Mornon; he snoked "cigareets." |
can renmenber who ny teacher was in primary at the tineg;
it was Lillian Barnum At what age, Jim do you becone a
deacon in the Mornmon church? Twel ve?
Twel ve.
So | nust have been about 12, because | was working on
becom ng a deacon. | was trying to nenorize articles of
faith, which you had to do in order to becone a deacon
They' d give you a card with a picture of the tenple on
one side and the articles of faith printed on the other.
| was trying to nmenorize the articles of faith, because
once | did that, then | was progressing in the hierarchy
to the position of deacon, which nmeant that | would get
to pass the bread and the water A the sacranent.
Lillian was a local girl froman old pioneer famly, and
her mai den nane was CGentry. She was a teacher, and |
can't renenber exactly what she said, but it indicated
pretty clearly that if you weren't Mornon, and if you
didn't proceed properly, you didn't have nmuch chance of
making it all the way in the afterlife. And that struck
me, even at that age, as sheer bigotry. And that
excluded nmy father, it excluded ny uncles, it excluded
all of the people that I held dear. So | went hone, and
| told nmy nother! 1'Il never forget it. | told ny
nmot her what Ms. Barnum had told nme in Sunday school that
day. And all she said was, "Ral ph, you don't have to go
back if you don't want to." And | never did. But |
participated in their recreational things |ike nutual and
the dances. They used to have the Green and Gold Ball.
Yes, | used to go to the dances.
We'd go to those things.
So you went to high school over in Panaca. Ws there a
bus?
They ran buses from Pioche to Panaca and Caliente to
Panaca.
And t hen when you graduated from hi gh school, where did
you go to col |l ege?
| never did really graduate from high school. | started
college up at the University of Utah before | graduated
from hi gh school
How did that work?
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Well, Wrld War 11 was on us and we knew that as soon as
you turned 18, you'd go in the arny. The University of
Utah, much to its credit, came up with a programthat if
you had so many high school credit hours, even though you
hadn't graduated, you could be admtted as a provisional
student at the university. And then they worked out a
deal with the high school that the high school would
accept those credits and give you your high school
diploma. So that's what | did. | took off for the
University of Uah at the mddle of ny senior year

And tal k about humliations and things Iike that! |
conpleted the first 2 quarters, which entitled ne to
graduate fromthe high school, and I did. But nmany
peopl e objected, saying | had no right to participate in
t he graduati on cerenonies. That becanme an issue with the
school adm ni stration, whether or not | could be on the

pl at f orm

Did you go into the arny, then, when you were 187

As soon as | got nmy high school diplom, | transferred

i mredi ately to the University of Nevada. |'m a Nevada
man, I'mnot a UWah man. But it was nore difficult. It

was nmore expensive to go to the University of Nevada A to
pay in-state tuition A than it was to go to the
University of Utah, paying out-of-state tuition.

s that right?

But | transferred to the University of Nevada at the end
of the summer. As soon as | got ny high school diplong,

| took off to Reno.

What year was that?

That would be 1943. | got a job in Ross Burke Mrtuary
in Reno, and that scared the hell out of nme. So I quit
and went back to Utah and joined the arny. [Laughter]
And where did you serve in the arny?

In the United States. | was in the arny 5 years; | wound
up as a career regular Arny officer. | took the regular
arny integration exam nations and passed. They gave
these at the end of World War Il1. The regular arny

of ficer corps up through Wrld War 11 was 25, 000 A there
were only 25,000 regular Arny officers A and the Congress
doubled it to 50,000. They gave reserve officers and
United States Arny officers Iike ne an opportunity to
becone regular Arny officers. There were about 6 or 7
applicants, actually, for each vacancy.

| took the examnations . . . 1'll never forget one

t hi ng, because this nay be germane to ny father. By then
| was back in Washington going to college, and | was
notified to go to the Pentagon to take the witten

exam nations, which took 3 days. | took those and | kind
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of forgot about it, and then | was notified to cone over
for an oral interview at the Pentagon. | was a civilian,
so | was in civilian clothes, and at every board I'd ever
appeared before in the arny, the officers A the board
A woul d be sitting behind a long table. You'd cone in
and salute; there would be a chair out front and you
would sit in this chair and they woul d ask you questi ons.
Every board |I'd ever been before had been conducted that
way. But as a civilian, | went into this roomin the
Pent agon, and all of these guys were generals A the
| ownest -ranki ng nmenber of that board was a col onel and he
was the secretary of the board. | think there were 4
generals and this one colonel. They were all sitting in
easy chairs. And . . . "M. Denton, welcone. Wn't you
sit down?" | sat down in this easy chair, and, "It's al
right if you wish to snoke, Lieutenant.” And they
started asking ne questions. And they becane interested
Al guess they did this to all the applicants A in where
| was from
| said, "I grewup in Caliente, Nevada."
"Well, where's Caliente?"
| told them about that, and the |ast question that | was
asked was, "D d Nevada ever produce any great nmen?"
| started to think, well, we've produced sone prom nent
men, but | don't think you could call Pat McCarran great.
You could call himpowerful, but I don't think you could
describe himas great. You could describe Key Pittman as

powerful, but not as a great man. | was having trouble
trying to think, and I'd said, "Yes." Then they'd asked
me, "Who?" | was going through this convol uted nenta

process trying to decide who the hell could | call great
in Nevada. And just on an inpulse, | said, "Yes, ny
father." And that ended the interview. |[|'ve always been
per suaded that that one phony question m ght have
influenced themto . . . | must have done quite well on
the witten or I wouldn't have been that far al ong.

You said you were a civilian. Howdid that . . . ?

Vell, it was because | got out of the arny at the end of
the war. | wanted to stay in, but | didn't want to stay
in as a reserve officer. | either wanted to be a regul ar
arnmy officer or not at all. | didn't want to be subject
to being thrown out any tine they wanted to throw ne out,
so | got out. And the day | got out, | nade application
for the regular army conm ssion, and by the tinme | got
notified that 1'd received the comm ssion, a year had
gone by. I'd finished college and was in | aw school at
ni ght .
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| had absolutely no political help, contrary to what sone
people m ght say, in getting the conmssion. | did have
sonme political help, though, in getting stationed in
Washi ngton. M argunent was that | was in school at
night. | wanted to continue at ny own expense A not at
the arny's A but | didn't feel that | could conpete with
the guys with a ring on their finger unless | had a
graduate degree, and I was willing to do that at nmy own
expense. So | got political help from Senator MCarran
in getting stationed in Washi ngton, which allowed ne to
go to school at night.
Where did you go?
| went out to an installation called the Arny Security
Agency, which now is the National Security Agency. It
was out in Arlington, Virginia, then, so | was stationed
out in Arlington and went to school in Washington.
Where did you go to school in Washington?
CGeorge Washington. Then | started | aw school at Anerican
University. The war was over, the Korean War had not
started, and the arny had becone absol utely deci mat ed.
Their career plan for nme was to go to Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, and be with the troops in field artillery. |
had been with the troops for 5, or 3 years at that point
but that was ny career plan. And | was able to get
stationed there in Washington. Then there cane a tine,
to tell you the truth, when | had to decide whether to
make the arny ny career, or be a lawer. And ny decision
was pronpted by the fact that the adjutant
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This major was the adjutant. He had a little noustache
(no offense neant; he was a prissy little fellow
[laughter] and he had a daughter about ny age, and every

tinme there'd be a party at the officer's club or
sonething, this magjor would line me up with his daughter.
She was a nice enough girl, but I didn't have any
interest in her. Then there cane a tinme that he was
being transferred to Germany and of course his famly was
going with him He called ne into tell nme that he'd
arranged that | was going to be transferred to Germany,

to his sanme unit.

| explained to himl didn't want to go. If | was going

to get transferred, | wanted to go back to a field
artillery outfit, but I didn't want to go until

graduated (I had anot her couple of years to go). But he
insisted that | go. | discovered that if you're a
regular arny officer, all you have to do to get out is
resign. You send a letter to the President of the United
States to resign a regular arny conmssion. So | sat
down and wote a letter to President Harry Trunman,
submtting ny resignation as a regular arny officer. In
due tinme, | got a letter back fromthe president
accepting ny resignation.

Did you canme back to Nevada then?

| stayed there and finished | aw school and then cane back

to Nevada

What kind of |law do you practice?

CGeneral practice. | like to say |I'mthe |ast of the ol d-

time country |lawers. Everybody's in big law firms, now.

Where did you start off your practice?

El ko.

What made you go to El ko?

| got a job. Gant Sawer was district attorney up

there, and he'd been a friend of mne, so | was the first
deputy district attorney that El ko ever had. It was a
good job. No salary, but you got your office and a
secretary in exchange for doing the county's work, then

you made your living on private practice. Gant Sawer
and | had been friends in Washington before. Sara was
pregnant, and McCarran ran ne off, so | had to .

What ?

Yes, that was kind of funny.

| don't think that's so funny. Wy?

Well, | had conme out to take the Nevada bar in March of
1951. As soon as | got back to Washi ngton, MCarran
called me into the office. He said, "How was the bar?"
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| said, "Ch, god, it was tough."

W tal ked about the bar examfor a while. Then he said,
"Well, it's tinme for you to go hone."

| said, "I know that, Senator, but I'd kind of like to
stay on the job until the bar results come out because
Sara's pregnant and | need a job."

And he said, "Well, you cane back here to go to | aw
school, didn't you?"

| said, "Yes."

He said, "Wll, you' ve finished | aw school and it's tine
for you to go hone. You' ve got to nake room for another
boy from Nevada who needs a job to go to | aw school ."

| said, "Well, | certainly can't argue with that,
Senat or . "
He said, "Ch, don't worry about a job. 1|'ve got you a

job at federal court in Carson City."

So I was rammed down the court's throat up in Carson City
as a clerk. He didn't consult with a judge. | stayed
until the bar results came out and, in the neantine, in
driving back and forth I'd stopped to see Grant and Betty
in El ko. And Gant had said, "God, if you pass the bar,
cone up here and be ny deputy, and we'll "

And you knew him from previously?

| knew himfrom Washington. As a matter of fact, ny

brot her was his best man when he and Betty got marri ed.
They had known each other first at the University of
Nevada i n Reno.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

[ Ral ph Denton has had to | eave, and we have noved to] Jim
Gottfredson's honme in Boulder Cty, [where] we're going
to continue the interview on the Denton famly history

wi th El ai ne Eardensohn and Alyce Gottfredson, who is al so
a Denton. \Were should we pick up on your famly

hi story?

| think you ought to start out with Elaine as a little
girl.

K. Way don't you start with sone of your earliest
menories of Caliente?

Well, we lived on Spring Heights, and that's where | was
bor n.

You were born at hone?

Yes. There was no hospital at that time, 1924. And |
just had a glorious childhood. | was spoiled; there's no
question about that. And | enjoyed every mnute of it.
One thing that was very neat A | guess because ny dad
could put in telegraph lines, we had a tel ephone in our
house and one in the post office (probably the only
phones in town at that tine). So every Christmastinme |
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got to speak directly to Santa Claus. | had a direct
line to the North Pole, which was wonderful. And we had
great tines in the wintertinme. The hill would be full of
snow, we woul d sleigh ride and have great tinmes when we
lived up there.

Wen | was about 6 years old we, as a famly, nade a trip
to Omha, Nebraska. M sister, Alyce's nother, M dred,
was back there going to school and we went back to pick
her up. And notels as they're known today were a brand
new thing. They were called "cabins.” You could rent a
cabin and you could take your bedding or not. But this
was a newthing to us, in traveling. And as we travel ed
across the country and stayed in these cabins, ny dad got
the idea that this would be a good thing to do in
Caliente. And that's what he did A as well| as being

post master, he built cabins to rent.

Where did he build then?

Vll, there are still sone cabins there but they're not
the original ones. 1Is it still called Mdway?
Yes.

K. The house we lived in is gone, and all the cabins
are gone. Everything there is new. But this was a new
concept and this is what they did after that trip to
Nebr aska.

What year would it have been when he started those

cabi ns?

Probably '31 or '32. W went back there when | was 6,
whi ch woul d have been 1930. So it was in the early '30s

anyway.
And then we noved down to the other side of town. And
you were asking about what kids did to play. | can

remenber that every night there'd be a bunch of kids and
we' d play "Run Sheepie Run!" or "Kick the Can" A all the
kids fromthe whol e nei ghborhood. Did you cone up there
Jim when we would do that?

| did after | got to Caliente.

Al the kids would get together and play, and it was just
so wonderful. The last tinme | wal ked around Caliente at
night, it was so quiet. Then | realized they were all in
wat ching tel evision. W had such a great tine. As Ralph
said, we'd just tell our folks, or our nom "W're going
to pack a lunch and we're going hiking!" and away we'd
go, up to the nountains, down through the creeks, or

what ever we wanted to do. Everybody | ooked out for

everyone else's children at that tinme, for one thing. It
was a great freedom and | renmenber such a | oving, |oving
home. | had a wonderful nother and father.
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Cetting back to the cabins, how many cabins did your

fat her have?

Si x. Then he bought the house next door and used that as
a famly unit for another cabin.

How were the cabins furnished?

It was very interesting what they did with that little
bit of space, because they weren't very large. There was
a wood stove in there and a 2-burner gas stove, a sink,
and over on one wall was a cupboard-type thing with a
tabl e that went up against it. They'd drop it down, and
there would be the table. And you could rent themwth
bedding or without. |If you had your own beddi ng you
brought that. And | renenber that ny dad would lay the
fires every night so that when people wal ked in and
wanted to rent it, he'd touch the match .

Oh, he'd get the fire ready to |light.

Yes. And it would warmup real fast.

Did they have a double bed in thenf

Yes.

And a bat hr oon?

No. The showers and toilets were across the way.

Oh, so they didn't have plunbing inside.

Well, they had running water for the kitchen sink, but no
bat hr oom

So they were really what we call a kitchenette unit,

t oday.

Ri ght .

What did they rent for?

l"'mwanting to say $1 a night, but | can't renenber.

And i f you brought your own bedding did you get cheaper?
Well, nmaybe that was the $1 price and maybe it was $1.50
or $2 if the beddi ng was furnished.

Way woul d you bring your own beddi ng? Was that fear of
bedbugs, or what?

Vell, maybe you' d stop soneplace and they woul dn't have
one with beddi ng.

Travel ing on the roads and hi ghways, and with the

aut onobi l es that they had in those days, you never knew
for sure if you were going to get to the next
destination. You m ght have to canp out overni ght some-
pl ace, so nost everybody did carry sone bedding and sone
canping facilities in the event that they had to.

Yes. Were the cabins a frame construction?

Yes, and stucco.

And your dad had thembuilt with |ocal help there?

Yes. He had to borrow the noney A | renenber hearing
this story A fromM. Janes Ryan. He had the noney in
town. He had the ranch and he had t he noney.
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Were was the ranch?

Where was that ranch?

The Ryan ranch? Well, it enconpassed everything from
north toward Pioche (which at the tine we renenber was

t he Yoacum property), all the way down to the Conway
property. That was a big ranch.

Ch, wow That was a big ranch.

|"ve often wondered about A and would | ove to know t he
story of A the effort that JimRyan put into the success
of putting that all together. And then how it got away
fromthemin successive years.

It's been broken up now?

Ch, yes.

There's nothing left of it, really, to speak of.

VWat was it? A cattle ranch?

Yes, they had a ot of cattle that they ran, and they

al so had a trenendous anount of alfalfa, and hay of al
kinds A straw hay as well as alfalfa hay. In ny earliest
recollections in Caliente there were still fields that
were green down bel ow the edge of town that went all the
way down through to the Conway ranch

You nean, going north?

No, that would be going south. Going north was nore of
the hay-type fields. There was that Cul verwell field on
the right-hand side of the valley going up there, and

t hen the Yoacum property on up beyond that. But it was
ny understanding that at one tinme JimRyan's spread ran
all the way fromthe Yoacum property A what was then the
Yoacum property A down to the Conway property. Do you
remenber the old Ryan home down the canyon on the right-
hand side as you turned south fromthe bridge?

Just vaguel y.

Over on the right-hand side of the hill they had the big
Ryan . . . and then it becane the Duffin honme after the
Ryan hone. But that was the hone ranch in the days that
he built that dynasty.

Where the Duffins |ived? Not near Caliente proper.

No, no. |If you go down the canyon from Caliente, over on
the right-hand side there was a big ranch house set up on
the foothill and that was the old original Ryan hone,

from what | under st ood.

They had | ots of noney. Anyway, they sold that property
or whatever and their cattle, and | recall as a child
hearing the story that ny fol ks borrowed the noney from
himto build that notel (so called) and paid 12 percent
interest. Now that was a |lot in those days.

It took a ot of courage to do that in the Depression,
didn't it?
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It really did, didn't it?

VWhat was he thinking, | wonder? D d he see a |ot of
travel on the road there?

Yes. Because he was al so on the highway. He was out
pronoting Caliente all the tinme, ny father was. | nean,
we travel ed places to go to all kinds of neetings and

H ghway 93 was "A-nunber-one" on the list. And at 2 bits
aday . . . | said | traveled over that cutoff A the
Sunnysi de cutoff A com ng back from Oregon and one tine |
said, "My dad'd turn over in his grave if he knew | was
on this road." Because he fought it for years. You see,
that cutoff cuts off Caliente and Pi oche.

Oh, yes, right.

Yes! It's terrible! It never should have happened.

Some Republican did that. [Laughter]

| wouldn't be surprised. [Laughter]

That's a fact.

What ot her kinds of things do you renenber from your
earliest years in Caliente?

| renmenber how | just loved all those old guys. W had
nmore characters in Caliente than you can possibly
imagine. And | used to play on the sidewal ks in front of
the shops A the theater and the post office and the pool

hall, and all down that street, the barber shop and

whatever. That's where | would play because that's where

my dad was, and we lived on a hill and you couldn't ride

your tricycle on the hill, so | would ride it down there.
| spent lots of tinme in the post office. And we had al

these old characters, and we |oved themall, didn't we,

Ji n?

Yes.

They were drunks and dirty and everything, but they were
al ways good to us kids.

I n what way?

They would stick their hands in their pockets . . . we'd
wal k by and say, "Hello, Bull!" There was this nan A he
was a Japanese (I thought he was Chinese), but he' d pat
me on the head and reach in his pocket (he was a ganbl er)
and give ne a handful of noney, and away we'd go. And
they were all just nice! | can remenber ny cousin com ng
fromCalifornia to visit, and we'd start down the
sidewal k and she'd see all of these old characters and
she'd go way out in the street around A they scared her
to death; but they were all ny friends. They were part
of our childhood, and they were great. It was just a fun
tine.

How woul d you describe the role of wonen, and how wonen
were treated and so on at that tine?
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Well, wonen were honemakers. That was it, mainly. Aunt
Hazel was, as Ral ph said, a free-thinker and she did lots
of interesting things, but she was a great honenaker,

al so, as well as being a wonderful teacher. M nother's
role certainly was as a honmenaker

Wnen were a | ot safer in those days, weren't they?

Ch, | think so.

They didn't worry about being attacked |i ke they do now,
did they?

No. But no one did.

And the children were safer, weren't they?

Children were safe . . . even ny children were safe,
growng up in Las Vegas. | was thinking about it the

ot her day. Twenty years ago, ny kids would go down
Eastern to Sahara, and beyond Sahara there was nothing
but desert. They would say, "Mom we're going to the
Sahara Desert."

And | would say, "Have a good tinme." They'd get on their
bi kes and go, and they'd build forts and ride all over
the desert and | didn't worry about them You know,
peopl e protected children in those days.

Yes. Well, they respected them too.

Yes, they did. But they protected them |If they'd seen
anyone hurting a child, soneone woul d' ve cone to the
rescue. |It's the saddest thing that's happened in this
country. Because we enjoyed a wonderful freedom

Did people lock their doors in Caliente?

No.

Even though there were a lot of transients com ng through
in the '30s, you still didn't |ock your doors.

Right. | can renenber when | was 5 or 6, because we were
still up on Spring Heights, when nen cane knocking on the
door and, "Can | chop sonme wood?" or, "Can | work for
sonething to eat?" And ny nother never, ever turned
anybody away. That was just part of grow ng up at that
time in our life. As Ralph said, people cane through on
the freight trains, and you would hel p them

What do you recall about going to school ?

Vell, | loved school. W've already tal ked about sports;
girls were just as involved in sports as boys were.

They were?

Ch, yes.

VWhat were their sports?

| played baseball and basketball.

But you have to renenber, Elaine, you were sonewhat of a

t onboy. )
Yes, | was. And | was a real good ball-player A
basket bal | and baseball. [Laughs] And I loved it. It
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was wonderful. | don't renmenber anything negative about
my chil dhood at all.

RM In thinking about the children that you went to schoo
wi th, what happened to then? Most of themleft Caliente,
didn't they?

EE: Yes. )

RM And the reason was, what A jobs?

EE: Well, jobs, mainly. And they would | eave to further
their education, or get a job, and nost of them never
returned.

RM Did nost of the girls marry local fellows?

EE: No. That's interesting, too. Ralph and | were talking
about this not so |l ong ago and he said, "Do you realize
that none of the kids, with the exception of Donald
Phillips and Dorothy MIler at the tinme (there were a
coupl e others) married chil dhood sweet hearts or hi gh
school sweethearts. The rest of us al

RM  Wihy do you think that is?

EE: | don't know. My own personal [chuckles] opportunity
was . . . | was going to go away to busi ness school
which | did in June of '42.

RM Where did you go?

EE: Sawyer School of Business in Wstwood, in Southern
California. Pat MCarran at that time was still in
office, and the big plan was that | was going to go back
to Washington, D.C., after | finished school and go to
work. (He and ny dad had cooked this one up.) | did
want to be a court reporter, and I was going to be the
world's best. But in February of 1943, ny father passed
away. Now | was only 18 years old, and this was a

traumatic, traumatic, traumatic thing for me. | cane
home, and | just felt like ny nother couldn't be there
al one.

RM So you felt you had to stay with her
EE: She insisted that | go back and finish school. And |
went back and tried, but | just couldn't concentrate on

it. | was very, very enotionally undone and | didn't
want her in Caliente by herself. | felt she was by
herself. So | cane back, and | said, "I have to stay
here with you. | can't A maybe later A but right now, I
can't"

At that time the Union Pacific Railroad was hiring wonen,
because all the nen had gone to war. And | went over to
the storehouse. In the railroad yards they had what they
cal | ed storehouses where they stored all the parts for
the engines and so forth. And one of the girls was going
to go visit her husband who was in the war, and she was
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the storekeeper's secretary, and they said, would I I|ike
to fill inalittle bit while she was away.

"Ch, sure, | would," because | really wanted a job

There wasn't anything to do in Caliente if you didn't
have a job at that tinme, that's for sure. Because you
were past all the kid stuff. So | went to work and that
was a very interesting experience. And when she
returned, there was a vacancy wor ki ng out, unl oadi ng
freight cars and stuff. And he said, "Do you want that

j ob?"

And | said, "Yes, | do." | had to go over and buy
overalls and boys' shoes and get dressed up for this kind
of work. And you had to wear gl oves and so forth.

went to work with ny hair all tied up in a bandanna. And
the first day we were unloading brick [laughs] froma
freight car.

|'ve done that; that's a terrible job

| did this all day. | was supposed to get off at 5:00,
believe. At 4:00 | walked in and sat down, and ny boss

| ooked at ne (he called nme "Dafin" A ny nanme was Daphne
El aine, so he called ne Dafin) and he said, "Dafin, |
think you'd better go hone.”™ | don't know what | | ooked
like, but I guess . . .

| wal ked in the front door of ny house, and ny nother was
sitting at the dining table witing. She |ooked up and
saw me and she said [shrieking], "Elaine! Wat has

happened to you!™ | just fell on the couch, and I didn't
nove. She said, "You' re not going back there."

And | said, "Mother, I'mgoing if I have to go on a
stretcher, because no one will believe I'lIl come back and

do this. And | will doit!™ And | did doit, and it was
one of the nost fun times | ever had.

How | ong did you work there?

Not very long. Maybe 6 nonths, or maybe 4 nonths.

So you worked at that hard | abor?

Ch, yes! [Laughs] W worked really hard, but we had so
much fun! W just |aughed a | ot and had such a great
tinme. There were a |ot of gals working over there, you
know. It was just a really, really fun tine. And that's
when | nmet ny husband. MW nother had said, "I wll |ease
the notel and you and I will go back to Southern
California, and you will finish school."

So | said, "CK, if you'll go with nme and we get an
apartnent, then I'll finish school.” So that was our

pl an. Now, she had nade arrangenents to | ease the notel
for a year for ne to get finished. And in the neantine,

| met this man. And like ny father, when | saw him|
said, "I wll marry that man." He nore or |ess thought
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the sane thing, | guess, because we had been going
together for a week and he asked nme to marry him

"1l be darned. D d you neet himat a dance there?

No, I met himin a bar. [Laughter] Now, this is a
story, too. | wouldn't have been in that bar because ny
nmot her woul dn't have allowed it in the first place, and |
wasn't of age in the second place, but she happened to be
out of town because ny sister Bernice was having a baby
and ny nother had gone to be with her. A friend and I
had gone down to the Union Pacific depot to eat.
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As | was saying, ny nother was out of town to take care
of ny sister when her girl was born, and ny friend and |
had gone down to the depot to eat, and on our way back
sonebody stuck their head out of what was then the 93
Club and said, "Cone on in, we're celebrating |da Me
Thonpson' s birthday!"

And | said, "I don't think I'd better go in there." M
friend wasn't sure she should, either, but we decided,
well, we'd just go in and say happy birthday and | eave.
So I'msitting up to the bar A now, |'mnot having

anything to drink at this tinme, and I'"'mjust sitting
there. Everybody's having a good time, and |'m enjoyi ng
it, too, but I'mnot drinking. [|I'mjust sitting |eaning
on the bar like this, and this handsonme man wal ks t hrough
the door, looking like a mllion dollars, and | said,
"Oh, ny god!"™ It was just |like a bucket of water thrown
on ne. "That man is for nme!" | didn't even know his
nanme! He walked in and said hello to people and wal ked
down to the end of the bar, and | wal ked down and | said,
"My nane's El ai ne Denton."

He told me what his nane was, and |later that evening we
all went out to the Cove and | went to tell himthat we
were all going out to the Cove.

The Cove was what, now?

Oh, it was a little roadside bar and .

Roadhouse.

North of town, or south?

Nor t h.

Towar ds Panaca about 3 m |l es.

It was called the Cove Tavern. There was a dance fl oor
and a bar, and they had food there also. W all went out
there and we started tal king and that was the begi nning
of the end of ny being single.

But ny nother (god bless her!) in the neantine had | eased
the notel to take nme back to school. And to this day, |
marvel at it. She never once said a word. She had to
get out of her house, noww So this is Septenber. W
noved to California, she and I, but Bill and | becane
engaged just prior to that. She had to be gone a whole
year, and | got married down there on Novenber 19, 1943,
at the Little Church of the Flowers at Forest Lawn. My
nmot her had to live with her nother and 2 of ny sisters
(at that tinme Alyce and her nother and dad were |iving
down there), so that's what she did. And to the day she
di ed, she never did say, "Elaine, |ook what | had to do
because of you." Not once!
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But she noved back after that?
Yes, she canme back after the year. But | didn't go back
to school; | got married and cane back to Caliente.
She was basically living off the notel, then, after your
father died, wasn't she? That was her source of incone.
That's right. So that was an interesting thing about
her, | thought.
She was really a sweet | ady.
Yes, she was. A special, special lady. There was
sonething that | was thinking about that | was going to
tell you about ny dad. As we've already said, he was
promnent in politics, and that was exciting for ne,
because that was another thing | truly wanted to get
involved in. | likedit alot. | |loved knowi ng what was
goi ng on and watching it happen. Because it would happen
right there in our living room They'd talk about it,
then you'd watch it all happen. Now that is exciting!
It was a fun thing, and | always thought |I would get
involved in politics and | had fully intended to. Had |
had any cooperation fromny husband at all, | would have.
But he did not go for it. He did not like it, he didn't
want to get involved, and it was real hard for nme to just

| eave himand go say, "I"'mgoing to go do this because
this is what I want to do." Therefore | backed off.
Wel |, your grandnother ended up in Southern California,
didn't she?

Yes, she did. She had to have been a very, very bright

woman, because she lived like a queen in Southern
California, all fromthat store in Delamar and Caliente.
She had to have made marvel ous i nvestnents A she had

| ots of stock.

When do you think she noved to Southern California?

| don't ever renenber her being in Caliente, so she had

to have noved down there before I was born.

Wher eabouts did she live in Southern California?

She was on Fourth Avenue off of Jefferson.

Oh, right downt own!

Well, yes, it would be now At that tinme, it was a very,

very beautiful neighborhood. | have a cousin whose son

went to USC, and he rented a hone in that area after she
di ed, before ny aunt left there, and it was all becom ng

a black area. It was very nice at that tinme, and it was
a fun place to go visit. She was a very, very bright
| ady.

There isn't much said about nmy grandfather and that's a
strange thing, but in those days if there was anything
that wasn't just the way you wanted it to be, you didn't
talk about it, ever! They said he was ill. And what
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that nmeans, | do not know. To this day, | do not know.

But he died in Caliente; he's buried in Caliente. Then

after that A and | don't know how | ong after that A she

noved, but it had to have been before I was born in '24.
RM  \What el se do you recall about your involvenent with

Caliente, growing up there? Teachers in school . . . ?

EE: Well, | really loved ny teachers. They were very speci al
people | thought; didn't you Jinf? They were very speci al
people in the comunity as well as in the school. And it
was a great tinme. | loved going to school; | |oved
everything that went on. | just had a good tine. M/ dad
was very much involved in the community in every sense of
t he word.

RM \What were sone of the community organi zati ons when you
were grow ng up?

EE: There was a Rotary Club after a fashion. When did Rotary
start there, Jin? Do you renenber?

JG In 1935. A Rotary Club fromLas Vegas cane up to
Caliente and chartered it. M dad was a charter nenber.

EE: | renenber that he was, yes. And then they had the Odd
Fel l ows and t he Rebekahs that ny nother and dad both
bel onged to, and of course Eastern Star and Masons; the
usual .

JG There was a Legionnaires group there.

RM  Anmerican Legion?

EE: Anerican Legion. There were always nice things going on
in the community. | think I got involved in everything I
could get involved in. A wonderful thing about the
el ementary school was that every kid got to be a part of
everything. Every year there was a big play, generally
at Christmastine. And then there would be an operetta
sonetinme during the year. | sang, and | did participate
in nost plays Al loved being in plays; | loved being in
everything. Every child in that school was involved in
the Christmas program The teachers worked so hard, and
of course the children, too, and the nothers nmade
costunes, but every child was involved and it was just
wonderful. There were no few kids; it was everybody.
That was anot her beautiful part of going to a small high
school. There were only 250 of us fromthe 3 towns in
hi gh school, so you could be involved in everything you
wanted to be invol ved in.

RM What did you do for health care in Caliente when you were
growi ng up? Was there a dentist?

EE: Yes, Quanah McCall was his nane, and he was our dentist.

He | ater cane to Las Vegas and when | noved out here, of
course that's who I went to. And his dad was the doctor
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He was a great old gentleman also. They were really
great people.
What about hospitals? Was there a hospital or a clinic
or anythi ng?
There wasn't a hospital.
The McCalls were in Pioche, weren't they?

Before Caliente?
Ch, they cane to Caliente?
Yes. Since we talked the other day, |'ve renenbered the
name of ny first grade teacher, a Devlin girl fromout in
a rural area. She's the one who married Quanah.
Oh, Grace! That's right, yes.
Grace and Quanah | ater noved down here to Las Vegas, but
Grace Devlin was the first love of ny |ife when she was
my first grade teacher in Pioche.

Did nost of the kids who left Caliente end up in Vegas?
A lot of themdid.
A lot of them becane involved with the railroad and cane
to Las Vegas.

Right. M husband was an engi neer on the railroad.
That's why he was in Caliente.
Tel | me about being an engineer's wfe.

It's quite an adjustnent, I'Il tell you that. You have
to be a good short order cook, because they're on call 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. And that hasn't changed; ny
youngest son . . .

Even when they had seniority?

Yes. |If you got enough seniority, when they had
passenger trains, that was the plum But it took a good
many years before you got to that point.

How nmuch notice did they typically give you?
An hour and a hal f.

No ki ddi ng.

No kidding. And it's still the sanme today. [Laughs]
How | ong was a shift?

It didn't go by shifts; it was mles. You travel

from. . . for exanple, in Caliente it was hel per work,
so they'd go down the canyon and they m ght be back in 2
or 3 hours, and they m ght be gone for 8 hours. It

depended on if the train that they were called for was on
time and all that sort of thing. Wen they took the
yards out of Caliente we noved to Las Vegas, and then he
was on a run, originally fromLas Vegas to Caliente, and
then they changed that to MIford, Utah. So then they'd
be on the train to MIford. |If you were on a passenger
train you got up and back in a hurry, but if you were on
a freight job, you m ght be gone 2 days. But, when you
cane hone, you were hone for a couple of days, so that
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part wasn't so bad. That's not true today A they don't
allow themto have that nuch tine at honme anynore A but
that's the way it was then. )
So nost of the tinme they didn't stay away at night A it
was just up and down the canyon.

Well, on helpers out in Caliente, yes.

And that's mainly what it was?

In Caliente, yes. Wen we got married, that's what it
was.

What about when they put the diesels on in place of the
st eam engi nes?

That was a sad day! Those steam engi nes were gorgeous,
beautiful, big things.

They didn't need the hel pers then, did they?

Yes, it did away with the hel pers. That's why we noved
to Las Vegas.

That's really what did Caliente in, isn't it?

That's right.

Yes. And they could go farther in a shorter |ength of
time so the termnal point, then, was MIford.

They could put a couple or 3 extra diesel units on the
train and there was no need to bring a helper in to get
on the other end.

Wul d they call your husband any tine, day or night?

That's right, and it's still that way. M youngest son
is a loconotive engineer in La Gand, Oregon, and it's
still the sane way today.

Just any tinme, day or night, they can call then?

Right. But now they can carry beepers or phones, you
know, where then you had to be by a phone A you' d have to
sit honme all day long. |If you were expecting a call, you
m ght sit there fromnorning until night before that cal
cane, or if you were going to | eave your house, you had
to tell themwhere they could get in touch with you so
they could call you there.

So you're basically a slave to your job

Exactly. That's why our vacations were always so
inmportant. We'd plan our vacations carefully from one
year to the next. And boy, we'd have a good vacati on!

[ Chuckles] But | never felt it was that bad or that

hard. One thing that is nice about it, that you can't do
with nost jobs A you can lay off. You don't get paid of
course, but you can lay off to take sone tine. Like we'd
go to Pioche and visit the Gottfredsons for a few days.
So you got married in Southern California and then noved
right back to Caliente?

Yes.

And your not her noved back, too?
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Yes. Wien the year was up. Then we noved to Las Vegas
and eventually ny nother did also. She just lived a few
bl ocks fromus, and it was really nice to have her closer
A we coul d kind of watch out for her and have her near by.
Then nmy husband becane road foreman of engines, which is
wor king as an official for the railroad. W noved to
MIlford, Uah, for a year, and then back to Las Vegas
again for a few nore years.
Can you think of anything el se about growing up there in
your early years? )
There's sonething | was going to say about ny father A
and | think this would have applied to anybody there,
including JimMs dad. These cowboys would come to town,
and nmaybe they didn't get their ride back
You nean real cowboys fromrural Nevada?
" mtal king real cowboys who had gotten a ride from down
the canyon, and then they maybe had one drink too nany
and didn't get their ride back A they just had to have
one nore for the road. | can renenber they'd cone
knocki ng on our door, maybe 1:00 - 2:00 in the norning.
My dad would go to the door and [shouting], "Les,
m ssed ny ride down the canyon . . . " | renmenber Bucky
Rice especially A this was one of our town characters.
My dad woul d get his clothes on and drive himdown the
canyon. There was just a caring about everybody.

Everybody cared. It was such a nice thing, | think.
Yes. Now nobody cares, do they?
They don't seemto. |In fact, if you smle at sonebody in

the grocery store, they |look at you like there nust be
sonething wong with you, and it nmakes ne feel bad.

will not stop doing that. But it makes you feel kind of
sad that they can't even accept a smle.

My saying is that the rarest thing in Las Vegas is a
smle.

That's the truth. | was punping gas the other day and
this man smled at ne and | cane back and said, "I want
to thank you for that smle.’

Yes. Most of the tine if you smle at sonebody they
think, "Well, now what's he after?"

| know. | think it's very sad.

Yes, it is. How did the war change Caliente?

It took all our young nen away. There were an awful | ot
of young nmen from Lincoln County who were killed in that
war. It seenmed like a lot for the size of our county
popul ati on-wi se. Do you renenber how many?

Right off hand, | can think of 5 or 6 fromour high
school. Tony WMat hews, the Canpbell kid from Pioche .
Dal e Edwards, Chan Hal l
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and Bonni e Kroner's husband .
Loui e Price.
Louie Price. They were all wonderful young people.
It was a real tragedy in our little county.
Can you think of anything else that stands out in your
m nd about your life there after you were married?
Jimmarried this gal naned Faye who | just loved. There
were | ots of young couples around there when the war was
over, and we would have lots of good tines. For exanple,
the guys would all go out and hunt rabbits. And there
was one fellow, Bud Duffin, who was especially good at
baki ng biscuits in a dutch oven over the fire. These
guys woul d go out and shoot rabbits and then we'd all go
up on the summt out of Caliente towards Las Vegas and
have a bi g cookout and have dutch oven biscuits and fried
rabbi t.
Oh boy, that sounds good!
Vell, it was fun! You made your own fun. W played lots
of cards. | can renenber when we had left Caliente and
we canme home, say in deer hunting season, or just any
time. We'd go to ny nother's and a poker gane woul d
start. People would hear about it and it was just like a
sal oon! [Laughs] People were dropping in all day |ong
to sit in on the gane! W had lots of fun
El ai ne, do you renmenber the frogs' legs in those fries
that we had up on the nountain? Do you renenber those
pans full of frogs' |egs?
Oh, frogs' legs. There's nothing better than frogs
| egs.
Where did you get the frogs?
Right there in the creek north of Caliente.
There were that many?
Yes. We used to go out at night, and we'd shoot them
wth a .22. The frogs' heads woul d be sticking up above
the water and we'd shoot the head off wwth a .22 and then
wade out and get them
Were they big frogs?
Oh, they were nice big long frogs.
Like a little thinner chicken |eg.
"Il be darned. And they're good?
Ch, frog |l egs are good.
They were the big bullfrogs that we used to produce in
Caliente. And, boy, were they good!
Oh, yes. But those are the kind of things that always
went on. And | can renenber on Christrmas Eve all of the
Dent ons woul d conme to our house to spend Christmas Eve
and to have dinner. W always opened our gifts on
Christmas Eve because ny father wanted to open the post
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office on Christmas norning, just in case a package cane
in that sonebody didn't get.

OCh, isn't that sweet. )

The famly would all cone A cousins, aunts and uncles and
everybody A to our house, and we'd all open our gifts.
And of course the children all had gifts fromthe
different famlies to open as well. | renenber what a
fun tinme that was. The rest of themthen would have
their Christmas on Christmas norning but ny dad woul d go
open the post office. They all canme to our house on
Christmas Eve. And there was another cousin there,

Caroll MIller and his famly. He had the |unber yard and
har dwar e store.

VWhat did Christmas Day consist of? D d you have a dinner
and all?

Oh, yes, all the usual things.

Did the Denton famly get together for any other
hol i days?

We'd get together and go to each other's hones for dinner
back and forth; | renenber that. But for the whole
famly to get together Al don't renenber us doing that,
except at Christnmas Eve.

Not Thanksgiving or Easter or anything |like that?

No. We mght go to one hone or another A maybe we'd go
to Ral ph Denton's house for Thanksgiving; | do renenber
doing that. But when everybody got together, it would be
Christmas Eve, always. That was the annual thing.

Qur famly did the sane thing she's tal king about. W
had Christmas Eve together and then Christmas you went
your own way W th your own famly.

| remenber when | was little, we went to Caliente in the
sumers to spend tinme wwth nmy grandparents. MW
grandnot her had a washroom where she did the notel
laundry. It was out in the back, by the public
facilities. And she had an Indian | ady named Queeni e who
hel ped her. They used to put the sheets in the hot water
and they woul d have to take themout and put themin the
bl uei ng, and then they'd have to wing themthrough a
wringer and hang themon the line, and then they'd mangl e
iron them

Yes, | remenber doing that. You would not put a sheet on
a bed that wasn't ironed.

And everything had to be hung on the |ine.

" ve wondered where the term "mangl e" conmes from

That was the name of the machi ne that you fed the sheets
into. But we did it by hand for a long tine before we
got the Mangl e.

Did you do it with those old stove-heated irons?
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| didn't; that was before ny tinme. | can renenber |iving
up on Spring Heights when | was a really little girl, and
that is the way they ironed. But by the tinme we noved
down where the notel was, we plugged in the iron.
Then there were tinmes when 1'd go up to stay in the
sumertine (I used to call ny grandnother "Gaye") and
we'd get up in the mddle of the night and go for a wal k.
It'd be so warm W'd wal k around the park, and there
were tinmes when we stopped in to see Ral ph's not her.
She'd be sitting up and reading and we'd go in and visit
for alittle, while we had on our robes and ni ght gowns.
Is that right. You could do that, in those days.
Just wandering around all over town and we'd stop and
visit at 10:00 or 11:00 at night, and then go hone. It
was just so easy, pleasant and fun.
It was such a nice, easy life. You weren't afraid.
| f you were going to wite a history of Caliente, what
woul d you nane it?

"My Wonderful Life in Caliente," | guess.

No, | mean for a history of the towmn. Caliente, colon,
t hen what woul d you say?

Easy |iving.

[ Chuckl es]. That's good, Alyce.

It was prosperous, in its day.

Boy, that's a toughie. Jimought to be good at this.
This is his forte.

K, Jim do it.

You m ght say, "Caliente: An Early-Day Railroad Town."
Good; yes.

And that's what it was. That's what caused Caliente to
begin to . . .

AG That's right.

O, how about, "A Frontier Railroad Town?"

Any conbi nati on of those words, but to give an effective
pl ay on words, yes. And there were so many probl ens that
they had that centered in the Caliente area during an era
before we were involved there. The folklore of the town
cane down through many and vari ous sources, and |

remenber so many stories of early-day floods and washouts
of the railroad down through the canyon; how they had to
finally relocate the roadbed up on the side of hills
because it seened |ike every year there was a segnent of
that ol d roadbed that would get flooded and washed out
and they'd have to go in and rebuild it. It was a tough
worl d down through there in those days. They didn't have
the machinery A the nechanical ability A to go in and
rebuild the rail beds that woul d be down.
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CHAPTER TEN

| think this mght be a good story to tell. As Elaine
sai d, people used to knock on the door and need work a
ot of the time, so her nother would put themto work.
One tinme this man knocked on the door and he needed
nmoney, so she had himdig sone ditches out in the back

A year or tw after that, ny folks and | were living in
Carson City. Well, Gaye cane up to visit us in Carson
Cty and we went out to the prison to take a tour of the
prison. That's when Jack Fogliani was the warden out
there; he happened to be a friend of the famly. He took
us through the prison and we were wal ki ng t hrough | ooki ng
at all these things and this man yelled, "Ms. Denton!
Ms. Denton! H!"

She said, "Oh hi, so-and-so! How are you?" They stood
in the mddle of the prison and had the nicest chat. And
he's the guy who had dug our ditches in the back yard.
She said, "Wat are you doi ng?"

"Well," he said, "as a matter of fact . . . " [Laughter]
At the sane tinme, everybody |iked everybody, regardless.
There's a cute story about another person who |ived right
al ongside Ms. Denton A Mtch, the tel ephone operator.
Mtch knew everything that was going on in Caliente
because she had all the switch [ines and her sw tchboard
up front in her living room Anybody who call ed anybody
el se had to go through Mtch to get to them So she knew
wher e everybody was.

An illustration of that happened during 1941, after the
Wrld War started A just after Decenber 7. | was going
to school in Salt Lake City at the LDS Busi ness Coll ege,
and | called honme. This was in an afternoon, probably on
a weekday. | had to get a nessage to ny not her about
sone clothes | needed or sonething. | called Caliente
and of course the call cane in to Mtch's sw tchboard,
and | said, "H, Mtch. This is Jimy Cottfredson.

Wul d you pl ease connect nme with ny nother at hone."
"Well, your nother isn't hone." [Laughter]

| said, "Well, where is she?" [Laughter]

She said, "Well, she's up to Ms. Denton's playing
bridge." [Laughter]

And | said, "Wuld you please call the Dentons' residence
so |l can talk to nmy nother?" [Laughter]

So she connected ne with Elaine's nother's house so |
could talk to ny nother there.

That's right. Another story along the sane line is, ny
dad woul d want to make a phone call to soneone A a
private call. He would send ny nother down to visit with
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Mtch (we just lived a few doors away). She'd plug him

in and then Mdther was supposed to keep her distracted

while he made this call. | nean, it was a nust, because

she was |i st eni ng!

Now, who was Mtch?

Flora Mtchell was her nane. She had a little needl ework

store there A Bluebird Art Shop, it was called. And when

tel ephones canme in, then she got to be the tel ephone

operator. And she knew everything. [Laughs]

Did they put the switchboard in her house?

It was in her house.

So day or night when you nade a call, she just :

You went through Mtch, and we all understood this, of

course. For exanple, ny nother had called a friend she

knew was going to Alano, and ny nother wanted her to pick

up sonme of that wonderful creamthat you have to spoon

out. She asked Ruth to pick up [laughs] sone cream for

her when she went over to Alanb and Mtch chined in and

said, "Ah, get sone for nme, too, Ruth!™ W didn't really

think anything of it because it was just Mtch, you know.
[ Laught er ]

Yes. That was another little part of growing up in
Cal i ente.

That's part of the world of Caliente.

When did they put the phones in?

Probably the first phones showed up about ' 35.

That's what ny not her said.

| was trying to renenber howold | was . . .

About '35, | think, was when the first phones got into

the town and gradually, over a period of the next few

years, anybody who had any wherew thal got a phone; got

tied into the system

| think you were the first. The Dentons were the first,

weren't they, to get the tel ephone in their house?

Well, we had our own line into the post office up on
Spring Heights, but | don't know about downtown. That's
a possibility of course.

| think that's what ny nother said.

Well, your nother would renenber those things.

| mght just make nmention of the fact that the tel ephone
conpany was the Lincoln County Tel ephone Conpany, which
still is there and still is independently owned. It was
owned by a Pioche gentleman by the nane of Jay Christian.
Jay had begun Lincoln County tel ephone service in the

very early '30s in Pioche and gradually it grew and
covered the whole county.

Was it the whole county including Pahranagat ?

I ncl udi ng Pahranagat; it still is.
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K. Those are great stories.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

Oh, |I'm Sara Denton, Ral ph Denton's wife. | was just
saying, | thought it was too bad that he didn't tell you
2 little instances about the Depression years at his
house. One year he wanted a horse so badly, and the only
thing he asked Santa for was a horse, and of course the
Dentons couldn't afford to buy hima horse. So Christnas
nmorni ng he gets up and his sock is filled with horse
manure, and his father, who had this great sense of

humor, didn't want to di sappoint himthat Santa C aus

woul dn't fill his wishes. He said, "Son it |ooks |ike
Santa Claus did bring a horse, but it |ooks Iike he got
away." [ Laughter]

Ch, ny god.

And the other one was maybe that same Christmas A he
wr apped up an axe and a mirror for Ralph's nother, and a
note that said, "Hazel, you can chop wood or watch

yourself freeze to death.” [Laughter]
Great. |'ve been collecting those kinds of stories from
interviews. |'mgoing to put together a book and call it

"Tales From . .

Qur daughter is a witer, and every tinme she cones hone,
she sits and just jots down sone of her dad's sayings.
Al'l of our kids beg us, when we get together and start
telling famly stories, to tape thembut we don't do it.
Vell, we've got sone of them

Oh, 1'lIl be thrilled to get this.

Ch, gosh yes. Ch, this [is a picture of] that trip to
Omha A "1930." W took that old Gakland, and we had to
stop every fewmles on these dirt roads to change tires.

| renmenber those days.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

Every Wednesday Queen Pete, the Indian, would conme to our
home to do the washing, and she'd wash on a board

out side. Her youngest ones would be in one of these
boards that they put the papoose on, and she'd hang them
up and then the ol der boys would catch butterflies for
me. | can renenber that so well. W'd run out on the
lawmn and they'd take their hats off and throw t hem over
and catch butterflies.

We used to do that, yes!

So Wednesday was a day | always | ooked forward to,
because it was such fun A the Pete boys were com ng.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

EE:

My not her said that when the flood hit in 1910 she had
the table all set for dinner and ny dad rushed in the
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house and said, "W have to go right now." He took her
and left, and they went up on the hill. | don't know who
they stayed with, but they had to stay up there for a
coupl e of days and when they cane back, the dinner was
still [laughs] on the table A everything just as they had
left it. They had to | eave because the town was being

f | ooded.

They thought it was going to take out the town?

Ri ght .

| nstead of that, what had been a flat valley floor across
there becane a big gorge that that flood cut. That's why
you have to cross the creek now on a bridge. Before that
flood, it was all flat.

When Jimand | were kids, that gorge would fill up and
overfl ow.

It did in 1938.

Ch yes, every once in a while. | can renenber one night,

t he poundi ng on our door. W had been to a basket bal
gane in Panaca and we had just driven over that bridge,
not realizing that the creek was full to overfl ow ng.
Later that night sonmebody was poundi ng on the door, "GCet
out! Get out! The water's comng! The water's com ng!"
Again, we threw everything in the bathtub and up on the
beds and t ook off.

They woul d know from up above when it was really heavy,

woul dn't they?

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

My not her, Hazel Denton, would tell about going from

Del amar to Ash Springs in a wagon for a little vacation A
over to the Pahranagat Valley. She'd stay with sone
people, | believe in H ko, and swmin Ash Springs. And
we have done that A all of us A through the generations.
W nmake it a point to take our grandchildren there, to
swwmin Ash Springs. | have sonme grandchildren who
haven't done that yet, but they will, because | wll see
to it when they cone back to Nevada agai n.

Except it's closed to the public.

It's cl osed?

You can't even pay to get in?

Not when we went to Caliente the other day. It's closed
to the public, period. |It's fenced up and cl osed.
Ch, no.

We're going to have to put a group together and go buy
t hat pl ace.

| know what we can do: Floyd Lanb will take care of it,
as soon as he gets to be county conm ssioner.

| s he runni ng? Good.
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He's running for county conm ssioner in Caliente, and
that's where his political life started A right there.

He will do sonething about that, | imagine Aif it's
possible to do anything. 1Is it privately owned, do you
know?

It was.

It may be that they have the sane problemthere as they
have at Warm Springs. | don't know if you've ever been

to Warm Springs A 50 miles out of Tonopah? That used to
be a lovely place where you could go for a swm and they
had a bar there and everything. W used to get our nail
there. It's owned by the Fallinis up there, and they had
to close the whole thing off because they cannot afford
the insurance. The insurance is thousands of dollars a
year. So they've had to close the whole thing down and
nobody can swi mthere or anything now

Ch, isn't that sad. | didn't know Ash Spring was cl osed.
| think that's terrible. Wen we drove by there a few

weeks ago, | didn't notice.

We did.
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